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P L U T ARC H's 

LIVE S. 



PHILOPCEMEN. 



AT Mantinea there was a man of great quality 
and power named Caflander *, who, being 
obliged, by a reverfe of fortune, to quit, 
bis own country, went and fettled at Megalo- 
polis. He was induced to &x there, chiefly by 
the fnendlhqi which fubfifted between him and 
Craufis t the father of Philopcemen, who was 
in all refpeds an extraordinary man. While his 
friend lived, he had all that he could wiib; and 
bang defirous, after his death, to make f(»ue re- 
turn for his hofpitality^ he educated his orphan foik- 
in the £une manner as Homer fays Achilles was edu- 

• FaufuiUs calls him Ckander ; and foine manufcripU of Ho- 
taitb agree with htm. So it is alfo in the truillatioii of Guft- 
rini. 

■f- CfiUi^ in Paiiianias ; in the inlcriptioo of a ftatue of Pbil«> 
poMnen at Twes j and in an andenf ct^e^on of c^ffva*' 
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4 PLUTARCH'S LIVES. 

cated by Phcenix, and formed him from his infancy , 
to generous feutiments and royal virtues. 

But when he was paft the years of childhood, 
Kcdemus * and I>emophanes had the principal care 
of him. They were both MegalopoUtans ; who, hav- 
ing leariied the academic phitofophy of Arcefilaus t* 
applied it^ abevo sll the n>en of thm timti tp adioii 
and affairs -of ftate. They delivered their cbuntry 
from tyranny, by providing perfons privately to take 
off Ariftodemus: they were affifting to Aratus in 
driving out Nicocles the tyj-ant qf Sicyon ; and, at 
the requeft of the people of Cyrene, whofe govern- 
ment was in great difordcr, they failed thither, fet- 
tled it on the foundation of good tawR, and tho- 
roughly regulated *>■<' ^/^fjim'pnn>«ith But, among 
all thefr great aftions, they valued themfelves molt 
on the education of Phikipceraen, as having ren- 
dered" him, by the principles of Philofophy, a com- 
mon benefit' to Greece. And iticJedd, as he came 
the laft of fo many excellent generals, Greece loved 
h\m extremely, as the child of her old age, and, as his 
reptitation increafed, enlarged his power. Por which 
rtafon a certain Roman calls him Me Iq/i of /he Giwl'Si, 
meaning that Greece had not produced one great 
man, or one that was worthy of her, after him. 

His vifage was not very homely J, as Tome imagine- 
it to have been ; for «e fee his ftatue ftill remaining 
at Delphi. As for the miftake of his hoflefs at Me- 

r, it is faid to he owing to his eafinefs of behavi- 
and the fimpHcIty of his garb. She having word 
brougftt that the general of the Achaans was coming 
•0 her houfe, w^s in great care and hurry to provide 

* In tua&aiai their niimea itre Ecilelu; nud Megatophanu. ' 
f Arcefilaus was founder of the middle Academy, and made 

loVne altera^on in the doctrine which had obtained. 

i Paulantas allures ui that his vifage was homel}'. but at th« 

fine time declares, that in point of fiie and ftrength, ho man iip 

FeIapoBMt« exceeded htm. 

' - Tii» 
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Lis ^pper, te^ hufband hi^ntnj to be ow of tha 
ifsf. In the mean tipie Ptnfopameii etmo, a&d> «■ 
bis habit wat oniinnyv ^c tbok fiitn fqr ons of hitf 
bvn fervantsji or for aa irarbiiigef) and defired Mm 
to affift her in the bufmefs of tbt kitclritti. Hti 
prerentty threw bff his ctoakj shdbSgati td ^ave 
Ibme wood ; ffh^ the rtladev of ihe noUfe tetatu- 
klg and feeing hlni fo employed, £ud. *f W?i» is 
** th<J meaniftg of thisi Philopeemen ?" H« re- 
plied^ in bro^d Doric j ** I am paying the fihe of mj 
'* defotmity." Titus Fkminiua raTlyihg faitti on« 
day upon hi» make, faid;, *-* What tine hands and 
** legs yoil have! but then yoU have flo belly :" ind 
he wqs indeed very flendei' in the waifl. Bat this 
ninety inight rather be referred t6 tht eohdtdoft of 
Ym fortune i for he had good foldiers^ both horfe and 
foot, but very often wanted moiisf to pay ^eftu 
thefe &otiM art tdi^eta oi difputazioM m the 
fchoolSi ' ■' 

Mm his ihanittirst '^e fhid tAat his ptirfufts of 
tfoiiout were too dtuch attended with rdughMft anti 
paiBoh. Epattiinfindas was thsperlbn whom tie pt0- 
pded for his pattern • and he nieceeded iwimitaiitig 
his a&iriry^ his IhrewdAefgj and cGtittmo/t of . riches j 
but his chderii, eonteniiotis htmrotif prevented his* 
attaining to the mildnefsj the gravity^ 4nd cMidout of 
ifaai great man in pc^tical difputesi fo thu he leemed 
rather fit for wah, than for the tivil admitiidratkm. 
Indeed, from a child tie was fond of every thing in 
the militat'y way, and readily entered into the ixet' 
ciles which tended to that purpofe, as thtsfe of* 
riding, and handling of arms. As h^ feemed weU 
fftfmed for WTeflUng to«)» his £riaids Md gioVert> 
Aors advded him to imprcwe hieAliatf in thxt art i 
which gave him occafion to srtk, whether th^ #iigbt 
be confiftent with his proficiency as a foldier ? They 
iold him the truth ) that the habit of body and tnaO* 
Bcr of Ufe, the diet and exerciie of a foldier xnd 
a wreftler, were entirely different ; that the wreftl<!r 
B 2 muft 
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4 PLUTARCH*4 UVES. 

muft have mUch fleep aod full latais, ftated tkties o^ 
exerdfe and reft, evrty Kttle departare froiri his ririe* 
bone very prejudicial to him : whereas the foh}tei' 
ihould be prq)ared for the iBoft irregular changes of 
living, . and Ihould chiefly endeavoiir to bring hHttfelf 
to b»r the want of food and Qeep, without dofficuky. 
Philopoemen hearing this, not only avoided and de- 
rided the exercife of wreftling himfelf ; but ^er- 
wrASj when he came to be general, to the utmoft- 
of his power exploded the whole art, by every mark 
of difgrace and expreiTion of contempt ; fatisfied thar> 
it rendered perfom, who were the meft fit for war^ 
quite ufelefs and unable to light on neceflary oc 
cafions. ^ 

When his governors and preceptors had quitted 
their charge, he eng^ed in thofe private incurfions 
i^to Laconia which the city of Megalopolis made ^- 
the ^e of booty ; and in thefe be was fure to be the 
£jft to march out, and the laft to return. 

His leifure time he fpent^ther in the chace, which 
increafed both his ftrength and a&ivity, or in thft ' 
tillage of the field. For he had a handibme. eftate 
twenty furlongs from the city, to which he went 
every day after dinner, or after fupper ; and at night 
he tluew himfelf upon an ordinary mattrefs, and llept 
as one of the labourer^. Early in the mgrniiig he 
.rofe and went to work along with his vine-dreflers or 
plowmen ; after wliich he returned to the town, and 
employed his time about the public affairs with his 
tnoids^and with the magiftrates. What he gained 
in the wars, he laid out upon hurfes or arms, or ia 
the redeeming of captives : but he endeavoured to ini' 
prove hit own eftate, the jufteft way in the world, bf 
agriculture I. mean *, Nor did he apply himfelf to 
It in a curfory manner, but in full convi&ion that the 

* Columella fays agriculture is next a-kin to phUofophy. _ It 
does, indeed, affWJ a pcrfon who ig capable of fpeculaticn, an op- 
portunity of mediUtiDg «n natun ; and fiich ni«diUlioii3 enlarge 
tbamind. 

foreft 
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PHIIOPOSMEN; : $ 

tvxdk yny not to touch vhat behmgs to tnhersj is to 
take care of one's ovn. 

He fpent feme time in hearing the difcourfes and 
ftudying the writings of pbilolophers ; but feleded 
fuch i& he thought might aflift his progrefs in virtue, 
Among the [wetical images in Homer, he attended to 
thole which feemed to excite and encourage ralour f 
and as to other authors, he was moft convei^t in the 
TaBica of Evangelus *, and in the hiftories of Alex- ' 
ander j being perfuaded that learning ought to coil* 
duce to adion, and not be conlida-ed as mere paftitnq 
and an ufelefs fund for talk. In the ftudy of faSttca^ 
he negleded thofe plans and diagrams that ^e drawn 
upon paper, and exemplified the rules in the field } 
conildering with himfeli' as he travelled, and pointing 
out to thofe about him the difficulties of fteep or 
broken ground ; and how the ranks of an ^tnv muft 
be extended or cipfed, according to the diSerence 
made by rivers, ditches and defiles. 

He feems, indeed, to hare fet rather too ^eat a 
value on military knowledge, embracing war as the 
Sioft e^lenfive exerdfe of virtue, arid defpifing thofe 
jhat were not verled in it, as perfons entirdy ulb< 
Jefsr 

He was now thirty years old^ when Cleoraenes f, 
jting of the Lacedaemonians, furprifed M^alopolis 
in the night, and having forced the guards, entered 
and feized the market-place. Philopcemen ran to 
fuccour the inhabitants, but was not able to drive 
out the eoepiy, though he fought with the moll deter. 

* Thia SBtboi ia nvntioMn} hj Anian, who alCa wrote a dif- 
courTe on Ta^tica He oblcrves that the tKatife pf Evangelus, aa 
well as thore of feveral other writers on that fubjefl, were become 
of fittle u(« in hb time, becanfe the^ had omitted feveral thiDgs as 
fiiffidently kiuivn in theit days, wfaich however then wantcul expli- 
ratiou. Tbta may lerve as 4 caution to fut^^e writ^ on this and 
filch like fubjcfls. 

f Cleomenes made himfdf mailer of Megalopolis b the fecond 
year of the hundred and tbirty-tiinth Olympiad, which was the two 
hundred and twcnty-^rlt befofe tin Chriftiui «%• . .' 

B 3 IQiiic4 
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$ PLUTARCH^* l4V?g, 

s)ise4 *^^'- <Mpenib: vaJour. H« prevaited, limh 
ever, fo iar as tb give the peApIf opportunity to finl 
put of the tavrn»' by maintaining the combat ^th the 
purfoeis, aod drawing Cteomenes upon himfelf, Tq 
that fct retired tho laft, with difficulty^ and after pro. 
^fi^us efibnSf bsmg wounded, and haying his hor& 
kmed under him. When they had gained IVicflene^ 
Cleomenes made them an offer of their city with their 
lands and goods. Philopoemen perceiving they ^ere 
gbtd to accept fhe proppfal, and in hafte to Tetum, 
urongiy oppofed it, repixfenting to them in a fet 
Ipeech, that Cieoraenes did not want to reftore them 
rtw city, but to- be mafter of the citizens, in order 
(let he JDight be more fecure of keeping the place 5 
(hat he eould pot fit ftill long to watch eimpty houfes 
and walls, for the very folitude would force him away. 
By this argument he turned the Megalopolitans from 
tiwir purpofe, but ■ at the fame time furnlftied Cleo^ 
menes with a pretence to. plunder the town and de^ 
^qlifii the grsateft part of it^ and to march off loaded 
with booty. 

SoQn afixr, Antigonus eaim down to afiift the 
Acbas^s agaioft Glfomepes } and finding, that he 
had pofleffed himfelf of the heights of Sellafia, and 
I)|ocked up Ihe pafTagss, jAntlgpnus drew up his ar- 
my near him, with a lefolutipn to force bim fronj hig 
ppA. Philopcpmen, with his citizens, was traced 
among the cav^ry, fuppoFted by the Illyrian foot, a 
numerous and salhint body of- men, who clofed that 
extremity. They had ord^vs to wait quietly, tU)' 
from the other wing, where the king fought in per- _ 
fon, they' ftiould fee a red robe lifted tip ypon the 
point of a fpear. The Achaeans kept their ground^ 
as they were dir6ae4 : but the Iliyrian pacers with , 
tbeic corps attet^ted to break in upon the Laced£&. 
monians. EucKdaa, the brother of Cleomenes, f^eiiig 
this oj)dQing made in tlie enemy'* anny, iippiedtatel/ 
ordered a party of his light-armed ioiaatry, to wheel 
about and attack ibe m^ of As Illyfians^ thus kf^ 

rated 
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PHlLOPCEMm* - ^ 

nttd (ropi tbe borfe. Thii being pot id ancudoff, 
and the Utyrions harafl«d and brolcai, PhilopcettieA 
pw^ceSved tlmt it would be bo difficult matter to dfiT% 
' off that light-armed party, and that the occasion <!atT< 
ed Ibr it. Firfl, he mentioned the thing to the kiAg's 
officers, but they rejected the hint, and confidete^. 
him as no better than a madman, his reputation beE^ 
ing iiQt yet refpeQable enough to juftify fiich a moTCi 
ment. He, therefore, with bi* Megatopotitani, i^If 
ifig upon that light-artned cttfps- himielf^ al the flrft 
eBcouater put tham in confufioft, and foon aitei 
routed them with gi-eat flaughter. DeArciiis yel fori 
tber to rfl€ourage Antigonus's tfoops, Jrtd ^iritrkl^td 
peDetrate into the enemy's army> which was iiiow at 
fbme diforder, he (Quitted his horfe ; and advandft|^ 
on loot. In hi& horfeman's coat of mail and oth^ 
heavy accoutreivjents, upott rough uneven grdund^ 
that was full c^ fpr^gs and bog«, he was making hi^ 
way whh extreme di^cutty, when he had both his 
thighs itruck through' with a javeUo, ' fo that the .pcfei 
came through on tha other fidei' artd the wound was 
grart, though not mortal. At firft he ftoodfliH as If 
he had been flackkd^ not knowing what method (tf 
t^e. For the thong in the middle of the javelia ren- 
dered it difficult^ to be df^vinobc; iier would any' 
abotit him venture to do if. At the fame time' the 
fighi being at the hotteO, and lilu^y to> be foon over^ 
}^dur and incKgnation pufhed him on to take hitf 
fttare in it j and iheiwfore, hf moving his legs thirf 
way ;uk! that, he broke the flafi", and then oi'dercd 
^ piefteno be pulled out.- Tho* fet freti, he ran, 
fword in hand, through the firft. rSnka, to chSrge the 
eatfay; at the fame time afiimating the trooi^, and 
firing thpm with emulation. , . 

Antigonus, having gained the vi'Sbry, to try hj» 
Macedrauui ofBeers, demaaded (^ t|iein, *^ Why 
'* "they had brought on the cavalty before he gave ■ 
•* them the fignal ?" By way of apology they faid,' 
" They were obliged, againft their will, to come to 
B 4 « idaon, 
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t PLXJTARCH*s tlVES. 

« u^ion, becu^ a- young man of Megalopolis ha4 
** ht^aa the attack too foon." " That young man," 
•rcpfied Antigontis, Imiling, " has perfonned the of- 
." fice of an experienced general." 

This a^on, as we may eaiily imagine, lifted fhi- 
Jppoemen inta great reputation, lb that Andgonus was 
Tery defiroos of having his fervice in the wars, and 
£»ffer«i him a confider£d)le command with great apr 
pointfnents ; but he declined it, becaufe he^n^w he 
could not bear to be under the dire^on f)f another^ 
tJ'ot:Choof)ng, hoT^erer, to lie idle, and hearing there 
Vf?if a war in Crete, he failed thither, to exercTfe and 
iihprove his military taloits. When he had fervei^ 
thet^ a good white, along with a fet of brave men^ 
who were not only, verfed in all the ftratsg^nis of war, 
^nt temperate befides, and ftrift in their manner of liv- 
ing, he returned with fo much renown tq the Achseuisi 
that- they imm^iately appointed him general of horfe. 
H? found that the cavalry made ufe of finall and mean 
horfcSfc which they picked up as they could whjen 
they were called to a campaign ; that many of them 
fliuoned the wars, and fent others in their ftead* ^ 
and that a fhameful ignorance of fervics, with its 
confaquence, dmidity, prevailed among th^m all. 
The former generals had connived at this, becaufe. it 
being a d^ee of honour among the Achaean; to 
(erve on horfeback, the cavalry had great power in the 
commonwealth, and coiifiderable mfluence in the t^- 
tribution of rewards and puniihmatts. But Fhilopce- 
niea would not yield to fuch coniiderations, or grant 
them the leail indulgence. Inilead of that, be applied 
to the feveral towns, and to each of the young men 
m particular, roufmg .them to a fenfe <^ honour, pu^ 

* At'v ii Bvuftsi lUT* oTo^ftw; mtirttn itaaj. — T he Latin tranf- 
htion, ^'et ftiam Jingulam owbh'wb am igtiavia inertia, being 3^ 
little obicure in thij f atTage, though the Greek ie Tery clear, th« 
foTBier Englilh tranOator entirely omitted it. The palTage, how- . 
erer, it of importance, spA well defcrret the confitieration o( tntry 
mititaiy man. 

niihing 
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. nULOftXMEN. ■ I 

fffljtng where oaceffity reqflribcd, md pnGd&ttg th^ 
in EGcerc^, renews* and moclUuttles, in pUces of the 
gnatefi r^rL By thefe means in a little time he 
brought them to ffirpriliDg ftrepgth and f]»rit ; and, 
what is (4 i^^oft: con&quence iii dilcipline, rendered 
fbaa fo light and quick, that all their evolutions and 
movements, vhether performed feparatety or toge^ 
tber, Tere executed with ib much readinefg and ad- 
drefs, that tbdr motion was like that of one body ac- 
tuatal by an internal voluntary prmciple. In tfad 
great b^e^ which they fought with the ^toliant 
- and £leans near the river LarifTus, Demophantus, 
general of the Elean hopfe, advanced before the line*, 
at full Qieed, againft Philopcemen, ■ Philopcemen^ 
preventing his blow, with a pufli of his fpear brought 
him dead to the ground. The enemy feeing Demo^ 
phantus ^l, immediately fled. And now Philopce- 
men was univerlally celebrated, as not inferior to the 
young in perfonal valour, nor to the old in prudence, 
;uid as equally welt qualified, both to fight and to com- 
mand. 

Aratas was, indeed, the firll who r^fed the com- ' 
moBweidth of the Acbasana to dignity and power. 
For, whereas before they were in a low condition, 
difperfed in unconneded cities, he united them in one 
Ixxly, and gave them a moderate civil government 
worthy of Greece. And as it happens in running 
firaterE, that when a few fmall bodies ftop, others 
(tick to them, and one part ftren^thening another, 
the whole becomes one firm and folid mafs, fo it was 
l»ith Greece. At a time when fl>e was weak and ea- 
01y broken, difperfed as Ihe was in a variety of cities, 
^bich Hood each upon his own bottom, the Achx- 
ans firft united themfelves, and then drawing foroe 
pf the neighbouring cities to them by .filing. 

t This battle viae fought the fomth year of the hundred atrf 
fortj-lccanit O^mpiad, when PhUopounw waa in the forty-founlt- 
yeai. . ■ . > 

them 
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tbeit) -to eiqiei tkcit t^nius, whSe: others volantHiilf 
joined than for Uw Duui of that uoBniinity -which thej 
beheld in fo well conftitnted a govemment ; they^ cotl- 
c^veil the great deiign of forming, iht .Pdopoiuxfut 
{nto on« community. Jt if. true, that white Anttu* 
|iv«d* they ^tended the motions of the; Macedonians, 
and msde their court firll to Ptolemy, and afterwardi 
to Antigonus and Philip, who all had a sreat Aiare in 
^he a£iur$ of Greece.- But wh^i Kutoposmen had 
tak^ upon him the admjniltration,. the Ach^ant 
finding themfeives refpe£lable enough to jippofe their 
ftroiigeft adverfaries, ceafcd to call in foreign proitec- 
prs. As for Aratus, not being fo 6t' for cbnfii3s in 
^e field, he managed moll of hie affair's by addrefe, 
t>y moderation, and by the ft-IendOups he had formed 
with foreign princes, as we have related in his iife. 
But Phiiopoemen, .being » great warrior, vigorous 
fund bold, and fucceisful withal in the firft battles ihftt 
he fought, raifed the ambition of the Acfaseans toge^ 
ther with their power i fpr under him they were ul'ed 
to conquer. 

In the Brit place he correSied the errors of'the 
Achaeans in drawing up their forces, and in the maks 
of their arms. For hitherto they had made ufe of 
bucklers which were eafy to manage on account of 
their fmallnefs, but too narrow to cover the body, 
and lances that were much 0iorter than the Macedo* 
nian pikes ; for which reafon they anfwered the end 
in fighting at a diflance, but were of little ufe in 
clofe battle. As for the order of the battle, they ha() 
not been accuftomed to draw up in a Jpirei* fprm^ 

but 

* The MacedoniaD phalanx occaCenally altered their form fron^ 
the f[]uare to the Jpij-al or orbiculat, and Ibnwtimea to that of ttie 

Tti^ »', aw>f»i laxghX alfo be tranflated to drtao vp n plaloom^ 
■ Ifac word »»{> ^rived fioin vmbw, Hgnifyuig a Ba»d^ or PlaiotM. 
fiut then in the origjiwl it would rattier ba»e been ovi^Bt tfaat^ 
ffnwot ; befidea, the context feemt to determine it the foiswt 
fignificatioo. It was neceflaty for the ph^^inx to ttirow thamfelTea 
J ; J- '■ mUt 
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PHU;,OPaEMEN, It 

Init In the fquare battalion, which having neith^ a 
front of pikes, nor fliieldta fit to lock together, like 
that pf the Macedonians, was eaTily penetrated and 
farokm. PhilopfEmen altered both ; perfuading 
them, inftead of the buckler and lance, to take the 
ihteld and pike, to arm their heads, bodies, thighs 
and lega, and, indead of a light and defuttory man- 
ner qf fighting, to adopt a dole and firm one. After 
he had brought the youth to wear complete armour, 
and oh t^at account to confider themfelves as invin?- 
fible, his next Hep was to reform them with refpeft 
to luxury and love of expence. He could not, in- 
deed, entirely cure them of the diltemper with which 
(hey h^ long been infe»3:ed, a vanity of appear- 
ance, for they had vied with each other in fine clothes, 
in purple cai^p^ts, and in the rich fervice of their ta^ 
bles. But he b^gan with diverting their love of Ihow, 
irom fuperfluous things to thofe that were ufeful and 
honourable, and foon prevailed with them to retrench 
their daily expence upon their perfons, and to give 
in to a magnificence in their arms and the whole equi* 
page of war. The Ihops therefore were feen ftrewed 
jvith plate broken in pieces, while l^reaft-plates wera 
gilt with the gold, and Shields and bridles lludded 
irith the filver. Qn the parade the young men were 
managing horfes, or exercifing their arms. The 
women were feen adorning helmets and crefts with 
various colours, or embroidering military veil:* both 
for the cavalry and infantry. The very fight of thefe 
things inflaming their courage, and calling forth their 
vigour, made them venturous, and ready to face any 
danger. Fo^ much expence in other things that at- 
traii our eyes, tempts to luxury, and too often pro- 
duces effeminacy ; the feafting of the fenfes relaxing 
che vigour of the mind ; but in this inftance it 
ilrengtnens and improves it. Thus Homer reprefents 
Achilles, at the fight of his new armour, exulting 

into thejpirai or orbifulac fttrnii whenever they were furroundei], 
i^ OTder that tbf j might 'fact aad fight the enemy on every fide. 

with 
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with joy*, and burnmg with bnpatience to iifc lu. 
Wheii PhilopcEmen had perfuaded the youth thus to 
^xm and to adorn thomfelves, he mui}:ered andtrained 
them continually, and they entered with pride and 
pleafiire into his exercife, Fw they were greatly de- 
lighted with the new form of the battalion, which was 
fo cemented that it" feemed impoffible to break it. 
And their arms became eafy and light in the wearing, 
becaufe they were charmed with their richnefs and 
beauty, and they longed for nothing more than to 
life theni againft the. enemy, and tp try tliepi in ^ 
~ real encounter. 

At that time the Achseans were at war with Ma, " 
chanidas the tyrant of Lacedxmon, who with a 
powerful army was watching his opportunity to fnb-, 
due all Peloponnefus. As loon as n^ws was brought 
^at he was fallen upon the Mantineans, Fhilopoemen 
took the held, and marched againft him. They drew 
up their armies near Mantinea, each having a good 
number of mercenaries in pay, befide the whole force 
of their refpeSive , cities. The engagement being 
begun, Machanidas with his foreign troops attacked 
and put to Sight the fpearmen and the Tarentines, 
who' were placed in the Achaean front ; but after- 
wards* inilead of faiUng upon that part of the ariny 
who ftood thdr ground, and breaking them, he went 
upon " the f pimuit of the fugitives ; and when he 
ihould have endeavoured to rout the main body of < 
the Achseans, left his pwn. uncovered, philopoemen, 

* She Jrops the radiant burthen on the groniid ; 
Clang Ute ftning amiB, and ring the lliorcs around. 
Back Ihrink the niTnnidoDs with dread imjuhe. 
And from the bnoad effiilgence turn their ejes. 
TJnmovcd, the hero kindles at Ihefhew, 
And feels with rage divine hit bofoin glow ; 
From bis fierce ^e-balls living flamei cxfurB, 
And fiaih inceflknt like a. ftream of fire. 

Pope, II. 19th. 

-t Se$ Fdjrlnna, Book the xith. 

aftw 
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titer fo Indifferent a beginnings made light of this 
misfortune, and reprefented it as no great matter^ 
though the day Teemed to be loft.. But when he faw 
what an error the enemy committed, in quitting thdr 
foot, and going upon the jJurfuit, by wmch they left' 
him a good'opening, he did not try to Hop them in 
their career after the fugitivea, but fuffered therti td 
[ufs by. When the purfuers were got at a great 
diftance, he ruflied upon the Lacedaemonian infantry* 
now left unfupported by their right wing. Stretching,' 
iherefore» to the left, he took them in flank, deftitute 
as they were of a general, and far from expefting 
to come to blows ; for they thought Machanidas 
abfolutely fure of viAofy, when they faw him upon 
the purfuit. 

iUter he had routed this infantry with great flau^< 
ter (for it is laid that four thoufand Lacedemonians 
were left dead upon the fpot), he marched againft 
Machanidaa, who was now returning, with his mer- 
cenaries, from the purfuit. There was a broad and 
deep ditch between them, where both ftrove a while ; 
to one to get over and fly, the other to hinder him. 
Their appearance was not like that of a combat be- 
tween two generals, but between two wild beafts 
(or rather between a hunter and a wild bead) whom 
neceflity reduces to fight. Philopceraen was the great 
hunter. The tyrant's horfe being ftrong andlpirited, 
and violently fpurred on both fides, ventured to leap 
into the ditch ; and was raifing his fore-feet ra order 
. to gain the oppofite bank, when Simmias and Poly- 
asnus, who always fought by the fide of ^ilopoe- 
men, both rode up and leveled their fpears againft 
Machanidas. But PbUopoemen prerented them; and 
perceiving that the horfe, with his bead high reared, 
covered the tyrant's body, he turned his own a little, 
and pufhing his fpear at him with all his force, tum- 
bled him into the ditch. The Achaeans, in admira- 
tion of this exploit, and of his condud in the whole 

aiaion. 
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adion, let up his ftatue in brafs at DdjMi, In th# 
attitude in which he killed the tyrant. 

It is reported, that at the Nemean Gatnes., a littfe 
after he had gained the battle of Ajantiseay l^hilo^ 
pcemen (then chofen general the lecond tim^j and at 
Seifure on account of that great feftival) firft fcatifed 
his phalanx, in the befl; order and attire^ to paf^ in 
review before the Greeks, and to make all the ifioTft- 
ments which the art of war teaches^ ^ith the .utmoft 
vigour and agility. After this, he entered the .theatre^ 
while the muiicians were contending for the prize* 
He was attended by the youth in their military cloaks 
and fcarlet vefts. Thefe young men wetcall well 
made, of the fame age and (lature^ and though they 
fhewed great refpeft for their general, yet they fSemed 
not a little elated themfetves with the many glorioui 
battles they had foughL In the moment that they 
entered, Pylades the mtifician happened to be finging 
to his lyre the Perfte of Timotheus", and was pro* 
npuncing this verfe with which it begins, 

'I he palm of Uherty for Greece I nw., 
when the peoplc> -ftruck with the grandeur c^ the 
poetry, fung by a voice equally excellent, from every 
part of the theatre turned their eyes upon Philopce" 
men, and welcomed him with the loudeft piaiiditsi 
They caught in idea the ancient dignity of Greece* 
and in their prefent confidence afpired to the lofty 
fpirit of former times* 

As young horfes require their accuflomed ridersj 
and are wild and unruly when mounted by ftrangers, 
fo it wa? with .the Achaaans. When their forces 
were under any other commander^ on every great 
^ emergency, they grew difcontented, and looked about 
for rhilopcemen f and if he did but -make his ap^ 
pearance, they were foon fatisfied again and fitted for 
a^<m by the confideac& which they placed in bim ', 

. * Timotheu* wfts a Dythyrambic poet, who fkiuriiboii about the 
ninety fifth 01/mptaJ, ibree hundred and niiiel)- uight jtars before 
the Chriflian xra, 

weU 
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veil knovnng that he was the only g^oeral i»hom their 
enemies dum net took In the face, and that the^ 
weie ready to, tremble at his very name. 

Kiilip, king of Macedon, thinking he cdutd eaftly 
bring the Achseaiw under hiih ^ain, if Philopoetnea 
was out of the Way, privately fent fome perfons to 
Argos to aSaJHnate hitn. But this tre^cherr was 
tnnely difcovered, uid broug'ht upon Ptalip th4 
hatred and contempt of all the Greeks. The Bocch 
fians were befteging Megara, and hoped to be looQ 
maileTs c^ the place, when a report, though not a 
tnie ottt, being . fpread among them, that Phitopoc' 
men was - approaching to the relief of the befteged, 
they left their falling- ladders alrefldy f^anted againft 
the vrallg, ^d took to flight. Nahh, who was ty- 
rant of LacedEemcto after AfeK:hamdas« hdd -takea 
Meflefte by furprife: Philopcemen, who was out 
of command, endearoured to perfuade Lyfippu8». , 
then general of the Achaeaow, to fuccour the Meffe- 
neans ; but not prevailing widi himy becaufe, he faid, 
the enemy was within, and the' place irrecoverably 
loll, he went lumfelf, taking with him his own cib- 
zens, who waited neither for form of law nor com^ 
miffion, but fdlowed him upon this natural principle, 
that he who excels fliould always command. , When 
he was got pretty near, "Nabis was informed of it j 
and not darmg to wait, though his army lay quartered 
in the town, ftole out at anoUier gate with his troops, 
and nmrched off precipitately, thmking himfelf hap- 
py if he could dcape. He did indeed efcape, but 
Meflene was refeued. 

Thus hr every thing is great in the charafter of. ■ 
Philopoemen. But as for his going a fecond time 
mto Crete, at the reqheft of the Gortynians, who 
were CTgaged in war, and wanted him for general, it 
has been blamed, dther as an ad: of cowardice, in 
dderdng his own country when flie ,was diftreiTed by 
Mabis, or aa an unfeafonablc ambition to (hew himfelf 
to ftrangers. And, it is true, the MegalopoUtans 

were 
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were ihen fo hard pTe&d, that Ihe^ were obliged 
to fliut ^emfelves up within their walltj and to fow 
com in theii; very Itreets i the enemy having laid 
wafte tjiieir lands, and . encamped' atmoll at fheir 
gates* Phik)pceiiaen« therefoTe^ by entering mto thd 
fervice of the Cretans at fuch a fune) and taking a 
command beyond fea^ lurnifhed his enemies with i 
pretence to apcufe him of ba&ly flying from the war 
at home. . 

Yet it is faid, that aa the Achaeans had chofen 
other generals, Philopeemen, being unemployed^ 
bellowed his leifuTe upon the Gortyuians, aad took 
a command' among them at their requeft< For he 
had an extreme averfion to idlenefs^ and Vas deflrous^ 
above all things, to kepp his talents^ as a foldier and 
a general, in conflant practice* This was clear from 
what he faid of Ptolemy. Some were commoiding 
0at prince for daily ftudying the ftrt of War, and im- 
proving his ftrengtb by martial exeri^t^-!^^Vl>o," 
' laid he, *' can praife a prince of his age, t)lat ia 
** always pr^aring and never performs ?'-' 

The MegalopolluDs, highly incenfed at hU ab- 
fence, and looking upon it as a defettion, were in- 
clined to pafs an outlawry againA: him. But the 
Achs^ans prevented thim by fending their general 
Aiiljissnetus* to Megalopolis, \vho> though he diftered 
with Philopeemen about matters' of .government, 
would not I'uffer him to be declared an ogtlaw; Phi- ■ 
lopcemen, finding himfcif neglected by hisfljtizens, 
drew off from them feveral of the neighbouring bo. 
roughs, and inftrufted them to allege that they were 
not comprized in their taxations, nor originally of 
their dependencies. By ailifting them to maintaiii 
this pretext, he lellened the authority of Megalopolis 
in the general alfembly of the Achazans. But ihefe 
Uiings happened fome time after. 

Whilft he commanded the Gortynians in Crete, he 
did not, like a Peloponnefian or Arcadian, make war in 

" Poijbiuf and Llvy call him Aril) eenui. 

an 
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an c^en, generous manner ; bat adopting the Cretani 
puftoou, and ^fing their artiBces and Heists, their 
ftratagems and an)bu0ies, agatnft themlelves, he fooa 
fliewed them that their devices were like the fiwrt- 
fighted fcbemes of diildreti* when compared with ths 
kmg reach of an experienced generaL 

Having greatly diftinguiihed himfelf by thefie 
means, and p^ormed many exploits in that country) 
be r^urned to Pcl(^onnefus with honour. Here he 
found Philip beaten by T. <^ Flaminius, and Nabis 
engaged in war both with the Romans and Achxans. 
He was iHUnediately cho&n general of the Achaauts | 
but veuturin? to a6: at lea, he fell under the fame 
misfortune with Epsuninoodas, he law the great ideaa» 
that had been formed of bis courage and condu&, 
TaniQi, in confequence of his ill fuocefs in a naval 
en^ement. Some fay indeed that Epaminondat 
was unwilling that his countrymen flxmld have any 
ihare of the advantages of the fea, lek of good foU 
diers (as Plato* exprefles it) they fliould become li- 
centious and diflblute lailors ; and therefore chofe t4 
return from Afia and the i^es without effecting any 
thmg. But Philopcemcn being perfuaded that his 
ikiU in the land fervice would infure his fuccefs at fea, 
found to his coft, how much experience contributes 
to victory, and how much pradice adds in all things 
to our powers. ■ For he was not only worfted in the 
fea-fight for want of Hull ; but having fitted up an 
old Oiip which had been a famous veflel forty years 
before, and maimed it with his townfmen, it proved 
fo le^y that they Were in danger of being toft. 
Finding that, after this, ^e enemy defpifed him as a 
man who difclainied all pcetenfions at fea, and tha(t 
Jthey had infolently laid liege to Gythium, he fet fail 
again ; and as they did not exped him, but were 

* Tbit obferratLon occuia In Plato's foDit)) book De l^m; woi 
from this paiTage of Plutarch it appears, that ibcie. icflead of 
xfUfun we ihould read ftsufuif. Indeed, the ancient Greek ia not 
propedy expreHedj ani there are now no trpes fof it. , 

Vol. hi. C dif- 
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Jifperfed withoot any precaution by reafon of their 
• late vi£tdry,' he landed in the night, burnt their camp, 
and killed a great number of them. 

A few days after, as he was marching through a 
difficult pa(s, Nabis came fuddenly upon him. 'fhe 
Achaeans were in great terror, thinking it impoffible 
to tfcape out of lb dangerous a paflage, which the . 
enemy h$d already feized. But Philopamen, making 
a.Uttle halt, and feeing, at once, the nature of the 
ground, (hewed, that fliill in drawing up an army is 
the capital point in the art of war. For altering a 
iittle ihe difpofition of his forces, and adapting it to 
the prefent occafion, without any buftle he eafily dtC- 
«igaged them from the difficulty j and then felling 
.upon the enemy, put them entirely to the rout. 
.When he faw that they fled not to the town, but dif- 
perfed themfeites about the country; as the ground 
was woody and uneven, and on account of the brooks 
and .ditches impradicable for the horfe, he did not go 
upon, the purfuit, but .encamped before the evening. 
Concluding, however, that the fugitives would return 
as foon as it grew dark, and draw up in a ftraggling 
manner VO the city, he placed in ambiifli 1^ the 
brooks and hills that furrounded it, many parties of 
the Achsans with their fwords in their hands. By 
this means the greatert part of the troops of Nabis 
were cut off: For, not returning in a body, but as the 
chance of flight had difperfed them, they fell into 
their enemies' hands, and were caught like fo many 
birds, ere they could enter the town. 

Philopcemen being received on this account with 
^reat honour and applaufe in all the theatres of 
Creeeei, it gave fome umbrage to Fiaminius, a man- 
naturally ambitious. For, as a Roman conliil, he' 
thought himfelf entitled to much greater marks of 
diftindion among the Achgeans, than a man of Ar- 
cadia ; and that, as a public benefeftor, he was infi- 
nitely above him ; having by one proclamation fet free 
'all that part of Greece, wmch had been eoQaved by 

PhiUp 
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Hiilip and ^he Macedomam*. After tMs, Flaminius 
made peace with Nabis ; and Nabis was ailailinated 
by the ^tolians. Hereupcm, Sparta being in great 
confufioa, Philopamen, feizing the opportunity, 
came upon it with his army, attdj partly by force, 
•partly by perfuafion, brought that city to join in the 
Achaean league. The gaining over a city of fuch 
dignity and power made him perfe&ly adored among 
the Achsans. And, indeed, Sparta was an acquifi- 
rion of vaft impbitance to Achaia, of which (he was 
BOW become a member. It was aUb a grateful fcr- 
vicc to the principal Lacedaemonians, who hoped 
now to have him for the guardian of their Hberty. 
For which reafon, having fold the houfe and goods 
of Nabis, by a, public decree they gave the money, 
'vi'hicl] amounted to an huiVdred iand twenty talents, to 
Fhilopcemen, and determined to fend it by perfons 
deputed from their body. 

■ On this bccafion it appearedhow clear his integrity 
was J that he not only feemed, but tvas a virtuous 
man. For not one of the Spartans chofe to fpeak to a 
perfon of his charaQer about a prefent ; but, afraid 
of the office, they all excufed themfelves, and put it 
upon Timolaus, to whom he wae bound by the rights 
of hofpitality. Timokils went to Megalopolis, and 
was entertained at Philopoemen's houJe ; but when 
he obferved the gravity of his difcourfe, the fimplici- 
ty of his diet, and. the integrity of his manners quite 
impregnable to the attacks and deceits of money, he 
faid not a word about the prefent, but, having afligned- 
anotho- caufe for his coming, returned home. He 
was fent a fecond time, but could not mention tha- 
tncAey. "In a thirdvilit he brought it out with much 
difficulty, and declared the benevolence of Sparta to 
him. Philopcemen heard with pleafure what he had 
to lay, but imme<Uately went himfelf to the people of 
Lacetbsmon, and advifed them not to try to tempt 

* Dacier reads JJacedammiatu, hu\ Joes not mention hia autho- 
rity, 
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.^ood moi vii& momyt ybo wen ^kvady theufneiids, 
and of waofe virtues they might freelyaivail therafelvesj 
but to buy and' corrupt ill mem who oppofed thek 
. ntcaTures in council, chat thus iilencedt theyniight 
(five th^m the lefs . trouble ; it being much bett^ tp 
. uop th« mouthe of their enemies^ thim of their friends. 
.Such was PhUoJKsmen's amten^t of Bjoney. 

Some time after, Diophanes, being general of the 
.Achaeans, and hearing that the Lacedxmumans liad 
:thoughts of withdrawing from the league, deter- 
mined to chafUfe them. Meanwhile they prepared 
for war, and raifed great commotions in Felopoone- 
fua. philopcemen tried to ^peaie Diophanes and 
Jifip him quiet ; reprefentiag to him, " that while 
^' AtUiochus* and the Romans were c<wtending in 
'* the heart of Greece with two fuch powerful armies, 
" an Achxan general {hould turn his attention to 
** them ; and, inllead of Ughting up a war at home, 
.'* flwuld overloc^ and pals by fome real inju- 
." ries." When he found that Diophanes did not 
hearken to him, but marched along with Fl^n^iniufi 
into I^aconia, and that they took their route towards 
Sparta, he did a thing which cannot be vindicated bv 
law v\d ftrid juftice, but which diCi^overs a great and 
noble daring. He got into the tqwn.himfelf, and, 
though but a piivate man, Ihut the gates a^oA an 
. Acbxan general and a Roman conful ; heateid the di- 
.vifions among the Lacedsmonian^, and brought them. ' 
back to the league. 

, Yet^ afterwards, when he was general himfelfi Up* 
on fome new fubjed of complaint agajnft that peQpley ^ 
he reftorcd their exiles, and put eighty citizens to 
death, as Polit^us tells us, or, according to .4)^<l* 
crates, three hundred and fifty. He demoliihed their 
walls, took from them great part of their territory, 
^d added it to tiut of Megalopolis. All ivho bad 

* This fame year, CaiuB Liviug with the Roman flert d(&at«i 
that of Antiochus near Eptiefua. 

been 
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kem rmde&tx of Spona by the tjnati, he disiiran- 
dufcdi, and aanied into AchaJa; except Aree thou- 
fiuutivho rifuied to quit the place, and thpfe he fcJd 
for Saves. ' B7 way of inftdt, as it were, upon Spans, 
wkfa ibe money arifuig thfn^e be built a povtico in 
Mcgalt^olis. Parfuing las vengeance againft that 
||oha|^ people who bad already fuffered more thafl 
they dc£ervM, be added om ci\i&\ and mod unjuft 
thing ta fill up the meaiure of k : he deftroysd that 
eoomtutioa. He aboliflwd the dilciptiDe of Lycargus, . 
compelled them to give thear children and youth an 
Achseao educati^Hi, inAead of that of their own coun- 
try ; being perfoaded that thetr fpirit could never be 
humbled, while they adhered to the inftitutions of 
thdr great lawgiver. Thus brought, by the weight of 
their cakanitira, to have the ftnews of their city cvt 
by Hdbpcemen, they grew tame and fubmiffive. 
&uae tiine after, indeed, upon application to th« 
Romans, they fhook off the Achxan cuftoms, and re. 
eftai^lhed their ancient ones, as &r as it could be 
diosK, after fo much mifery and corruption. 
. When the Romans were carrying on the \rar with 
Antiochus in Greece, Pfcilopcemen was hi a private 
ftation. And when he faw Antiochus fit ^iW at Cha)- 
cit» and fpend his time In youthful love and a marri- 
ag^ U£^it^»te to his years, whilff the Syrians roam- 
^ from town to town wiihont d&if^e uid whhont 
officers, and minded nothing but thdr pteafuref, 
he- sepbKd extremely th at he was not then general 
«f the Achaeaas, and fcrupled not to declare, that ht 
fiuvied die Romans their vi&ory ; ** For had I beeA 
.** m command," faid he, *' I would have cut them 
** all in pieces in die tarvems." After Antiochus was 
(flrei^CDisae, the Romans prelTed ftilt harder Upon 
Giecccj and h«nmed in the Achxans with their poW- 
««, while the orators too were inclined to their intereft. 
Under the au^ei of heaves, tfadr ftrength prfa- 
vailed over all; and the point was at hand, where 
fortune, who iaii long veered, was to ftand ftill. In 
... ' C 3 thefe 
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thefe circiimftances, Phildptemen, like a g6od pUot^' 
ftrwggled with the waves. SometUnes he was forced 
to give way a little ^nd yield to the times, but on moft • 
pccafions maintaining the conflifl:, he endeavoured to 
dfaw all that were confiderable, either for their elo- 
quence or riches, to the fide of liberty. Arifbcne- 
tus the Megalopolitan, who had great intereft among 
the Achse^ns, but always courted the Romans,' de-i 
t:lared it in council as his opinion, *' Thattheyought 
*^ not- to be oppofed or difobliged in any thing." Phi- 
iopoemen heard him with filent indignation ; and at 
iaft, when he could- refrain no longer, faid to him: 
*' And why in fuch hafte, wretched man, to fee aR 
■" end of Greece?" Manius*, the Roman conful, 
after the defeat pf Antiochvis, moved the Achxans to 
permit the Lacedaemonian exiles to return, and Titus 
feconded him in his application ; but Philopcemen 
oppofed it, not owt of any ilUwill to the exiles, but 
becaufe. he was willing they Ihould be indebted for 
that benefit to bimfelf and the Acheeans, and not to 
the favour of Titus and the Romans. For the next 
year, when he was general himfelf, he reftored them. 
Thus his gallant fpjrit led him to contend with the 
-prevailing powers. 

He was eleSed general of the Achaeans, the eighth 
-time, when feventy years of age ; and now he hoped 
not only to pafs the year of his magiftracy without 
war, but the remainder of his life in quiet. . For as 
the force of diftempers abates with the ftrength of 
the body, fo in the Hates of Greece the fpirit of con- 
tention failed with their power. Some avenging 
deity, however, threw him down at Iaft, like one who 
with matchlefs fpeed runs over the race and ftum- 
bles at the goal. It feems, that being in company 
where a. certain general was mentioned as an extra- 
ordinary man, Pmlopcemen faid, " There was no 
" great account to be made of a man lyho fuffcred 

• Msniae Acilius Gtabiio. 

*' himJ^lf 
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" himfelf to be tiken alive." A fisw days after this, 
Dinocrates the Meflenian, nho was particularly on 
ill terras with Philopcemen, and, indeed, not upon 
good ones with any perfon, by reaibn of his profligate 
ai\d wicked life, found means to draw Meffene off 
h'om the league ; and it was alfo faid that he was 
going to feize a little place called Colonis". Philo- 
pcemen was then at'Argos, fick of a fever ; but up- 
on this news he pulhed to Megalopolis, and reached it 
in one-day, though it was at the diftance of four hun- 
jdred furlongs. From thence he prefently drew out a 
body of horie, confifting of the nobility, but all young ' 
men, who, from affe&on to his perfon and ambition 
for glory, followed him as volunteers. With thefe hs 
niarched towards Meffene, and meeting Dinocrates on 
Evander's lullf, he attacked and put him to flight. 
But five hundred men, who guarded the flat coun- 
try, fuddenly coming up, the others, wbo were rout- 
ed, feeing them, rallied again' about the hills. 
Hereupcm, Philopounen, aAaid of bpin? furrounded, 
-and defiroOB of faving his young cavalry, retreated 
.upon rough and diflicult ground, while he was in the 
rear, often turning upon the enemy, and endeavour- 
.ing to draw them entirely upon himfelf. Yet none 
of tKera dared to encounter him ; they only fliouted 
and rode about him at a diitance. As he often &ced 
about, and left his main body, on account of hie 
young men, each of whom he was folicitous to 
put out of danger, at laU; he found himfelf alone 
amidft a number of the enemy. Even then they 
durit not attack him hand to hand, but, hurl- 
ing their- darts at a diftanoe, they drove him upon 
fteep and craggy places, where he couid fcarcely make 

* There is no fuch place linown ag Colonis. Livy (Uh. 39,) 
calla >t Corona | and Plutarch probably wrote Corona or Curonii. 
Strabo mentions the latter as a placq in the neigbbonrhctqd.of Mei'- 

fftlC. 

f Evander's hill is likewife unknown. Folyhlus, and after ban 
■Paufanias, mention a hill called Enm (which rtame it probably had 
Ijjomthj: cries orthe Bacchanals), not &r from MelTen*. 

C 4 his 
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Jtis horfe go, though hf^fparted hSm ccAUmUaUy^ 'He 
vas ftill a^ve through exorcife, and'for that res- 
fen hit as£ was no hipdrance to hit efcape ; but 
faeii^ weakened by fKkAdSr »Qd extremely fatigtted 
with his journey, his horfe threw him, now heavy 
and encumbered^ upon the itooes. -Hj^ head was 
wounded with the fall, aiid be lay » long^ tim^ 
Ipeechle&, ib that the eijemy, tbinkmg him dead, 
began to turn him, in ordef to ftrip him of bit 
anns. But imding that he raifed liis head and opened 
hie eyes, they gathered thick about him, bound hia 
hands behind, his back* and led him off with fach 
unworthy treatment and grofs abufe, as Philopcomext 
could never have fuppofcd he ihould come to fufieir 
even from DinpcraUs. - 

. The Meffenians, elated at the nfewt, fiocked to the 
gates. But when they fitw Philopcemen dragged 
ftlo!^ in a mMuier fo uavorthy of the glory ot hie 
atcbievemeitts and trophies, mofl: of them «(Cxe 
touched with pity and compaffion for his misfortune 
They ihed tears, and contemned all human great 
nds as a faithlefs f^^port., zs vanity and nothing. 
. -Thdr tears by little and Uttle turned to kind wort^ 
and they began to fay, they ought to remember h» 
former benefits, and the liberty he had proicurei^them 
by expelling the tyrant Nabis. A few there were is- 
deed, who, ta graufy Dinocrates, talked of puttii^ 
Phiiopoemen to torture and to death, as a dangemus 
and implacable enemy, and the more to be dreaded 
by Dinocrates, if he efcaped after being made prifo. 
ner, and treated with fuch indignity. At kft th«y 
-put him in a dungeon called the Treafury*, whicn 
had neither air nor light, from without, and which 
having no doors was clofed with a great ftone. In 
this dungeon they fliut him up with the ftone, and 
placed a guard around it. 

• The jpublio treafure was kept there : and it was Ihut up wiU) 
an irntDeDfe.Atwf, moved to tt by ui engine, lav. Lib. xsxix. 

Mean* 
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ftteanwBlle, iWAche^ cavairy recollediog them.' 
Cdves after their flight, foond that niilopcemen was 
not with them, and probably bad tod his lUt. They 
nadea ftand, and called him with loud cries, btaBrisg 
each other for making a bafe and fliamefut efcap^ 
by abandoning their general, tvho had been prodig^ 
of Ms ownlUe in order to fave theirs. By much 
fearch and enquiry about the country, they gnt ia- 
teffigence that he was taken [Kroner, and eamed the 
heavy news to the ftate& of Achaia : who conftdeiit^ 
it as the gieatefl: of loff^s, refolved to fend an em» 
bafly to demand him of the Meflenians; and, in the 
mean time, prepared for war. 

While the Achseans fl^re taking thefe refolutioiM, 
Dmocrates, who moft of all dreaded time, as the 
thing moft Hkely to faTe Pbilopcemen, determined to 
be befbre-bilnd with the leagae. Therefore, whoi 
sight was come, atad the fnultitude retu-ed, he opeft- 
ed Che dangeon, and fent in one of bis (crvants witiv 
a dofe <rf poifon. Mid orders not to leave Ilim tiff 
he bad taketi. it. I^ilopocmen was laid down in 
his ctoak, but not afteep: Vexation and refentment 
kept him aw^ce^ When he faw the light, and the 
man ftanding by him with the cnp of pcafon, he 
raifed himfelf up as well as hie weaknefs would per-> 
mit ; and, receiving 'the cup^ afred him, '* Whe- 
" thm he had heard any thing; of hit cavalry, and par- 
** ticularly ef Lycortas f" The executioner anfwering 
that they aima^ all efeaped, he nodtfed his bead in 
fign trf fatisfefHon ; and looking kindly upon him, 
feid, ** Thou bringeft good tidings, and we are not 
" m all re^>e£l8 unhajipy." Without uttering an- 
other word, or breathing the leait figh, he draiUE off 
the poifon, and laid down again. He was already 
brought fo low that he could not make much ftruggle 
with the fatal dofe, and it diipatched him prefently. 

The news of his death filled all Achaia with grief 
and lamentation. All the youth immediately re- 
paired with the deputies of the fcveral cities to Me- 
galopoliSf 
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gaiopolis, where they refolved without lofs of time 
to ta^e their revenge. For this purpofe, having 
ch<^^ Lycortas* for their general, they entered Mef* 
tenia, ^d ravaged the country, till the Mefieniaiu 
vith one ctHUent opened the gates and received 
them. Dinocrates prevented their revenge by killing 
^tnielf: vid.thofe that voted for having Philopoemen' 
put ,to death, followed his example^. But fuch as. 
wetre.for having him put to the torture, were takers 
by Lycorias, aiid rderved for more painiiil punilh* 

When they had burnt his remains, they put the 
afties in an urn, and returned, not in a diforderly 
^nd promlfcuous manner, but uniting a kind of tri- 
tttiif)bal march with the funeral fotcmnity. FiWl 
canie the foot with crowns of vidory on their heads, 
and t^rs in their eyes -, and attended by their captive 
enemies in fetters, polybius, the general's fon, with 
the principal Achseans about him» carried the urn, 
which was. fo adorned with ribbons and garlands, 
|hat it was hardly vifible. 'ilie march was clofed by 
the cavalry completely armed and iiuperbly mounted ; 
th^ neither exprelTed in their looks the melancholy 
of fuch a mourning, nor the joy of a viftory. The 
people of the towns and villages on the way, flocked 
out, as if it had been to meet him returning frc«n a 
glorious campaign, touched the urn with great re- 
{•peQ-t and conduced it to Megalopolis. The old 
men, the women and children, who joined the pro 
^eflion, raifed fuch a bitter lamentation, that it fprea^ 
through the army, and was re-echoed by the city, 
which, befides her grief for Philopoeraen, bemoaned 

• This was in the fccond year of the hundrej and forlyTointlt 
OlyitipiaU. Lyrartas was father to Polybius the hiftorian, who was 
in ihe aiUon, and might he then about twenty years of age. 

f Ttrrvf it' buui( «o»)|un( eoufjif£mm i Amcigrot. He' in- 
tended jtb'have theni beatea with rods before they were put to 
death. 

her 
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her own calamity, as in him flip thought flie loft the 
chief rank and influence among the Achxans. 

His iaterment was fuitable to his dignity, and tb^ 
M eflenian priibnerB were ftoned to death at his tomb. 
Many ftatues were fet up*, and many honours de- 
creed him by the Grecian cities. But when Greece 
was involved in the dreadful misfortilne of Corinth, 
B certaip Roman t attempted to get them all pulled 
down, accufmg him in form, as if he had been alive, 
of implacable enmity to the Romans. When he had 
^niihed the impeachment, and Polyblus had an- 
fwered his calumnies, neither Mumnuus nor his lien* 
tenants would fuffer the monuments of fo illuftrioos 
a man to be defaced, though he had oppofed "both 
Plamijiius and Glabrlo not a little. For they made 
a proper dillin^on between virtue and intereft, be> 
tween honour and advantage; well concludiog that 
rewards and grateful acknowledgments are always 
due from perlong obliged to their benefa&ors, and 
honoor and refped from men of merit to each other* 
So much concerning Philopcemen, 

* Paufanias in his Arcadic, giTcff ui the infeiiption the Tegeani 
pat upon one of Ihc^p ftatues. 

■f This happened tl(irty-feven years after h'la death, that is, the 
fccond year of the hundred and forty-eighth Olympiad, one hundred 
Vtd -forty-five yean before the Chnfiian xn. 



TITUS 

C,q,-Z.-dbvGOOg[C 



I ^« 3 



TITUS Q^U I N C T 1 U & 

FLAMINIU8. 



THE perf«n wham we put m paralle] witlt 
BiikijKEmeny h Titus (^in^us FbHuaii^*^ 
Tkbfe who are defnrous of bdng acquainted ^th his 
counieaance and %ftTe» tteed but look upon th« 
flame in braft, which is ereded a£ Rome, with si 
Gretk sofcrqitmB opon it, oj^x^te the Circus Ma^i^ 
mus, near the great ftatne of Aptdlo, which wm 
brought from Carthage. As to his difpofition, he 
Was quick both to Tefent an injory, Aid to do a fer- 
vice. But his refentment was not in all refpefts lika 
his afieflion, for he puniftied Ughtty^, and £3on forgot 
the o£fence ; but bis attachBients and iervicea wen 
lafting and complete. For the perfons whom he 
had obliged, he ever retained a kind regard, as if, 
mftead of receiving, they had conierred a ftivour j 

* It ought to be written Flamanm and not Flmmmhu, Foljr- 
blus, L'lTy, and all the other hiflorians, write it Flatnininus. In* 
deed, the Flaminii were a very different family Irom the Flamininii. 
The former were Patricians, the latter Plcbeiaoi. Cams FlaminiiiB, 
who was killed in the battle at the lake of Thrafymenua, was of the 
PIel>eian family. Befides, fome manurcripts, for inflance the Vnl- 
cob. an Anon, and one that Dacier confulted, have it Flamininus : 
which would be fiifBcient authority to coirefl it. But that would 
occafioa fome inconvenience, becaufe Plutarch has called him Flami- 
nius in other places, as well as here in bis life ; and indeed feveral 
modem writers have done the fame. 

and* 
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andy -confidering ■tbetn as fai& greatcA tr<aAiK, in 

was always r«a4y to prote^ md te pr<Hnote thmu 
Ntfuially covetous of honour tad. amct and aet 
chufiog to kit others have ^y jWe in hu great uid 

rd adions, he took more pkafur« in thofe vhonii 
could aflift, than in thofe who couid give hi^ 
afliftaace } Iqc^jog upon the fonner as- peruns whgi 
^ferded room for the exertion of virtue, and the 
latter as his rivals in glory. 

' From his youth he was trained up to the pjof«ifi(A 
ef anns. For, Rome having then many imiportaot 
wars upon her hands, her youth betook themfelve* 
beffizKs to arm£» and had early opportunities to qua- 
lify thamfelves to command. Flaminius ferved like 
the reft, and was firft a legionary triune * under 
the conful Marcellus, in the war with Hannibal* 
Marcellue fell into an ambuCcade, and was flain.; 
after which Flaminius was appointed governor o£ 
Tar^iunm, newly retaken, and of the country about 
it. In this commiiTion he grow no lefs famous for 
bia adminiftration of jullice thaii for his nulitarr 
8uU y for vhich rrafon he was appointed chief di- 
redor of 'the two colonied that were fent to the cities 
of Nam^ and CoiTa. 

* This infpired him with fuch lofty thoughts, that 
overlooknig the ordinary previous ftejw by which 
young men afcend, I mean the offices of Tribune, 
Frstor, and ^£dile, he aimed dire<^Iy at the conful- 
ibi^ SuppCHted by thofe colonics, he pre&nted 
hiinfelf as a candidate. But the tribunes Fulvim 
and Manliuis oppofed him, inliAing that it was a 
ftrasge aad unheard>of thing, for a man fb yooogi 
yfha was not yet initiated in tlu firA myfteries. of 
gorerpmeiU, to intrude, in contempt of the lawa, 

• He was appointed a. tribune at lljf age of twenty, in the 
fourth year of the tuntdred and forty-fecond Oiymp'ad. Conle- 
outotly he me bora the ficft year of the bondred and thirty-eighth' 
Olympiad, which' wa£ tlie year of Boras 526. Livy teUs u^-, bt 
wa» thirty-three years of age, when he proclaimed iiber^ ta 
Greece. 

into 
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into- the highed office in the ftate. The fenats ret 
ferred the afiair to the fufirages -of the people ; and 
Ae people ekfted him conful, though he was not 
yet thirty years old, ■wnth Sextus ^lius-. The lot* 
being caft. for the ptovinces, the war with Philip and ■ 
the Macedonians fell to Flaminius : and this hap- 
pened very fortunately for the Roman people ; as 
that department required a general, who did not 
want to do every thmg by force and violence, but 
rather by gentlenefs and perfuafion. For Macedonia 
lumiihed Philip with a fufficient number of men for 
his wars, but Greece was his principal dependance 
for a war of any length. She it was that fuppUed 
feim with money and provifions, with ftrong holds 
and places of retreat, and, in a word, with all the ma-" 
terials of war. So that if (he could not be difengaged 
from Philip, the war with him could not be decided 
by a fmgie battle. Befides, the Greeks as yet had 
but little acquaintance with the Romans-, It was now 
firft to be eflabUihed by the intercourfe of bufmefs j 
and, therefore, they would not fo foon have em- 
braced a foreign authority, inftead of that they had 
been accuftdmed to, if the Roman general had not 
been a man of great good-nature, who was more 
ready to avail himfelf of treaty than of thfc fword, 
who had a perfualive manner where he applied, and 
was affable and eai'y of accefs when applied to, and 
who had a donftant and invariable regard to juftice. 
But this will better appear from his adions them- 
felves. 

Titus finding that Sulpitius and Publius •, liis 
predeceffors in command, had not entered Macedo< 
nia till late in the feafcm, and then did not profecute 
the war with vigour, but fpent their' time in Ikir- 
miftiing to gain fome particular poll or pafs, or to 
intercept fome provifions, determined not to aO: like 

• PublinE Sulpitius Gatba was conful two yeais before. Publius 
VilKus Tappuliia was confiil the year after Sulpitius, and next 
htioK Flaotinioi. 

then). 
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tbem. They had ^^ed the y«ar of thdr co&fulate 
in the enjoyment of their new honours and in the ad- 
miniftration of domeftic affairs, and towards the clofe 
of the year' they repaired to their province ; by which 
ailifice . they got their command ctmtinued another 
year, being the Aril year in charader of conful, and 
the fecond of proconful. But Titus, ambitious to 
dilHnguifh his confullhip by fome important expedi- 
tion, left the honours and prerogatives he had in 
Rome: and having requeued the fenate to permit 
his brother Lucius to command the naval forces, and 
feleSed three thoufand men, m yet in full vigour and 
fjsrits •, and the glory of the field, from thoie troops, 
who imder Scipio had fubdued Afdrubal in Spain, 
aAd Hannibal in Africa, he croifed the fea, and got 
lafe into Efrirus. There he found Publius encamped 
oyer agai^il Philip, who had been a long rime de- 
fending the fords of the river Apfus and the adjun- 
ing ftnuts -, and that Publius had not been able to 
ma any thing, by reafpn of the natural ftrength of 
the place. 

Titus having taken the command of the army, ■ 
and fent Publius home, fet himfelf to confider the 
nMure of the country. Its natural fortifications are 
equal to thofe of Tempe ; but it is not like Tempe, 
in the beauty of the woods and groves, and the 
verdure of vaileys and delicious meads. ,To the 
right and left there is a chain of lofty mountains, be- 
tween which there is a deep and long channel. Down 
this runs the river Apfus, like the Peneus both in its 
appearance and rapidity. It covers the foot of the 
hills on each fide, fo that there is left only a narrow 
craggy path, cut out clofe by the ftream, which is 
not eafy for aiy army to pais at any time, and, when 
guarded, is not paffable at all. 

There were fome, therefore, who advifed Flami- 
luos lo tike a compafs through Daflaietis along the 
Lycus, which was an eafy pa&ge. But he was 

• Ocv'i nftvitx — as the edge of tht Titapon, 

afr^d 
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airaid that if he removecl too ha horn the fea, iitto a 
country that was barreti and Uttk cultivated^ while 
Philip aToided a. battk, he might come to want provtf 
fvxiB,, and be couftrauaed, like the genial before him* 
to retreat to the fea, without e&£Ung any tl^» 
This detemuned him to make his way up the moun* 
tains, fword-in^hand, and to force a pa&ge. But 
Philip's army being poffefled of the heights, fltowiered 
down their darts and arrows apoja the Ron^iaB froih 
every quarter. Several fharp cootefts earfyed, -JA 
which many were killed and wounded oB both fides; 
but none that were likdy to be decifive. 
, In the mean time, fome ftiepherds of thofe moUn> 
tains came to the confiil with the difcovery of a wind* 
tog way, negle£led by the enemy, by which thsy 
promifed to bring his army to the top in three day» 
at the' &rtheft. And, to confirm the truUi of VKH: 
th£y ,iaid, they brought Charops the Am of Ma^ 
chatas» prince of the Epirots ; who was a friend to 
the Ramans, and privately alTifted them out of fear 
of Philip. As Flaminius could confide in him, he 
fent away a tribune mth four thousand foot and three 
hundred horfe. The Qiepherds in bonds led the way. 
In the day-time they lay ftill in the hoUowa of the 
.woods, and in the night they marched i for the mooa 
vas then at full. Flaminius having detached this 
oarty, let his main body reJl the three days, and only 
bad fome flight ikirmilhes with the enemy to take up 
,lhetf attention. But the day that he expe&ed thofe 
vrho had taken the circuit, to appear upon the heights j 
he drew out his forces early, both the hesvy and 
Iwhf armed, and, dividing them into three parts, 
himfelf.led the van; marchin|; his men aloDg the 
narroweft path by the fide of the river. The Mace- 
donians galled him with their darts ; but be niain* 
tatned &£ combat notwithtbuiding the difadraAtage 
of ground ; and the other two parties fought with 
^ the ^oi^t of emnlatioB, ami chmg to uie mdu 
with aftonilhing ardour. 

IB 
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in the mean time the fun arofe, and a finoak ap- 
peared at a dillance, not very fbong, bi» like the 
mill: of the hills. Being on the back of the enemy, 
they did not obferve- it, for it came from the troops 
who hitd reached the top. Amidft the- fatigue of the 
CDg^ement the Romans were in doubt whether it 
was a fignal or not, but they inclined to believe it the 
thing they wiflied. And when they faw it increafe, 
fo, as to darken the air, and to mount higher ana- 
higher, they were well alTured that it came fromithe 
fires which their friends had lighted. Hereupon ther 
fet up loud fhouts, and charging the enemy with 
greater v^our, puflied them into the moil craggy 
^aces. Tlie ihouts were re-echoed by thofe behmd 
.at the top of the mountain. And now the Mace- 
donians fled with the utmoft precipitation. Yet there 
were not above two thousand flain, the purfuit being - 
impeded by the difficulty of the afcent. The Romans, 
however, pillaged the camp, fnzed the money and 
Haves, -and became absolute mailers of the pals. 

They then traverfed all Epirus, but with fucb 
order and difcipline, that, though they were at a. 
great dillance from their fhips and the lea, and had 
not the ufua] monthly allowance of corn, or conve- 
nioice of markets, yet they fpared the country, which 
at the fame time abounded in every thing. For 
Flaminius was informed that Philip, in his paflage 
or rather flight through Thefialy, had compelled the 
people to- quit their habitations, and retire to the 
mountains, had burnt the towns, and had given as 
plunder to his men what was too heavy or cumbejf- 
Ibme to be carried off; and fo had in a mani^er. yielded 
up the country to the Romans. The conful,- there- 
fore, made a point to prevail with his men to fpare 
-it as their own, and march through it as land alreatfy 
.ceded to them. ' 

The event Toon fiiewed the benefit of this good 
order. For as foon at they enteral Theffaly, all its 
cides declared for them ; and the Greeks^witbin Ther> 

Vol,. III. D mopyke 
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mopylae lortged for the pnteBxai of Flaminius, and 
gave up thar hearts to him. The Achseans re- 
■noanccd their alliance nith RiiUp, and by a folemn 
decree refolvcd to take part with the RomaA* agamft 
him. And though the Cohans, who at that time 
were ftrongly attached to the Roiaans, mSMto the 
<5pantians an offer to garrifon and defittid their city, 
they rdiifcd it j and having fent for Flamisids, put 
themfelves in his hahds. 

It is reported of Pyrrhiis, whert from ui eminence 
Tie had firfl: a profpea of the dtfiporKion of the Ro- 
man army, that he fiJd, ** 1 fee nothing barbarian- 
•• like in Ae ratiks of thefc barbariaas." lAdeed, aH» 
who Once faw Flan^ros, fpoke c^ Mm m the feme 
ttntli. They had heard the MacedOniaM feprerelll 
him at the fierce commander of a hoft of barbamiH, 
who was come to nrin and deftroy, and to reduce 
%\l va flavBiy : and, whett afterwards they met a 
yotmg mift of a turn afpe^, Hfho !i»ok« very ^ood 
GrcA» tnd was a ItjTtr of true hotwor, they were 
eitremely taken ivith hiiAj and excited die kind re- 

tafds of ihdt citi^ to him, as to a general 4^ would 
ad them to Hberty. 
After this, Philip feeming incBfied to neat, Fla- 
■ininiui tame to an mterview * -viith him, and offered 
tdai peftce and friendfhip with ' Rome, <m condition 
^Aat be left the Grecians tree, and withdrew his gar- 
Tifons from theh dtio. And ^ he refuCad rfiefe 
tBrntt, !t was ohriotrs even to the paruftflfts of Pytip, 
'thitt the Romans were not come to fight againft tbe 
;Ortfcfcs, but for Grtsce againft the Macedonirat. 
■ The reft of Greece acceding volBtttarily to the 
■confederacy, the .conful entered Bfleotia, but ia a 
peaceable mannt*, and the chief of the Thebans 
rt.me to meet hhn. They were incSned to the Mace- 
donian interellon accoimt of Brachytlas, but they ho- . 
•ijowed and re^fted Flaminiw, and were willing 

• See h*jhia3. Book the XTII. 

-".--. to 
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to prderve die MejidSoff of botfo. FlaxoisIiH r«< 
ceived ibcm vith great gopdaefe, ; fmbrat:^ thcBa« 
and went oa flowly with tb^a, a&io^ varviuft (}uef-« 
tioos, asd entertaining them -vntb diicourfe^ «a pur* 
pofe to ^ve his {pldiets time tQ gohk np. Umi f)4^ 
vancing inieniib]/ to tbe ^ite* ofThebet, he ei)t«r^ 
die city with them. They did not indoed quit« relilh 

. the thing, hut they were ^nid to forhid biia* 3| he 
ciime ib well attended- Ilien, ai if he had bqen iot 
no^wife mafter of the town, he endeavoured by per* 
luafion to 'brag it to declare for the Rosiaiu j King 
Attalus {bspnding turn, and ofing all hi« rh^ocic t4 
the Thebans. Sut that prince> it feeau, m ^«atfcar'> 
nefs to lerve Flaminius, eaer^g himfelf more ma 
bis age could hear, was leized, as he was ^e^ton^ 
with ^ giddiaels or rheum which made (uea fwpoa 
a^yay. A icvt day» a&ex, his fleet conveyed i^in ipta 

• Aiia, and hedied theie. As £»- the 64egtians» th^y 
took part with the Romans. 

As Pbiii^ lent an embzOy to Roste, Flamioius 
alfo lent hii ageiUx fo procure a decree of the f^te 
[volonging his comm^oa if the W3t eommuedi ei ' 
elie impoweriag him to makje peace. Fvr hui 2in- 
bitipn made - utn appr^henfive, that if a {\ttctSof 
y^ae fent, he ihould be robbed of aM the hofiDur of 
die war. His friends managed matters fo well for 
{urn, that Philip £uled in his appUtatioa, wid ' tha 
commaud was continued to flaouiiius* Having tp^ 
ceiy£d the decree, he was greatly elevatg^ in hil h^ies* 
and marched, immediately into The&ly to carry oa 
the war againft: PhUip- His army conftfted of noro 
than twenty-fi¥ tboufadd men, of whcnn the .^Go- 
Cam fiimiuisd fix thoufand foot utd throe hundred 
horle. Fbilip'5 forces were not inferior in wnoJstr. 
They marched againS «a£h other, aJid.arfiv«d ocar 
Scotuia, where th^ propofed to decide tbs »Sm 
v^ the fwwd. The.vkiwty of two fuch anniey 
had not the ufual «Se<^ to ftal» the officers wfth a, 
D 3 mutual 
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mutual awe ; on the contrary, it increafed their coii' 
rage and ardour ; the Romans being ambitious to 
conquer the Macedonians, whofe valour and power 
Alexander had rendered fo famous, and the Macedo- 
nians hoping, if they couid beat the Romans, whom 
they looked- upon as 'a more refpeftable enemy than 
the Perfians, to raife the glory of Philip above that 
of Alexander. Flaminius, therefore, exhorted ' his 
men to behave with the greateft courage and gallan- 
try, a^ they hjid to contend with br^ve adverfaries ia 
fo gbiious a theatre as Greece. On the other fide, 
Philip, in order to addrefs his army, afcended an 
eminience without his eamp, which happened to be a 
buryiiig-place, either not knowing it to be fo, or in 
the hurry not attending to it. There he began an 
oration fuch as is ufual before a battle ; but the' omen 
of a fepulchre fpreading a difmal melancholy amoi^ 
the troops, he flopped, and put off the a£Hon tin 
another day. 

Next morning at day-break, after a rainy night, 
the clouds turning into a inift, darkened the plain, 

, and, as ihe day came on, a foggy thick air defcend- 
mg from the hills, covered all the ground between 
the two catlips. Thofe, therefore, that were fent out 
on both fides, to feize pofls or to make difcoveries, 

■ foon meeting unawares, engaged at (he Cynofcephdlcey 
which are fharp tops of hills ftanding oppofite each 
other, and fo called from their refemblance to the 
beads of dogs. The fuccefs of thefe Ikinnifhes was 
various, by,' reafon oS the unevennefs of the ground, 
the f^lme parties fometimes flying and fometinies pur- 
fofcig-jand reinforcements were fent on both fides, 
as they found thar men hard preffed and.giving way ; 
till at length, the day clearing up, the adion be- 
amt general. PhiSp, who was in the right wing, 
advanctd from the rifing ground with ms whole 
phalanx againft the Romans, who could not, even 
the braveft of them. Hand the fhocfc of the united 

fliielda 
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fliidds and the projeded fpears *. But the Mace- 

donun f leit wing being f^nrated and interfered by 
the hills, Flatoinius obfervjng that, and having no 
hopes on the fide whtre his troops garc way h^ftened 
to the other, and there charged the enemy, >vhere, on 
acaiimt of the inequahty and roughnefs of the coun- 
try, they could not keep in the clofe form of a pha- 
luix, nor tin^ their ranks to ^ny great depth, but 
were forced to fight man to man, in heavy and un- 
irieldy «rmour. For th« Macedonian phalanx !$ like 
an animal of enormous ftrength, while it keeps in 
one body, and preferves its union of locked fliields : 
but whoi that is broken, each particular foldier lofes 
of his forcp, as well becaufe of the form of his ar- 
mour, as becaufe the ftrength of each confifts mther 
in his bdng. a part of the whole, than in his fingl^ 
perfop. Whenthefe were routed, fome gavechace 
to the fiigkives 5 others took thofe Macedoilians in 
flank who were ftill fighting ; the flaughter was great, 
and the wing, lately vi^orioua, foon broken in fuch 
^ manner, uiat they threw down their arms and fied. 
There were no lefs than eight thoi^'^d flain, and 
about fiv^ thoufand were taken prifoners, That Philip 
himfelf Reaped, was chiefly owing tp the ^toUans, 
who took to plundering the canip, while thg Romans 
were bufied in the purfuif, fp that: at their retreat there 
"was nothing left for (heni. 

This from the firil occafioned quarrels and mutual 
r^roacheS. But afterwards Flamlnlus was hurt much 
ffiore fenfibty, when the ^tojians ^ afcribed the 
yi^ory to themfelves, an4 ?ndeavoiired to pre- 

poffefa 

* The pilie pf ihp fifth mw iq €1« projected beyond the frtnt. 
There irai, therefore, an amaung Itrength in the phalanx, whillt 
it flood firm. But it had its inconvcnimcics. It could not a^ at 
all except in a lerel amt dear field. Poltb. lib. xvii. ful> £n. 

f Plutarch makes no mention of the elephants ; which, accord- 
ing to Li*r and Polybius, were very ferviceabte to Flamioiua.. 

1 Polybms informs us, that the Macedonians in the firfl en- 

cquoter bad the advantage, and beat the Romans from the ^fs'of 

D J lbs, 
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poU^ the Greek» that the hSt was reaOy Col thtr 
r^oit got fuch ground, that the porta and others, in 
the Verne that were com^fed and fiing on the occi. ', 
fl<ffl, put them before the Romans, "^e rcricB mpft 
in vogae 'irctc the following : 

Sfrangcr ! vnwcpt, unhonout'd with a grxvCf 
Bee t&ice ten thoufand bodies of the brave ; 
The fierce ^olkns, ani the Latian power 
t/ci ty Flaminius, rui'd the Tcngcful hour : ' 
JElnuilw't fcomrge beneath whoS: iVroke ihej Iki, 
And fwifter than the foe, the mighty Philip fled. 

AlcEEUB wrote this epigram i(i ridicule of JliiEp, 
and puipofely mifteprefented the number of the flain.' 
Tftie epigram was indeed in every body's mouth, but 
flamihius was much more hurt by it than Fhilip \ 
fof die latter p^odjed Alcacus, as fpHows ; 

Stranger, unleav'd, unhonoui'd e'en with buk^ 
See t&» fad tree, die gibbet of A^csus I . 

Flaminius, who was -atnbitious of the pntfe c^ 
Greece, was not a little provoked at this ] and there^ 
fore managed erery thing aiterwards by himfelf, pa:^- 
Ifig very little regard to the ^tohans. They in thdE 
tarn indulged tndr refeatment j and, when Flamii 
Aitis had admitted pfopofals for an accommodation, 
ftnd recMved an embsffy for that purpofe from FhilTp, . 
the ^tolians exclaimed in all the cities of Oreece', 
thiit he fold the peace to the Macedonian, at a time 
when he tnirfit have; put a final period to the wiri 
fend have deftroyed that empire which firft enflaved 
the Greciafis. Thefe fpeecbes, though grouirdfefei 
gpeatiy perplexed the alUesj but Philip coming in 
perfon to treat, and fubmitting himfelf and his Tpn^, 
dom to the difcretipn of Flammius and the Rotiians, 
removed all fufpicion. 

' Thus Fiamiaius put an end to the war. He reftore^ 

tt)e mcnntaifii tlRy had gaited. And he affirQii, that in all priv 
bability, the Homans would have been put to flight, bad they 
ttot been ftipported by the iEtolian caviliy. 

to 
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to Pbi)^ hit kiogdoia, but obliged turn to quit all 
claim to Gre«c« : he fined him » tbouQvid tftlents i 
took away all his ihipt evcopt tm } mi font DemeM 
tritu, one of his-foD*, boitage to Rome. In thil 
padAcation, he iniidc a happy ufs of the preient, and 
wilcly provided for tb« time to come. For Han> 
mbal the CaitbagioiailT an inveterate enemy tu the 
RomvK, and now aa exile, being at the court * of 
Antiochm, exhorted him to meet fortune) who opened 
her anna to him : and Antiodiiw himjelf leetog hit 
power very confiderable, and that his exploit* had 
already gained him the title of ^ the Great," began 
now to think of univerfal monarchy, and particularly 
of ietting himielf againit the Romans. Had not 
FUminiua» therefore, in his great wifdom foreieea 
this, and made peaceti Aatiochus night have joined 
Fhilip m the war with Greece, and thofe two Kings, 
then the molt powerful in the world, have made a 
CMiuDon vaufe of it ; which would have called Rome 
^lia to as great conSi^tg and dangers ai ihe had 
experienced in the war with Hannibal. But Fhuni- 
JHUS) by thus putting an intermediate fpace of peace 
between the two wars, and fiaiftiing the one before 
the other began, cut off at once the laA hope of 
Philip, and the firft of Antxoehus. 

The ten commilTmnera oow feat by the fenate u> 
aflUt Flaminius, advifed him to fet the reft of Greece 
A-ee, but to keep gantfons in dte cities of Corinth, 
Chalcis, and Demetrias, to fecure them in cafe <pf a 
war with Antiochus. But the ^toUans, always 
fevere iv ttieir acci^tions, and now more fo thap 

* Hiis if a miflakc- HannUml 4id not come to tbt cowt «f 
Antiocbul till the yen ^fter Flaminius had proclaimed Vihaty to 
Gnece at the Iltteiiin garnet ; Cato tml ViJeriui FhoctM, wtia 
wate then ceafiib, hsring tvnt an Btibtfff to Caitkage, u> comfUn 

t PoI]rb(ui tdlf us, FUminiui vrs induct to conclude a peace 
upon the intetligeace he bad received, that AJttiochus wa> marching 
toward Gnece with ■ pmtcrfcd arniy j M'd be was ainid PUI$ 
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ever, endearoui-ed to excite a fjMrif of tnfurredion bi 
tbe cifies, calling upon Flamtnius to knock off the 
' ftackles of Greece ;• for fo Hiilip ufed to term thofe 
cities. Tfaey ait^ed tbe Greeks, *' If they did boc 
•* find thdr chain very comfortable, now it was more 
'* poliflied, though heavier than before ; and if they 
** did not confider Flaminius as the greateft of bene- 
** £i£tors, for unfottering thdr feet, and binding 
*' them'^by the neck." Flaminius, afflifiied at thefo 
clamours, begged of the council of deputies, and at 
. laft prevailed with them, to deliver thofe cities from 
the garrifons,' in order that his favour to die Greciaii« 
might be perfeft and-entire. 

- They were then celebrating the Ifthmian games, 
and an innumerable company was feated to i^ the 
exerdfes. For <^eece now enjoying full peace after 
a length of .wars, and big with the expedation of 
liberty, had given into thdfe feftivities on that occar 
fion. Silence bdng commanded by found of trum- 
pet, ^ herald went forth and made prodamation, 
** that the Roman fenatt, and Titus Qmn£tius Fla- 
•* minius, the general and proconful, having van- 
** quilhed king Philip and the Macedonians, took off 
** all impositions, and withdrew all garrifons from 
*• Greece, and reftored liberty and thdr own laws 
<* 'and privileges to the Corinthians, Locrians, Pho- 
'** dans, Eub^ans, Achaeans, Fhthiotse, Magneliuis, 
** Theffalians, and Perrbasbians." 
■' At firft the proclamation was not generally or 
diftin£dy heard, but a contufed murmur ran through 
the theatre j fome wondering, fome queflionmg, and 
others calling upon the herald to repeat what he had 
fdd. Silence b^ng again commanded^ the herald 
raifed his voice, fp a« to be heard clearly by the whole 
.affembly. The fhout which they gave in the tranfport 
of joy was f& prodigious, that it was heard -as &r 
as the fea. The people left thdr feats ; there was 
; no ^irther regard paid to the diverfions ; all haftened 
Co endirace and to addrda the preferver. and pro- 
t ■ : "' taOa^ 
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te£lor of. Greece. Hie hyperbolic^ accounts that 
have often been ^ven of the eff^d of loud fhouts, 
. were venfiel on that occafion i for the crpwa 
. vhich- then happened to be Sying over their heads, 
iell into the theatre. The brealUng of the air leems 
' to have been the caufe. For the found of many unit- 
ed voices being violently flrong, the parts of the air 
are fqiarated by it, and a void is left, vhich affords 
the birds no fi^)pQrt, Or perhaps the force of the 
found {hikes the birds like an arrow, and kills them 
in an inibnt. Or poffibly a circular motion is caufed 
iiL the air, as a whirlpool it produced in the fea by 
the a^tatbn of a ftorm< 

If Flaovnias, u forat as he &w the aflembly rifen, 
and the crowd rulhing towards him, had not avcaded 
them^ and got under covert, he muft have been fur- 
rounded, and, in all probability, fuffocated by fuch a 
multitude. When they had almoft fpent themfelves 
In acclamations about his pavilion, and night was 
Jlow come, they retired; and whatever friends or 
■feUowpdtisens they happened to fee, they embraced 
■and carefled again, ^id then went and concluded the 
■evening together in feafting and moriment. lliere, 
no doubt, redoubling their Joy, they began to recoU 
-\e& and talk of the ftate of^ Greece : they obferved, 
.*' that ' notwitbftaoding the many great wars fhe had 
" been engaged in for liberty, me had never gained 
** a more fecure or agreeable enjoyment of it, than 
' ** now when odiers had fought for her ; that glorious 
" and important prize now hardly coiling them a' 
" drop of blood, or a tear. Th«, of human ex- 

■ V cdlendes, valour and prudence were but rarely 
-** met with, and that juftice was ftilt more uncom- 

■ " mon. liiat fuch generals as Agefilaus, Lyfander, 
.*' Nicias, and Alcibiades, knew how to manage a 

*' war, and to gairi viSories both by fea and land ; 
** but they knew not how to apply their fuccefs to 
'* generous and noble purpofes. So that if one ex* 
" ceptedthe ba«les of. Marathon, of Salamis, Pla- 
., ■ ■ '* ta:^ 
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** taiaj atirf Thernw^ybe, and the adioiM of Cimeai ' 
** upon the Eurymedon, wd near Cypiut ; Greece 
" fiad fought tp no other purpofe but to bring the 
. '* yoke upon herfelf ; all the trophies fhe had ereded 
** were monuments of her difiicnour, and at laft ber, 
■* atfxrs were ruined by the unjuft ambhion a£ her 
** chiefs. But thefe Ibaiigers, whe had fcarcely a 
•* ^rk of any thing Grecian • lefr, wfao rcbuned 
** but a feint tradition of their ancient defcent ftoia 
"■ US, from whom the kaft inclinatiu), or eren word 
" in our behalf, could not have been expe&ed ; ihdc 
*' fhrangers t have run the greatcA rilkt, and fiibmit> 
** ted to the greateft labours, to deliver Grccce from 
** her cruel and tyrannic mallen, and to cromi her 
** with liberty again." 

Thefe were the reflexions the Grecians made, and 
the aftions of FlafniniuB juftilied them, being quite 
agreeable to his proctamatioE. For he inun^liaudy 
difpatched Lentulus into Afia, to kt the Bargyllians 
free, and Titillius t into 'Hirace, to draw Philips 
garrifons out of the towns and adjacent iflanda. 
Publius VilUus fet ful in order to treat with Antiiv 
chus about the freedom of the Gredans under him. 
And Flaminius himfdf went to Chaldc, and tailed 
from thence to Magnefia, where he removed the gw- 
riibn, and put the government again in th^ han^ of 
the people. 

* According to Dionytias of Halkama^at, Dome vat flectml 
^iA inhalMtants at fufi, chiefly from tbofe Grecuia coloniea whicl:^ 
had fettied in tbe foulh of ilaly before the time of Boinulufi. 

t The former tninflator has entirely miftaken the ieifle of this 
patTagB. The Greek rnns ttmc— «t«i ««( pif'i <wt aiAmt iw 

WMf >|As^ini m> 'B>:^i«)b AffVorvt ;£sh(«w it«i TUfffiHn lAnS^^i*. 

Hi» iraufliiion runs thus— Ait* retrieved Greece from her fevet^ 
pifjpires, and deepeil eilrewitirt, hws ng'cued icr out of the kandg vf 
iiyUlfiug tj/ranls, and reiajiated hiT in herfotTner fiAfrtic*. It isplain 
he was led into thii'miltek« by mirHnderftanding the Latin, tnyond 
, which luiftnge he dad ik unbitaOR t* gii. Hi» muinw ftrie^a 
tt iabofHim Gr^wia graciiiii* joksnaii liominis el tyratinis, atqut m 
tiiertatem rtjlilvervnt. ■ ^ 

X FolybiuS and l^vr caHfahn LucJiu SMMius. 

At 
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At Argos, being appdnted dirt&ca of th« Ne- 
mean games, he fettled the whole order of them in 
the , molt agreeable manner, and on that occafion 
caufed liberty to be proclaimed again by the Crier. 
And at he pafled through the other cities, he ftrongly 
recommeniled to them an adherence to law, a ftri« 
courfe of jullice, and domeftic peace and unanimity. 
He healed their dirtfwBs ; he r«ftored their exiles. 
In ihort, he took not more pkafure in the conqueH: 
of the Macedonians, than in reconcihag the Greeks 
to each other } and thdr liberty now appeared the 
leaft of the benefits he had conferred upon them. 

It is faid, that when Lycurgus the orator had de- 
livered Xenoctatcs the plulofopher out of the hands 
•f the tajc-gatherers who were hurryii^ him to prifon 
£ar the tax paid by flrangers, and had profecuted 
thetn for their inlblence ; Xenocrates afterwards meet^ 
ing the children of Lycurgus, iald to them, " Child* 
*' ren, I have made a noble return to your father 
" for the fervice he did me ; for all the world praife 
** hioi for it." But the returns which attended Fla- 
minius and the Romans for thdr benefic^ce to the 
Greeks terminated not in praifes only, but judly pro- 
cured them the confidence of all mankind, and added 
greatly to their power. For now a variety of people 
not only accepted the govemOTS fet over them by 
Rome, but even fern ror them, and begged to be 
under th^r government. And not only cities and 
commonwealths, hiit kings, when injured by other 
kings, had recourse to then- prote£tion. So tnat, the 
divine afhl^ance too perhaps co-operating, in a lho;rt 
time the whole world became fubjeQ: to them. FJa- 
minius alfo valued himfelf moft npon the liberty he 
had beftowed on Greece. For having dedicated fome 
■ iUver bucklers together wkh his own Ibield, at Pelpbi, 
be put upon them the following infcription : 

Ye Spartan twins, who tam'd the foaming fteed, 
T'e fiieods, ye patrons of each glorious deed, 

Bchoid 
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Behold Flaniinnti of j&icm* Kne, 
Frelen(s this oiivring at your awful fhrine, 
Ye (bus of love ! your generous paths he trod, 
^^i fhaCch'd from Greece each little tyrant's rod, 

Re oflered alfo to Apollo a golden crown, with dicfe 
Verfes infcrib^4 on it ; 

See ifratcful Titos homage pay 

To thee, the glorious gmi <rf day ; 

See him with gold thy locks adorn, 

Thy lof:I[s which Qied th'- ambiofial monit 
O grant him fame ^nd every gift di^it^i 
Who led the warriors of .^eas' line. 

The QrecUns^have had the noble gift of liberty 
twice conferred upon them in the city of Cor}hthy 
by Flaminius then, and by Nero in oqr times. ' It 
was grapted both times during the celebration of the 
Ifthmian games. Flaminius had ;t proclaimed by sii 
herald ; but Nero himfelf declared the Gredans free 
and at liberty to be governed by their own !a,wsi in an 
oration which he made from the Tojlrum in the pub-' 
lie afiembly. This happened long after*. 

Flaminius next undertook a very juH: and honour- 
able war againil Nabis, the wicked and abandoned 
tyrant of Lacedsemon ; but, in this cafe, he difapi 
pointed the hopes of Greece. For, though he might, 
have taken him prifoner, Ije would not; but ftnick 
up a league with him, and left Sparta unworthily in 
bpndage ! Whether it was that he feared, if the war 
was drawn out to any length, a fucceffor t would be 

feiit 

* Two hundred and fitty-three years. 

t hivy touches upon this reafbn; but at the faine time he qieq- 
tioiJs others more to the honour of thiis great man. Winter was 
BOW. coming oo, antl the ftege of Sparta might have lalted a confi- 
derable time. The enemy's eountry wu fo exhaul^, tt)ftt..i} 
could not fupply him w.th provifions, and it was difficult t6 get 
convoys from any other quarter. Befides, VtlUus was. returned 
from the court of Anliochus, and brought advice that th^ peace 
with that prince was not to be rfepehded upon. Iti feft, -he had . 

already 
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ran bim from Rome, who would rob him of the gltny 
of it; or whether in his paffion for feme he was jca- 
lous of the reputation of Philoptemdi : a man who 
on all occafions had diftinguiflied himfelf among the 
Greeks, and in that war particularly had givm won- 
derful proofs both of courage and condud ; iofomuch 
that the Achxans gloried in him as much as in Flamt- 
nius, and paid him the fame refped in their theatres. 
This greatly hurt Flaminius ; he could not bear that 
an Arcadian, who had only commanded in ibme in- 
Cfmliderable wars upon the confines of his own coun- 
try, fhould be held in equal admiration with a Ro- 
mas cofiful, who had fought for all Greece. Fla- 
minius, however, did not wimt apologies for his con. 
deft : for he faid, *' he put an end to the war, be- 
** caufe he faw he could not deftroy the tyrant without 
** involving all the Sputans in the mean time in greU 
■*• calamities." 

The Achteans decreed Flaminius many honours, 
but none feemed equal to his fervices, unlefs it were 
one prefott, which pleafed him above all the relt It 
was this : the Romans who had the misfortune to be 
taken prifoners in the war vrith Hannibal, were fold 
for HaveSj and difperfed in various places. Twelve 
hundred of them were now in Greece. That fad re- 
Verfe of fortune made them always unhappy, but now 
^as might be expeftedf they were ftill more fo, whoi 
they met their fons, their brothers, or their acquaint? 
tote, and faw them free while they were flaves^ and 
conquerors while they were captives, flamioiui did 
not pretend to take them from their mailers, though 
his heart fympathized with their diftrefs. But the 
Achscans redeemed them at the rate of five Mnx 
a man, and having collected them together, made 
Flanunias a prefeut of them, juft as he was going' 

•koHly entered Enn^ with a fleet an4 tamj more anmcront than 

before. Aod wlial forcxs bad they to oppofc blm, in die of a rtpi 

tun, ifPlamiQiuacottUaued toMuplcy tusin the Gsp of Sparta? 

Liv. Mxiv. 33, 34.. 

■ on 
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•a board ; fo that he fet fail with great fiitis&c- 
Uon, bavii^ £buiMl a glorious recompeoce for his 

f\onwt$ fervices, a return fuitabte to a mm of fucii 
omane fentiments, and fuch a lover of his coua* 
try. This iade«d made the moft illultrious part of 
his triumph. For theie poor mfs got theii: heads 
fliaved, aod wore the cap of liberty* as the cuftom 
of Saves is upoa their manumiifton, and io this bal»t 
they foUowed the chariot <^ Flaminius. But to add 
to the fplendour of the Ihow, there were th« Gce- 
:dan behncts, the Macedonian targets aadfp«atB, asd 
the ctfher fpoib carried ia great pomp before him. 
And the quantity of raosey was not iinall ; for^ u 
Itanus relates it, dier^ were cairied in this, triumph 
three thouJ^d fev^ hundred and thittaea pounds of 
unwrought gold, forty-three thoufaad two houdfed 
ind feventy of filver, tburteea tbouJand five hundred 
and fourteen pieces of coined gold, called Philq)^9| 
befides tfhich, Philip owed a thoufaiul taleRtt. 6ut 
the Romans were afterwards prevailed upon, obiefly 
by the mediation of Flaminiuf, to remit this d^} 
Philip was declared their ally, and his {on, wibo 
had been with them aa an hofta^» fent home. 

After this, Antaochus pafled ova- into Greece iridi 
a great 6eet and a powerful army, axid folicited the 
ftates to join htm. The ^oham, who had bofXi a 
long time ill aifeded to. the Romans, took ifais part, 
.md fuggefted this pretence far the war, that he came 
to brin^ the Grecians liberty. The Grecians bad Ott 
want ol it, for they were free already ; hut, as be had 
po better caofe to aflig», they inftrufted him to cover 
his attempt with that ipletuHd pretext. 

The Romans, fearing, on this account^ a revoH ia 
Greece, as well as the. Arength of Antiochus, jent * 
the conful Manius Aciilius to commaod-jn the trar, 
but appointed Flaminius * his lieutenant, for the 

* AccoiAn^ to Uvjr, it tru not Titus, hat Lucius duinAimt 
whs wu ^Minted ticytfnwit to GlaWio. 

fake 

C,q,-Z.-dbvCOOg[C 



kke of ^ tdftueHoe in Greece. His appearance 
tberc inunediuely ctmfiraied luch a» were yet irieods, 
in their fidelity, and pKveHted thoh who were wa:^ 
venng from an entire defefiian. 'Ibfis was eS«ded 
bjr the reTped they bore htm ; for it operated like a 
poCcnt remedy at the begincuAg of a difeale. There 
were a few, indeed, fo entirely gained uid cc^rupted 
by the .£toUans, that his iatereu did not prevail with 
them i yet even tii^ie, though be was much exa^- 
tited a^unft them at prefent, he faved aiter the bat' 
tl& For Autiochiu, txmg defeated at ThermopyUe, 
tad forced to fiy, immediately emharked fcx- Ma. 
Upon this, dw cooful Manitu went againft fome-of 
the JESoiiaaiAf and befleged their towne, abandoning 
otkcis to iPhilip. Thus g;reat ravages were coanmitted 
by the Mscodoniwis among the j3ol(^ians and Mag- 
AeTians on «ae hand, and aitioi^ the AJhatnantans ani 
Apcrantians on the other ; and Mantiu himfel^ har- 
'a^ lacked the city of Heraclea, befi^ed Naupa^ui, 
tbcn in the hande of the .^oliaat. But Flami^ias, 
bang tondied with compa^on for Greece, went 
hxua FelofXMuidlus to the cx>nful by water. He be^an 
with remoDltratingt that the -coeTol, thou^ h& had 
wen the vi^orr h«nfel£, fuffered Philip to rcz^ the 
(nat$ of it ; and that while, to gratify his refcncnKot* 
be fpcait hu time about one town, the MacedcnKUU 
were fuhdUDg whole provinceE and lun^^Bts. Thf 
befieged happened to fee Flamiiuus, called to him 
from the walls, ftretched out their hands, and begged 
his into^ofition. He gave dtem no anfwer, but 
turned round and wept, and then immediately with- 
drew. Afterwards, however, he difcourfed with Ma- 
nius fo efFedually, that he 3|>peafed his anger, and 
procured the JEtoUaiu a truce, and time to fend de- 
puties to Rome, to petition for favourable terms. 

Bat he had nnich greater dificulties . to combat, 
when he applied to A^nius in behalf of the Chalci* . 
(Uass. The conful was highly incenfed at them, on 
account of the mardage which Aatiochus celebrated 

among 
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among them, even after the war was begun ; a mar- 
'liage every way unfuitable as well as unfeafonable ; 
for he was far advanced in years, and the bride very 
young. The perfon he thus fell m love with was 
daughto* to Cleoptolemus, and a virgin of incompa- 
rable beauty. This match brought the Chalcidians 
entirely into the.king*s inteteft, and they fuffered him 
to make ufe of thdr city as a place of arms*. After 
the battle he fled with great precipitation to Chaldsi 
, 'and taking with him his young wife, his treafures and 
bis ftiends, failed £rom thence to Alia. And now 
MaiHus in his indignation marching direftly againft 
Chatcis, Flaminius followed, and endeavoured to 
eppeafe his refentment. At laft he fucceeded, by 
his affiduities with him, and the moft refpedable 
Romans who were likely to have an influence upon 
him. The Chalcidians, thus faved from deftniflioni 
confecrated the moft beautiful and the noblefl; of 
their public edifices to Titus Flaminius j and fuch 
infcriptions as thde are to be feen upon them to'thjs 
day : " The people dedicate this Gymnafium to 
** Titus and Hercules : the people confecrate the 
•* Delphinium to Titus and Apollo." Nay, what is 
.more, even in our days, a prieft of Titus is formally 
ete&ed and declared ; and on occafions sf facrifice to 
Jiim, when the libations are over, they fing an hymn, 
the greateft part of which, for the length of it, I omit> 
and only give the concluiion : 

While Rome's protc£l:ing power we prove. 

Her faith adore, her vinues love. 

Still, as our Itrains to heaven afpire, 

Ijct Rome and Titus wake the lyre ! 

To thcfe our grateful altars blaze. 

And our long Paeans pour immortal praife. 

The reft of the Grecians conferred upon him alt 
due honours ; and what realized thofe honours, and 
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added to didr loftre, was the extraordinanr afie^itm 
of the people, which he had gained by his lenity and 
moderatioa. For if he happened to be at variance 
with any one* upon account of bufinefs, or about a 
jKunt of honour, as, for inftance, with Fhilopcemenj 
and with Diophanes general of the Achasans, he ne* 
Ter gave into malignity, or carried his refentment into ■ 
a&ion, but let it expire in words, in fuch expoftula- 
tiom as the freedom of public debates may feem to 
juftify. Indeed, no man ever found him vindickive, 
but be often difcovered a haflinefs and paffionate turn. 
Setting this afide, he was the moH: agreeable- man in 
tile world, and a pleafantry mixed with ftrong fenfe 
diftinguiflhed his converfation. Thus, to divert the 

' Achseans from their purpofe of conquering the ifland 
of Zacynthus, he told them, " It was as dangerous 
** for diem to put their heads out of Peloponnefus, 
" as it wax for the tortoife to truft his out of his 
** flielL" In the firft conference which Philip and 
he had about peace, Philip taking occafion to fay, 
*• Titus, you come with a numerous retinue, where- 
** as I come quite alone :" Flaminius anfwered, " No 
** wonder if you come alone, for you have killed 

. *' all your friends and relations." Dinocrates the 
Meflenian being in company at Rome, drank till he 

. was intoxicdted, and then put on a woman's habtt^ 
and danced in that difguife. The next day he applied 
to Flaminius, and begged his afliftance in a delign 
which he had conceived, to withdraw Meftne from 

. the Achaean league. Flaminius anfwered,' ** I will 
" confider of it j but I am furprifed that yoa, who 
*' conceive fuch great defigns, can fmg and dance at 
" z- caroufal." And when the ambafladors of AnliO- 
chus reprefented to the Achseans, how numerous the 
king's forces were, and, to make them appear ftiD 
more fo, reckoned them up by all their difierent 
names ; *• I fupped once," faid Flaminius, ** with a 

" fuend; and upon my complaining of the ^eat 

** number of diflies, and exprefling my wonder liow 

Vol. in. E •' he 
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« he could fumiilh his table with Tuch la'T^Sr^rfetj. 
;" Be not uneafy about that, faid ihy fiffeod,_^fbrrt 
,f* is all hog's flelh^ and the differetice is'onlym the 
_** dreilling and the fauce. In like niaflnef, 'I '&y to 
_" you, my Achaean friend, be not aftoniflifid at thie 
," number of Antiochus'sforces, at thefePIkemen,thefe 
,*• Halberdiers and Cuiraffiers j for they are all Syrians, 

*' |Only difljnguiftied by the trifling arms they bear.'* 

After thefc great aftions in Greece, ahd the cckiclij- 
]fipn of the war with Antiochus, Flaminiuswas'created 
^cenfor. This is the chief dignity in the ftatc, anjd 
.the crown, as it were, of all its honours. Heh^d 

for colleague the fon of Marcellus, whb had been 
^five times conful. They expelled four' feriatofs who 

were men of no great note: and they admitted as 

citizens all who offered, provided that their parents 
I were free. But they were forced to this by Terentius 
^ Culeo, a tribune or the people, wbo, in pppofitioa 

ito the nobility, procured fuch orders trom the cora- 
. mpns. Two of the grcateft and mortbowerful men 
, of thofe times, Scipio Africanus and Marcus'Catp, 

were then at variance with each other. Fliiirflnius 
, appointed the former, prefident of the fenate, as the 
^ firft and befl man in the commonwealth ; and with 

the latttr he entirely broke, on the following unhap- 
;py occafion. Titus had a brother named' Lucius 

Quinflius Fiaminius, unlike him in all _ refpefts, 
_ quite abandoned in his pleafures, and regardlefs bf 

decorum. This Lucius had a favorite boy whom he 
( carried with him, even when he commanded armies 
^ and governed provinces. One day, as they weye 
.drinking, the boy, making his court to Lucius, faid, 
, *' I love you fo tenderly, that preferring your fatis- 
:•" faftion to my own, I left a fliow of Gladiators, to 
; *' come to you, though' I have never feen a min 

" killed. " Lucius, deKghted with the flattery, tnade 
- anfwer^ « If that be all, you need not be in'the leaft 
y^'imeafy, fof I Ihall foon fatisfy your longing." He 
. immediately ordered a convift to be brought from 

the 
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die priibn, and having ^ent .for oiie ,of ■ia» .H^qts, 
■cxmunuided him tojihnke.o^ the .man's 'head, ia the 
•room wbcte theyiWece caroufing. Vaksius Antias 
xrdtes, that this was dooe to .gratify a miitcefs. Axvi 
ilAry relates, hoax Czto's .KxitiDgs, that a ^G^utifh 
•defsiter bdng at .the .door jti^itb ni^ jvife and chil- 
dren, luiicius took 'him .intp the banquetingiTPom, 
and^lladh^.wich<his.ownihandj but.it is .probable, 
that .'Cato-iaid this, to aggravate .the .4^argf. for 
that -tbe-perfon killed .was Jiot a.osferter, .:but 3,pri- 
Ibner^and a cpndeomad one.too, appearsj&om many 
'Wpiters,-and~f>articularly:&qin>Ci(^rp, iii>his ^jeatife 
on old^ge, irhere:he ititroduceSi€latOLimDf«lf.givil)g 
;thatac^unt af.the.2aatter. 

lUpoa this ,account,.Cato,. when he ..was . cesfor, 
-axud let tuuifelf to .remove all obnoxious persons iioAi 
the Ceaate, e^telled-Lvidus, though -he. was of con- 
:£alar,4iaiiity. His brother. thought. this. proceeding 
■^e&eOm <iwi<Hiour .upon him&lf; aiul they, both 
'WeHt into .the aflemUy in . the . form of .fuppUants, 
',and*befcughtthe.{ieoyle..'wiih,, tears, that.'Cau>Jnught 
''bC'Obliged-ta.aSgn.this Eeafoa'fbrrfixing fuch a mar^ 
.«f.diigBace-upon.fo.illufl.rious.a:iaiBUy> 1'he.requtil 
awdu-ed-xeii£3nabJe. Cato, .,withaut..the leaft^hefita- 
•tion,..came out, aoditandiiig. up..'with.bis colleague, 
- iaterrogated Titus, . nhether . he -knew .any . thiiig {if 
that-'ifeaft. -Titus -a^iwering. in. ihe negaive, /Cato 
-FelaCedthe.afFair,.aEui.cailad..t^qn';l,iidus to declare 
-uponi^athj.whether it.i^astuet .true. i4s .XtUciifs 
"iQ^e AOrrcply^- the^people jdetenniuad.tbe noXe of 
■il^imy to.i)e juft, .and cpnduLl^C^ato.Jiome, .with 
_^eat hqnour, from the tribunal. 

.,7'ijys, , gfpatly (;opcpi:ned at. bis. brother's rnisfpr- 
.■^iHVe,! leagued .wi(h the .jtivetcrate enemies, ef Ci^to, 
and gaining a. majority in the> Senate, quaihed and 
..an^ti^ed all the contrafts, leafes^and barg^ains, which 
t.G^9,)^^ tP3de„,rf;l^tjpg to^t)]^ gilftiic reveiiiiesi^aiid 
•^r^diUp maoy.and vi»lw^{irqj]saguUQns, again^ nun. 
l^ilt I know noG-whetheii he-a&ed.well,. or agreeably 
E 3 - to 
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to good policy, in thus becoming a mortal enemy 
to a man who had only done what became a lawful 
magiftrate and good citizen, for the fake of one who 
was a relation indeed, but an unworthy one, and who 
had met with the puniihment he deferred. Sometime 
.after, however, the people being aflembled in the 
. theatre to fee the Ihows, and the fenate feated, accord- 
. ing to cuftom, in the moft honourable place, Lucius 
was obferved to go in an humble and deje£ted man- 

- ner, and fit down upon one of the loweft benches. 
The people could not bear to fee this, but called out 
to him to go up higher, and ceafed not till he went 
to the confular bench, who made room for him. 

The native ambition of Flaminius was applauded, 
while it found fuificient matter to employ iuelf upoa 
' in the wars we have given account of. And his fenr- 
ing in the army as a tribune, after he had been con* 
ful, was regarded with a favourable, eye, though no 
one required it of him. But when he was arrived at 
. an age that excufed him from all employments, he 
was blamed for indulging a violent paiCon for fame, 
and a youthful impetuoftty in that ina&ive feafon of 
life. To fome excels of this kind feems to have been 

- owing his behaviour with refped to Hannibal *, at 
which the world was much offended. For Hannibal 
having fied his country, took refuge firlt at the court 
of Antiochus. Bat ^tiochus, after he had loft the 
battle in Fhrygia, gladly accepting conditions of 
peace, Hannibid was again forced to fiy; and, 
after wandering through many coimtries, at length 
fettled in Bithynia, and put hWelf under the pro- 

* Flaminius vat no mote than forty-four years of age, when 
h« went ambaflador to Prufias. It was not, therefore, an unfca- 
fonabie delire of a public chara^er, or extravagant paJLon for fame, 
which was blamed in him on this occaCon, but an unworthy per- 
, fecutioq of a great, though unfortunate man. We are inclined 
however to think, that he had fecret inltruAions from the feo^te 
for vhat he did : for it ig not probable that a maii of his mild and 
humane difpofition would chnle to hunt down an old unhappy war- 
rior : and HiUaich confirms this opinion afterwaidf. 

, . , teftiott 
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tcdaon of Pniflas. The Romans knew this perk&ij 
well, but they took no notice of it, confidering him 
now as a man enfeebled by age, and overthrown by 
fortune. But Flaminus, being fent by the fenate 
upon an embafly to FruAas about other matters, and 
fedng Hannibal at his court, could not endure that 
he fliould be fuffered to live. And though Prufias 
ufed much interceflion and intreaty in behalf of a 
man who came to him as a fuppliant, and lived with 
him under the fandion of hofpitalty, he could not 
prevaiL 

It feems there was an ancient oracle, which thut 
prophefied concerning the end of Hannibal : 
libyfian earth fltall hide the booea of Hannibal. 

He therefore thought of nothing but eni^g his 
days at Carthage, and being buried in Libya. But 
in Bjthynia there is a fandy place near the fea, which 
has a fmall village in it called Libyfla. In this neigh- 
bourhood Hannibal lived. But having always been 
apprifed of the timidity of Prufias, and diftrufting the 
mm on that account, and dreacting witiial the attempt^ 
of the Romans, he had fome time before ordered feven 
fubterraneous pallages to be dug under his boufe f 
which were continued a great way under ground, 
and terminated in feveral different places, but were 
all undifcemible without. As foon as he was iur 
fornied of the orders which Fiaminius had given, he 
attempted to make his efcape by thofe paffages ; but 
tinding the king's guards at the outlets, he refolved 
to kill himfdf. Some fay, be wound his cloak about 
his neck, and ordered his fervant to put his knees 
upon his back, and pull with all his force, and not 
to leave twitting till he had quite ftrangted him. 
Others tells us, that, like lliemiltocles and Midas, he 
drank bull's blood. But Livy writes, that having poi- 
fon in readinefs, he mixed it for a draught ; and taking 
■ the cup in his hand, ** Let us deliver the Romans," 
faid he, " from their cares and anxiety, fince they 
*^ think it too tedious and dangerous to wait for the 
E 3 " death 
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** deatli of a poof hated old man. Tet ftrfl not 
** Titus gain a coftc^ueft ^Potth envying, oi" fuitalbte 
*' to the genei*ous procefedifigs of his anceftors, who 
'* fent to caution Pyrfhus, though a ti^rious ene- 
*' my, againfl the poifon that was prepared^ Co? 
" him." 

Thus Hinhlba! Js faid to have died. When th* 
news was fwought to the feritat*, many m thvt auguft 
body were highly ^{ph^ed. Flamimus i^peinvd 
too officious and cruel in his pKcautions, to prbcnrt 
the death of Hannibal now tamed By his nusfortuoes, 
like a bird that through age had loft its tail and fea- 
thers aiic^ ru0ered to live fd. And aa he had no 
orders to put him to death, it was phnn that he did 
it from a paffion for fairie, and to be mentioned in 
after-times as the deftroyer of H^mibal*. On this 
foccafion they recoUefted and admired inore that 
ever the humane and generons behaViout of Scipid 
Africanus ; for when be had Tdnt{uijhed Hannibal in 
Africa, at a time when he was extremely fbrhiidable, 
and deemed invincible, he ileither infifted on his ba- 
niffimenti nor demanded him of his fc!low.citizfcris : 
but, as he had ejnbraced him at the conference which 
he had with him before the battle j (o after k, when 
he fettled the conditions of peace, he oflFered not the 
leaft affront or jnfult to his misfortunes. 

It is reported that they met again at Ephefus, and 
Hannibal, as they walked together, taking the upper 
iland, Afticalius fuifered it, and walked on without 
the leaft concern: Aftetwaids they fell into cbhVer- 
fatlon about great generals, and Hannibai afferted that 
Alexander was the greateft general the world had 
ever feeri, that Pyrrhus was the fecond, and himfetf 
the third. SdpSo fimled at this, and fiid, " Bot 

* If tbis was tealXy the motive of Flaininiui, and nothing of a 
political tciuiency catered into thb daftardly deftriaion of that great 
general, it would hardly be poflible for all the virtues, all the 
triumphs of the Roman*, to redeem bhn from the infunjr of io 
bafe an a^ion. 

« what 
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V what rank would you have placed yourfejf in,^ it 
*' I- h^ not conquered you ?** ** 01 Scipid," f^'he,' 
" then I would not have placed myfelf the fhlfd,' 
" but the firft." •' ~» 

The goierality admiring this moderation of SciplCT, 
found the greater fault with Flaminius for taking tho 
Ipoils of an eijiemy whom another man h^d'Sain.: 
Thete where fome, indeed, who appplauded the thiflg) 
and ohftjrved, " Tfiat while Hannibal lived, thSJI 
** muft have looked upon him as a fire, which want^ 
" QnTy tp be blown '^ito a flame. That, ^Hat 
" Be was in the vigour of his age, it was not hi^ bo^ 
" dily ftrength or his right hand which was fo dread- 
*' fol to the Romans, but his capacity and expe- 
" rience, together with his innate rancour and ha- 
** tred to their name. And that thefe are not altered 
*' by age ; for the native difpofition ftill over-rules 
** the manners : whereas fortune, far from remain- 
'' ing the fame, changes continually, and by new 
" hopes invites thofe to new enterprizes who were 
" ever at war with us in their hearts." And the fub- 
fequent events contributed ftill more to the juftifica- ■ 
tion of Flaminius. For, in the firft place, Ariftoni- 
cus the fon of a harper's daughter, on the ftrength 
of his being reputed the natural fon of Eumenes, filled 
all Aiia with tumult and rebellion : and, in the next 
place, Mithridales, after fuch ftrokes as he had 
met with from Sylla and Fimbria, and fo terrible a 
deftruftion among his troops and officers, rofe up 
ftronger than ever againft Lucullus, both by fea and 
land. Indeed, Hannibal was never brought fo low 
as Caius Marius had been. For Hannibal enjoyed 
the friendfhip of a king, from whom he received li- 
beral fuppUes, and with whofe officers, both in the 
navy and army, he had important conneftions ; 
whereas Marius was a wanderer in Africa, and forced 
to beg his bread. But the Romans who had laughed 
Mt;tis fall, foon after bled in their own ftreets, 
under his rods and axes, and proftrated themfelves 
E 4 before 
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i>efore him. So true it is, that there is nothing 
either great or little at this moment, which is fure 
to hold fo in the days to come; and that the changes 
we have to experience, only determine with our 
lives. For this reafon, fome tell us, that Flaminius 
did not do this of himfelf, but that he was joined in 
fiommiiSon with Lucius Scipio, and that the fole 
purpofe of their embafly, was to procure the death 
of Hannibal. As we have no account after this, of 
any political or military ad: of Flaminius, and only 
know that he died in his bed, it is time to come to 
the comparifon. 
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FLAMINIUS and PHILOPCEMEN 

compared. 



rF we coniider the extenfive benefits which Greece 
received from Flaminius, we fliall find that nd- 
tberPhiiopGement nor other Grecians more illufbious 
than Fhilopoeinen, will ftuid the comparifon with 
him. For the Greeks aiways fought agamft Greeks ; 
but Flaminius, who was not of Greece, fought for 
that country. And at a time when Philopccmen, un- 
able to defend his fellow-citizens who were engaged 
ia a dangerous war, paiTed over into Crete, Flaminius 
having vinquiftied Philip in the heart of Greece, fet 
cities and whole nations iree. If we examine into 
their battles, it will appear, that Philopoemen, while 
he commanded the Achsean forces, killed more 
Greeks, than Flaminius, in afferting the Grecian 
cauie, killed Macedonians. 

As to their failings, ambition was the halt of 
Flaminius,, and obftinacy that of Philopccmen. The 
former was paflionate, and the latter implacable. Fla- 
minius left Phihp in his royal dignity, and pardoned 
the ^tolians : whereas Philopceraen, in his refent- 
ment ag^unit his country, robbed her of feveral of 
her dependencies. Befides, Flaminius was always a 
firm friend to thofe whom he had once ferved; 
but Fhjlopcemea was ever ready to deftroy the merit 

of 
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of his former IdAdneiTes, only to indulge his anger. 
For he had been a great benefador to the Lacedxmo- 
niaiw i but afterwards he demoliftied their walls, and 
ravaged their countty ; and in the end entirely changed 
and overturned their conftkution. Nay, he feems to 
have facrificed his life to his paflion and perverfenefs, 
by too haftity and unfeafonably invading Mefienia ; 
inftead of taking, like Flaminius, every precaution 
for.bis own fecivity and that of his troops. 

'But Fhilopatmeo's military knowledge, and expe- 
rience was perfefted by his many wars and viQories. 
And, whereas Flanuniys decided his difpute with 
Fhilip in two engagements ; Fhilopcemen, by con- 
quering in an incredible number of battles, left for- 
tune Qp Topni to queftion his fkill. 
■ Flaminius, moreover, availed himfelf of the power 
of a great and flourifhing commonweahh, and "saifeS 
hitnfelf by its ftrength ; but PhikqxEmen da.&ia- 
guilhed himfelf at a time when his country wat upon 
the decline. So that the fuccefs of the one is to be 
afcribed folely to himffelf, and that of the other to all. 
the Romans. The one had good troops to com- 
mand ; and the other made thofe fo which he com- 
tnanded. And though the great afUons of Ftuto- 
poemsn, being performed againft Grecians, dp not 
prove him a fortunate man, yet they prove him a 
tirave qian. For, where all other thing* are equal, 
great fuccefs mufl be owing to fuperior excellence. 
He had to do with two of the mofl: warlike nation* 
among the Greeks, the Cretans who were the moA 
artful, and the LacedEemonians who were the nioft 
valiant ; and yet he jnaftered the former by poHcy, 
pnd the latter by .courage. Add to this, that Slami- 
nius had his men ready armed and difci^ined to his 
hand, wiweas Fhilopcemen had the armour of hi& 
, -to alter, and to new-model their difcipline. So diat 
ihe things which coptribute moft-to vidory, were 
the invention of the one, while the other only prac- 
tifed what was already in nfc. Accordingly Philo- 
poemea's 
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pcrfoaal eipkuts were vaaof and great ;. 
but we Sad nothug of that- kind mnatkable vl Fla- 
Buaius. Ob the contrary, a certaim ^tolian, faid^ 
byvay of raillery, ** Whilfl: • I ran, with my dxawa 
** fword, to charge the Macedoniaas, who fteod firm 
" and continued fighting, Titos was ftanding lUil, 
*' with his hands lifted up towards heaven, and pray- 
« ing." 

It js true, all the zGts of Flaminius were glorious, 
vhere he was general, and during his lieutenancy too ; 
but Fhilopocmen fhewed himieu no lefs ferviceable 
and a£tive among the Achaans, when in a private 
c:q>acity, than when he had the command. For, 
when commander in chief, he drove Nabis out of 
the city of Meffene, and reftored the inhabitants to 
their Uberty ; but he was only in a private ftation ; 
when he Ihut the gates of Sparta agamft the general 
Diophanus, and agai^fl Flaminius, and by that means 
faved the X.acedxmonians. Indeed, nature had given 
him fuch talents for command, that he knew, not 
only how to govern according to the laws, but how 
to govern the laws themfelves, when the puWic good 
required it ; not waiting for the formality of the 
people's appointing him, but rather employing them, 
when the occaGon demanded it. For he was per- 
fuaded, that, not he whom the people eled, but he 
who thinks heft for the people, is the true generaL 

There was undoubtedly fomething great and ge- 
nerous in the clemency and humanity of Flamimus 
towards the Grecians ; but there was fomething ftill 
greater and more generous in the refolution which 
FhilofMxmen ihewed in maintaining the liberties of 
.Greece againft: the Romans. For it is a much eafier 
matter to be liberal to the weak, than to oppofe, and 
to fupport a difpute with the ftrong. Since, there- 

* Tbe former tranflator makes the .^tolian fay tbia of Philo- 
pcemen; but the original will not bear it. In that cafe, tbe 
Greek, infieiul of «( in avnti k. t, \ would have run, ut in 
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fore, after all our enquiry into the charafters of theft 
niro great men, the fuperiority is not obvious, per- 
haps we fhall not greatly err, if we give the Grecian 
the palm of gcnerallhip and military Ikill, and the 
Roman that of juftice and humanity. 
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SOME hiftorians write, that Phaeton was the 
firft king after the deluge who reigned over the 
Thefprotians and MoloHians, and that he was one of 
thofe who came with Pelafgus into Epirus. Others 
fay, that Deucalion and Pyrrha, after they had biult 
the temple of Dodona *, fettled among the Molof- 
fians. In after-times t Neoptolemus, the fon of 
Achilles, taking his people with him, pofleffed him- 
felf of the country, and left a fucceffion of kings 
after bim, called Pyrrhidx ; for in his infancy he was 
called Pyrrhus ; and he gave that name to one of his 
legitimate fons whom he had by Lanafla the daughter 
of Cleodes fon of Hyllus. From that time Achilles 
had divine honours in Epirus, being ftiled there Af- 
petos f i. e. the Inimitable). After thefe firft kings, 
thofe that followed, became entirdy barbarous, and 
both their poWer and their a£Hons funk into the ut- 
nioft obfcurity. Tharrytas J is the firft whom hiftory 
mentions as remarkable for polifhing and improving 

* Probably it was only a, dniMical kind of Umplai ■/ , ] i i, 
I Between Deucaliop's flood and the timqs of Keoptf)kinH«r.tberB 
was a fpace of about three hundred and forty years. ' ' ' ' ' 

X JuiUn dou Dot afcribe tbe civilizing of the yioldSatit^a 'Va ir- 
lytas, )xA to Ai/bsa the (on of Alcata* I. whoihad hiotiEtf'b^ 
poUlhed and hunanizf d by Jjis education tt Atbeoa. 

his 
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his cities vnth Grecian cuftomSj with letters and 
good laws. Alcetas was the fon of Tharrytas, Ary- 
bas of Alcetas ; and of Arybas and Troias his queen 
tras 'boin .ffiacides. ^e married Phlhia, tiie daitgh- 
■terof Menon-riie" T fa e flali a n ; -who actjakwl-great-fc- 
putation in the Lami^n war, and, next to Leofthenes, 
was the mofl: conTiderable of the confederates. By 
Fhthia ^acides had two daughters named Deidamia 
and Torias, and a fon named Pyrrhus. 

But the MoIoHiatis, riilng againH: Xacidss, depof- 
ed him, and brought in the fons of Neoptolemus *. 
On this occafion the friends of ^addes were taken 
and flain : only Androclides and Angelus. cfcaped 
with his infant fon, though he was much fought Mter 
by his enemies j-and carried him off with-Jiis quff^ 
and a few necelTary attendants. This train rendj^ed 
"their flight difficuh and flow, fo that they were foon 
overtaken. In this extremity they put the chUd jfl. 
the hands of Androcleon, Hippias, aad.Neander, 
.three aflive young men whom they could depeiyl 
upon, and ■ordered them to make the beft of thejr 
way to-Megarse, a town in Macedonia ; .while they 
themfelves,. partly by intreaty, and partly , by, force, 
" ftopt the courfe . of the purfuers till evening ; \y:hep, 
having with much diiEculty got clear of them, th^ 
haftened to, join thofe who carried the yaupg princp. 
At fun-fet, they thought themlelves near, the fupiujit 
-of their hopes, but they met. with a fiidden difep- 
pbintment. 'When .they caioe to the river that ruijs 
I by the town,, it looked rough ,and dreadful; ,Mtd 
upon trial, they -foundit abfoluttly unfordable. .Upr 
'the -Current beiqg fwelled with the Jate . rains, v/^s 
."■very" high and boifterous, anddarkncfs add^d to. the 
^htirtor. ' They now defpaired of getting the child 
and his nnrfes 'erer, '^thout- fome other ^fliilance ; 
-■Tphcn perceiving fome of the ifihabitants pf. the place 
^onitbe,Qther:fide, they b^g^.of ,them(ta.aiiifl}.their 
cpaffl^fiknd held op Pyrvhus lowardfr Utetn. -Bat 

• Thif Neojitdemm waa thiljrother orArylJaa. " 

'"' though 
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though they called out loud and IntfedteS tdrneftly, 
the uream'ran fo rapid aiid made fuch 4roanng thit 
they could not be heard. Some time was fpeni, 
while they wftre crying out on one fide, and iiftenitfg 
to'no purpofe on the other. At hft one of -pyrrhus's 
coHipariythbught of peeling off a piece 6f oaii-baTt, 
ind of exprelTing upon it, -with The tohgue of i 
"BflCkle, the neceffities and foTtmies of thcchild. Ac- 
cordingly,' he put Hiis in execution, and having rolled 
die piece of bark 'about a llbne, he threw' to the 
other' fide. "Some &y, he bound it feft to ar javrfm, 
'and darted it over. When the people on theothftr 
fide had read it, and faw there was not a- moment to 
lofe, they cat down trees, and made a raft- of them, 
and'croffed theriver upon it. It happenedthat the 
firlfman who reached the bank, Was named Achillas. 
He to6k'Pyrrhus in his arms, and conveyed hftn 
over, while his' companions performed the feme' fiir- 
vice for his followers. 

'Pyrrh'Us "and his train, haviftg' thus got fafe 6tw, 
arid efcaped the purfuers, 'continued thdr route t5li 
rtiey arrived at' the courfof'Glaucias king of Hlyria. 
They found the kmg'fTtting in his palace with the 
' queen his confort ', and laid the child at bis fcetin 
the pofture of a fuppliant. ■The'kifig whoftoodin 
fear of Ciflknder, the enemy of ^acides, remained 
a Itsng time filient, confidenng what piirt he Ihotild 
aft. While' Pyi-rhus 6f his own accord creeping 
cl6fer to him, took hold of^his rfabe, art^rdrfitig 
himfdlf up to his' knees, by this aAbn firft'CxdlM 
a fmile, knd afterwards compaffion ; for he thought 
he faw a' petitioner before him begging his pTcrteftiftn 
with'teSrs. Some fay, it was'not Glaucias, but the 
altnr'of the dctai'eftic gods which he^approached,'aM 
that' he ralfed himfelf by embracing it j-from'whicH it 

* ftHKa calls this piineefs Betto, and hytfticvn^Q^iiifi-Hwinly 
of the JEiadge r wbich mufi have been the realgn of their Icekjng 
ietbge for I^rrliut in that court. , , 

appeared 
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ameared to Glaucias that heaven interefted itfelf in 
the in&nt*s favour. For this reafon be put him im- 
mediately in die hands of the queen, and ordered her 
to bring him up with his own children. His enemies 
demancOng him foon after, and Caflander offering two 
hundred talents to have him delivered up, Glaucias 
tefufed to, do it; and wh^ he came to be twelve 
years old, conduced him into Epirus at the head of 
an army, and placed him upon the throne. 

Pyrrhus had an air of majefty rather terrible tliah 
auguft. Inilead of teeth in his upper jaw he had 
. one continued bone, marked with fmall Unes refem- 
bling the divifions of a row of teeth. It was believed, 
that he cured the fwelling of the fpleen, by facrificing 
a white cock, and with his right foot gently prefling 
the part aifefted, the patients lying upon their baclK 
for that purpofe. There was no perfon, however, 
poor or mean, refufed this relief, if requefted. He 
recdved no reward, except the cock for facrifice, and 
this prefent was very agreeable to him. It is alfo faid, 
that the great toe of that foot had a divine virtue in 
it : for, after his death, when the reft of his body 
was confumed, that toe was found entire and un- 
touched by the flames. But this account belongs not 
to the penod we are upon. 

When he was about feventeen years of age, and 
feemed to be quite eftabliflied in his kingdom, he 
happened to be called out of his own territories, to 
attend the nuptials- of one of Glaucias's fons, with 
whom he had been educated. On this occafit»i the 
MololTians revolting again, drove out his friends, pil- 
laged his treafures, and put themfelves once more 
under Neoptolemus. Fyrrbus having thus loft the 
crown, and being in want of every thing, applied 
himfclf to Demetrius, the fon of Antigonus, who 
had married his ftfter Deidamia. That princefe 
when very yotmg, had been promifed to Alexander 
the fon of Roxana [by Alexander the Great ;3 but 
that family bdni; unfortunately cut off, flie was given, 

when 
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whm (be came to b« marriageable, to Demeaius. In 
the great battle of Ipfus, where all the kings of die 
rajTth were engaged", Pyrrh-us accompanied Deme* 
trius ; and, though but young, bore down all before 
him, and highly dillinguifhedhimfelf among the com- 
batants. Nor did he forfake Demetrius, wnen unfuc* 
cefsful, but kept for him thofe cities of Greece with 
which he was entnided ; and when the treaty was 
concluded with Ptolemy, he went to Egypt as an 
hollage. There, both in hunting and other exercifesj 
he gave Ptolemy. proofs of his flrength and indefa> 
tigable abilities. Obferviug that among Ptolemy's 
wives, Berenice was Ihe who had the greatell power, 
and was.moft eminent for virtue and underftanding, 
he attached himfelf molt to her. For he had a patb 
ticuUr art of making his court to the great, while 
-he overlooked thofe that were below him. AihI as 
in Ms whole, condud be piid great attention to de- 
cency, temperance, and prudence, Ant^one, who 
was daughter to Berenice by her fad hufband Phi- 
lip, was given him, in preference to many other 
young princes. 
, On this account he was held in greater honour than 
ever : and Antigone proving an excellent wife, pro- 
cured him men and money, which enabled him to re- 
cover his kingdom of Epirus. At his arrival there 
his fubjefts received him with, open arms ; for 
Neoptolemus was become obnoxious to the people, 
by reafon of his arbitrary and tyrannical government. 
Neverthelefs, Pyrrhus, a[^rehending that Neopto- 
lemus might have recourfe to feme of the other 
kings, came to an agreement with him, and alfopi- 
ated him in the kingdom. But in procefs of time 
there were fome who privately fowed diflention and 
jcaloufies between them. Pyrrhus's chief quarrel 

* He 1373 ,all the kings of the earth were engaged, becaufe Ly- 
fimacbus, Seleucus, Piolemy, CaflaDder, Antlgonus, and Deme-' 
tnus, were there in (wrfon. Thif battle was foughl about |99 yextt 
iefore Chrift. 
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with Neoptolemus is faid to have takea its rife a< 
follows. It had been a cuftotn for the kings of Epi- 
rus tb hold an alTembly at PalTaron, a place in the 
province of the MoloITianE ; Where, after facrificing 
to Jupiter the warrior, mutual oath^ were taken by 
them and their fobjefts. The kings were fworn to 
govern accordi?ig to lau., and the people, to defend the 
crotvti according to laze. Both the kings niet oH this 
occafion, attended by their friends, and after the ce' 
remony, great prefents were made on all fidee. Ge- 
lon^ who WES' very cordially attached to Neoptolemos, 
among the reft, paid his refpe£i:s to Pyrrhus^ and 
made him a prefent of two yoke of oxen*. Myrtilu», 
one of this prince's cupbearers, begged them of him ; 
but Pyrrhus refufed him, and gave them to another. 
Oelon perceiving that Myrtilus took the difappoint- 
ment extremely ill, invited him to fap with him. 
After fupper he fohcited hhn to embrace the intereft 
cf Neoptolemus, and to poHiwi Pyrrhus. Myrtilus 
leemed to liften to his fuggeftions with fadsfa£tion, 
but difcovered the whole to his mailer. Then, by 
his order, he introduced to Gelon, the chief cub^ 
bearer Alexicrates, as a pcrfon who was willing to 
enter into the confpiracy : for Pyrrhus was defiroui 
to have more than one witnefs to fo black an enter- 
■prife. Gelon being thus deceived, Neoptolemus 
was deceived with lum : and thinking the affair iti 
great forwardnefs, could not contain tumfetf, b^t in 
Sie excefs of his joy mentioned it to his ff lends One 
evening, in particular, being at fupper with his fifler 
Cadmia, he difcovered the whole dengn, thinking no- 
body elfe within bearing. And indeed diere was none 
in the room but Hiienarele the wife €>f Samon chief 
keeper of Neoptolemus's catde } and Ihe laid upon a 
couch with her face turned towards the wall, and 
feemed to be afleqa. She heard, however, the whole, 
without being fulpe£ted, and went the next day to 
Antigone the wife of Pyrrhus, and related to her all 
* This pri;feiit was charafleriftic^l of the Gmplidty of andeot times'. 
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that flu had heard Neoptolemiu fay Co his lifter. 
This was immediately laid before Pyrrhus, who toolt 
no notice of it for the prefent. But, on occafios of 
a folenm iacrific«, he inVited Neajdolemus to fupper, 
and took that opportunity to kill him. For he was 
Irell afliired that all the leading men in Epirus were 
ftroi^ly attached to him, and wanted him to remove 
Neoptolemug oot of the way ; that^ no longer latif- 
fied with a fmall fiiare of the kingdom, he might 
poflefs himfelf of the whole ; and by following his 
genius, rife to great atten^>tt. And, as they had 
now a Ilrtmg futpidon befides, that Neo^olemus was 
pradifmg :^ainJt him, they thought this was the 
. time to prevent him by giving him the latal blow. 
In acknowledgment m the obligations he had to 
Berenice and Ptolemy, be named his fon by Antigone 
Ptolemy f and called the city which be built in. the 
Cherfonete of Epirus, Berenids. From this time he 
i>egan to conceive many great defigns, but his firft 
hopes laid hold of all that was near home : and he 
found a plaufible pretence to concern himfelf in the 
afiairs of Macedonia. Antipater, the eldeit fon of Ca£- 
iander, had killed his mother Thefialonica, and e:^>el- 
led his brother Alexander. Alexander fent to Deme> 
trius fbr fuccour, and implored likewife the affiAaoce , 
of Pyrrhus. Demetrius, having many afiurs upon his 
handSf could Oot prefently comply j but Pyrrhus came 
and demanded, as the reward of tus fervices, the atf 
of Nymphasa*, and all the maritime coaft of Maee- 
dcmia, together with Ambracia, Acamania, and Am- 
philochia, which were fome of the countries that did 
not originally belong to the kingdom <^ Macedon. 
The young prince agreeing to the conditions, Pyr- 
rhus pofleffed himfelf of thefe countries, and fecured- 

* Dader ttuDka Appcdionia might be callal Kpnpluea fTom, 
Njmpha^m, a aJcbiated rock in iu ndghbonrbood. Palmerhis 
would read Tymphxa ; Ibat being the name of a town in tbole 
puts. There was a dty called Njmpbsuin in the Taiuica Chci^ 
ibaefut, but that couU oat be meant here. 

F 2 them 
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them with his garrifons ; after which, he went oA 
conquering the reft for Alexander, and driving An-* 
tipater before him. 

King Lyfimachus was well inclined. to give Anti- 
patec afhltance, but he was fo much engaged with 
his own affairs that he could not find time foT it. 
Recollefting, however, th^ Pyrrhus would refufe 
nothing to his friend Ptolemy, he forged letters in 

. Ptolemy's name, enjoining, him to evacuate Macedo- 
nia, and to be fatisfied with three hundred .talents 
■from Antipater. Bur Pyrrhus no fooner opened the 
letters, than he perceived the forgery. For, inftead 
of the cuftomary fatutation, the father to his fon 
greeting, they began with, king Ptolemy to king 
Pyrrhiis greeting. He inveighed againft Lylimachug 
for the fraud, but liftened, ndtwithftanding, to pro- 
pofals of peace j and the three princes met to offer 
facriBces on the occafion, and to fwear upon the al- 
tar to the articles. A boarj a bull, and a ram, being 
ted up aS vidims, the ram dropped donli deatl of 
hitnfelf. The -reft of the company laughed at the 
accident, but Theodotus the diviner advtfed Pyrrhus 
not to fwear, declaring that the deity prefignified the 
death of one of the kings* : upon which he refufed 
to ratify the peace. 

Alexander's affairs were thus advantageoufly fet- 
tled ; never thelefs, Demetrius came. But it foon ap- 
peared that he came now unrequefted, and that his " 
prefence excited rather fear than gratitude. When 
they had been a few days together, in mutual diftruft 

■they laid fnares for each other : but Demetrius find- 
ing the firft oportunity, was beforehand with Alex- 
ander, killed him, and got himfelf proclaimed king 
of Macedon, 

He had for a long time fubjeds of complaint 
againft Pyrrhus, on account of the inroads which he 
had made into Theffaly. Befides, that ambition to . 
extend their dominions, which is a diftemper natural 
■ Alexander was murdered Ibon after. 
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to kings, rendered their neighbourhood mutually 
idarming. Thefe jealoufies increafed after the death 
of Deidamia. At laft, each having poffeffed himfelf 
of part of Macedonia, and having one obje£l in 
view, the gaining of the whole, this produced of 
courfe new caufes of contention. Demetrius marched 
againfl: the ^tolians, and reduced them. After 
which he left Pantauchus among them with a con- 
liderable force, and went himfelf to feet Pyrrhus. " 
Pyrrhus, as foon as he was apprifed of his deHgn, 
went to meet him ; but taking a wrong route, they 
inadvertently palfed each other- Demetrius entered 
Epirus, and committed great ravages ; and Pyrrhus, 
'felling in with Pantauchus, gave him battle. The 
difpute was warm and obltinate on both tides, efpe- , 
dally where the generals fought. For Pantauchus, 
who in dexterity, courage, and llrength,fl;ood fbremoii 
among the officers of Demetrius, and withal was a 
man of a high and ambitious fpirit, challenged Pyr- 
rhus to the combat. And Pyrrhus, who was behind 
none of the princes of his time in valour and renown, 
and who was defirous to appropriate to himfelf the 
honours of Achilles rather by his fword than by kin- 
dred, advanced through the hrfl lines againft Pantau- 
chus. They began with the javelin ; and then com-> 
ing to the fword, exhaufted all that art or ftrength 
coul4 fupply. Pyrrhus received one wound, and 
gave his adverlary two, one in the thigh, and the 
other in the neck; by which he overpowered him, 
and brought bim to the ground ; but could not kill 
him outright, becaufe he was refcued by his friends. 
TTie Epirots, elated with their prince's vidory, and 
admiring his valour, broke into and difperfed the 
Macedonian phalanx, and purfuing the fugitives^ 
Jcilled great numbers of them* and took five thoufand 
prifoners. 

This battle did not fo much excite the refentment 

and hatred of the Macedonians againft Pyrrhus for 

Trbat they fuSered, as it infpired them with an efteem 

F 3 pf 
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bit abilities, and admiration of his valour. Tlus fiir* 
nilfaed a fubjed of difcourfe to aU who were witneffes 
(^ his explints, or were engaged againft him in the 
a^oD. For he raralted to tqeir minds the counter 
nance, the fwiftnefs, and motion of Alexander the 
Great ; in Pyrrhus they thought they faw the very 
image of his force and impetuofity. And while the 
other kings reprefented that hero only in their purple 
r-obes» in the number of -guards, the bend of the 
neck, and the lofty manner of fpeaking, the king of 
£pirus reprefented him in deeds of arms and perftMial 
atchievements. And of his great ikill in ordering and 
drawing up an army, we have prooft in the writings 
he left behind him. It is alfo laid, that Antigonus. 
being alked, " Who was the greateft general 7" an- 
fwered, " Pyrrhus would be, if he hved to be old." 
Antigonus, indeed, fpoke only of the generals of his 
time : but Hannibal &id that of all trie world had 
ever beheld, the firft in genius and (kill was Pyrrhus, 
Scipio the fecond, and himfelf the third i as we have 
written in the life of Scipio *. This was the only 
fcience he applied himfelf to ; this was the fubjeft of 
his thoughts and converfation : for he confidered it 
as a royal ftudy, and looked upon other arts as mere 
trifling amufements. And it is reported that when 
he was alked, ** Whether he thought Python or 
Casphifias the bed mufician ?" " Polyfperchon," fiud 
be, " is the eeneral ;" mtimating that this was the 
only point which it became a king to enquire into or 
know. 

In the intercourfe of life he was mild and not eafily 
provoked, but ardent and quick to repay a kindnefs. 
For this reafon he was greatly afHided at the death 
of iEropus. ** His fhend," he faid, " had only 
•" paid the tribute to nature, but be Uamed and re- 

* This is differently related, p. 54, in the life of Fkuninius. 
There it a faid, that Hannibal plued Atesandcr £ril. Pyrrhuf 
fccondj ^ t^imielf the Xbxtd, 

« proachcd 
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*f proached himfelf for putting off his acknowledg- 
^' ments, till by thefe delays he had loft the oppor- 
" tunity of making any return. For thofe that owe 
" money, can pay it to the heirs of the deceafed, 
*^ but when a return of kindnefles is not made to' 
" a perfon in his life-time, it grieves the heart th^ 
^ has any goodnefs and honour in it." When fome 
advifed mm to banifh a certain ilL-ton?ued Ambra- 
dan, who abufed him behind his back, " Let the 
** fellow ftay here," laid he, ^* and fpeak againlt me 
" to a few, rather.than ramble about, and give me a 
" bad charafter to all the world." And fome young 
men having taken great liberties with his chara£^ef 
in their cups, and being afterwards brought to' anfwer 
for it, healked them, *' Whether they really had laid 
" fuch things?" ** We did, fir," anfwered one of 
them, ** and Ihould have faid a great deal more, if 
** we had bad more wine." Upon which be laughed, 
and difmifled tfaem, 

After the death of Antigone, he married feveral 
wives, for. the purpofes of intereft and power : name- 
ly, the daughter of Autoleon king of the Pa:onians ; 
Bbcenna, the daughter of Bardyllis king of the II- 
lyrians; and Laaaua, the daughter of Agathocles 
of Syntcufe, who brought him in dowry the Ifle of 
CCTcyra, which her lather had taken. By Antigone 
he had a fon named Ptc^emy ; by Lanafla he had 
Alexander j and by Krcenna, his youngeft ibn He- 
lenus. All diefe princes had naturally a turn for 
war, and he quickened their martial ardour by giving 
them a fiiitable education from their infancy. For 
it is faid, when he was alked by one of them who 
was yet a child, '' To which of them he would leave 
'* his kingdom i" he faid, '' To him who has the 
" fliarpeft fword." This wgs very like that tragical 
legacy of CEdipus to his Tons, 

The fword's keen point tV inlieiiUnce Ihall part*. 
* Pbenillx gf Euripidu, Tcr. 6S. 

F4 After 
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After the battle, Pyrrhus returned home diftin- 
guiihcd with gloiy, and ftill more elevated in his fen- 
timents. The Epirots having given him on this oc- 
cafion the name of Eagle, he faid, " If i am an 
•* eagle,,you have made me one; for it is upon your 
^ arms, upon your wings, that I have rifen fo high." 

Soon after, having intelUgence that Demetrius lay 
dangeroufiy ill, he fuddenly entered Macedonia *, 
intending only an inroad to pillage the country. But 
he was very near feizing the whole, and taking the 
kingdom without a blow. For he pulhed forward 
as far as EdelTa without meeting with any refiflance: 
on the contrary, many of the inhabitants repaired to 
his camp and joined him. The danger awakened De* 
metrius, and made him aft above his ftrength. His 
friends, too, and ofEcers, quickly affembled a good 
body of troops, and moved forward with great Jpirit 
and vigour againft Pyrrhus. But as he came only 
• with a defign to plunder, he did not ftand to receive 
, them. He loft, however, a tonfiderabfe number of 
men in his retreat ; for the Macedonians haraOed his 
Tear all the way. 

■ Demetrius, though be had driven out Pyrrhus with 
fo much eafe, was far from flighting and defpifmg 
him afterwards. But as he meditated great things, 
and had determined to attempt the recovery of his 
paternal kingdom with an army of a hundred thou- 
land men and five hundred fail of fhips, he thought 
it not prudent either to embroil himfelf with Pyrrhus, 
or to leave behind him fo dangerous a neighbour. 
And as he was not at leifure to continue the war with 
him, he concluded a peace, that he might turn big 
arms with more fecurity againil the outer kings f^ 
The defigns of Demdtrius were foon difcovered by 
this peace, and by the greatneCs of .his preparations, 

• In the third year of the huDdred and twenty-thiid Olympiai]^ 
. two hundred and aighty-four years before Chrift. 
f Sdeucui, Ftglemy, wd Ljiunachus. 

The 
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The kings were alarmed* and fent ambafladors to 
Pyrrhus with letters, exprefling their aflonifhment, 
that he neglected his opportunity to make war upon 
Demetrius. They reprefented with how much eafe 
be might drive him out of MacedoDia, thus engaged 
as he was in many troublefome enterprifes } iniiead 
of which, he waited till Demetrius had difpatched 
all his oUier affairs, and was grown fo much more 
powerful as to be able to bring the war to his own 
doors, and to put him under the necefTity of fighdng 
for the altars of his gods, and the fepukhres of his. 
anceltors in MotofTia itfelf : and this too, when he 
had juft been deprived by Demetrius of the ifie of 
Corcyra, together with his wife. For Lanaffa having 
her complaints againfl: Pyrrhus, for paying more at- 
tention to his other wives, though barbarians, than 
to her, had retired to Corcyra ; and, wanting to 
marry another king, invited Demetrius to receive her 
hand, knowing him to be more inclined to marriage 
than any of the neighbouring princes. Accordingly 
he failed to the ifland, married Lanafia, and left a 
ganifon in the city. 

The kings, at the fame time that they wrote thefe 
letters to Pyrrhus, took the field themfelves to haraft 
Demetrius, who delayed his expedition, and conti- 
nued his preparations. Ptoiemy put to fea with a 
great fleet, and drew off many of the Grecian cities. 
JLyfimachus entered the Upper Macedonia i^om 
Thrace, and ravaged the country. And Pyrrhus 
taking up arms at the fame time, marched againfl 
Berffia, expeding that Demetrius would go to meet 
Lyfimachus, and leave the Lower Macolonia un- 
guarded ; which feU out accordingly. The night 
before he fet out, he dreamed that Alexander the 
Great called him, and that when he came "to him, he 
found him lick in bed, but was received with many 
obliging expreffions of friendfhip, and a promile of 
fudden affiftance. Pyrrhus faid, ** How can you, 
." fir, who are fick, be able to affift me ?" Alexander 
anfwered, 
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' aiifvered, " I will do it with my name :" and, at the 
&me time, he mounted a Nifsan * horfe, and feemed 
to lead the way. 

Fyrrhus, greatly encouraged by this vjfion, ad- 
vanced wkh the utmoft expedition, and having tra- 
verfed the intermediate countries, came before Beroea, 
and took it. lliere he fixed his head -quarters, and 
reduced the other cities by his generals. When De- 
metrius received intelligence of this, and perceived^ 
moreover, a fpirit of mutiny among the Macedo- 
niaiis in his camp, he was afraid to proceed farther, 
left, when they came in fight of a Macedonian 
prince, and one of an illuftrious charaSer too, they 
flioidd revolt to him. He therrfore turned back, 
and led them againft Pyrrhus, who was a ftranger, 
and the objeft of their hatred. Upon hit encamping 
sear Bercea, many inhabitants of that place mixed 
with his foldiers, and highly extolled Pyrrhus. They 
Bcprefcnted him as a man invincible in arms, of un- 
coHimon inagrraniinity, and one who treated thofe 
who fell mto his hands with great gentlenefs and hu- 
manity. There were alfo fome of Pyrrhus's,emiffa. • 
nes, who, pretending ^lemfelves Macedonians, ob- 
served to Demetrius's men, that then was the time ta 
get free from his cruel yoke, and to embrace the in- 
terells of Pyrrhus, who was a popular lAan, and who 
bved a foldio'. After this, the greateft part of the 
army was in a ferment, and they call their eyes 
around for Pyrrhus. It happened that he was then 
without his helmet ; but, recoIle£Hng himfelf, he 
foon put it on again, and was immediately known by 
Ms lofty plum£ and his creft of goats' horns f- Many 

.*EBIaea was a province near the Cafpkn fta, which Strabo 
telU us was famous for ita breed of horfea. The kings of Periia 
\iCtd U> be provided from thencf . Stbabo, lib. xi. 

f Alexander the Great is reprefcnted on hu tnedals with fuch a^ 
crcil. The goat, indeed, was Ihe fymbol of the Ifingdom of Ma- ' 
qedonl The prophet Daniel ufes it u fueh. The original of that 
. ^mbol ma}' be found in, Jufiint 

of 
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of the Macedonkm now ran to him, apd begged 
him to gire them the word * ; while otherB crowned 
thmifelTcs with branches of oak, becaufe they faw 
them worn by his men. Some bad even the confi* 
deoce to tell Demetrius, that the moH: prudent part 
he could take, would be to witbdra'v, and lay down 
the govemment. As he found the motions of the 
ajmy agreeable to thia fort of difcouife, he was ter- 
rified, and made off privately, difguifed in a meaa 
doak and a common Macedonian hat. Pyrrhus, 
upon this, became mafter of the camp without 
ftriking ' a blow, and was proclaimed king of Ma- 
cedonia. 
Lyfimachus made his appearance foon after, vady 

Setending that he had contributed equally to the 
ght of Demetrius, demanded hi> Siare of the king- 
dom. Pyrrhus, as he thought himfelf not fufEcienuy 
eftabliihed among the Macedonians, but rather in 
a dubious fituation, accepted the propofal ; and they 
divided the cities and provinces between them. Tlut 
partition feemed to be of fervice for the prefent, and 
prevented their going direSly to war ; but, foon after, 
they found it the beginning of perpetual complaint* 
and quarrels, inftead of a perfeft reconciliation. 
For how is it poffible that they whofe ambition it 
not to be terminated by feae and mountains and un- 
iidiabitable deferts, whofe thirft of dominion is not 
to be confined by the bounds that part £urope and 
Aiia, fiiould, when fo near each other, and joined 
in one lot, fit down contented, and abftain from mu- 
tual injuries ? midoubtedly they are always at war in 
their hearts, having the feeds of perfidy and envy ■ 
there. As for the names of Peace and "War, they 
apply them occaOonaily, like money, to their ufe, 
not to the purpofes of juftice. And they i&. with 
much more probity, when they profeiledly make war, 

MfV* i»^7 fignify t^ vor4 becuilc it hd|w to keep the ibldten 
lopUier. 

than 
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than when they fanfdfy a Ihort trucrf" and cdEition of 
mutual injuries, with the names of juftice and friend- 
fliip. Pyrrhus was a proof of this. For oppoliog 
Demetrius again, when his affairs began to be a little 
te-eftabtifhed, and checking his power, which feemed 
to be recovering, as it were, from a great illnefs, he 
marched to the ailidance of the Grecians, and went 
in perfon to Athens. He afcended into the citadel, 
sind facrificed to the goddefs ; after which he came 
down into the city the fame day, and thos addrefied 
the people : ** I think myfelf happy in this teftimony 
" of the kind regard of the Athenians, and of tlw 
** confidence they put in me j I advife them, how- 
** ever, as they tender their fafety, never to admit 
" another king within their walls, but to fliut their 
** gates againfl: all that Ihall defire it '.*' 

Soon after this he concluded a peace with Deme> 
trius : and yet Demetrius was no fooner palfed into 
■ Afia, than Pyrrhus, at the inftigation of Lyfima-. 
chua, drew off Theffaly from its allegiance, and at* 
tacked his garrifons in Greece. He foimd, indeed, 
the Macedonians better fubjefts in time of war than, 
in. peace, befides that he himfelf was more fit for 
aQion than repofe. At laft Demetrius being entirely 
defeated in Syria, Lyfimachus, who had nothing to 
fear from that quarter, nor any other affairs to eni 
gage him, immediately turned his forces ag^nH; 
Pyrrhus, who lay in quarters at Edefla. Upon his 
arrival, he fell upon one of the king's convoys, and 
took it, by which he greatly diftreffed his troops for 
want of provifibns. Befides this, he corrupted th« 
principal Macedonians by his letters and emiflaries ; 
reproaching them for' chooffmg for their fovereign a 
ftranger, whofe anceftors had always beai fubje£l to 
the Macedonians, while they expelled the hiends 
jnd companions <^_ Alexander.. As the majority 
lillened to thefe fuggeftions, Pyrrhus, fearing the 

* The Athenians followed his sdvice, and drove out Demetrhn's 

garrifon. 

event, 
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erent, withdrew with his Epirots and auxiliary forces, 
and fo loft Mscedonia in the fame manner he had 
gained it. Kings, therefore, have no reafon to blame 
the people for changing for intcreft, fince in 'tfait 
they do but imitate their mafters, who are patterns 
of treachery and perfidioufheis, and who think that 
man molt capable of ferving them who pays the leaft 
. regard to honefty. 

When Pyrrhns had thus retired into Efwrus, and 
left Macedonia, he had a &ir occafioa given him by 
fortune to enjoy himfelf in quiet, and to govern hit 
own kingdom in peace. But he was pcrfuaded, that 
Deither to annoy others, nor to be annoyed by them, 
was a life infufierably languilhing and tedious. Like 
Achilles, he could not endure inaction : 

He pined In dull repofe : his heart indignant 
Bade the fcene change to war^ to wounds, and death. 

His anxiety for frdH employment was relieved as 
follows : The Romans were then at war with the 
Tarentines. The latter were not able to fupport the 
difpute, and yet the bold and turbulent harangues trf 
thdr leadinc men would not fuffer them to put an 
end to it* They refolved, therefore, to call in Pyr- 
rhus, and put their forces under his command ; there 
.being no other prince who had then fo much Icilure, 
or was fo able a general. The oldeft and moll 
fenfiWe of the citizens oppofed this meafure, but 
were overborne by the noUe and violence of the 
multitude ; and when they faw this, they no longer 
attended the aflemblies. But there was a wor- 
thy man, named Melon, who, on the day that the 
decree was to be ratified, after the people had taken 
their feats, came into the aflembiy, with an air of 
intoxication, having, like perfons in that condition, 
a withered garland upon his head, a torch in his 
hand, and a woman playing on the flute before him. 
As no decorum can well be obferved by a crowd of 
people in a free ftaie, fome clapped their hands, others 
laughed t 
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hughed ; but nobody pretended to ftop Inm. Chi 
the contrary, they called upon the woman to play, 
and him to come forward And fing. Silence beii^ 
made, he faid, *' Men of Tarentum^ ye do extreme^ 
** well^ to fufTer thofe who have a mind to it, to phty 
** and be merry, while they may } and if you arc 
** wife, you will all now enjoy the &me liberty > for 
" you muft have other bufincfs and another kind of 
" life, when Pyrrhus once enters your city.*' This 
addrefs made a great impreilion upon ths Tarentines, 
and a wbifper of aflent ran through the aflembty. 
But fame fearing that they fliould be delivered up to 
the Romans, if peace were made, reproached the 
people with fo tamely fuffisrjng themfelves to be made 
a jeft ofi and infulted by a drunkard j and then turn- 
ing upon Meton, they thruft him out. The decree 
thus being confirmed, they fent ambafladors to Epi- 
rus, not only in the name of the Tarentines, but of 
the other Greeks in Italy, with prefents to Pyrrhus, 
and orders to tell him, " That they wanted a general 
** of ability and charader. As for troops he would 
" find a large fupply of them upon the fpot, from the 
•* Lucanians, the Meffapians, the Samnites and Ta- 
** rentines, to the amount of twenty thoufand horfe, 
" and three hundred and fifty thoufand foot." Thefe 
promifes not only elevated Pyrrhus, but r^fed in the 
Epirots a ftrong inclination to the war. 

There was then at tht court of Pyrrhus, a Thefia- 
lian name(^Cineas, a man of founa fenfe, and who 
having been a difciple of Demofthenes, was the only 
orator of his time that prefented his hearers with a 
lively image of the force and fpirit of that great mafter. 
This man bad devoted himfelf to Pyrrhus, and in all 
the embaiEes he was employed in, confirmed that fay- 
ing of Euripides, 

Tlie gates that fteel exdtide^ re6ftld* doquence fluU en.. 
ter. 

Thb 
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Tbk made Pyrrhos &y> " that Cineas bad gainefl 
'* him more cities by tus addrefs, than he had wos 
" by his arms :" and h^ continued to heap honours 
uid employments upon him. Cineas now ieeinc 
Phyrrus intent upon liis preparations for Italy, toMC 
an opportuaity, when he faw him at leifure, to dra^ 
him into the foUowin^ converfation. " The Romaat 
" have the reputation of being excellent, foldiers^ 
** and have the conunand of many warlike nations ; 
*' if it pleafe Heaven that we conquer them, what 
" ufe, fir, Ihall we make of our viftory ?'* " Cineas," 
replied the king, " your quefUon aufwers itfel£ 
" When the Romans are CHOce fu.bdued» there is no 
" town, whether Greet or barbariwi, in all the 
" country, that will dare oppofe us ; but we fhall 
" immediittely be mafters of all Italy, whofe great- 
" nefs, power, and importance, no man knows better 
" than you." Cineas, after a ihort paufe, continued, 
" But, after we have conquered Italy, what Ihall we 
" do next, fir ?" Pyrrhus not yet jierceiving his drift, 
repEed, " There is Sicily very near, and ilretches 
" out her arms to receive us, a fruitful and popu- 
'* lous ifland, and eafy to be taken. For Agathocles 
" was no fooner gone, than faftion and anarchy pre- 
" vailed among her cides, and every thing is kept 
" in confufion by her turbulent demagogues," 
" What you fay, my prince," faid Cineas, " is very 
" probable ; but is the taking of Sicily to conclude- 
" our expeditions ?" ** Far from it," anfwered Pyr- 
thus, " for if Heaven grant us fucccfs in this, that 
" fuccefs fhall only be the (welude to greater things. 
*' Who can forbear Lybia and Carthage, then vnlhin 
" reach ; of which Agathocles, even when he fled in 
" a clandeftine inanner from Syracufe, and croffed th« 
" fea wich a few- fliips only, had almoft made him- 
" felf mailer. And when we have made fuch conr 
" quefts, who can [M-etend to fay, that any of our 
" enemies, who are now fo infolent, will think of 
" refifting us I"' ** To be fure," faid Cineas, " they 
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'*' wilt not } for it is clear that fo much power wiH 
** enable you to recover Macedonia^ and to eflablifh 
** yourfelt' uncontefted fovereign of Greece. But 
*• when we have conquered all, what are we to do 
** then ?" " Why, then, my friend," faid Pyrrhua, 
laughing, " we will take our cafe, and drink and be 
*^ merry." Cineas, having brought him thus far, re- 
plied, " And what hinders us from drinking and tak- 
'* ing our eafe now, when we have already thofe 
" things in our hands, at which we propofe to arrive 
*' through feas of blood, through infinite toils and 
*' dangers, through innumerable calamities, which 
** we muft both caufe and fufter ?" 

This difcourfe of Cineas gave Pyrrhus pain, but 
produced no reformation. He faw the certain hap- 
pinefs which he gave up, but was not able to forego 
the hopes that flattered his defires. In the- firft place, 
therefore, he fent Cineas to Tarentum, with three 
thoufand foot : from whence there arrived, foon after, 
a great number of galleys, tranfports, and flat-bot- 
tomed boats, on board of which he put twenty ele- 
phants, three thoufand horfe, twenty thoufand foot, 
two thoufand archers, and five hundred flingers. 
When all was ready, he fet fail ; but as foon as he 
was got into the midit of the Ionian, he was attacked 
by a violent wind at north, which was unufual at that 
feafon. The ftorm raged terribly, but by the fldll 
and extraordinary efforts of his pilots and mariners, 
his fliip made the Italian fliore, with infinite labour, 
and beyond all expe&ation. The reft of the fleet 
could not hold their courfe, but were difpcrfed far 
and wide. Some of the Ihips were quite beaten off 
irom the coaft of Italy, and driven into the Lybian 
and Sicilian fea ; others, not being able to double 
the cape of Japygia, were overtaken by the night ; 
and, a great and boifterous fea driving them upon a 
difficult and rocky fliore, they were all in the utmoft 
(iiftrefe.- The king's fliip, indeed, by its fize and 
.. ftrength. 
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ftr'ength, t-efifted the force of the waves, while the 
wind blew from the fea : but that coming about, and 
blowing diredly from the fliore, the fliip, as Ihe flood 
with her head againfl: it, was in danger of opening 
by the Ihocks Ihe received. And yet to be driven 
off again into a tempeftuous fea, while the wind con- 
dnuiuly ihifted frvm point to point, feemed the mofl 
dreadful cafe of all. In this extremity Pyrrhus threw 
himfeif overboard, and was immediately followed by 
his friends and guards, who ftrove which fhould give 
him the befl amflance. But the darknefs of the 
night, and the roaring and refiftance of the waves, 
which beat upon the Ihore, and were driven back 
with equal violence, rendered it extremely difficult 
to lave him. At lafl, by day-break the wind being 
confiderably fallen, with much trouble he got aihore, 
greatly weakened in body, but with a (trength and 
finnnefs of mind which bravely combated the diftrefs. 
At the fame time the Meffapians, on whofe coaft he 
was caft, ran down to give them all the fuccour in 
their power. They alfo met with fome other of his 
veflels that had weathered the ftorm, in which were a 
fmali number of horfe, not quite two thoufand foot, 
and two elephants. With thefe Pyrrhus marched to 
Tarenrum. 

When Cineas was informed of this, he drew out 
hit forces, and went to meet him. Pyrrhus, upon 
his arrlTal U Tarentum, did not choofe to have re- 
courfc to compulfion at firft, nor to do any thing 
andnft the incUnation of the inhabitants, till his 
Imps were ftfe arrived, and the greatefl part of his 
forces coUe^d. But, after this, feeing the Taren- 
ttneSf fO'^ from being in a condition to defend 
cxhers, thai they would not even defend themfelves, 
ac^t th^ were driven to it by neceflity ; and that 
liitf Ate Kill at home, and fpent their time about 
the buhl, or in feafting and idle talk, as expeding 
AaX hi would tight for them ; he Ihut up the places 
«f agtrdfe and &e walks, where they ufed, as they 
Vol. m. G fauntered 
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ituntered alwig* to condud: the vir with words. ,He 
aJfo put a Hop to their unfeafoaable enteTtauunattt, 
rtvas, and djverfions. Inftcad of thefc, he cdied 
dum to amu, md in hU mufterG and reviews wai 
fevere and inexorable : fo that mahy of them quitted 
the place ; for being unaccuflomed to be under com- 
mand, they cdled that a flavery which viis not a 
iife of pleafure. 

He now received inteUjgence that Laevinus, th* 
RtHnan conful, was coining agamft him with a great 
army, and ravaging Lucania by the way. And though 
the confederates were not come up, yet looking 
upoa it as a difgrace to fit ftill and fee the enemy 
approach {lill inearer, he took the field with the 
troops he had. But firll he fent a herald to the Ro- 
mans» with propofals, before they came to extremi- 
ties, to terminate thdr differences amicably with the 
Oreeks in Italy^ by taking him for die mediator and 
umpire. Lsevinus anfwered, ^ That the Romans 
*^ ndther accepted Pyrrhus as a mediator, nor feared 
** him as an enemy. Whereupon, he marched for* 
ward, and encamped upon the plain between the cities 
of Pandofia and-Heracka : and havhig notice that 
the Romans were near, and lay on the other fide c£ 
the river Siris, he rode up to the river to t^te a view 
rf them. Wheii he faw the order of their troops, 
the appointment of their watches, and the reguiaiity 
of their whole encampment, he was ftruck with ad* 
miration, and faid to a friend who was by, ^ Me* 
*' gacles, the difpo&tion of thefe barbarians' has atv 
** thing of the barbarian in it ; we Audi fee whether 
*' the reft will anfwer it." He now became fiiiiciti 
ous for the. event, and determining to vkit for tbft 
allies, fet a guard upon the Viver, to oppoik the. Rc» 
mans if they ftiould, endeavour to pafs it; ;-Tk& 
Romans, on their part, haftcaing to prevent tha (3pm. 
ing up of thofe forces which he had refolwiflitb 
wait for, attei)^>ted the pafiagc. Hie infmtrf tttok 
to the fords, and the cavalry got over wiierevORthi^ 
~* ..'.eSuld J 
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e6akl ; fe that the Greeks were afraid of bdng fur- 
tounded, and retreated to theif main body. 

PyrrhuSf greatly concerned at this* ordered ius 
Soot oficers to draw up the forces, and to ftaud ta 
their arnu t vhile he advanced with the horfe, who 
'mac about three thoufud, ia hopes of fiading the 
Romans yet bufied jn the p^age, aid dilperied 
vidiout my onder. But when he faw a great number 
of fiudds gUttering above the water, and the horfe 
pxeferving their raaks as they pafied, he clofed his 
own tanks and began the attack. Befides his bein^ 
dtflisgUBfiied by the beauty and luflre of his arms, 
vrhich were of rery curious fabric, he perfoiraed 
9&S of Taloor wuthy the great rqiutation he had 
vrqured. For, though he expofed his perfon in the 
hottefk of the engagement, and charged with the 
greateft vigour, he was sever in the 1^ difturbed^ 
■ar Ipft his prefe»ce v£ mind ; but gave his orders 
M QoaAy as ^ ike bad been out of the a^tHi, and 
moTed to this Sde or diat as occaTion required, 
ts Jiippoit his nraa where be faw them maintaining 
an nnequafl £ght. 

. IiegaMitus oi JSSacedon obfaved an Italian horfe- 
Aan yery iotatt vpcgi Pyrrbus, changing bis poft 
fts :he did, And regulating all hh motions by hi&> 
WhercuppJi he rpde up, and &id to him, ** Do you, 
** fee, lir, th» barbamn upcm the black horfe with 
■" lehitciiBet;? be feraw <p joieditate fonw great and 
** idreafl&d defigo. ifc kaqjs you in his eye; fiill 
** of &te and ^irit, he fmgles you out» and takes 
^.no flwtice of aoy-body elfe. Therefore be on 
■** 70io';gii»!'di^a£Bift him." Pyrrbus anfwered, *''It 
** is impdffihlc, X«eowitU5, to avoid our deftiny. But 
'** Bother this nor any other Italian fliall have much 
'^ )fiitisfefiion in .«jgaging with me." While they 
■vetc yet fpeakii^ the Italian levelled his fpear, and 
(furred his horte againft Pyrrbus. He nuffed the 
^tng, but ran his horfe through, as Leonatus did 
•the.Italiui's Ibe lame moment, £3 ithat both borfes 
G 2 feU 
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fell together. Pyrrhus was orried off by his friends 
who gathered round him, and killed the Italian, wha 
fought to the very laft. This brave man had the 
-command of a troop of horfe ; Farenlum was the 
place of his birth, and his name Oplacus. 

This made Pyrrhus more cautious. And now 
feeing his cavalry give ground, he fent -his infantry 
orders to advance, and formed them as foon as they 
came up. Then giving his robe and his arms to 
Megacles one of his friends, he difguifed himfelf in 
his, and proceeded to the charge. The Romans re- 
ceived him with great firmnefs, and the fuccefs of 
. the battle remained long' undecided. It is even faid, 
that each army was broken and gave way feven times, 
and rallied as often. He changed his arms very 
feafonably, for that faved his Ufe j but at the 
fame time it had nearly ruined his affairs, and lolt 
him the vidory. Many aimed at Megacles ; bnt 
the man who firft wounded and brought him to 
the ground, was named Dexous. Desous feized his 
helmet and his robe, and rode up to Laevinus, fliew- 
ing the fpoils, and crying out that he had flain Pyr- 
thus. The fpoils being paffed from rank to rank, as 
it were, in triumph, the Roman army fliouted for joy, 
while that of the Greeks was ftruck with grief and 
confternatlon. This held till Pyrrhus, apprifed of 
what had happened, rode about the army uncovered, 
ftretching out his hand to his foldiers, and giving 
them to know him by his voice. At laft the Romans 
Vere worfted, chiefly by means of the elephants. 
For the horfes, before they came near them, were 
frightened, and ran back with their riders j and Pyr- 
rhus commanding his Theffalian cavalry to iall upon 
them while in this diTorder, -they were routed with- 
great flaughter. Dionyfius writes, that near fifteen 
thoufand Romans tell in this battle ; but Hierony- 
mus makes the number only feven thoufand. On 
Pyrrhus's fide, Dionyfiias fays, there were thirteen 
thoufand killed j Hieronymus not quite four thou- 

land. 
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&nd. Among tfade, bowever, were the moft valil- 
able of his friepds and ofGcers, whofe fervices he had 
made gre^ life of, and in whom h^ had placed the 
higheft confidence. 

Pyrrhus immediately entered the Roman camp, 
which he found deferted. He gained over many 
cities which had been in alliance with Rome, and laid 
wafte the territories of others. Nay,' he advanced 
to within thirty-feven miles of Rome itfelf. The 
Lucanians and the Samnites joined him after the 
battle, and were reproved for their delay ; but it 
was plain that he was greatly elevated and delighted, 
with having defeated fo powerful an army of Romans 
with the affiftance of the Tarentines only. 

The Romans, on this occafion, did not take the 
commind from Lscvinus, though Caius Fabricius is 
j'eported to have faid, ^' That the Romans were not 
•* overcome by the Epirots, but Lavinus by Pyr- 
** rhus %" intimating, that the defeat was owing to 
die inferiority of me general, not of his troops. 
Then raifing new levies, filling up their legions, and 
talking in a lotty and menacing tone about the war, 
they ftruck Pyrrhus with amazement. He thought 
proper, therefore, to fend an embafly to them firft, 
to try whether they were difpofed to peace; being 
fetisfied that to take the city, and make an abfolute 
cohqueft, was an undertaking of too much difficulty 
to be effefted by fuch an army as his was at that 
time ; whereas if he could bring them to terms of 
acccHnmodation, and conclude a peace with them, 
it would be very glorious for him alter fuch a 
viftory, 

Cineas, who was fent wifh this commiffion, ap- 
plied to the great men, and fent them and their 
wives prefents in his mailer's name. But they all re> 
fufed diem ; the women as w«ll as the men declaring, 
" That when Rome had publicly ratified a treaty 
*' with the king, they fhould then on thdr parts be 
♦* ready to give him every mark of '\har friendlhlp 
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^ and refpe£t." And though Ctaiis nud6 a forf^ 
engaging fpeech to the fenate, and ufed many argon 
ments to induce them to cic&with him, yet they 
lent not a willing ear to his propolitioas, notwitbh 
ftanding that Pyrrhus offered to reftore without i^n-. 
fom the prifoners he had made in the hattle, an4 
promifed to affilt them- in the conqueR of Italy, de« 
£ring nothing in return but their nteddihip for him* 
felf, and fecurity for the Tarentines. Some, indeed, 
feemed inclined to peace, urging that tiiey had al-i 
ready loit a great battle, and had ftiU a greato* to 
cjcpeft, fmce Pyrrhus was joined < by feveral nations 
in Italy. There was then &a iUuftrlous Roman,* 
Appius Claudius by name, who on account of hit 

,great age and the lofs of his fight, had declined all 
attendance to public bufinefs. But vHien he heard 
of the embaffy from Pyrrhus, and the roiort prei 
vailed that the fenate was going to vote for the peace, 

' he could not contain himfetf, but ordered his ferrantti 
to take him up, and carry him in his chair throu^ 
the fwum to the fenate-houfe. When he was brot^n^ 
to the door, his fons, and fons-in-law, receive^ 
him, and led him into the fenate. A reTpedtful fi- 
lence was obferved by the whole body on bis appear-* 
ance, and he delivered his fentiments in the follow* 
ing terms ; " Hitherto have I regarded my blindnefl 
*' as 3 misfortune, but now, Romans, I wiih I had beeil 
*' as deaf as I am blind. For then I (hould not have 
■*' heard of your fliameful counfels and decrees fa 
'• ruinous to the glory of Rome. Where now are 
** your fpeeches fo much echoed about the world, 
** that if Alexander the Great had come into Italy, 
*• when we were young, and your fiithers in the vi- 
*' gour of their age, he would not now be celebrated 
'^ as invincible, but either by his flight or hiG fall 
" would have add^d to the glory of Rome? You 
*' now fhew the ranity and folly of that boaft, while 
'* you dread the Chaonians and Moloiltans, whd 
** were ever a prey to the Macedonians, and tremble 
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** at the name of Pyrrbiu, who ha* all bis life been 
** paying hit court to one of the gvar^ of that Alex- 
** aitder. At pFcfent be \niulen ^xwtt kaly, not fb 
** mnch to foccour the Gredu here, aa to aroid his 
** ewmies at bome i and be promiics to [xocwe us 
^ tbe empire of this country with thofe forces, which 
** coukl not enable hira to keep a fsuU part of Ma- 
*' cedonia. Do not cxpe^ cbehy to get rid of him. 
" .by entering into albance with Utn. That ftq> will 
•* only open a door to many inradlers. For who is 
" there that will not defpife you, and think you an 
^' eajy cofiqudl> if Pyrroas not only efcapes unpu* 
" niflied far his infolence, but gains the Tarentines 
«« and Samnites, as a reward for infuhing the Ro* 
*» mans?" 

Aj^lius had no fooner dcme fpeakiog. than they 
voted unammoufiy for the war, and difimlied Cineas 
with this aofwei, " That when Pyrrhos had quitted' 
*' Italy, they would enter upon a treaiy of friendfliipf 
" and alliance with him, if he dofired it : but while 
•* he continued there in a hoftile manner, they would 
^ profecutc the war againi): httn with all their fbrce^ 
" though he &onld faove defeated a thouland hxvi- 
'* nwes." . 

It is, &id, that Cmeas, while be was upon this bu< 
Jiadh, took great pains to obferre the maimerB of the 
RomaBS, and to examine into the nature of their go-- 
Tenunent. And when be had learned what he defired 
by cDBTevling with thai great men, he made a ^ith. 
|u) report of alt to Pyrrhus > and told bim, among 
the rdt, *^ lliat the fenate appeared to bbn an aflem- 
*i biy of kii^ J and as to the people, they were fo. 
*' mmerois, that he was afiaid he had to do with a 
*' Lenasan. bydra.'* for the Qonfol had already an 
army on foot twice as large as the former, and had 
left multitudes b^iind in Rome of a ^oper age for 
eafifting, aoid fuiBcient to form many Aieh annies. 

After this, Fabricius came ambaflador to Pyrrhut 

to treat about the ranfom and exchange of prifoners. 

G 4 Fabri. 
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Fabriciiis, as Gineas informed Pyrrhus, was highly va-' 
lued by the Romans for his probity and martial abili- 
ties, but he was extremely poor. Pyrrhus received 
him with particular diftin«ion, and privately offered 
him gold ; not for any bafe purpofe, but he begced 
him to accept of it as a pledge of friendihip and nof^' 
pitality. Fabricius refuCng the prefent, Pyrrhus preff^ 
ed him no farther : but the next day wanting to furi 
prife him, and knowmg that he had never feen an ele- 
phant, he ordered the bjggefi; he had, to be armed 
and placed behind a curtain in the room where they 
were (o be in conference. Accordingly this was done, 
and,upon a fign given, the curtain drawn ; and the 
elephant raifing his trunk over the head of Fabridus, 
made a horrid and frightful noife. Fabricius turned; 
about, without being in the leaft difcompofed, and 
faid to Pyrrhus, fmiling, '-' Neither your gold yofter-. 
" day, nor your beaft to-day, has made any imprefo. 
" fion upon me." 

In the evening, the converfation at table turned, t^>- 
on many fubje^, but chiefly upon Greece and die 
Grecian philofophers. This led Cineas to mention 
Epicurus*, and to give fome account of the opinions 
of his fed, concerning the gods and civil government. 
He faid, they placed the chief happinefs of man in 
pleafure, and avoided all concern in the adminiftra- 
tion of aHairs as the bane of a happy hfe; and that they 
attributed to the deity neither benevolence nor, anger, 
but maintained, that, far removed froi^ the care of 
human affairs, he paffed his dme in eafe and ina^t- 
vity, and was totally immerfed in pleafure. While 
he was yet fpeaking, Fabricius cried out, " O hea- 
*' Tens ! may Pyrrhus and the Samnites adopt thefc 
** opinions as long as they are at war with the Ro- 

« Epicurus was th«n living. The doannes of tbat philofopher 
were greatly in vogue in Rome, juft bcfpfc the ruin of the common' . 

** mans!"' 
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** mans!*' Pyrrhus admiring the noble fentlments an j 
principles of Fahricius, was more deiirotis than ever 
of eilahlifiung a fiiendJhip with Rome, inllead of con- 
tinuing the war. And taking Fabricius afide, he pre^ 
ed hint to mediate a peace, and then go and fettle aC 
bis court, where he Ihould be his moH intimate com. 
panion, ^nd the chief of his generals. Fabricius am 
iwerad in a low vojce^ ** That, fir, would be no ad<i 
^' vant!^e to you : for thofe who now hcmour and 
*' admire you, Ihould they once have experience d 
** me, would rather choofe to be governed by me than 
*' by yop." Such was the charafter of Fabricius. 

I*yrrhus,.^ from being offended at this anfwer, or 
taking it like a tyrant^ made his friends acquainted 
with the magnanimity of Fabricius, and entrufted 
the priibners to him only, on condition that if the 
fenate did not agree to a peace, they fliould be fent 
back,, alter they had embraced their relations, and ce> 
lebrated (he Satumaha, 

After this, Fabricius bong conful*, an unknown 
perfon came to his camp with a letter from the king** 
phyflcian, who offered to take off Fyrrhus by poifoo, 
^d fo end the war without any farther hazard to the 
Romansj provided they gave him a proper compMi- 
(ation for his fervices., Fabricius detefted the man*i 
villany ; and, having brought his colleague into the 
iiune fentiments, 'fent difpatdies to Pyrrhus without - 
Iqfmg a moment's time, to caution him agmnft the. 
treafon. The letter ran thus : 

^< C^u8 Fabricius and Quindus j£milius,-confals, 
f* to king Pyrrhus, nealtb. 

*' It appears toat you judge very ill both of your 
^ friends and enemies. For you will find by this 
^ letter which vm ffOt to us, that you are at war 
f with men of virtue and hooour, and truft knaves 



* ^WQ bundred and fn^nfy-firea yean twibn Chiift. 

« and. 
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*' and vUIaina. Nor ii h out of kindnefs that we 
" eiva you this information ; but we do it, left your 
** detth flwuld bring a diigrace upon us, and we 
** flwuld feem to have put a period to the var by 
** treachery, when wc could not do it by valouj.** 

Pyrrhus having read the letter, aod deteded the 
treafon, punifhed the phyfician ; and, to Ihew his gra- ' 
titude to f^bricius and the Romans, he deliver^ up 
ibi prHboers Trithout ranfom* and ient Cineaa agaid 
|o aegodale a pote^ The Romans, unwilling to re- 
ceive a iavour from an enemy, or a yeward (or not 
confeoting to an iil tlung, did indeed leceive the pri- 
fonera at his hands, bat lent him an eijual namber of 
Tarentines and Samnites. A& to peace and friend- 
fltip, they would not liear any propofela about it, tilt 
.Fyrr&us ihould hare laid down hfe arms, diawn m 
jorces out of Italy, aiuircti;nied to £j}inisinthefama 
flups in which he came^ 

His affairs now requiring another battle, he- affetn- 
bUd hit army, and Miarc£ed and attacked Ae Ro- 
mans near ATculum. The ground was very rough 
and unercn, and marAy* alia lawarda the river, k\ 
that it was extremely inainvenjcm for the cavalry, 
and quite prevented the elephants from acting with 
the infantry. ¥at this reaion he had a great numbep 
of men killed and wounded, and might have been 
entirdy defeated, had not mght put an end to tho 
battle. Next day, contriving, by an aft of general- 
ftiip, to engage upon even ground, where Ihis ele- 
phants might come at the enemy, be ieised in titne 
that difficult poft where they fou^t the day before. 
Then be planted a Rvniber of archer& and flkigers 
vncti^ his elephants j thickened hi» other ra^ts ; and 
moved forward in good ordetj though with great 
force and impetuo^y, againtt the Romans. 

The Romans, who had not now the advantage of 
ground for attacking and retreating as they pleafed, 

^ * ih^t Ggfifict vto^y, as weU as vooify, 

Svcre 
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vcre obliged to fight upon the plain, man to man, 
Jbey haftened to break the eaenty's in&iUry, before 
the elephants came up, and made prodigjoiu c^OTt& 
vkh their fwords againlt the pikes; not regarding 
thentfelves or the wounds they remved, but otij 
looking where they might ftrUce and flay* After 9 
kmg difpute, however, the Roman? were forced ta 
give way ; which they did firft where Pyirhus fought 
in perfoa ^ for they <:oidd . not reiifl the fury of hia 
^tack. liideed, it was the force and weight of the 
elephants, which put them quite to the rout. The 
Roman valour being of no ufe againft tbofie fieica 
CTeatjures, the troops thought it wifer to give way, as 
to an overwhelming torrent or earthquake, than 
to fall in a fruitless opporition, when they could gain 
no advantage, though they fuffered the greatell ex- 
tranities. And they had not hi to fly before they 
gained their camp. Hieronymus lays the Romans 
loft fix thoufand men in the a&ion, and Fyiihus, ac> 
cording to the account in his own Commentaries, loft 
^ee t^ufand five huhdred. Neverchele&, !Kany-> 
fius does TitA tell us, tliat there vere two battles at 
Afculum, nor tfaat it was clear that the Romans were 
defeated ; but that the zQka lafled till fun-fet, and 
then ^e combatants parted unwitlingiy, Fyrrhua 
being wounded in the arm with a javelin, ' and the 
Sunnites baring plundered hi& baggage ; and. that . 
the number of the flain, cmmttng the lois on both 
fides, amounted to above fi(teea thoufand men. 
When they bad all quitted the field, and Pyrrhu^ 
was congratulated on the victory, he fud, " Such 
*' another vidory, and we are undoac." For he had 
loft great part ta the forces wluch be biougltt vit^ 
(urn, fuid all hk frien<b and officeta, except a very 
final} number. He iiad no others to fend for, to fup< 
ply their place, and he found his eonfedesrates here 
very col^ and liuritlels. Whereas the Romans filled 
up their legions with ealJE and difpatch, from an io* 
«xhauiUbIe fountain which they had at home; aad 

thdr 
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their dtfeatK were fo for from difcouragiriff them, 
that indignation gave them frelh ftrength and ardour 
for the 'war. 

Amidit thefe difficulties, new hopes, as vain as 
the former, offered themfelves to Pyrrhus, and en- 
lerprifes which diftrafted him in the choice. On one 
fide, ambafiadors came from Sicily, who propofed to 
put Syracufe, Agrigentpra, and the city of the Leon- 
tines in his hands, and defired him to drive the Car- 
thaginians out of the ifland, and free it from tyrants : 
and on the other fide, news was brought him from 
Greece, that Ptolemy Ceraunus was flain in battle by 
the Qauls, and that this would be a feafonable junC'- 
tm-e for him to offer himfelf to the Macedonians who 
wanted a kipg *. On this occafion he complained 
greatly of fortune, for offering him trfo fuch glcK 
rious opportunities of adion at once : and, aiHifted 
to think that in embracing one, he muft neceffarily 
give up the otlier, he was a long lime perplexed and 
doubttuLwhich to fix upon. At laft the expedttioa 
to Sicily appearing to him the more important, by 
reafon of its neamefs to Africa, he determined to go 
thither, and immediately difpatched Gneas before 
him, . according to cuftom, to treat with the cities on 
his behalf. He placed, however, 3 ftrong garrifoh 
in Tarentum, notwithftanding the remonitrances of 
the people ; who infiited .that he fhould either fulfil 
the purpofe he came for, by flaying to affift them 
effedually in the Roman war, or, if he would be 
grne, to leave their dty as he found it. But he gave 
them a fevere atifwer, ordered them t<) be quiet anc^ 
wait his time, and fo fet fail. 

When he arrived in Sicily, he fmiad every thing 
di^fed agree^Iy to his hopes. The cities readily 

* Ptfiknw CenitBiu was ilaui three yeais before, during tbc 
confulUe ofvLa^Diu. After him the Macedonians had leveral 
kin^s in (]uick fucceRion. Allf therefore, that the letters could 
imjiort, muft be, thai the Macedonians- would prefer l^rrhus to 
Anugomu, who it prclent ma in poffef^op. 

put 
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pat themfelves. in his hands : and whereT«r force was 
neceffary, nothing at fad made any conilderable re- 
liftance to his arms. But vith thiny thoufand foot, 
two thoufand five hundred horfe, and two hundred 
lail of ihips, he advanced againit: the Carthaginiang, 
drove them before him, and ruined their province. 
£iyx was the ftrongefl city in thofe parts, and the 
beft provided with men for its defence ; yet he re- 
fotvcd to take it by ftorm. As foon as his army was 
in readinefs to give the aflault, he armed himfelf at 
all points ; and, advancing towards the walls, m&de 
a vow to Hercules of games and facrifices in ac- 
knowledgment of the viftory, if in that day's aftion 
he fliould diftinguiftj himfelf before the Greeks in 
Sicily, in a manner that became his great defcent and 
his fortunes. Then he ordered the fignal to be given 
by found of trumpet ; and having driven the-barba- 
nans from the walls with his miffive weapons, he 
planted the ftaling-ladders, and was himfelf the firft 
that mounted. 

There he was attacked by ■ a crowd of enemies, 
fome of whom he drove back, othei:s he pulhed 
down from the wall on both fides ; but the greateft 
part he flew with his fword, fo that there was quite a 
rampart of dead bodies around him. in the mean 
time he himfelf received not the leaft harm, but ap- 
peared to his enemies in the awful charafter of fome 
fuperior being ; (hewing on this occafion, that Homer 
fpoke with judgment and knowledge, when he re- 
prefented valour as the only virtue which difcovers a 
divine energy, and thofe enthufiaftic tranfports which 
rafe a man above himfelf. When the city was taken, 
he oflFered a magnificent facrifice to Hercules, and 
exhibited a variety of fliows and games. 

Of all the barbarians, thofe about Meffena, who 
were called Mamertines, gave the Greeks the raofl: 
trouble, and had fubjefted many of them to tribute. 
They were a numerous and warlike people, and 
thence had ^e appellation of Mamertines, which 
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m the Latin ton^e figtijiies martial. But Pynlm 
idzed the colleftors of the tribute, and put them to 
ileath ; and having defeated the Mamertines in a fet 
battle, he deftroyed many of their flrong holds. 

the Carthaginians were now inclined to peace, 
«bd offered hhn both money and ^pe, on condititMi- 
Yhat he granted them his friendfhip. But, having 
■feither prolpeSs, 4ie made anfwer, that there liTW 
•only one way to peace and friendftup, which was, for 
'^e CftTthaginiane to evacuate Sicily, and make the 
Lybian fea the boundary between them and the 
■dreeka. Elatedwith profperhyand his pTefent ftrength, 
he -Aought df nortiing b»t parfumg the hc^iee-which 
fe-ft ■drew him iftto Sicily. 

Ifis firft dbjeft now was Airica. He had veffeb 
■enough for his purpose, hot he wanted mariners. 
And in the colle^iqg of them he was far from pro- 
ceedmg with lenity and moderation: on the contrary, 
-he carried it to ^ ckies with a higli hand and witli 
great rigour, feconding his orders for a fupply with 
force, and feverely chaftifmg thofe who difobeyed 
them. This was not the conduft which he had ob- 
Terved at firft ; for then he was gracious ajid affable 
to an extreme, placed an entire confidence m the 
people, and avoided giving them the lead nneafinefs. 
By thefe means he had gained their hearts. But -new 
taming from a popular prince into a tyrant, his au- 
fterity drew upon him tlie imputation both of ingra- 
titude and perfidioufndfs. NeceiEty, however, obliged 
ihem to fumifti 'him with what he demanded, thou^ 
they were little difpofed to it. But what rfiiefly alien- 
ated their afieiSions, was his behaviour to ITioawi 
and Softratus, two perfons of the greatcd authority 
in Syracufe. Thefe were the men who firft invited 
him into Scily, who upon his arrival immediately 
put thdr city in his hands, and who had been the 
principetl inftruments of the great things he had 
done in the ifland. Yet "his fufpicions would nei- 
ther let him tiie them with him, -nor leave -them 

behind 
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%MdA him. SoAratus toc^ the alarm and fled. 
Whereupon Thonon was feitzed by Pyrrhus, viho al- 
leged that be was an accomplice with Soilratus, and 
^t him to death. Then his afiiiirs ran to ruin, not 
gradually and by Uttle and little, but all at aace. 
And the violent hatred which the cities conceired for 
lum, led feme of them to join the Carthaginians, and 
ethers the Mam^tinee. A^ile he thus law noditng 
around him but cabals, feditions, and infurredions, 
he received letters from the Samnites and Tarentinea, 
who being quite drivoi out of the field, and vidi 
difficulty defending themfelves within their walls, 
begged his afliflance. This afforded a handfome pre- 
ttace for his depsoture, without its bdng called a 
Sight and an abfolute giving up his affairs in Sicily. 
But the truth was, that no longer being able to bold 
theilland, he quitted it, like a Ihattered (hip, and 
threw himfelf again into Italy. It is retorted, that, 
as he failed away, he looked back upon the ifle, and 
bid to thofe about him, " What a held we leave the 
" Carthaginians and Romans to exercife their arms 
" in !" and his conjeOure was foon after verified. ' 
The barbarians rofe againH: him as he fet fail ; and 
bong attacked by the Carthaginians on his paffa^, 
be loft many of his Ihips : with the remainder he 
gained the Italian fhore. 'j he Mamertines, to the num- 
het of ten thoufond, had got thither before him ; 
and, though they were afraid to come to a pitched 
battle, yet they attacked and haraffed him in the 
difficult pafles, and put his whole army in diforder. 
He loft two elephants, and a confiderable part of 
his rear was cut in pieces. But he immediately 
pufliod from the van to their aHiftaace. and rifqued 
his perfon in the boldeft manner, againft men trained 
by. long praflice to war, who fought with a fpirit of 
refentment. In this difpute he received a wound 
in the head, which forced him to retire a little out of 
the battle, and animated the enemy fUll more. One 
of them, therefore, who was diftinguilhed both by 
i.' ' - his 
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his fize and arms, advanced before the litiett ftft4 
with a loud voice called upon him to come fordi if 
he was alive. Pyrrhus, incenfed at this, returned 
with his guards, and, with a vlfage fo fierce with 
anger, and fo befmeared with blood, that it was 
dreadful to look upon, made his way through his 
battalions, notwithftandiog their remonltiances* 
Thus rulhing upon the barbarian, he prevented his 
blow, - and gave him fuch a ftroke on the head with 
his fword, that, with the ftrength of his arm« 
and the excellent temper of the weapon, he cleaved 
him quite down, and in one moment the parts fell 
jfunder. This achievement flopped the courfe of 
the barbarians, who were ftruck with admiration 
and amazement at Pyrrhus, as at a fuperior being'. 
He made the rell of his march, therefore, without 
dillurbance, and arrived at Tarentum with twenty 
thoufand foot and three thoufand horfe. Then taking 
with him the belt troops that he found there, he ad- 
vanced immediately againll; the Romans, who were 
, encamped in the country of the Samnites. 

The affairs of the Samnites were run to ruin, and 
their fpirits funk, becaufe they had been beaten in 
feveral battles by the Romans. There remained alfo 
in their hearts f'ome refentment againft Pyrrhus on 
account of his leaving them, to go to Sicily, fo that 
few of them repaired to his ftandard. The forces 
that he had, he divided into two bodies, one of 
which he detached into Lucania, to keep one of the 
confuls* employed, and hinder him from affifUng his 
colleague : with the other corps he marched in po'fon 
againft the other conful Manius Curius, who lay 
lafely entrenched near the city of Beneventum, and 
declined fighting, as well in expectation of the fuc- 
cours from Lucania, as on account of his being de- 
terred from adion by the augurs and foothfayera. 

* Aulii] Cornelius Ijcntuluf, 

Pyirhm 
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PjTcrhus haftening ui attack faith before he could 
|e j<^ed by his colleagae, took the choicest o£ his 
troops and the moQ.- warlike of bis elephants, and 
pulhed forward in the night to furprife his camp. 
But as he had a long circuit to take, and the roads 
w^re entangled with trees and buflies, his lights failed, 
and pumbcrs of his .men loft their way. Thus the 
night efcaped. At day-break he was difcovered 
byth6 enemy defcending from the heists, which 
caufed no fmall diforder in their camp. Manius, 
faowevet", finding the facrifices aufpicious, aiid the 
time pref&ng, iuued out of his trenches, attacked 
the vanguard of the enemy, and put them tb 4ight> 
This fpiead a confternation through their whole army, 
fo that imsny of them were killed, and fome of the 
elephjipts taken. On the other hand, the fuccefs led' 
M^us ' to try a pitched battle. Engaging, there- 
fofei in , the open field, one of his wings defeated 
that of the enemy's ; but the other was borne down 
by the elephants, and driven back to the trenches. 
In this exigency, he called for thofe troops that were 
left to guard the camp, who were all freOi men and 
wejl-arrtied. iTiefe, as they defcended from their 
advantageous fituation, pierced the elephants with 
their javelins, and forced them to turn their backs ; 
and thofe creatures rufliing upon their own battalions, 
threw them into the greateft confiifion and diforder. 
This put the viftory in the hands of the Romans, 
and empire together with the viftory. For, by the , 
coiiTage exerted, and the great aftions performed this 
day, they acquired a loftmefs of fentiment, an en- 
largement of power, with the reputation of b^g 
invincit}]e, which foon gained tliem all Italy, and 
Sicily a little after. 

■ Thus Pyrrhus fell from his hopes of Italy and 
Sicily, after he had wafted fix years in thefe expedi' 
tions. It is true, he was not fuccefsful ; but amidH: - 
all his. defeats he preferved his courage unconquer- 
able, and was reputed to^ excel, in military experi- 
Voi., Iir. H cnce 



b, Google 



98 PLUTARCH'S OVES. 

ence uul |]Bi4eial provsfs, alt the praiecs of Iiis 
time. Buiwhat ke guned by bis a^ievements, ht 
loft hy vain hopa ; hn defire of fomething abfent, 
noTH fuflered him effeftvaily to perferere in a pre- 
fent puffUit. Hence it was that Antigonus compared 
him to a gamcAo', who makes many good throws af 
dke, but knovs not haw to make the bcft of hi»' 
game. 

jfe retur&tti to Epirus with eight thoufand foot 
afid five h^B^d horfe; but not having funds to 
Bxdntain them, hs fought for a war which might au- 
Oaa that end. And bung jcxned by a body <^ 
Oantft, ' ho threw himfeU' iqto Macedonia, where As* 
Vgonas the fon of Demetrius reigned u that time. 
His design was only to pillage and- carry off booty ; 
but haviitg taken many cities, and drawn over two 
Aos£md of Antigonus'i men, he enlarged his views, 
and marched agam the king. Coming vp with falni 
in a D31TOW pah, he put his whole army m difbrder. 
The Qanls, howevo-, who compofed Antigonut's 
rear, being a numerous body, made a gallant refift- 
aoce. 'The difpute was fliarp, Iwt at laft mdl c^ 
dum. were cat in pieces ; and they who had the 
chavge of the elephants, being furrounded, d^vered 
up both themficlves and the beails. After fo great 
an adrantage, Pyrrhut, following bis fbrt&ne rather 
thaa any rational plan, pu(hed againft the Macedo- 
nian phalanx, now ftruck with terror and confofion 
at their lofs. And perceiving that they refufed to «»- 
gage with him, be ftretcbed out his hand to their 
coninaiuJers and other ofBcers, at the fame time 
eaUing them all by their names ; by which means be' 
drew ever the ettemy'6 iti^tfy. Andgonus, there* 
fore, was forced to 0y : he perfuaded, hdwevo*, 
Ibme of the maritime towns to remain under his go- 
venuneat. 

Araidft fo many inflances of fuccefs, PyrrhBS, 
coacluding that bis exploit againft the Gaols was hi ■ 
the meft glorious^ co^ecntted the.moft fpiendid and 
vahiable 
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lAkubie ef the ^idh in die temple ol' Minerra Itofti^ 
with ttn infciijtdcna 

llieft fycah that Pyrthus on the mardal plain 
SoMdi'd from the vanquiih'd Gaol, Itoman Palla^> 
He confieentn to thee— If from his throne 
AntigMnM 4eietesd fied, and rein 
Fux&cd the fverd of Pyrrhus — '6s so ironder— 
. From .£m:us he fpnii]|[> 

AfisT the banle^ he foon recovered the cities. When 
. be had made Idmrdf mailer of ^gic, tmong other 
kordlhipi ^»t upon the mhabirants, he left among 
them ft garrifon draughted from thofe Gauls who 
fened Vader turn. The Gauls of all men. are the 
moft covetous of money ; -And they were no foooer 
ptft in tM»d«ffion of the town,' than they twoke vpvti 
tht tombfi of the kmgE who were buried there, pluo^ 
iaed the treafures, alid iofolently fcattered their 
btaws. Pyrrhus |>aSed the matter very fiightly over j 
whether it was tfau the affairs he had upcin \ds hAnds^ 
obliged iaia to put oS the enquiry, or whether he 
was afraid of the Gauls, and did not dare to pumfli 
^MB. The ccAnivance, however, was much ceofurcd 
by the Macedonians. 

His intereft was not well ef^btilhed among them» 
DOT had he any good prcrfpeft ■'of its fecurity, when 
be began to entertain new vifionary hopes : and in 
ridu:ule of Antigonus, he faid, " He wondered at 
** hie impudence, in not laying a&le the purple, and 
" taking the: ha^ of a private perfon." 

About this diue, Cleonymus^ theSpartan, csmt td 
entreat him that he weaJd march to Lacedsemoili 
and he loit a wiUing ear to his requeft CkonyiBiQ 
was of the blood royal ; but as he feemed to be of a 
violent temper, and inclined to arbitrary powet*, he 
was neither loved nor trufted by the Spartans, and 
Aieus was appointed to the throne. 'Htis was ait 
old complaint which he had agunft the cidzens in 
H '2 general. 

' ■ ' "L:,.i,-z__iv,CoOg[c 



loo PLUTARCITs. LIVES. 

general.- - Btit to this we mult add, ttiat wbeit ad-> 
vanced in years he had married a young woman of 
great beauty, named Chelidonis, who was of the 
royal femily, and daughter, to Leotychide*. Che- 
lidonis entertaining a violent palSon for Acrotatus 
the Xon of Areus, who was both young, and hand- 
fome, rendered the maKh not only raicafy but dif- 
gracefulto Cleonymus who was miferably in love : 
for there was not a man in Sparta who did rtftt' know 
how much he was defpifed by his wife. Thefe do- 
rneftic misfortunes, added to his public ones, pro- 
voked him to apply to Pyrrhus, who marched- to 
Sparta with twenty-five thoufand foot, two ihoiifand 
horfe, and twenty-four elephants. Thefe great pre- 
parations made it evident it one view, that Pyrrhua 
did not come to gain Sparta for Cleonymus, but 
P^Ioponnefus for himfelf. He made, indeed, very 
(liferent profelTions to the Lacedaemonians, v/ho 
fent an embqffy to him at Megalopolis : for he tdld 
them that he was only come to fct free the dties 
"which were in fobjeftion to Antigonus; and, what 
is nibre extraordinary, that he fully intended, if no- 
thing happened to hinder it, to fend his younger fons 
to Sparta, for a Lacedscmoniaii education, that they 
might in this refpeft have the advantage of all^other 
kings and princes. 

With thefe pretences he amufed thofe that came to 
meet him on his march ; but as foon as he fet foor 
in Laconia, he began to plunder and ravage it. And 
upcHi the ambafladors reprefenting that he commenced 
hoftiiities without a previous declaration of war, he 
faid, '* And do we not know that you Spartans never 
** declare beforehand what mcafures you are going- 
** to take?" to which a Spartan, named Mandricidas, 
who was in company, made ■ anfwer in this laconic 
diflleS, ** If thou art a god, thou wilt do us no 
*.' harm, becaufe we have done thee none ; if thou' 
^* art a man, perhaps we may find a better man than 
"thee/* „ 

ff^)^ In 



PTRRHUS. 101 

la the mean time he moved towards Laccdajmon, 
and was adviled by Cleonymus to give the afTautt 
immediately upon his arrival. But Pyrrhus, as we 
are told, fearing that his foldiers would plunder the 
city if they toot it by night, put him off, and faid, 
they would proceed to the alTauIt the next day. For 
he knew there were but few men within the city, and 
diofe unprepared, by reafon of his fudden approach ; 
and that Areus the king was abfent, being gone 
to Crete to fuccour the Gortynians. I'he- contempti- 
ble idea which Pyrrhus conceived of its weaknd'S 
and want of men, was the principal thing that faved 
the city* For fuppofing that he ihould not find the 
feaft rdiftarice, he ordered his tents to be pitched, and 
fat qmetly down ; while the Helots and iriendg of 
Cleonymus bufied themfelves in adorning and prepar- 
ing' his houfe, in expeftation that Pyrrhus would 
fup with him there that evening. 

Night being come, the Lacedasmonians refolved," 
in the firft place, to fend off their women to Crete, 
but they ilrongly oppofed it : and Archidamia enter- 
ing the fenate with a fword in her hand, complained 
of the mean opinion they entertained of the women, 
if they imagined they would furvrve the dedrnftiort 
of Sparta. In the next place they determined to 
draw a troich parallel to the enemy's camp, and *t 
each end of it to fink waggons into the ground as 
deep as the naves of the wheels, that fo being firmly 
fixed, they might flop the courfe of the elephant. 
As foon ^E the work- was begun, both matrons and 
m^ds came and joined them j the former with their 
robes tucked up, and the latter in their under-gar- , 
ments only,' to- affiil the older fort of men. They , 
advifed thofc that were intended for the fight, to 
repde themfelves, and -in the mean time the^ under- 
took to finiih a third pairt of the trench, which they 
effeSed before momisg: This trettch was in breadth 
fix cubits, in depth four, and dght bundred feet long, 
eccording to Phylarchus. Hieroflymus makes it left. 
H3 .At 
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M dzy-Xaetk the enemy was ia lootioai whereupon 
the women anned the youth with their own hutds» 
as4 gave them the trench in chaxge, exhortlRg them 
to ruud it well, and rqprefentingi " how deUgbtful 
** It would be to conquer in the view of their coon- 
** try, or how gka-ious to expire in the arms of " 
*' thdr mothers and their wives, when they had met 
*^ their deaths as becaAi^ Spart^^<" Jis for Cbeli- 
d(»us> file retired iiuo hex own apartment with ^ rope 
about her neck, determined to end her 4ays by it» 
rather than &11 into the huids of Cleanymus, if the 
QOy wens taken. 

Pyrrhus now preSed forward with his infantry 
■ agaiml the Spartans, who waited for him nndar a 
vampart «^ fhields. But, befit^' th^ the ditcK was 
fcarce paffable, be found that there was ^o 6xm 
footing on the fides of it for hi& fokliers, becaiifia; of 
the loofenefs of the fre& earth. Hi^ fan I*t(^aBT 
fedng this, fetched a compafs about the treaueh, with 
two thoufand Gauls and a fek6: body of ChaoDian«^ 
and endeavoured to open a paflagc on the quar- 
ter of the waggons. But thefe were lb deep fixed 
and clofe locked, that they not only obftnu^ed ^«ir 
p^tTage, but made it difficult for. the Spaitwis to 
Gpme up:and make a clofe defence> The Qauis were 
now beginning to drag out the wheels and draw the 
waggons into the river, when young Acrotatus pei> 
ceiving the danger, traverfed the. city with three hjm- 
dred men, and by the advantage of fome- hollow 
ways furrounded Ptolemy, not being ieen till he be- 
gan the attack upon .his rear.. Ptol^ny was now 
forced to hce about, wd Hand- upon the defei^ive- 
In the confufion many of his foldier« 'running, foul 
upon each oth^, either tumbled- into the:dftch,, or 
ful under the waggons. At laft, ^er a Ipng dif- 
pute and great effufion qf bl^od, (Hey were qnti«ly 
nouted The <jld men and th* w<Qn»^ faw this en- 
ploit of Acr«tatius : <ui4 u he, returjted through ^ 
city to his.poft,. cflv^vd with blAodi bold, md>^^ 

with 
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vkh his victory, he ippeared to the Sputaa mnnen 
taller and more graceful than ever, and they could 
not help envyicr Chelidonis fuch a lover. Nay, fome 
of the old men rollowed and cried out, " Go, Aero- 
** tatus, and enjoy Chelidonis: and may your off- 
« fpring be worthy of Sparta !" 

The difpute was more obftioate where PyrrhaJ 
fought in perfon. Many of the Spartans diftinguilhed 
^emfelves in the adion, and, among the reft, Phyl* 
has made a glorious Hand. He flew numbers ihat 
mdeavoured to force a pallage> and when he found 
himfeif. ready to faint with the many wounds be had 
received, he gave up his poft to one of the officers 
that was near- him, and retired to die in the midft of; 
bis own party, that the enemy might not get hi« 
body in their power. 

N^ht parted the combatants i and Pyrrhus, 2s ht 
lay in hu tent, bad this dreun : he thought * he 
darted ligbtning upop lacethunon, nrhich £et eU 
the city on lire, and that thb light filled hint with joy. 
The tranfport awaking him, he ordered his officers 
to put their men under arms 1 and to fome of his 
fiicnds he related his vifion, from which he aflured 
faimfelf that he ihould take the city by ftorm. The 
thing was received with admiration and a general if- 
lent; but.it did not pleale Lyfimachus^ He faid* 
that, as no foot is to tread on places that are ftruck 
by lightning, fo the deity by this might prefigniiy to 
IVrrhus, that the city ftould , remain inacceillible to 
him. Pyrrhus anfwered, " Thefe vifions may fenre 
^* as amufements for the vulgar, but there is not any 
** thing in the wco-Id more uncertain and obfcure^ 

• Some, inftead of atrft- read «it®- j anil then the EngliOi will 
niD thus, He thoagkt that an eagle dartrd liglita'mg, kc. But if 
th^ leading be prc&rrcd, bccanfc the e^gle btne Jupiter'i thunder, 
and Pyrrhus had the name of Engle, it ought to take pl»ce in the 
lali member of the fentence too, and that fliuuld be rendered, lie 
ftfgle Ttjmctd at thejight. 

H 4 " While 
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*• While, tberi, you have your we^nsin ycfiir Hands, 
*' remember, my friends. 

The bcft of omens is the caufc of Pyrrhua •-" 
So faying, he arofe, and, as foon as it was light, re- 
newed the attack. The Lacedfemonians flood upoii 
their defence with an alacrity and fpirit above their 
ftrength : and the women attended, fiipplying them 
with arms, giving bread and drink to fuch as wanteS; 
'itj and taking care of the wounded.' The Macedo-t 
nians then attempted to fill up the ditch, bringing' 
great quantities of materials,^ and throwing them! 
Bpon the arms and bodies of the dead. The Lace- 
daemonians, on their part, redoubled their efforts' 
agcdnft them. But all-on a fudden Pyrrhus appeared' 
©n-their (ide of the trench, where the waggons had 
been- planted to ftop the paffage-, advancing at full' 
fpeed- towards the city. The foldiers who had the 
charge of that poll cried out, and the women fled 
with loud ftirieks and wailing*. In the mean time 
Pyrrhus was pufhing on, and overthrowing all that 
oppofed him. But his hbrfe received a wound in 
the belly from a Cretan arrow, ran away, and plung- 
ing in- the pains of death, threw him upon fteep 
and flippery ground. As his friends prefFed towards 
him in great confufion, the Spartans came boldly 
up, and, making good ufe of their arrows, drove 
them all back. Hereupon Pyrrhus put an entire ftop. 
to the aftion, thinking the Spartans would abate of 
thdr vigour, now they were almoJt all wounded, and. 
fuch great numbers killed. But the fortune of Sparta, 
whether ftife was fatlstied with the trial (he had of the 
-unafiifted valour of her fons, or whether Ihe was wil- 
ling to Ihew her power to retrieve the moft defperate 
circumftancesj juft as. the hopes of the Spartans 
were beginning to expire, brought to their relief 
from Corinth, Aminius thePhocean, one of Andgo- 
nus's officers, with an army of ftrangers ; and they 

• Parody of a line in Heflor's fpecch, II. xii. 

had 
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bad no fooner entered the town, but Areus thdr 
king arrived from Crete with two thoufahd men 
more. The women now retired immediatEly to their 
houfes, thinking it needles to ccncern taemfielTes 
any farther in the war : the old men too, who, npt-T 
withftanding their age, had beoa forced to bear 
urns, were difmilTed, and- tt)e new %>plie8 put in 
their place. 

Thefe two reinforcemenls to Sparta ferved only 
to animate the courage of PyrrhaSj and make .him 
more ambitious to take the town. Finding, how- 
ever, that he could eSeik nothing, ^ei a £rias o£ 
to0es and ill fuccefg he quitted the fieg^, and Iwgaa- 
to coll&ft booty from the country, intending to pais 
the winter there. But fate is unavoidable. There 
h^ipened at that time a Aroag conteocion at Aigra, 
between the parties of Arifteas and Ajiftippus ; and 
as Ariftippug appeared to have a coime^icHi until 
Antigonus, ' Arifteas, to prevent him, called ia Pyr-- 
rhus. Pyrrhas, who& hc^s grew as fait as they were - 
cut off*, who, if he met with iuecefs, only conQdexed 
it as a ftep to greater things^ and if with di£ippaiiu- 
ment, endeavoured to compenfate it, by fome new- 
advantage, would neither let his ' vidories nor Ic^a 
put a penod to. his diilurbing both the world and*: . 
himfelf. He began "his inarch, therefore, immedi- 
ately for Afgos. Areus, by frequent arnhnfiiea, amj' 
by pojfelling lumfeif of the difficult pailes, cut off 
muiy. of the Gauls and MoloiHaiis who brought up 
his rear. In thcfacrifice which -Pyrrhus had offered, 
the liver was found without a head, and the diviner 
had thence'forewamed him, that he was in danger, 
of lofmg fome perfon that was dear to him. Bui iii 
the hurry and (iforder of this unexpefted attack, he. 
forgot the menace from the vidim, and ordered Jiia. 
fon Ptolemy, with fome of his guards, to the aiTdt* 
ance of the rear, whilft he himself pulhed on, and- 
difengaged his main body irom thofe dangerous paS- 
£tges. In the mean time Ptolemy met wiUi a very 

warm 
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warm reception ; for he was oigaged by a iele£t 
party of Lacedaemoniani, under the command of 
Evakus. In the heat of a&ion, a Cretan of Aptera,' 
jnanied Orcdus, a man of remarkable ftrengtb and 
fwifmeia, came up with the young prince, as he was 
fitting with great gallantry^ and with a blow on 
the fide lud him dead upon ihe fpot. As foon as he 
fell, his party turned their backs and ded. The I^a* 
cedscmonians purfued them, and in the ardour, of 
victory, infenfibly advancing into the open plain, got 
at a great diHance from their infantry. Fyrrbus, 
who by tbit time had heard of the death of his fon, 
9nA was greatly afilided at it, drew outhis Mok>inan 
h(»:fe, and charging at the bead of them,, fatiated 
faimfelf with the blood of the Lacedaemonians. He 
always indeed appeared great and invincible in srmim 
but now, in point of courage and force, he outoitl 
^ his former exploits. Having found out Evalcus, 
he fpurred his horfe againll him ; but Evalcus im 
dining a little on one fide, aimed a ftroke at him 
which had like tp have cut off his bridle hand. It 
happened, however, <mly to cut the reins, , and Pyr* 
rhus feizing the favourable moment, ran him through 
with his fpear. Then fpringing ^om his horfe, he 
fought on foot, and made a terrible havock of thofe 
brave LacedEcmonians who endeavoured to prote& 
the body of Evalcus. The great lofi which Sparta 
fuffered was now owing purely to the itl'timed am-^ 
bhion of her leadoTE ; for the-war was at an end.be« 
fare the engagement. 

Fyrrhus having thus iacrificed to the mattes of 
his. £00, and celebrated a kind d* funeral games for 
himv found that he had vented miurh of his grief in 
the fury of fhe combal:, and marched more compofed 
to AxgOE. Finding that Antigonus kept the high 
grounds adjoining to the. plain, he encan^>ed near 
the town of Nauplia^ Next day ^he lent a herald to. 
Antigonus, with a challenge, in abnfiTe terms, tOi 
crane down into the field, aad fight withiuDl foj the 
kingdom. 
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fcingdom. Antlgonus fud, *' Time is tlie vca>- 
** poBthitl ufe, as much as thefwordj and if P^^ 
** rhus is weary of his Ufe, there aue many ways to 
** end it." To both the kings there came amba^doTs 
from Aigos, intreating them to retite, and fo prevent 
that city from being fubje&ed to either, which had a 
fnendftsp fc»- them both. Antigonus agreed to t}ie. 
overture, and &nt his fon to the Argives as an hoA? 
age. Pyrrhut at the fame time promifed to retire 
but Jending no hoftage he was much ftifpe^d. 

Amidil tfaefe tranfa£tions, Pyrrhus was alatqied 
wth a great and tremendous prodigy. For the headc 
of the iacrifice-oxen, when fevered from the bodies^ 
vere feeu to thruil out their teoigues, and lidc up their 
. cnm gore. And in Argos the i»-tefte& of ApoUo 
Lyceos ran dxiut the ftreets, crying out that ihe faw 
the city full of dead caicales and blood, and an eagle 
joimng in the fight, and then immediate^ vaivihing. 

hi the dead of night Pyrrhus approached the waUs« 
tnd finding the gate caUed Diamperes evened to him 
byAriAeas, he was not difcovcred till his Gauls hai 
CQterad and feized the market-place. But the gate 
Dot being high encAigh to receive the elejdiantt, they 
were forced to take 9S' thdr towers ; and having aiw 
terwards to put them on again in the dark, it <t>u]ji 
not be done without noife and tofs of time, by wluch 
means they were difcovered. The Argives ran into tbs. 
citadel called Afpis *, and other places of defencci 

* "Hiere was an annual feaft at Argoa, in honour of Juno, caUtA 
Hfa* JitHonia, and atfo Utalombia, fVom the Hecatomb of oxeq 
then offered. Among other games, this prize was propofed for 
the youth. In a place of eonfiderablc ftrcngth abore Ihe theatre, 
a. brazen budiler. vnt naikd to the wall, and they were to try their 
Arength in plwckingit off. The viflor was crowned with a myrtla 
garland, and bad the buckler [in Greek A/pis'] for hlspaioa. Hence 
tbe name (Jf th* fort. Not only the youth of Argos, but ftrangeta 
wereadBiittedtn^e-Gonteftj as appears from Kndar. Forlpwifc^ 
ing of Diagoras of Rhodes, he fays, 

lie Arpot BtKklerhtao him. Olymp. Ode 7. 

and" . 
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and fent to call in Antigonus- But he only ad-" 
vanced towards the walls, to watch his opporttinity 
for aftion, and contented himfelf with fending in^ 
fome of his principal officers and his fon with cc«)fi>' 
derable fuccours. 

At the fame time Areus arrived in the town with a 
thousand Cretans and the moft active of im Spar- 
fans. All thefe troops being joined, fell at once 
upon the Gairis and put them in great diforder.' 
Pyrrhus entered at a place called Cylarabis * with> 
great noife and loud ffiouts, which were echoed 
by the Gauls ; , but he thought their fhouts were 
neither full nor bold, but rather expreflive of 
terror and .diftrefs. He therefore advanced in great 
hafte, pufliing forward his cavalry, though they 
marched in danger, by reafon of the drains and fewers. 
of which the city was full. Befides, in this no&ur- 
nal war, it was impoffible either to fee what was 
done, or to hear the orders that were given. The 
fgldiers were fcattered about, and loft their way 
among the narrow ftreets j nor could the officers 
raUy them in that darknefs, amidft fuch a variety 
of noifes, and in fuch ftrait palfages ; fo that both 
iides continued without doing any thing, and waited ' 
for dayvlight. 

■ At the firft dawn, Pyrrhus was concerned to fee 
the Afpis full of armed men ; but his concern was" 
changed into conflernation, when among the: many 
figures in the market-place he beheld a wolf and a 
bull in brafs rcpfefented in ad to fight. For he re- 
codeSed an old oracle which had foretold, •* That 
** it was his deftiny to die when he Ihould fee a wolf 
** encountering a bull." TheArgives fay, thcfe fi- 
gures were eredted in memory of an Occident which 
happened among them long before. Theytell us, 
that when Danaus firft entered thdr country, iS, he 

* Cylarabb was a place of CJwrcife near one of the g;ates of 
Argos. ■;!■'■' ■ >.■■-.■; .■ , -■ -■ . 

^ pafled 
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faffed through the diftriaofThyreatis, by the,wiy 
oF Pyramla which leads to Argos, he faw a wou 
fightkig with a bull. Danaus imagined that the wolf 
reprefented him, for bemg a ftranger he came to at- 
tack the natives, as the wolf did the bull. He there- 
fore llayed to fee the ifliie of the tight, and the wolf 
pro\Tng vi^orious, he offered his devotions to Apollo 
Lyceus, and then affauhed and took the town ; Ge- 
lanor, -who was then king, being depofed by a fao 
tion. Such is the hillory of thofe figures. 

Pyrrhus, quite difpirited at the fight, and percdv- 
ing at the fame time that nothing fucceeded accord- 
ing to his hopes, thought it beil to retreat. Feahng 
that the gates were too narrow, he fent orders to his 
fon Helenus, who was left with the main body with- 
out the town, to demoUlh part of the wall,, and aJlilt 
the retreat, if the enemy tried to ohftru^ it. Bwt 
the perfon whom he fent, miHaking the order in the 
hurry and tumult, and delivering it quite in a contra* 
ry fenfe, the young prince entered the gates with the 
reft of the elephants and the beft of his troops, and 
marched to affift' his father. Pyrrhus was now retir- 
ing; and while -the market-place afforded room both 
to retreat and fight, he often ^ed about and re< 
pulfed the aifailants. But when irom that broad 
place he came to crowd into the narrow ftreet lead- 
ing to the gate, he fell in with thofe who were ad- 
vancing to his afliftance. It was in vain to call out 
to them to fall back ; there were but few that could 
hear him ; and fuch as did hear, and were molt <Uf- 
pofed to obey his orders, were pufhed back by thofe 
who came pouring in behind. Befides, the largeft 
of the elephants was fallen in the gate-way on his fide, 
and lying there and braying in a horrible manner, 
he fto.pped thofe who would have got out. And 
among the elephants already in the town, one named 
Nicon, ftriving to take up his mailer who was fallen 
off wounded, ruflied againft the party that was re- 
treating J and overturned both friends and enemies 
promlfcuoufly, 
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wonu£nioQfly, tilt he found the body. Then he took 
it up with his trunk» and carrying it on his two tneth^ ^ 
Ktumed in great fury, and trod down ali before hub 
When they were thus preffed and crowded togeth^^ 
not a man could do any thing fingly, but the whole 
multitude, like one clofe compaded body, rolled this 
way and that all together. They exchangisd but few 
blows with the enemy either in- front or rear, and the 
greateft harm they did was to themfelves. For if any 
man drew his fword or levelled his pike, he could no* 
recover the one or put up the other ; the next per- 
Ion, therefore, whoever he happened to be, was ne- 
c^aiily wounded, and thus many of them fell by th« 
hands of each other. 

Pyrrhus feeing the tempeft rolling about him, took 
«Cthe plume with which his helmet was diftinguilhed, 
and gave it to one of liis friends. Then trufting to 
the goodnefe of his horfe, he rode m amongd the aie> 
my who Were haraJTmg his rear ; and it happened that 
' he was woimded through the brealt plate with a jave* 
fin. The wound was rather flight than dangerout^ 
but he turned againii the man that gave it, who was 
an Argive of no note, the fon of a poor old woman. 
Thit woman, among others, looking upon the iight, 
from the roof of a houfe, beheld her fon thus en- 
gaged. Seized with terror at the fight, fhe took up 
a targe tile with both hands, and threw it at Pyrrhus. 
The tile fell upon hk Head, and, notwithftanding his 
fadmet, cniflied the lower vertebr(e of his neck. 
Darkncfs in a moment covered his eyes, his hands 
let go the reins, and he fell from his horfe, by the 
tomb of Licymnjus*. The crowd that was about 

him, . 

* There U Cjmelhing ftrikingly contemptible in the fate of this 
ferocious" warrior. — What refledtions may it not afFord to thofe ■ 
fcourgea of mankind, who to extend their power and gratify their 
^ide, tear out the vitals of human fociety ! — flow vnfortunMe that 
they, do not recolleA tbeir own peifonal imignificance, andconlider, 
while they are diAutbiilg the peace of the earth, that th^ are beings 
whom an old woman may hill witli a Hone !<— It is impo£bie here 
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Uffl, did not know him, but one Zopyrtu, «lto ferr- 
ed under Antigonus, and two or three others coning 
iip» ki»w him, and draped him into a porch that 
was at hand, juft aa he waa beginning to recover irom 
the blow. Zopyrus had drawn his Ulyrian blade to 
cut off his head, when Pyrrhua opened his eyes, and 
g»e him fp fierce a look, that he was ftruck with tec. 
ror. Hi^ hands trembled ; and between his de&re to 
give the ftroke, and the confufion he was in, be nai^ 
«1 his neck, but irounded him in the mouth and 

to Ibrget the obfcure fate of Charlu the Twelfth, or the foUowing 
veries that defcribe it : 

On what foundation ftands &e warrior'i pride, 

Howjufthis bopN, let Swedifti Charles decide ; 

AfranMof aidamant, »foitloffin:. 

No dangeiB &igtit him, and no laboure tire ; 

O'er love, D'arfear extends his wide domain, 

Unconquer'd lord of pleafiire and of pain ; 

No joye to him paci6c feeptrce yield, 

W^ Iguvda the trnrtp, he mfhes to the field. 

Heboid furraundisg kings their power combine. 

And one capitulate, and one rcGgn. 

Peace courts hit hand, bat Ipmda faer charms in vain : 

" Think nothing gain'd,' he cried, " 'tilt nought itmtla, 

" On Molbow's walU 'till Gothic Auidard* fly. 

" And all be mine beneath the polar iky." 

The march begins in miiitaiy Rate, 

And nations on his eyr fofpended wait. 

Stem fenine gnstds the rolitaiy coa&. 

And winter, barricades the realm of fratl ; 

He cornea not want and cold his courfe delay- — — 

Hide, blufliing glory, hide Pultowa's day ! 

The vanqaifli'd hero leaves his broken bands. 

And Ihews his miteries in difiant htnds, 

Condemn'daneedyfuppHcant, Co wait. 

While ladies ioterpofe, and (laves debate. 

Rut did not chance at length her error mend ? 

Did no fubverted empire mark his end ? 

Did rival monarchs give the fatal wound ? 

Or hoftile miilions prcft him to the ground ? 

His fall was dellin'd to a barren Urand, 

A petty fortrefs, and a dubious hand. 

He left the name at which the world grew pale. 

To point a moral, or adorn a tale ! 

JoHHSOtf. 

. chin. 
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dml, ' So that it was a long time before he cot^d Cepst- 
f«e the head from the body. • - 

By- this time the thing was generally known,' and 
Alcyoneus, the fon of Antigonus, came haftily up 
and aflced for the head, as if he wanted only to look 
upon it. But as foon as he had got if, he rode off" 
with it To his father, and caft it at his feet as he vrds 
fitting with hi!s friends. Aiitigonuslooking upon -the 
head, and knowing it, thruft his fon from him : and 
firuck him with his'flafT, calling him an impious and 
larbarous wretch. Then putting his robe before his 
eyes, he wept in remAibrance of the fate of his 
grandfather Antigonus*, and that of his father De- 
metrius, two inllances in his own houfe of tlie muta- 
bility of fortune. As for the head and bodyofPyr- 
rhus, he ordeted them to be laid in magnificent at- 
tire on the funeral pile and burnt. After this, Alcy- ^ 
oneus having met with Helenas in great diilrefs and a 
mean garb, addreffed him in a courteous manner, and 
conduced him to his fether, who thus expreffed him- 
felf on the occafion: " In this, ray fon, you have 
*' z&jtd much better than before j but ftill you are 
" deficient ; for you {hould«tiave taken off that mean 
*' habit, which is a greater difgrace to us who are 
** victorious, than it is to the vanquilhed." 

Then he paid his refpefts to Helenus in a very ob- 
liging manner, and fent him to Epirus with a proper 
equipage. He gave alfo the fame kind reception to 
the friends of Pyrrhus, after he had made himfelf 
■ mafter of his whole camp and army. 

• Antigonus the T'ltd was killed at the battle of Ipfus, and De- 
Bjeirios tbe Firli long kept a prifoner by his fon-in-!aw Seleucus. 
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TE know no third name of Caius Marius, any' 
more than we do of Quin&us Sertbrius who 
held Spaia fo long, or of Lucius Mummius who 
took Corinth. For the furname of Achaictix^ Mun^- 
mius gained by his conqnefl, as Sciplo did that of 
AfrlcanuSi and MetelluS^hat of Macedonicus. Pofi- 
donius avails himfelf chiefly of this argument to cod- 
hite thofe who hold die third to be the Koman pro- 
per-name ; Camillus, for inftance, Marcetlus Cato : 
for in that cafe, thofe who had only two names, 
would have had no proper name at all. But he did 
not conGder that by this reafoning he robbed the 
wotnrai of their names ; for no woman bears the firft, 
?hich Pofidonius fuppofed the proper name among 
the Romans. Of the other names, one was common 
to the whole ibmily, as the Pompeii, Manlii, Cornelii, 
IQ the fame manner as with us, the Hfcraclidse and 
Pelopidse ; and the other was a furname given them 
&9i)i f<w^ing remukable in their dilpofitions, their 
anions, or the form of their bodies, as Maciinus 
Torquatus, Sylla, which are like Mnemon, Grypu^ 
and CalUnicus among the Greeks. But the direrfity 
Vou III. 1 (i 
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of cuftoms in this refpeft, l?aves much room for far- 
ther enquiry •. 

As to the figure of Marius, tpe have fcen at Ra- 
venna in Gaul his ftatue in marble, which perfeflly 
expreffed ail that has been faid of his fternnefs and 
Villerity of behaviour. For being, naturally robuft 
and warlike, and more acquainted with the difcipline 
of the camp than the city, he was fierce and iiitraft- 
able when in authority. It is faid that he neither 
learned to read Greek, nor would make ufe of that 
language on any ferious occafion, thinking it ridicu- 
lous to beftow- time on ■ learning the ■ language of a 
conquered people. And when, after his fccond tri- 
umph, at the dedication of a temple, he e;shibited 

* The Romans had ufually three names, the Fntnotnca, the 
Nimiea, and.lbe Ci^gjiowifn, _ 

' The Prxnomen, as Aulus, Cains, Decimus, was the proper, or 

.diilingiufliing name between )H^)tl]er9, dunng-the time of there- 
public. 

The Nomm was the family name, anfwciing to the Grecian 
patronymics. For, as among the Greeks, the pollerity of ^acus 
were called MiaAm, fo the Julian family had that name from 

.lulul or Afcanius. But there were ievcral other things which gave 
rife to the Nonien, as animals, places, and accidents 3 fur inftance, 
Porcius, Ovilius, &c. 

The Cognomen was originally intended to didtDgnifh the fevera! 
branches of a family. It was allimied from no ceriain caul'e, but 
generaily from fome particular occurrence. It became, howcvcf, 
hereditary, except it happened to be changed for a more honour- 
able appellation, as JUacedonicns, Africanua, But it iliould be 
well remarked, that under the Emperctfs the Cognnmctt was often 
nfed as' a propv name, and brothers were diftinguiftied by it, aa 

' Titus Flai'ius Vcfpafianus, and Titus Flavius Sabin»«. 

As to women, they had anciently their Pra^atne/t as well as the 
men, liich as Caia, Lucia, &c< But afterwards they feldom ufed 

■ any other betides the family name, aa Julia, Tullia, and the like. 
Where there were two fillers in a houfe, the diltinguilhing appel- 
lations were Major snd Minor; if a greater number. Prima, Se- 

' ounda, Teitia, lice, 
■ With refpeft to the men who had only two names, a family 
might be fo mean as not to have gained the Cognomen ; Oi there 
might be lb few of the family, that there was no occafion for it to 

' tUHlnguifh the branches. 

ly - - -ffioWR 
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Diowe to the peoi>le in the Grecian nuaner^ he bare- 
ly entered ttie theatre and lat down, and then rofe 
up and departed immediately. . Therefore, as Plato 
wed to fay to Xenocrates the philofopher, who had 
a morofe and unpolifhed manner, " Good Xenocra* 
" -tes, facrifice to the- Graces ;" fo if any one could 
have perfuaded Marius to pay his court to the Gre* 
dan Mufes and Graces, he had never brought his 
noble achievements, both in war and peace, to fa 
fhocking a conclufion ; he had never been led by. 
unfeafoaable ambition and in&tiable avarice to. 
&Ut upon the rocks of a favage and cruel old-age. 
But this will foon appear irom his a^bns them- 
felves. 

His parents were obfcure and indigent people, 
viho fupported themlelves by labour ; his mher's 
name was the fame with his } his mother was called 
Fult^nia. It was late before he came to Rome, or 
.had any tafte of the refinements of the city. In 
the mean time he lived at Cirneatum *, a .village 
in the territory of Aipinum : and his manner of 
living there was perfeftly ruftic, if compared with 
the elegance of polilhed life ; but, a* the faajc time, 
it was temperate, and much refembled that of the 
ancient Romans. 

He made his firH: campaign againit the Celtibe- 
panst, when Scipio Africanus befieged Numantia. 
Jt did not efcape his general, how far he was above 
the other young foldiers in courage ; nor how eaiily 
he came into the reformation in point of iliet, which 
Scipio introduced into the army, before almoft ruined 



'• A eomiption of Centetunt. Pliny tells n§, the Inhabitants of 
Cernetum were called Mariani, undoubtedly from MaiJus tbeir 
towtifiiun, who had <Uftingiiilhed hunlelf in To exitaordioaiy a 
^nanner. Plin. Lib. iii. c, j. 

t In the third year of the hundred and listy-firft Olympiad, one 
hundred and thirty-three year» before the birth of Chri^., 

, . la by 
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by luixutT and pleafure. It is laid alfo, tfcat he «- 
countered and HUed ah enemy in' die fight of hi» 
general ; who therefore diftingiuflied him wkh many 
marks of honour and re^d, one of which was the 
inviting him to his table. One evefiing the conver- 
fetioli happening to turn upon the great commanders 
then in being, fonie perfon in the company, either 
out of complaifence to Scipio, or becaufe he really 
wanted to be informed, alked, " Where the Roman* 
«' would find fuch anothfcr general when he wa» 
•' gone ;" upon which Bcipio, putting his hand on 
the flioulder of Marius, who fat next him, feid, 
*■ Here, perhaps,** So happy was the genius of both 
thofe great men, that the one, while but a youth* 
gave tokens of his future abilities ; and thi* other, 
from thofe beginnings, could difcover the long feri6i 
of glory which was to follow.' 

This' faying of Scipio*s, we are told, raifed thft 
hopes of Marius, like a divine oracle, and was the 
chief thing that animated him to apply himfelf to 
»Sain of Itate. By the afliftance of Gsecilius Me*, 
tellus, on whofe hpufe he had an hereditary dq)end- 
ence, he was chofen a tribune of the people *. In 
this office he propofed a law for regulating the man- 
ner of voting, which tended to lenen the authority 
of the Patricians in matters of judicature. Cotta 
the conful, therefore, perfuaded the fenate to reject' 
it, and to cite Marius to give account of his coBda€t. 
Such a decree being made, Marius, when he entet-ed 
the fenate, Ihewed not the embarraflment of a young 
man, advanced to office without having- firft diftin- 
guiflied himfelf ; but afiuming beforehand the elevap 
tion which his future aftions were to give him, he 
threatened to fend Cotta to prifon, if he did not re- 
voke the decree. Cotta turning to Metellus, and 
aflung his opinion, Metellus rofe up and voted widi 

* One huiulred and feVenteen years bffore ChrLft. 
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ifae.QNtfiiL J&t«upQU Mariu^ called m aXt^^, 
;ud4 ordered .him to ttke Metellus into cuftody> 
]^et«llus i^pealed tp {be other tribuucE j but, u nclt 
'tme of them lent Mm my ajfiftapce, tbiie fenate gave 
way, and rqwaled ^dr decree. Marius, highly dif- 
tinguiihed by this vi^ory, went imme^tely froiQ 
the fenate to the Jt'orunit aAd had his law confirmed 
))y.tbe pepple. 

From tl^s time he psfled Iot a man of inSexil:^ 
Tefolutipn, not to be influoiced by fear or refpefl: of 
jperfons, and conf^uently one that would prove ^ 
jbpld defender of the people's privileges agamft tlw 
fenate. But this opinion was foon altered by his 
taking quite a di&erent part. Fof a law being pro- 
infed concerning the djftribution of corn, he llrenu- 
ouQy oppofed the Plebeians, and carried it ag^unft 
them. By which aSion he gained efjual efteem from 
l)Oth parties, as a perfon incapable of ferving either 
Bgainft the puhlic advantage. 

When t^s tribune^p. was en)ired, he flood candi- 
date for the ofHce of chief iEdile- For there are two 
offices of Mdiles ; the one called Curulis, from the 
jcbair with crooXed feet, in which the magiflrate fits 
while he difpatches bnfinefs } the other of a degree 
much inferior, is called the Plebeian ^dile. The 
more honour^le ^diles are &-ft chofen, and then 
the people proceed the ikme day to the elefHon of 
the other. When Marius found he could not carry 
the firft, he dropped his pretenfions there, and im- 
mediately applied for the fecond ^ but, as this pro- 
ceeding of bis betrayed a difagreeable and importu- 
nate obftinacy, he mifcarried in that alfo. Yet, though 
he was twice baffled in his application in one d^ 
(which never happened to any man but himfelf) he 
was not at all ^couraged ; for, not long after, he 
Aood for the prsetor&ip, and was ne^ being r^e£led 
again. He was, indeed, returned laft of all; and then 
vas accufed of bribary. What contributed moft 
to the fufpidon^ was, a fervant of CaiTius Sabaco 
1 3 being 
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being ft'cii within the mis, among the eleftor* \ rolr 
;Sabaco'was ah intimate friend of Marius. He wslm 
fiimmdned, therefore, by the judges ; .and, being 
interrogated upon- the point, he faid. That the heat 
'having made him very thirfty, he a&ed for cold wa- 
ter ; upon which, his fervant brought him a cup, 
and withdrew as foon as he had drank. Sabaco was 
expelled the fenate by the next cenfors ", and it wa> 
thought he dderved that mark of infamy, as having 
been guilty either of falfehood or intemperance. 
C^us Herennius was alfo cited as a witnefs againfl: 
Marius j but he alleged, that it was not cuftomary 
for patrons (fo the Romans call pro'teftors) to give 
■evidence againft; their, clients, and that the law ex- 
"cufed them from that obligation. The judges were 
going to admit the p^ea, when Marius himfelf op- 
■pofed it, and told Herennius, thafwhen he was firft 
treated amagiClrate, he ceafed to be his client. But 
this was not altogether true, For it is not every of- 
"fice that frees fuept? ?nt| their pcftellty fropi' the 
'fervice ^ue to fheir patrons, l)Ut only thofemagiftra- 
f;ies to Y^hicli the \a,yi gives a Curule chair. IV^ius, 
however, (iuring the firft d^ys of trial, found that 
matters ran agamft him, his judges being very unfe- 
vourable; yet at laft,the votes proved equal, and 
he was acquitted beyond expeftation. 

In his praitorlhip he did nothing to raife him to 
diflindion. But, at the expiration of this office, 
'the farther Spain falling to his lot, he is faid to hav? 
"cleared it of robberst ' Th^t province as yet was 
uncivilized and lavage i^'its- manners, and the Spa- 
'niards thought thpre was nothing diflionourable ' in 
'robbery. At his return to Rome, he was defirons 
to have his fbare in ,die adminiHration, but had nei- 
!ther riches nor eloquence to recommend him ; tlioug|i 
fhefe Were the inftrumeiits by which the gre^t men of 

: of- His Haves, in to vote among the 
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thoCe. tioiss governed 'the pedp]e< His hi^ ifdriCa 
bow£ver, his indefatigable induitry, and plain Tata\ 
»erof-living, recommended him fo efieSually totho 
commonalty, that he gained oiHceG} and by offices 
power : fo that he was thought worthy the alliancq 
of the Cxfars, and married Julia of that iliuArioiM 
&mily. Cxfar, who afterwards raifed himfelf to 
fach eminence, was her nephew, and, ' on accotint o{ 
his relation to Marius, Ibewed hipifelf very ^ 
iidtous for bis honour j &s we have related. in his 
life. ' . . 

, Marim, ^ong with bis temperajice* was poflefled 
of great fortitude in enduring pain. There was an 
extraordinary proof of this, in his bearmg an opera- 
tion in furgery. Having both his legs full of wens, 
and being troubled at die deformity, he determined 
to put bimfelf in the hands of a furgeon. He would 
not be bound, but ftretched out one of his legs to 
the knife ; and, without motion or groan, bore the 
inexprel^ble pain of the operation, in filence and 
with a fettled countenance. But when the furgeon 
was going to begin with the other leg, be would 
not fuSer him, faying, ** 1 fee the cure 'n not worth 
" the pain." 

About this time Cscilius Metellus the amful *, 
being aj^inted to the chief command in the war 
againft Jugifrtba, took Marius with him into Africa, 
as one of his lieutenants, Marius now finding an 
opportunity fca- great adions and glorious toils, took 
no care, ukc his colleagues, to contribute to tha 
reputation of Metellus, or to dired his views to 
-his fervice: but concluding that be was called to the 
lieutenancy^ not by Metellus^ but by fortune, who 

* Q. C^cilius Metellus wu conful wilh M. Junlut Silanvu, tba 
fourth year of the one bundled anil lixty-leTentb Olympiad, a 
huildre4 and Ceveh years before the tHilh of Cbrift. Jn tbi> espe- 
4ition be acquired ]iit furname of Numidicus. 
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iaUl op«aed fa&n an eafy^iy fand & htiUe ^tletfm fbr 
gye» «chieveme&t, exerted all his p6«<A-s. TTiat 
tn)- "prefenting taartf criticrf occafittos, he n«^er 
det^Oed ^the mcfft d^cult fervice, nor thought the 
moft f^^le beneath him. Thusfurpaffing his equal» 
In prudence and foi^ght, and contefting it with the 
<i)nunon ^olJti^s ift abftennou&eft ^(hd kbckir, he 
^tirely-gldned thdr liSeQifmB. For it is no ffiiall 
ccofORtlon to any oat who is obliged ifo "trork, tc» 
Sffi anocber vokrataiily take a fiiare in his Ubour; 
fince it feems to take off the conftraint. There n 
^t, itide^, a taoK agreeable fpe&acle to a Roman 
fdliSeP, than that of his general eAting th« fame diy 
bread* which he cats, or lying oh an ordinary bed, or 
aflilting his men in drawing a trendi, or throwing up 
a bulwark. Far the foldier dofes not fo miK^ lad'* 
niire thofe officCTs who let him fliare'in dicir hononts 
or their money, as. thofe who will partake with him 
In labour and danger ; and he is more attached to 
one that will alliit him in his worlc, than to CHie ^O 
will indulge him in idlmiefe. 

By thefe fteps Marius g^ned the hearts of the 
Ibldiers : his glory, his influence, his reputation 
fpread through Africa, and extended even to Roine ; 
die men under his command wrote to their friend^ 
at home, that the only means of putting an did to 
the war in thofe parts wopld be to oled: Marius ma- 

* £> sj^t) which the Englilh tnnflator renders pvblicfy, and 
the FVetich >■ la rile de toule fc tmmde, is never to be met with in 
any good Greek author in that fenfe. Indeed, the textdainiy kp< 
pears to be corrupted ; tor the iford Sta/ia, fpeHacky joft befilre, 
entirely precludes the expre^oit ir v^a, itjgk. Biyan-fiivr tlK cor- 
ruption, and has propoled to read snu *i»T vnthovt meat orJoKcej 
but we fliould rather cboofc to read ani'tf, becaufe the literal alte- 
ration will be the lels. It certainly mufl be matter of greatjoy to 
the common fcildier to fee his general eat the fame ^ bread witl) 
him. Dacicj-, too, faw the corruption, and propofed to rea^ 
i» tdi, bread dipt in ■cijugar. Here is, indeed, the change of on* 
letter only; but the fenfe does not feein to be fo ftrong. The 
learned ruder ^1 cbnofe which emendation he nleafei. 

J4v 
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fat ThtB oocaTioned ao findl anxiety to 11 etdhu, 
but what diflreffed him moft wis the aSbk of Tut* 
|Hlius. Hiis man and his family had bng been re- 
tainers ta that of MeteUuB, vni he attended him in 
that -vrar in the character erf matter of theartificers •, 
but being, through his interett, sqipointed goremor 
of the large town of Vacca, his humanity to the in« 
habitants, and the unfufpe^^ed opennels of his coa- 
da&, gave them an opportunity of delivering up 
the place to Ju^urtha !• Turfalius, however, fui^ 
fered no injury m his perfon j for the 'inhabitants, 
having prevailed up&n Jugttrtha to fpare him, dS"- 
niifled him jn fafety. On tins account he was aC'- 
cufed of betraying the place. Marius, who was one 
of djie council (rf war, was not only fevere upon luiq 
himfeif, but ttirred up molt of the other judges ; fft 
Aat it was carried agaJnll Ihe opinion of Metella^ 
and ranch againtt Jiis will he pafled fentence of death 
upon him. A little after, the acculation appeared • 
falfe one ; and all the other oiBcers fympathized 
with Metellus, Who -was -overwhehned with forrow ; 
while Marius, for irom ■^ffembling his joy, declared 
the thing was his ddog ; mid was not aOtamed to 
acknowledge in all companies, ** That be had-lodged 
^ an avenging fury m the breaft of Metellus, who 
** would not fail to piinilh him for having put ttt 
*' death the hereditary friend of his iamily."" 

They now' became open enenues ; Bhd one day, 
when Marius was by, we ar-e told that Metelhis faid 
by way of infuh, " You think then, my good frieiui, 
** to leave us, and go home, to folicit the conful- 
" ffiip J would you not be contented to ftay, and be 



* The cnmmon reading is r%r mi *»> Tnm ■» Jivt vfX!^— 



it 13 obvi'Mis ihat Ttvta-Kt is a cprruption of i»t*mip. An officer 
IS meant like our comptroller of the board of works. Among 
pniter's infcription feveral perfons have the title of PnefeSvs 
J^ainnm. 

+ They put the Roman gamfon to ihe fword, fpariag none but 
fluTinlias. 
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f* canftlt\rith this fon of mine?" Thefonof Me^ 
tellus yas then very ycMiog. Not^ithftandiog this, 
Marius Hill kept applying for leave to be gone, and 
Metelius found out new pretences for delay. At 
lift when there wanted only twelve days to the elec- 
tion, he difmilTed him. Marius had a long journey 
from the camp to Utica, but he difpatched it ia 
two days and a night. At his arrival on the coaft, 
he offered facrifice before be embarked: and the di- 
viner is faid to have told {lini, " That Heaven aivf 
*' npunced fuccefs fuperior to all his hopes." Ele- 
vated with this pfpnufe, he fet fail, and having a 
feir wind, croffed the fea in four days. The people 
immediately exprefled their inclination for him ^ and 
being introduced by one of their tribunes, he brought 
many falfe charges againft Metellus, il) order tq 
fecure the confulflup for himfelfj promifing at the 
fame time either to kill Jugurtha, or to t^e him 
alive. 

He was eleded with great applaufe, and immedi- 
ately began his levies ; in which he obferved neither 
law nor cuftom j for he enlifted many needy perfons, 
and even flavep ', The generals who were before 
him, had not admitted fuch as thefe, but entrufted 
only perfons of property wiUl srms as with other 
.honours, confidering the property as a pledge to 
the piibHc for their behaviour. Nor was this the 
only obnoxious thing in Mari^s. His bold fpeeches, 
accompanied with infolence and ill manners, gave 
the patricians great uneafinefs. For he fcrupled no^ 
ito fay, ** That he had uken the confulate as a prey 
*' from the effeminacy of the high-bom and the rich, 
" and that he boalled to the people his own wounds, 
.** not the images of others or monumejits of the 
*' dead." He took frequent occafioh too, to mentiod 



fuch 

K5TlitefS. 



Floras does not fay, he enliAed fla«s^ but capite tn^M, 
as having no elt«es hsul only thcit nunea entered in the 
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Beftia and Albinus, genanh who had been modi; 
unfortunate in Africa, as men of illuflrious fiamiUes, 
but unfit for 'war, and confequemly . unfuccelsful 
through want of capacity. Then he wou^d zik the 
people, " "Whether they, did not think that the an-;, 
" cefiors of thofe men would have wiflied rather ta 
** leaVe a pofterity hke him ; fince th^ themfelves 
" did not rife to glory by their high birth, but by, 
" their virtue and great a£Hons." Thefe things he 
faid not out of inere vanity and arrogance, or need- 
lefsly to embroil himfelf with the nobility ; but he 
law the people took pteidure in feeing the fenate in-, 
fulted, and that they meafured the greatnefs of a 
man's mind by the infolence of his language j and 
therefore, to gratify them, he fpared not the greateft 
men in the ftate. 

Upon his arrival in Africa, ,MetelIu» was quite 
overcome with grief and refentment • ; to think thai^ 
when he had in a manner finilhed the war, and there 
remained nothing to takebuftheperibnof Jugurtfia, 
Marius, who had raifed himfelf merely by his ingra^ 
titude towards Aim, fliould come to fiiatch away "bodl 
his viAory and triumph. Unable, therefore, to beat 
the fight of him, he retired, and left his lieutenant 
llutiUus to deliver up the forces to Marius. Sut be- 
fore the end of the war the divine vengeance -pvertoofc 
Marius. For Sylla robbed him of the glory of his 
exploits, as he had done MeteUus. I ihall briefly re- 
taU:e here the manner of that traa&dion, haying al- 
ready given a more particular account of it in liie 
life of Sylla. 

BocchuB king of the Upper Nuoiidia tj was father, 
in-law to Jugurtha. He gave himj howeverj very 

* The word ^isj does not always lignify atty. In PliiTo 
(it Mundo) we find ^ft.n; iAi( AWnw, aocere mm gnnSahmur. 
Envy (lioutd not be attributed to fttcfa a noble mibd, a^ that of 
MelelluB. 

f Or Mzaritailia. In the original it is • tui atu ffa-^afm 
■ jSamXoc, Kiiig oj tht Barbarioiu, v>&o duxU higher n^ in the 
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Kttle afliflince in. the war, pretending that he detdled 
Iiis perfidiouihds, while be really dreaded the increafe 
tif his power. But when, he became a fugitive and a. 
wuiderer* ^nd wa$ reduced to the neceflity of apply- 
ing to Bocchus as his lait refource, that prince re« 
caved him rather as bis fuf^liant, than as his fon4n* 
hiw, WHeh be had him in his hands, he proceeded 
ia public to intercede vtlh MariuB in hn behalf, 
ftlleg^g in bis letters that be would never give him 
up, but defend him to the laft. At the fame time, 
m }»riv^te intending to betr»y him, he £ent for Xji- 
cius Syila, who was quieftor to Marius, and had 
^cme Bocdius many feryices during the war. When 
Eylla was come to him, confiding in big hcmour, the 
barbarian began to repait« and often changed bis 
mind, deliberating for fome days whether he fiiouM 
deliver pp Jugunha, or retain Sylla too. At laft ad- 
hering to tb^ tjeacbery he bad firtl cwtcetvedf he put 
Jugurtha alrv« into the hands of ^yUa^ 

Henc^ the Arft Iceds of that violent and imi^aca. 
tie quurre^ which almoft ruined the Roman empire. 
For many, out of envy to Marius, ware wiUi:^ to 
i^ibute this fucceis to Sylla only ; Hid SylU hjmlelf 
caufcd a feal to be made, which reprefcaited Bocchu* 
'delivermg up jugixrtha tp him. ilTiis leal he always 
wore, ^d conltafitly iealed his letter^ with it ; by 
whic^ he highly provoked Manns, who was nahoaUj 
ambitious, aed coald not eodwe a rival in glory, 
Sylla was iniligated to this by the «n9mie$ of Ma< 
rius, who afcribed the b^inniog and the mo^ con- 
fiderable aOions of the war to Metellus, and the laft 
and finiflimg ftroke to Sylla; that fo the people might 
no longer admir-e and remain attached to Marius as 
the taw. accomplished of commander^. 

The danger, however, that approached Italy from 
the weft, foon difperfed all the envy, the hatred, and 
the calumnies^, which had been raifed againfl Marius. 
The people, now in want of an experienced cmn- 
mander, and fearching for an able pilot to fit at the 

helm, 
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belm, that the commonwealth might bear up agaiait 
£a dreadful a ftorm, fomid that no one of an opaleu 
or noble family would Hand for the conful&ip ; and 
therefore they ele^d Marias *, though abfent. Thej 
had no fooner received the news that Jugurtha was 
taken, than reports were fpread of an invaiibn from 
the Teutones apd the Cimbri. And though the ac- 
count of the number and ftrength of their armies 
feemed at firft incredible, it afterwards appeared 
fliort of the truth. Far three hundred thouiand 
well-armed warriors were upon the march, and the 
xromen and children, whom they had along with 
them, were iaid to be much more numerous. Tim 
vail multitude wanted lands on which they might fub- 
fift, and cities wherein to fettle ; as they had heard 
the Celtee before them had expelled the Tufcans, 
and poffeffed themfelves of the beft part of- Italyf. 
As for thefe, who now hovered like a cloud over 
Gaul and Italy, it was not known who they were J, 
or whence they came, on account of the ftnall cooir. 
merce which they had with the reft of the world, 
and the length of way they had marched. It was 
conjedured, indeed, from the largenefs of their fla- 
ture, and the bluenefs of their eyes, as well as b«- 
caufe the Germans call banditti Cimbri, that they 
were fome of thofa German nations who dwell by 
the Northern fea. 

Some affert, that the country of the Cekie is of 
fuch raft ^tent that it ftretches from the ■Weftam 

• loa years before Cbrift. , " 

t In fte reign of Tariininius Prifcos. 

f l^e Cimbri were defcendetl from the ancient Gomenant vr 
Cclto J Cimri or Cithbri being onl^ a. hatflicr pronuncialion of 
Goinerai. Tbey were in ail probability the ancientefl: people of 
Germany, ' They gave their name to the Cimbricm Cherfonefu)!, 
which vna a kind of peninrula extending from the tnouth of tke 
liver fibe iitt« Ac North fea. They were allb fuppofed the fans 
with th* CimineiianA that inhabited the crjunlrles about the Palvu 
Mjcotit 1 which la highly probable, both from the likenefa of their 
namn, and from the defcendaul^ of Qomer having i^naA Aab- 
leivn orer all Uni iKHthem tnii, 
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. ocean and molt northern climes, to the late Mseotis 
eaftward, and that part of Scythia which borders 
apon Pontus : that there the t*o nations mingle, and 
thence iSue ; not all at once, nor at all feafons, but 
in the fpring of every year :^ that, by means of thefe 
annual fupplies, they had gradually opened them- 
felvcs a way over the greatcft part of the European 
continent; and that, though they are diftinguiftied 
by different names acccvding to their tribes, yet their 
whole body is comprehended under the general name 
of Celto-Scythje. 

Others' fay, they were a finall part of the Cimme- 
rians, well known to the ancient Greeks ; and that 
this fmall part, quitting thor native foil, or being 
cspelled by the Scythians on account of fome fedition, 
pafled from the Palus Masotis into Afia, under the 
condud of Lygdamis their chief. But that the . 
greater and more warlike part dwelt in the extremi- 
ties of the earth near the Northern fea. Thefe inha>- 
bit a country fo dark and woody, that the fun is fel- ' 
dom feen, by reafon of the many high and fpreading 
trees, which reach inward as &r as the- Hercynian 
foreft. They are under that part of the heavens, 
where the elevation of the pole is fuch, that by reafon 
of the declination of the parallels, it makes almoft a 
vertical point to the inhabitants ; and their day and 
night are of fuch a length, that ihey ferve to divide 
the year into two equal parts; which gave occallon 

:to the.fi£tion of Homer concerning the inierpal r^ons. 
Hence therefore thefe barbarians, who came into 
Italy, firit ilfued; being anciently called Cimmerii, 
afterwards Cimbri, and the appellation was not at all 
from their manners. But thele things reft rather on. 
conje3:ure, than hiftorical certainty. Moft hiftorians, 
however, agree, that their numbers, inftead of bdng 

• lefs, were rather greater than we have rdated. . A» . 

; to their courage, their fpirit, and the force and nTa* 

. .city with which they made an impreflioo, we may 
compare' them to a devoujitig ^ftame. Nothing could 

' • rcfift 
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refift their impetuofity ; all that came m their way 
Were trodden down, or driven before them like cat- 
tle. Many refpefiable armies and generals •, em- 
ployed by the Romans to guard the' Tranfalpine 
Gaul, were IhamefuUy routed ; and the feeble re- 
fiftance they made to the firfi: efforts of the barba- 
rians, 'was the chief thing that drew them towards 
Rome. For, having beaten all they met, and loaded - 
themfelvea with plunder, they determined to fettle 
no-where, till they had deftroyed Rome, sind laid 
^ralle all Italy. 

The Romans, alarmed from all quarters with this 
news, called Marius to the command, 'and eleSed 
him a fecond time conful. It was, indeed, unconlU- 
tutional for any one to be chofen who was abfcnt, or 
who had not waited the regular time between a firft 
and fecond confuKhip ; but the people overruled all 
that was faid againft him. ' They confidered, that 
this was not the hrft inftance, in which the law had 
■given way to the public utility ; nor was the prefent 
occafion lefs urgent than that, when, contrary to 
law, they made Scipio conful f ; for then they were 
not anxious for the fafety of their own city, but only 
defirous of deftroying Carthage. Thefe reafons pre- 
vailing, Marius returned with his army from Africa, 
and entering upon his confulfhip on the firft of Janu- 
ary, which the Romans reckon the beginning of their 
year, led up his triumph the fame day. Jugurtha, 
now a captive, was a fpe£tacle as agreeable to the 
-Rdtnans as it was beyond their expectation ; no one 
hairing ever imagined, that the war could be brought 
to a period whUe he was aliye : fo various was the 
chara^er of that man, that he knew how to accom- 
modate himfelf to all forts of fortune, and through 

.* CaSit^Longhus, Aurcliui, Scautus, Caepio, and Cn. Mal- 
ieius. 

~ f Scipio was ekfted conlul before he wag thirty jktlts old, though 
.tilscointiiODage.requiredin th« candidates was forty-two. Infleed, 
the people difpenfcd with.it ia other inlUncet betides this. ', 

i-]5 ' ' all . 
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all his fubtlety there ran a vein of coyrage and fpirit. 
It is laid, that when he was led before the car of the- 
coaqiieroT he loll his fenfcE. After the triumph, 
he was thrown into prifon, where, whilft they wer« 
in hafl:e to llrip him, fome tore hia robe off Iiis back, 
and others catching eagerly at his pendants, puUed 
off the tips of his eats with them. When he was 
thruft down naked into the dungeon, all wild and 
confiifed, he faid with a frantic fmile *, " Heavens ! 
** how cold is this bath of yours !" There ftruggling 
for fiz days with extreme hunger, and to the l%il hour 
labouring for the [irefervation of life, he came to fuch 
an end zs his crimes deferved. There were carried 
(we are told) in this triumph three thoufand and feven 
pounds of gold, five thoufand . feven hundred and 
feven' y-five of filver bullion, and of filver coin feveo- 
teen thoufand and twenty-eight drachnias. 

After the folemnity was over, B^irius affembled 
the fenate in the capitol, where^ either through inad- 
vertency or grofs infolencc, he entered in his triunik 
phal robe : but foon perceiving that the fenate was 
offended, he went and put on his ordinary habit, and 
then returned to his place. 

When he fet out with the army, be trained tus 
foldiers to labour while upon the road, accuftoming 
them to long and tedious marches, and C(xnpeUii^ 
. every man to carry his own baggage, and provide 
bis own visuals. So that afterwards, laborious people 
who executed readily and without murmuring vhat~ 
ever they were ordered, were called Marius's mulfS' 
Some, indeed, give another reaibn for this prow- 
toal phra&. They fay, that when Scipio befKged 
^Numantia, he chofe to inlpe£l, no[ only Uie arms and 
faorfes, but the very muLes and waggons, that all 
might be in readings and good order ; on which oc- 
. czuoa Marius brought foith his borfe in fine condi- 
ditioD, and his mule too in better cafe, and ftn^ger 

* The fonner Engltfli tranllation takes no oatiee of 
JmSng, ii)oa%b aa ioiporUnt expn&m. 
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aaiA gender than th<^ of others, Th0 general, 
znuich pleafed with Mirids'b beftfte,- trftite made nten- 
tioti 6{ thein. ; and heftce thofc' nho'by way iof rail- 
lery praifcd a drudging patieat man^ buledbim Na- 
nus's mule. " 

On tlds occ^oii, it was a very fortuitete circum- 
ftahce for Marias,' that the baitMimns, turning thar 
courfe, like a reflux of the tHe, firft invaded Spain. 
For this gave him time to ftrengthai his m«i by cx- 
ercife, and to raife and confirm their couriige ; and-, 
what was ftill of greater importance, to ftiew than 
\rhat he himfelf was. ' His fevere behaviour and -in- 
flexibility in punifhing, when it hadonce aqcuftonv 
ed them to mind their condu6t and' be obsdisBt, ap*. 
peared both juft and falutary. When they were^a 
little \ifed to his hot and violent fpitit, to the-hanHi 
tone of his voice, oiid the fiercene^ of hie counter 
tiance, they no longer confidered them as tenable «<• 
thetnfelves, but to the enemy. AboVoall, the foldion 
. were charmed with his integrity in judging ; and this 
contributed not a little to proctnre Marius a third 
confulate. Befides, the barbarians were expeded ia 
the fpring, and the people were not willing to meet 
them imder any other general. 'T^ey did notj how- 
ever, come foToon as they were looked for, and the 
"year expired without his getting a fight of them. 
■ The time of a new eleftion coming on, and his col- 
league being dead, Marius left the Command of the 
army to Manius Aquilius, and went himfi^f to Rc»ne. 
Several perfons of great merit ftood for the confulate j 
but Ludus Satuminus, a tribune who led the people, ' 
being gained by 'Marius, in alMiis fpceches exhorted 
, them- to chobfe him conful. Marius, for his part, da- 
fired to be excufed, pretending that- he did not waffl;. 
the office : whereupon Saturninus called him a traitor 
to his country, who deferted the command in fuch 
time of danger. It was not difficult to perceive thai 
Marius difiembled,- and that the tribune afted a 
bungling part under him ; yet the pe<^e confidering 
-Vol. in. K *»"- 
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dwt^ pitftnt jusftivc f (Kjaiypd ;t«H|» Ui capacity 
and ffXfA foHtus^,' Cre9t^ l^m coRii4 )^ fourth time^ 
aiMl^)p««e4ItWti|tiiiBfoMH«;lu81!plleagufi, a maa 
' Jnuch itmafd }ff tbe patriciuH^ 304 »»» vnacc^f- 
able to the commons. 

Msrioi bAipg inlbnoed f(f the enemy's ;^R^h, 
pafled the -Alpa. ^t^ ttie Vtmqft ^xpaditiatt; and 
having markea ova ^is camp by the river Rlione,ftw- 
tified it» and brought ui^q it a farge fupjply of prou 
vifions ; that the- want of necef^ies Hugbt ner^ 
fxmpd him to fight at a difadvantage. But as th/g 
carriage of provlftens by fea w^s tedious and very ex- 
par^te, he fouiid a 7<iy ti> nial^e it eafy ^nd txp^ 
4itiQus. 'Hte oaout^ pi tfie Rhp|^ w^s ft that tlnie 
choaked up with mud i^^d fand,; y!J3ici\ the beaJtii^ 
^ die fea had lodged thej-e } fo fh^t ii vfs^ very Sai" 
jgfsronS, if not impra^c^le, ^ Ye|r^|s of burtboi 
to o&tnr itk. AlariuB, theiefbre, (et ^s afipy, now 
fjoit^ at leffute, tp wof fc. ^ere : ^ ^ftyihg ca^pd ? 
cut to be i^tade, capable of fecdying l^rge O^p^ b^ 
turned great part (^ the fiver jntq it j thus dnwiflg 
«l to a cpail;, v^ere the 9p^iu^ (o the (fa Is ej^j an^ 
Ifecttre. This cut {lilt retains hi^ ii^et 

The barbariaiM ; dividing th^mfelves ii^o t^o t». 
idicsi it *^ to the J^t oftl^e ^ifobri V» switch t}|^ 
.upper Way thi»ugh Noriciim ag^ft C^uloS} and to 
force that pais i while the Teutc»ies wid Amt^o^M 
took the toad through Liguria ai<3Qg the &il*coaft ^ 
. order to reach Mafius, The (^bri fyeut fosui 
time in preparing foi* their march : but the Teuto- 
nes and Amhroifes fet out immediately, and pu&ed 
forward with great expedition -, fo that they foon 
trayerfed the iiiterm.ediate country, and [urefented to 
the view of the Romans an incredible number cif 
enemies, terrible in their afped, aad in their voice 
and ihouts of war different from all other m^ 
They fpread themfelves over a vaft extent of eroimd 
near Marius, and when they had encampeo, tlicf 
daUeDeed hua to battle. 

. 1^ 
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11k <ODfuIt tor his ^tt, regtiTckd then hot, bnt 
k^t hw foidim within the trtncbtfs, 'rebuking- the 
vanity and raOinefs ' of thofe who wtted to be fat 
ftdion, and calUng^ciin tnitoTB to^heircountty. He 
told then, " Thm ambition &ould not nov be for 
" tritHBphs nsd uophics, but to 'dilpel tix draadfiil 
** fionn that hung over thein, and to bvc Italy from 
** deftru^km." Thefe things he faid prirately to 
his cbkf oBdm ind meb.qf the firit rank. As fdf 
the common foldiers, he made them mount guard bf 
Coras lipDi^ tUe ramparts, fo aci;u{kim.them tg'bear 
tbe dk'eadful looks of liie eaitmjf and lo hstr.tbdt 
tivage voices, mthout fear., as well as to make them 
ac«[iiainteii with their urns, and their way of ufing 
them. By thef<j means tfhat xt firft waa tnrible) by 
haoe often looked upon,' wonld in time become im* 
k&ddng. For he concluded tbtt with regard t* ob> 
je&s of terror, noreUy adds many unreal dramU 
ihmces, and that things really dreadful bfe cfadr e& 
(t& by £uniliaiity. Lideed, the daily fight tt£ die 
iMrturianis ootTXily leflened the fears of the ibk&rt) 
hat the menacing behaviour mod intt^enUe raiity of 
the enemy proroked thor rcfentment, a ^iyt infiaoiel 
thor courage. For they not raily plnndeted atid 
ninefl the ^jaeent country, but advanced to the 
vary trenches with the grcateft infolcnce and con- 
lonptt 

Maihu at lall was told* that th« ktStH telUeA 
fhcir grief in fnch complainis as thefe i ** What «£• 
V fetnittacy has Matius difcoveted in us, that be 
*!^ thus. k^pS-US lodged upt like £0 many vomen^ 
<^'and reftiaiDs us from fighting^ come on} Inw 
** iridi the Qiiiit of freemoi, A him if he watts for 
** others to fi^ frn- the hberties of Rome, and m> 
** .toids to make nfe of us only as the vilefl: labour- 
f exfl, io d^gtng trenches, in carrying out loads of 
** diit, and tunung the courfe of rivers i It is £7r 
" fuch neble works as thefe, no doubt, that he cx- 
" ercifes us in fnch painful labours ; and, when they 
£ 3 *• are 
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•* are done, he vUl return and fhew his fetlow-dt^ 
.** zens the glorious fruits of the continuation of hit 
.-** power. It is true, Cairbo and CKpio were beaten 
** by the enemy : but does thdr ill fuccefs terrify 
<* bimf forety Catbo and Cxpio were generals as 
.'* much in&rior to Matius in valour and renown, as 
** we are Aiperior to the army they led. Better it 
*' were to be in adion, though we fuffered fttim it, - 
** like them, than to fit itill and fee the deftrudtion 
** of our allies." 

Motius, dehehted with thefe fpeeches, talked to 
tbem m a Ibouing way. He told them, " It was 
** not from any dmniK «f them, that he iat lUU ; - 
^ but that, by order of certain oracles, he waited 
** both for the time and place which were to enfure 
^ him the viftory." For he had widi him .a Syrian 
woman, named Martha, who was faid to have tile 
•gitt of prophecy. She was carried ^xnit in a htter 
-with great refped: and folemnity, and the lacnfices he 
offered, were all by her diredion. She had formerly 
■aj^lied to the fenate iH this charad]cr, and madt as 
x^Sa of' prediding for th«a future events, but they 
refiifed to bear her. Then Ihe betook herfelf to the 
.Women, and gave them a fpedmen of her art. She 
addrelfed herlelf particularly to the wife of Marius, 
-at whofe feet the happened to fit, when there was a. 
combat of gladiators, and fortunately enough, toI4 
her which of them would' prove vii^orious. Ma- 
rine's wife fent her to her hufband,- who received her 
with the utmoft veneration, and provided &r her the 
litter in which Ihe was generally carried. Whoi fhe 
went to facrifice, Ihe wore a purple robe, fined with 
the fame, aiid buttoned up, and held in fa^ hand a 
fpear adorned with ribbons and garlands. When 
they faw this pompous fcene, many doubted whether 
Marius was really perfuaded of her prophetic abili- 
ties, or only pretended to be fo, and afted a parr, 
while he fliewed the woman in this form. 

But 
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But vhat Alexander of Myndos relates concerning 
tlw vulture*, really deferves admiration. .Two ^ 
them, it feems, always appeared, 9nd followed thf 
army, before any great fuccefs, being well known hf 
thdr braztn collari. The foldien, when- they took 
them, had put thefe collars upon them, and then let 
them go. From this tiipe they knew, .and in a man- 
ner faluted the foldiers ; and the foldiert, whoiever 
thefe appeared upon their march, rejoiced in the af- 
furance of performing fomething extraordinary. 

About this time, there happened many prodlgiet, ' 
molt of them of the ufual khd. But news vn 
brought Irom Amelia and Tudertum, dties in Italy, 
that on^ nieht there were [esa in the iky fpears anj 
fliields of Me, now waving :^ut, and then claHiing 
againlt each other, in imitation of the poltures and 
motionB of men fighting ; and that, one party giving 
tray, and the other advancing, at laft they all diUxp- 
peared in the weft. Much about this time too, there 
arrived A-om Feffinos, Batabaces, priell of the mother 
of the gods, with an account that the goddefs had 
declared from her fan£hiary, " That ue Roman* 
" would focm obtain a great and glorious vi&ory." 
The fenate had gjven credit to his report, and decreed 
the goddefs a temple on account of the vidory. Bui; 
when Batabaces went out, to make the fame decla- 
ration to the people, Aulus Fompeius, one of th« 
tribunes, prevente4 bun, calling him an impoftor, 
and driving him in an ignominious manner from the 
Jtqfhum, What followed, indeed, was the thing 
irtiich contributed moll to the credit of the predic- 
tion : for Aulus had fcarc^ly diSblved the aflembly, 
and reached his own houfe, when he was fdzed with 
a violent fever, of which he died within a week. 
This vas a fail univerially known. 

Marius fUU keeping clofe, the Teutones attempted 

to force his entrenchments, but being, received with 

a fliower of darts from the camp, by lyhich they loft 

% number of nuQ, they, retblved t«, march forwart}, 

' it -3 ," concluding 
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toftdadtog ffiat tfcey might prfs. tR< AJpa Mi- fiilf fo- 
curily. They packed up (heir baggage, thereforej and 
marched by the Roman camp. Then it vas thtt theT 
famnenfity of thdr numbers appeared m the cleareft 
fight, from the length of their tram,-aiMl the time 
they took up In paffing : for it is faid, that thoogh 
they moved ob without iatermiffion, they vere »s 
days in going by Marlus's camp. Indeed, they went 
very near it, and aflted the Romans by way of infult^ 
■* Whether they had any commands to their wives^ 
*■ for they fliould be fhortly with- them ?" As foon 
as the barbarians had all pafled by, and were iull in 
inarch, Marius likewife dccampeiJ, and followed ; 
always taking care to keep nrar them, and choofing 
ftrong places at fome frnallf diftance for his campi 
irhich he alfo fortified, in order that he might p^fs 
the nights in fafety. Thas thqr moved on till they 
came to Aquje Sejetiae, from wBoice there is but a 
Jbort march to the Alps. 

There Marina prepared for battle ; having pitched 
tipon a place for nia camp, which was nnexccption- 
able in point of ftrength, but afforded little water. 
^ this cireumftuice, they t^ us, he wanted to ex* 
dte the ibidiers to a^on ; and wh^ many of them 
complained of thirflr, he pointed to. a river which, rax 
cfofe by the enetny's canw, 'and told them, *' that 
*" thencetheymuftpurchafen^ter with theif blood," 
** Why, then," fwd theyj * do you not kad us 
*• tftfther immediately, b^we oar blood is quite 
•' parched up?** to which he anftvered in a fofter 
tone, ** I will lead you thither, but firft Ifet us fortiij 
«* OUT camp." 

The foldiers obeyed, though witfrfcmrrrfu^Eaftce!; 
But the-fervants of the army, being in great want of 
water, both for themfclves and Aeir cattle, rah in 
crowds to the ftream, fome wit& picfc-aser, feme with 
hatchet*, and others with' fwords and javeKns, aloilg 
with their ftftchers [ (wthcy were refoived to have 
vater, thougfr dter wot obliged' to fikEt ft>r ift 
, ^^ * Tbefc 
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^mde tt fitft wftti ehebutt^^d by a fitiall |>an]r of 
tke taeaiji when feme hivtnc bathed, Were engaged 
id diimo", ibA others iftriire full bathing. Fot theft 
die coumty abounds iti hot wells. This gave tbt 
konyu aa oppoTtunity of cutting off a hUiUber tff 
thHtt^ trbile they ^fit€ indulging tnetfafelvesiil thofe 
deliddiK bathsj and chahn^d with' tfa« fwfeetnefs of 
the place. The ctj tjf thefe brought Odiers to their 
afflflWe, fo that It was now difficult for Marius to 
tefttain the iffipetuofity of his foldiers, who ^ere ih < 
pain for thdt fervants. Befides, the AmbroRcs^ tt> 
the number Of thirty tfaonfaAd, who were the beft 
ttoc^ the enemy had, and Who had already defeated ■ 
Mantius and O^Jiio, w^e drawfi Out, and Hood tb 
their arms. Though they had oTercfaarged then^ 
felves «itU eating, y« the wide they had otank had 
giteti them firofli ij^tfi, and they advanced, not ii^ 
a trild and diforderly tiittnner, or with a coafufed ant^ 
inaniciilate noife } but beadiig thdr arms at regular 
ifliervaU, ahd all keeping tkne vHH the time, thm 
came on, cryihg bat, Aittbrones ! Ainbronet ! Thu 
they did, eithiu- t6 eoconrage each other, or to ter- 
rify iM enemy With thdr naine. The ligiiiiails 
were th^ firft of th<* Italians that moved againft them ( 
and whcii they heard the ehemy cry i^mbrones, they 
echoed bfltk the w6rd, which vni ^^ed their owfi 
aiicieiii ntune. 'Thus the (hbut was ^fted returned 
ftam one afi#y to the other before they charged, and 
the officers dtt both fides jolhuig in it, and ihivin^ 
tdiich ihould pronounce the word loudeft, added by' 
this tciiam to the courage arid Impetuofity of tfadr 

tKKAS. 

Tlie Aibbrohes w6re obUgM to pa& the livef, and 
^i brbke thdt order ; fW ttiat, before they could 
fbm again, the UgurUns charged the foremofl eff 
' then, and thus began the battle. The Rtittaits 
tafhe ta fuipport th« IJgtiriacts, and pouting dbwii 
hbm th« higher groondf fikSed^ th« eneniy fo hib-d, 
that they foon put them in dilbrder. Many of dierii 
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■juftfe^ eich'otha: on the banks of'the.riy«r»"were 
lilain there, and the river itfelf was filled with dead 
bodies. Thofe who were got Me over not daring to 
make head, were- cut (^ by the Romans, as they 
fled to their camp and carriages. There ^e vpmen 
^meetii^ them wim fwords and ^es, andfetting up a 
horrid aod hideous cry, fell upon the fugitives, as 
well as the purfuers, the former as tr^tors, and the 
latter as enemies. Mingling wjth the cqmbatanta,' . 
they laid hold on the Rofnan Ihi^s,- catched at thdr . 
fwords, with their naked hands, aitd obiUnately fuf- 
fered themfelves to be backed to pieces. Thus the 
battle is faid to have been fought on the banks of- the 
,riyer, rather by accident tton any ddigto of the 
general. 

The Romans, after having delUoyed fo many of 
the Ambrones, retired as it grew dark; but the 
>camp did'not refound with fongs of vidory, as n^ht 
.^ave been e?(pe3ed upon fuph fucqefs. There were 
no entertainments, no mirth' in,the tents, nor, what 
,is the moft agreeable circumftance to the foldier after 
..viSory, any found and refrefliing fleep. The night 
was paffed intbe greatell dread and perplexity. The 
camp was without trench or rampart. There re- 
mained yd: many myriads of the barbarians unton- 
qU^ed y apd fuch of the Ambrones as efcaped, mix- 
ing with thenv, a cry was heard alt night, not like the 
fighs and groans of' men, but like the howling and 
bellowing of wild beaifs. As this proceeded from 
-fuch an innumerable hoft, the neighbouring moun- 
tains and the hollow banks of the river returned the 
found, and the horrid din filled the whole. plaiQ. 
The Roma^js felt the hnpreflions of terror, and Ma- 
jius hiipfelf was tilled ^th' aftonilhment, at the ap- 
prehenfions of a tumultuous night-engagement. 
.Howeygr, the barbarians did not attack them, either 
that night or next day, but fpent the tjme in confult^ 
ing how to difpofe and dr»w ihemielves up to the 
belt advantage. . , . 

la 
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^ In the liuan tifhe, Maritis obfemng the flo]^g 
hills and woody hollows, that hung over the enemy's 
cair^, difpatched Claudiiw Marcellus with three 
thotifafid men, to Ue in ambufli there till the fight 
was begun, and then to fell upon the enemy's rear. 
.;The rm of his troops he ordered to fup and go to 
Tclt in good time. Next morning, as foon as it wai 
light, he drew up before the camp, and commanded 
the cavalry to march into the pl^. The Teutonei 
fedng this, could not contain them&tves, ' nor Qxf 
till all the Romans were come down into the plain, 
where they might fight them upon equal terms j - 
but arming haftily through thirft of vengeance, ad- 
-vanced up to the hill. Marius difpatched his officen 
through the whole army, with vmlers that they 
fliould Hand ftill and wait for the enemy. When the 
Barbarians were within reach, the Romans were to 
throw their, javelins, then come to fword in hand, 
and preffing upon them with their fiiields, pufti than 
vdth all their force. For he knew the place was fo 
flippery, that the enemy's blows could have no great 
weight, nor could they preferve any clofe order, 
where the declivity of the ground continually changed 
thar poife.^ At the fame time that he. gave thefe 
duredions, he was the firft that fet the example. For 
■he was inferior to none in perfonol agility, and in re* 
folutimi he lar exceeded them all. 

The'Romans by their finnnefs and united charge 
kept the barbatians from afcending the hill, and by 
little and little forced them down into the plain. - 
There the foj-emod battalions were beginning to form 
again, 'when the utmoft coupon difcoveied itfelf in 
the rear. For Marcellus, who had watched his op- 
portunity;, as foon as he found, -by the mHfe which 
reached the bills where he lay, that the battle 'was 
beg^, with' great impetuofity and loud (houts fell 
upon the enemy's rear, and deftroyed 4 coufiderable 
number pf tl&m. The hindraoi): being .puflied upon 
thofe before, the whole army was foon put in dif- 

order. 
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oTder. Thus attacked both in fraat'Stni not, they 
could not Hand the double flK>ck, butiibrfook ^eir 
ranks, and fled*. The Romans purfuing, either. 
killed or took priibners above an hundred tboufand^ 
and having made themfelves oilers of thdt tents, 
carmges and b&ggage, voted as many of them as 
were not plundered, a prefent to Minus. TMs ifi- 
deed was a ndble recompence, yet it Was thought 
very inadequate to the generailhip he had fliewniik. 
^t great and imtaiinent danger f. 

oihtx hiiloriani gire a different account, both tif 
the difpofition of the fpoils, and the nuAbef t)f th^ 
flain. From thefe writers we learn, that the Maffili- 
ns walled in their vineyards with the btrhes they 
found in the field ; fl&d that the tain which fell mt 
winter following, foaking in che AioiAure bf the pM' 
trified bodies, the ground was fo enriched by it, Uiat 
it produced the next feafon a prodigious crbp. Thiit 
the opinion of Afcbilochts is Confirmed, thttjieUbt 
are fattened with blood. ItiSobferved, indeed, th«t 
extraordinary rains g«idtilty hk\ after gredt battles j 
whether it be, that fome deity choofes W wdh and 
purify the earth with water fi>oA above, or wh^thtSf 
the blood and corruptiony by the Aioill and heftvy' 
T^pours they emit, thidcen tht air, which is- fia^ to 
be altered by the finallef^ caufe. 

After the battle^ Marius i^tb&iA h&th amon^ 
the amis waA other fpoitsy fnefa as were elegant and 
«ritii-er and li&dy to make the greateft fltow in his 
triumph. The rdl he piled tt^ther, and offered 
them as a fplendid £a:mfic6 to the gods. The army 
Oood roted the pile unowned with laarel ^ ^d Mia- 

■ *'Eita -riftMy wiM gained tlieiecoBdyear of-Aehutidredand 
,lDmr.nlnth elfmpin), before Chrill tmt tlnftdrisd. \ 

^ ' f Apd fet there ikea not wpfitu any thi^g veiy extnordimiy 
Id the generalltip of Abrius on this occafioD. The ignorance 
mAn&rxh of (he barbariaris A\A every thing' m bu fsvour. The 
TMI61M krftQie feattlc, as Hawley lolt it at Fdkirk, hf attempt.. . 
iitt tht biU*. 

felf, 
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fetf, VM^di ia' his pufjflt rt:d»e*, and drt a^ tfa« 
idamier c^ the RdiOitBtf, t&(A a K^tttca torchi He 
had juft KFted It iip viA'tKnh hands towards heaveor 
and was g<Nagi to ftt &^e' tp the piles, when ibmo 
friends were, fbon gaRctpiag towards biin. Great fi< 
lenctf anfd *tt>eaation followed. When they vers 
come hear, ineff leaped from th^ horfes^ ahd fahited 
Marius coilfal liie fifth time, delivering him letter» fo 
the fame ptirpofe. Thii idded great jey to the fdhtm- 
nity, which the MAiein etpicSed by xclamaiiQMs and 
hj clanking their anas : and while the office»' were 
prefenting Marius with new cTO>trai of hmrei, be ^ 
tie to the pile, and fniMiad the iacrifice!. 

Whaterer it is, that i»ill not permit iis to «jc(y 
tasf gteax profperity pare and umnixed, but chequer^ 
Iramim life with a v»iety 6f good and evil ; wheclwr 
it Be foplHWe, or fome chArafine deity, or neceffity 
and the nature df ttnngs y a- £:w days aner this jOyfvl 
folein«ky, the" fad newt «a brought to Marius of 
vbit hid befalfeik his GotteagOtt CasUus. An event, 
which Hke a cloud in the i*idft of a eahn, brought 
frefb atarrtis upOn Rome, and- threatened ber with 
another tempeft. Catulus,- who had the Cimbri to 
oppdfe, came to refolutiMi" to gite up' the defence of 
the heights, hit he fliouid *eaken. himfetf by being 
obKged to divide his ftfrcbs into maly parts. Ho 
liherefore defceftded qOSckly from the Alps into Italy, 
and ]»ofted hjs army behind ^- river Athefisf ', where 
he Ubeked' uf» the f<iTd» "ft^A ftrnig fortifications' ort 
btf&t iiies^ and' ^v&at a- bridge over it ; that fo he 
might be in a condition to fuccour the garrifons beyond 
it, if the I^Thari^s ftjould make th«r way through 
Uile lO-tTo-v paffes of tht mountains, and attempt to 
ftortn thtim. The barbadaoB held their • 



'' J^ls qnlriotdi tiaAcAj flbi^itqiM SaluDB inligiiir. 

fudi 
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filch ctmtentpt, and came o& wUh fp nrach mfbleiice, 
that, rather to fhew thdr.Ibength and courage, than 
out of any necellity, they exfofed themfelves naked 
to the Ihowers of mow ; and. having pufhed through 
the ice and deep drifts of DnoV to the tops of ue 
mountainG, they put their broad fiuelds under them, 
and fo Hid dovm, in fpite of the broken rocks and vaft 
ftippely ddcents. ' 

When th^ had encamped near the rivfer, and tak- 
en a ^ew of the channel, they determined to iill it 
np^ Then they tore up the neighbouring hills, like 
the giants of old ; they pulled up trees by the roots j 
they broke off n^y rodcg, and rolled in huge heapK 
of eardu Thefe were to dam up the current. Other 
bulky materials befides thefe were thrown in, to force 
away the bridge, which being carried down the flream 
with great violence, beat againft the timber, and 
fliook the foundation. At the fight of this the Ro- 
man foldiers were ftruck with terror, and great part 
of than quitted the .camp and drew back. On this 
occaAon Catulus, like an able and excellent general, 
ihewed that he preferred .the glory of his country to 
his own. For when he found that he could not per" 
fuade his men to keep their poll, and that they were 
defening it in a very daftardly manner, he ordered 
his llandard to be taken up, and running to the 
foremoft: of the fugitives led them on himfelf ; 
choofmg rather that the difgrate fhouM fall upon 
him than upon his country, and that his foldiers 
fhould not feem to fly, but to folbw their gene* 
ral. . 

The barbarians now afiaulted and took the for- 
trefs on the other fide of the Atbefis : bu^ admiring 
the bravery of the garrifon, who had behaved in a 
manner fuitable to the glory of Rome, they difmiffed 
them upon certain conations, having firft made them 
fwear to them upon a brazen buU. In the battle 
-that followed, this bull was taken among the 
fpoils, and is f^d to have been carmd tQ,.Cata)tu't 
:'. - . houfe, 
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^ioufe, as &e(vft-^itt of the'ividsbry. Thecontt- 
tty at prefent being mtfaouc defence, the Cimbri 
Tprrad themfelvoi over it, and coounitted graat de- 
predations. 

Hereupon, Marius was called home. "Whea ht 
'anived, every fme expeiS^ that he would- triumph, 
'and the fenafie readily^pafled a decree for tbat.pui>- 
pofe. However' he dedined it; whether' it was, 
that lie vm unwUUng to deprive his men, -who liad 
Ibared in dt4 oaAger, of their part of the honoor, 
or that to oicourage the people i^ the prefent extre- 
mity, he cfaofe to eBtriut the glory of his fbrmer 
achievement's with the ibrtiine of Rome, in order 
to have it reftored to him with intaeft upon his 
next fucceTs. Havmg made an oration luitable t» 
the tinie, he went to join Catulus, who was much 
encouraged by his coming. He then irat for his 
army out of Gaul-, and when it was aTrived, he 
croned the Po, widi a defign to keep the barbarians 
from penetrating into the interior parts of Italy- 
But they deferred the cc«nbat, on pretence that they 
expeded the Teutones, and that they wonder^ at 
their delay ; either being really igncwant of tfadr ixte, 
or choofmg to feem vo. For they puniflied diofe 
who brougnt them that account with ftiipes i and 
fent to 3&. Marius for lands and cities, fufficient 
both for them and their bretlven. 'Wtjen M^as 
enquired of the amballadors who th^ brethren were, 
they told him the Teutones. ^ The affembly laughe^ 
and Marius replied in a taunting manner, h Do not 
■*• trouble yourfelves about, your brethren ;■ for they 
" have land enough, which we have already given 
- *' them, and they Oiall have it for ever.*' The 
ambafladors perceiving the irony, anfwered in {harp 
and fcurritpus terms, afluring him, *' That the Cini- 
•* bri would chaftife him immediately, and the Ten- * 
'* tones when they came." *' And diey. are not l«r 
*' off," Diid Marius ; " it will be very, unkind, 
there£»re, in you to go away without lalutti^ye«F, 
** brethren.*' 
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^ bntttrai.*'. At the' ftmo.^iu lie v4ar») di^ 
kings of the Tnttdnei t» bo brcnfgbt hm^U loadt^l a^ 

' diey were vith .duim c fpr Uiey w been ta^ by 
the Seqiuni, as they were endeavouring, to cfcape 
ever the Alpfc ' '' ■ 

. As fixm as the amhiSkdpfi had afftj^vnt^d ^ 
Cindiri vkh what bad i«fle«l> they PWCbcd dicQ^y 
j^amlt Marius, wl^o, at that limai l^y,^ ^nd ^^pt 
vithin his trenchei. It u reported JdHit m thi9'0!i;cE^ 
iioa he contrived a nev form hr fbs jst!el|i$s. .7 iU 
then they ufrd to iaftfR ih» ih»ft (p t^ifo^.^^d 
with two iron }Mns. But Harius ao^ If^ing one of 
tbem roDiun as it was* bad the oUier tq^^nout, and 
s weak woodoi peg put in its place*. 3y t^ CQn- 
trivance he intended, that whbn' the Jayelvv (truclf. in 
the enemy's flii^d, it iheuld not (fand right out } 
but that, the wooden peg broakingi and tlie iron 
I^ bending, the ihaft of the w^p^n {bould be 
draned upon ^ ^und, wbiU the pQiin.Jtifck &4 
in me fliidd. 

B<uotix» king of the Cimbri, cante aiow with a 
fmall party of borfe tq the Roman cagjp^ fud chal- 
lenged Marius to appcant the titn? attd place where 
they fliould n^eet and decide by arms, to vbqm t^p 
cowitry fhould belong. Mariu$ anfwered, " That 
4* the tcunans never coofulted ihsip enemies whep 
** 10 f^ht i however, he would induige thf Cimbri ip 
'* Aia ptunt" Accordingly Uiey agreed to %ht the 
&ird day after, and that the plain of VerceU^ 
flwuid be the field of battle, whtch waQ At for this 
Roman qavalry to aSt in, wd convemwt for the 
bari^riaoa to difplay their numbers. 

Both ptities kept their day, and dxvw up their 
fareea iavctagainft each other., Catulu« had und^ 
faia cnmmnd twenty thoufand and three hundred 
men: Uarius had thirty-two thon^nd. The latter 
were dnvn up in the two wings, and CatuUits was in 
dw centra Sylla, wha was prcfent in the bauk, 

^fi^mdkis account: and it it rqertcd, that. Mft* 



_iv,Coog[c 



CJdVS MARnrS. I4J 

ritts node tljis difpofidbn, in hopes of tffeaJ^og th« 
Ctinbrian battjilions yith the vings CHiIy, anjl lep^^p 
iog to himfelf and his foldlers the ^oaour of the 
viooiy, before C^tulus could have oj^onumtv to 
(omc up to the charge; it t>euig ufu^l in a larg^ 
fi'ont, for the wings tq advance baore the main body^ 
This is coniirnisd by the defence which C^tplus 
made of his qwn behaviour; in which he iofifted 
much on the maligfiaiu deiigns of M^rii^ itgaiaQ: 
him. 

TheCimbriaQ infantry marched out of their tr^^hes 
without soi&} 4nd formed fo afi to have thek flftn}^ 
equal to their front ; each fide of t^e fquare extefid- 
ii^ to thirty furlongs. Their cavalry, tp the ^^T^- 
ber of fiiteen thoufand, iifu^d forth \^ gre^t fpL^ido^ 
Their helmets reprefen^ed the hea(|s ^d 9PW 
jav$ of ftrange and frightful wild beaft^ * : on theff 
were fixed high plumes f, which ^ade the mefi »pr 
pear taller. Their breatl-plates were of poUSie4 
iron, and their {hields were white ^d glitt^riiig* 
Each n\an had two-e4ge4 darts to fight with at a 
tljftance, and 'when they cam^ hand to hand they 
ufed brpad and heavy fwr^s. Ib this engag^meot 
they did not fall dire^ly upon the front of the .Uo- 
mans, but wheeling tQ the right, they endeavoured 
by Mttle and little to enclolia the enemy bet>veen thera 
and their in£uatry, who were polled on the left. 
The Koinan generals peicejv^d (heir attfu) ^efign^ 
but vere npt able to reftrain their own men, Q^ 
happened to cry out, that (he enemy fied, and th^f 
all fet off Mpon the purf^t; In the qiean time, t^ie 
barbarian foot f^ame on, li^« a vaft fea.: Mariy; 
having purified, lifted his hands towards heavcip, 
and vowed an hecatomb to the gods ; and Catulus, 
in the fanie pofture, promifed to conTccrate a (^pl^ 
to the fonune of that day. As Marius ^aoifi^c^ q^ 

* n(*r*ft« ligoifiet tl^,buft or bud either pf nun or anifnsl; , 

t Aof^ «Tif«n;t or f /u^ inth/arm^axnaig, UtoMjaflttiif 
ofjctUMrt- 

this 
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this Dccaiten, it; 16 fkid that the entrails were na' 
fooner fliewn to him, Ihiin he cried out with a loud 
Voice, ** The vidory is mine.*' 

However, when the battle was joined, an accident 
happened, which, as Sylla writes*, appeared to be 
intended by Heaven to humble Marius. A prodigi- 
gious dull, it feems, arofe, which hid both armies. 
Marius moving firft to the charge, had the misfor- 
tune to mifs the enemy ; and having paffed by theit 
army, wandered about with his troops a long time 
m tfie field. In the mean time, the good fortune 
of Catnlus direded the enemy to him, and it was 
ills legions (in which Sylla tell us he fought} to 
■whofe lot the chief confiift fell. The heat of the 
veather, and the fun, which flione full in the faces 
of the Cimbri, fought for the Romans. Thofe bar- 
barians, bang bred in fliady and frozen countries, 
■ could bear the fevereft cold, but were not proof 
againft heat. Their bodies foon ran down with 
fweat ; they drew thdr breath with diificulty, and 
were forced to hold up their (hields to fliade their 
feces, indeed, this battle was fought not lobg after 
the fummer folftice, and the Romans keq> a feftival 
for it oh the third day of the calends of Auguft, then 
called Sextilis. The dufi:, too, which )iid the enemy, 
helped to encourage the Romans. For, as' they 
could have no diftinfl: \'iew of the vaft ' numbers of 
thdr antagonifts, they ran to the charge, and were 
<»me to clofe engagement before the fight of fuch 
multitudes could give them any impreflions of terror. 
'Befides, the Romans were fo urengthened by labour 
and exercife, that not one of them was obferved to 
iweet or be out of breath, notwithftandmg the fuf- 
focating heat and the violence of the encounter. So 
Citulus himfelf is faid to have written, in commenda- 
tion of his -foldiers. 

* If is a misfortune that CatuluVs hiftoty of his confulfhip, and 
a groater, that Sylla's cotBmenUrres are lo<l. 

The 
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¥lu greateft aad bcft piit of the ettemy's ttocpa, 
trcre cut to pieces upon the foot ; thofe who fought 
h the front ^tened themfelves together, by long 
coi^ run throusb thcii belts, to prevent their tzoks 
fram bemg broKea*. The Romans drove back die. 
foffSivts- to- their camp, where they found the moft. 
jhocking ;^>e6acle. The women ftan<^cig in tnouriK 
im W their carris^ee, killed th<^e that fled ; tbme,- 
ttelr luiftand&t fonM (heir brothers, others, their f^-: 
thers. They firangted their little cUMrm ivith their, 
own hwds, and threw tbem under the wheels and 
horfit^'feet. Laft of all they killed th«nfelves. They 
tefl ufr of jOQe that was kea flung frond the top of a 
wi^^iHii 'With a child banging at each heeL llie 
men, for want of trees, tied themfelves by the neck, 
ixa& to the harm of the oxen, .oth»s to their legs, 
aod then j»icked them on ; ttuit by the iUrthig of 
the beails they might be .ftrangled or torn to pieces* 
Bttf, though they were fo indumious to deftroy thyn- 
felves, above fixty thoufand wtye taken pTif(>netS, 
and the killed were fiud to have been twice the nuiun 
her. . , 

Marius's foldiers plundered the baggage ; but the 
other fpcHls, with the enfigns and trumpets, they tell 
tts, were brought tp tjie camp of Catulus ; and he 
. availed hin^elf chiefly of this, as a proof that the 
victory beloi^d to him. A hot difpute, it feems, 
arole between hk troc^ and thofe of Marius, which 
had therbeft claim; and the ambafladors from P4rmat 
who kq^)ened to be there, were chofen arbitrator?. 
CUhIub'k feldieEs kd them to the AeU of battle to 
lee the dead, and clearly proved that they were kill- 
ed by their ^velins, becauie Catulus had taken care 
to have the fliafts infcribed with his name. N$ver- 
riieleis» the whole honour of the day was aicribed to 

* lUtvnanab&nl cootrinnceto ke^ theirnntM. But they 
. intendc4 alfo Co hm Wub4 th«[ utifonfrs with th« G<ird» afui tb* 

Vol. III. I. Marias, 
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Marias, on account of his former viftofy, and fii* 
prefent authority. Nay, fuchwas the applaufe of the' 
■populace, that they called him the third founder of 
Rome, as having refcued her from a danget irot Ids' 
dreadful than that from the Gauls. In their rejoic- 
ings at home with their wives and children, at fupper 
they offered libations to Marios along with the gods, 
and would have given him alone the honour of both 
triumphs. He decfined this indeed, and triumphed , 
with datulos, being defirous to (hew his moderatida 
after fuch extraordinary inftances of fuccefs. Or per- 
haps he was afi^d of fome-oppofition from Catulus's 
foldiers, who might not have fuffered him to triuniph, 
if be had deprived thdr general of his ihare c^ the 
honour. 

Inthismanner hisfi^confulatewaspalTed. And now 
he afpired to a fixth, with mofe ardour thai any mail, 
had ever ftiewn for his firfl. He courted the people,, 
and endeavoured to ingratiate himfcif with the mean- 
eft of them by fuch fervile condefcenfions, as were 
not only unfuitabfe to his dignity, but even contrary 
fo his difpofition ; alTuming an air of gentlenefs and 
complaifance, fbr which nature never meant him. 
It is faid that, m civil a^rs ^d the tumultuous pro- 
ceedings of the populace, his -ambition had giv^i 
him an uncommon timidity. That intrepid finn- 
nefs which he difcovered in battle, ibrfook him in 
the aflemblies of the people, and the- leaft breat^i of 
praife or diilike difconcerted 'him in his addrds. 
Yet we are told, that when he had granted the free- 
dom of the city to a thoufand Camerians, who 
had dilUnguiihed themfelves by their behaviour in 
the wars, and his proceeding was found' fealtwitti 
as contrary to law, he faid, '^ The law- fimke 
*' too foftly to be heard amidft the din of arms." 
However, the noife that he dreaded, and which 
robbed him of his -prefence of tn^d, was that of 
popular aifemblies. Ip war he eafily obtained the 
higheft rank, becaufe th^ could not do without him ; 

but 
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but in the adminiftration he was fometimes in danger 
of loling the honours he folicited; In thefe cafes he 
had recouife to the [Partiality of the multitude ; and 
had no fcruple of making lus honefty fubfsment to. 
his ambition. j 

By thefe means he made himfelf obnoxious to. all ' 
the Patricians. But he -was moft airaid of Metellus^ 
whom he had treated -with ingratitude. -Befides, Me* 
telhis was a man, who, from a fjarit of true virtue,, 
was naturaKy an enemy 'to thofe who endeavoured 
to gain the populace by evil arts, and dire&ed aH 
their meafures to pleafe them. Marius, therefore, 
was very defiroasito get him out of the way. For 
tihis puTp<^e he aflbciated with Glaucias and Sa- 
turninus, two of the moft daring and turbulent men 
in Rome, who had the indigent and feditious part 
of the people at their command. By their aflift'- 
ance.he got feveral laws enaSed ; and having planted 
many of his foldiers in die affemblies, his.fadion 
prevaiied, and-Metellus was overborne.' . 

Rutitius *, in other refpeds a man of credit and 
veracity, but particularly prejudiced agaonft Mariusj 
tells us, he otAained his fixth confulate by large foms 
which he diflributed among the tribes,, and having 
thrown out Metelius by dint of money, prevailed 
with them to eleS Valerius Flaccus, rather his fer* 
vant than his colleague. The people had never before 
beftcwed fo many confulates on any one man, ex- 
cept Valerius Corvinus f. And there was this great 

• P. Bntifius Hufiis was conful the year before the fecond coff- 
fulihip of Marias. He wrote his own life in Latin, and a Rpinaii 
b'lftory in Greek. Cicero meotions him on feveral occafions, as a . 

man of hoaour and probity. He was exiled fix or feven years after 
. this fixlh roniiJKhip of Marius. Sylla would have recalled hiiri, . 
-bnt be refuted to return. 

f Valerius Corvinia was elefled cotiful, when he was only 
twenty-three years of age,' inthe year of Rome four hundred and 
- fix ; and be was appointed conful the £xth time in tfae year of 
. Kome fyxa hiindi)cd and fifty-t^o, 

"La "difference, 
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difierencx', that between tl^ &ft and &jtth confulauf 
of Corvinas, there was an interval of, £»ty-fiy« 
jeaxs; whereas Marius, after his GfiH, wafi carnet^ 
riu-oagh five more vithout iuterniptio?* Ipy oae tid^ 
of fortune. 

In the laft of- diefe lie expcfed KHifelf Jfl wn|ch 
^red, by abetting Satuminos in all hk eriiii^} 
particularly in his murder of NomtiiS," wbean. he flew 
becaide he -was his competitoT finr ttm triiuHi^ftfi^ 
Satorraiuis being a^ipointed tritntne- o£ 'lW p«of>I«^# 
jaropoTed an Agrarian law, in whkfa th,^e was 4 
daule expref&Iy providing^ " That the fanat^ fiKfuI4 
*^ come ^id fwear in fuU a&mUj', to con^v^ wfa^- 
'* ever the pecple fliould decree, and igot oppc^ 
*• them in any thing." Maiius in the (en^e -pietea^r 
ed, to declare againft this claufe, aSertii^. tha£, '* Hq 
" would never take foch- an oath, and th^ fafthfiT 
*' Ijeved no wife man would. . For^ fuppc^ng thif 
'^ law not a bad .one, it would be a difgrac^ u^^ 
- " fenate to be con^Hed to give &n£lici4 to ^ thiiur 
*' which they fhould be brought to onty Iff «l»icq 
" or perfualion." 

Thefe, however, were not Iw real featimentat ; 
but he wa& lading for Metelhis an unavoidable fnarfr, 
As to himfel^ lit reckoned that a great part of vir- 
tue and prudence ccHifiiled la (ffiSaii^tion, there- 
fore he made but liiaali account ccf his deejaxafioii 
in the fenate. Ac the Same time, knowing MebellW 
to be a man of immoveable firnoicfs^ lehOf with 
Rndar, efteemed Trvth the fpring of heroic t!irtue,he 
hoped, by refuling the oath him&l4 to dzaw ia bim 
to refufe it too; which would infallibly expole tfim, 
to the implacable refentment of the people, "tkc 
event anfwered his expe£tation. Upon Metelfus's 
declaring that he would not take tjie oath, the faiatp 
was difmiffed. A few days after, Saturtiinus fum- 
moned ihe fethers to aj^ear in the Forupj, and 
fweaf to that article, and Mariua made his appear> 
ance among the reft. A profeuBd &mcf o^ocd, 
. and 
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tXkS aff^ee««t«&Jttdapiiaiuiti,ivlisn,lBddihg adieu 
to the fine tl^gs he had laid in the fenate, he told 
th6 aiidi^iice, " That 'he «at not fo opinioQated, as 
*■ to pr^ead aMblutdy to prejudge a. matter of fucfa 
.^ infperttoce, and therefore he would take the oath, 
** and keep die law too, provided it was a law." 
Tilts proTJfo he added, n»erely to give a colour to 
hisin^udence, aiid wasfworn imriiediatdy *. 

Tile peoj^e, charmed with his compliance, exprefi^ 
cd tfaeir feme of it in loud acciamationG ; white the 
^tricRtns were abafhed, and held his double dea£ng 
.in dte higfadt deteftatioti. lodmidated by the peo> 
]^e, ihey took. the oath, however, in their order, 
t31 it caiae to MeteUas. But Metelius, though his 
j&iends exhorted and entreated him to be conformable, 
'xnd'Bot expofe himfelf to thcde dreadful penalties 
'wfakh ^atuniiaui had provided for fuch as refufed, 
flirunk not &om tlie dignity of his reiblubon, nor 
took the oath. Tlutt great man abode by his prin- 
fjples ; be was ready to faffer the greateft calamities, 
rather' than do a dilhonouraUe oiing ; and as he 
quitted the Forunij he fud to thrfe about him, *' To 
** do an in a^Hon, is bafe ; to do a good one, which 
*' involves you in no danger, Js nothing more than 
•* common : but it is the property of a good maij, 
** to do great and good things, though he rifques 
** erery thing by it." 

. Saturninus then caufed a decree to be made, that 
the confuk Ihould decl^% Metetlus a perfon inter- 

• TbuB Ma^ius made the firft ficp towards the ruin of the Ro-' 
SUQ conltjtvttoii, which happened net long after. If the fvnale 
were to fweai to confirm whatever the people ftioiild decree, whether 
bad or good, they ceafed fo have a weight in the fcale, and the go- 
vernment became a democracy. And, as the people giew fo corrOpt 
ai to take th£ h)^c& price that was ottered them, abfolute power 
mud be adyaocing wit^ hally firidea. Indeed, a nation which has 
no pliaciple of public virtue left, is riol fit to be govertied by any 
other, 
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(U£led the. life of fire aad vritex, whom no naii 
fhould admit into his boufe. And the meanell of 
the people adhering to that party, were ready even 
to affalSnate him. The nobitityt now anxioiis for 
MetelluE, ranged themfelves on his fide; but he 
would fufferno fedition onhis account. Inftead of 
that, he adopted a wife meafurej which was to leave 
the city. *' For," faid he, " either matters will take 
'* a better turn, and the people repent and recal 
" mci or if they remain the fattie, it.will be beft tq 
*' be at a diftance from Rome." What regard and 
what honours were paid Metellus during his banifh- 
ment, and how he lived at Rhodes in (be ftudy of 
philofophy, it will be more cbnvenient to mention 
in his life. 

Marius was fo highly obliged to Saturninus for 
this lail: piece of fervice, .that, he; wasforced tocou- 
nive at him, though he now ran out into every a& 
of infolence and outrage. He did not confider that 
he was giving the reins to a deftroying fury, who was 
making his way in blood to abfolute power and the 
fubverfion of the ftate. All this while Marius was 
defirous to keep fair with the nobility, and at the 
■fame time to retain the good graces of the people i 
and this led him to ad a part, than which nottung can 
be conceived more ungenerous and deceitful. One 
night fome of the firft men of the ftate came to bis 
houfe, and preffed him to declare againft Saturninus j 
but at that very time he let in Saturninus at another 
door unknown to them. Then pretending a diforder 
in his bowels, be went froin one party to the other j 
and this trick he played feveral times crver, ftilJ ex~ 
afperating both againft each other. At laft the fenate' 
and the equeftrian order rofe in a body, and exprcfled 
their indignation in fuch ftrong terras, that he was 
obliged to fend a party of foldjers into the ForHm^ to 
fupprefs the fedition. Saturnius, Glaucias, and the 
reii of the cabal, fled -into the capitol. There they 
yere befieged, and at laft forced to yield for want 

of 
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ciinitert die pipes being cut. off. Whenthey could 
hold out DO l6nger they called for Marius, and fur* 
rendered thetnfelTcs to him upon ths public l^th. 
He.tried every art xt> fave them, but nothing would 
avail ; they no fooner came down into the Forum^ 
. &aa they .were, all put to the fword*. He was now 
become equally odious both to the nobility and the 
commons, fo that when the time for the election of 
cenfoxscame-on, contrary to expedation, he declined 
(Offering bimfelf, and permitted others of lefs note t6 
be chofen. But though it was his fear of a repulfe 
that made him fit ftill, he gave it another colour; 
pretending he did not choofe to make himfelf ob- 
noxiojus to the poiple, by a fevere infpcSion iiuo 
their lives and manners. 

- An edi^ was now propofed for the recal of 
MeteUus..' Marius oppofed it with all his power, 
but ' finding bis endeavours fruitlefs, he gave up 
tbe point, and the people pafied the bill with 
pleafure. Unable to bear the %ht of Metetius, 
h^ contrived to take a voyage to Cappadocia and 
.GjUatia, under pretence or oiiering fbme facrifices 
which he had vowed to the mother of the gods. 
But he had another re^dbn which was not known to 
die people. Incapable of makii^ any figure in peace, ' 
and unverfed in political knowledge, he faw that all 
^his greatnefs arofe from war, and that in a ftate 
,of inadlton its lullre began lo fade. He, therefore, 
ftudied to raife new commotions. If he could but 
ftir up the Afiiitic kings, and particularly Mithri- 
dates, who feemed mofl inclined to quarrel, he hoped 
foon to be appointed general agaiiiCl him, arid to hav^ 
an opportunity to fill the city with new triumphs, as 
well as to enrich his own houfe with the fpoils of 
.Pontus and the wealth of its monarch. For this reafon, 
.though Mithridates treated him in the politelt and 

^ ^ Tjjie people defpatched them with clubs and Aonca. 
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moft refpe^lul manner, be was not in Ae lotft mdU 
ISiec], but addrefled him in the following terms— 
*^ Mithridates, your bufinefs is, either to reod^ 
*' yoifrfelf more powerful than the Romans, or to 
*• fubmk ''qaietly to their ccwunands." The kia^ 
was quite ainazed. He had often heard ef the liber- 
ty of fpeech that prevailed among th^ RqniiWi*, bt* 
that was the firft time he experienced it. 

At his return to Rome he built a houfe near the 
Forum; either for the convenience of thtrfe wiift 
wanted to wait cm him, which was the te^ba he 
afligned: or becaufe he hoped to hare 2 ^eater 
'^oncourle of people at his gates. In tias, however, 
he was mifl:aken. Ho had not tbt^e graces of con.; 
verfation, that engaging addrefs, which others were 
mafters of; :uid therefore, like a mere ifflpleraent 
«f war, he was negle^ed in time of pe»ce. He xraq 
■not fo much concerned at the preference g^en to 
ethers, but that which SyUa had gmned a^Sed 
him exceedingly ; becaufe he was rifing by means rf 
the envy which the Patricians bore him, and ias firft 
-ftep to the adminiftration was a quarrel with hins; 
But wheil BocchuE, king of Numidia, now declared 
an ally of the Romans, ere£ted in the capitol fotne 
'figures of Vidory adonied with trophies, and placed 
by them a fet of golden ftatues, ^hich repFefeiite4 
him detiveriiig Jugurtha into the h^nds of £>yUa, 
Marius was almoft diftrafted. He confidered this as: 
an a£t by which Sylla wanted to rob him of the gloiy 
of his achievements, and prepared to demolifh thofc 
monuments by force. Sylla, on his part, as ftrenii-. 
oufly oppofed him. 

This fedition was jufl upon the point of flaming 
out, when the imr of the Allies * intervened, and 
put a ftop to* it. The moft warlike and moft popu- 
lous nations of Italy ccmfpired againfl Rome, aad 

• This was alfo called the Martian war. It broke out in th|j 
fix hundred and iixty-fecond year of Rome. 
■ * V(d.FLoB.L.tii. C.18. 

were 

L:,.i,-z__iv,C.OOg[c 



CAIUS MAWUS. 153 

were not &r from fubrerting the empire. Thdr 
ftrength eonfifted not cmly in the weapons and va- 
lour <^riieir foldiers) but in the courage and cscp^ 
thy of thdr geqcrats, who w»e not inferior to tbnife 
of Rome, 

This war, fo remarkabie for the iwimber of battla 
snd th(^ variety of fortune that attoided it, ladded a9 
much to the reputatioH of Sylla,' as it ditnimibed 
that of Marius, "The latter now feemed Rov/ in his 
jittaqks, as well as dilatory in his rdblutions ; whe- 
ther it were that age had quenched his martial heat 
and vigour (for he was now above fixty-five yeatm 
old), or that, as he himfelf feid, his nerves being 
weak, and his body unwieldy, he underwent the fa^ 
tigues of war, which were in faft above his ftrength,' 
merely upon 3 point of honour. However,' he beat 
the enemy in a great battle, wherein he killed at leaft 
fix thoufand of them, and through the whole he ■ 
took care to ■ give them no advantage over him. 
Nay, he fuSered them to draw a line ^xiut him, to 
lidicule, and challenge him to the combat, without 
being in the leaft concerned at it. it is rq»rted, 

- that when Pompedius Silo, an officer of -the greatelt 
eminence and 'aothority among the alliee, fadd t» 
him, ** If you are a great gaieral, Marius, come 
'** down and fight tra ;" be anftrered, " If yon arc 
** a great general. Silo, make me tome down a»i 
*• fight." Another time,' when the enemy gave the 
Romans a good opportunity of attacking them, xnil " 
they were afraid to embrace it, after both parties 
were retired, he called his foldiers together, and made 
this fliort fpeech to them — " I know not which tft 
*' call the greateft cowards, the enemy or you)f 
** for ndther dare they face your backs, nor yof 
♦* theirs." Af!a_ft-, pretending to be incapaciutei 
■for the fervice by hk infirmities, he laid down the 
command. 

Yet when the war with the confederates drew to 
ia end, aad feveral ippiications were made, through 

the 
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the popular orators, for the command againfl: MU 
thri^tes, the tribune Sulpitius, a bold and daring 
-man, contrary to all expedation, brought forth Ma- 
jius, and nominated him proconful and general in 
the Mithridatic war. The, people, upon this, were 
^divided, feme accepting Marius, while others called, 
for Sylla, and bade Marius go to the warm bathe of 
Baias &T cure, fiuce, by his own confeffion,' he was 
<|uite worn out with age and defluxions. It Ifems, 
Marius had a fine villa zt Mifenum, more luxurtoufly 
aind efieminatety furnifhed, than became a man who 
had been st the head of fo many armies, and had 
direded fo many campaigns. Cornelia ie f^d to have 
-bought this houfe for feventy-iive thouJand drachmas; 
yet, no long time after, Lucius Lucullus gave for 
« five Iiuivdred thoufand two hundred : to fuch a 
height did exppnpe ^nd luxury rife in the coorfe of a 
lew years. 

MUrius, however, affeiUng to Ihake off the infir- 
mities pf age, went every day into the Campus Mar^ 
tius -y where he took the niofl: robuft exercifes along 
with the young men, :«id fliewed hjmfelf nimble in 
Jiis arms, and adive on horfeback, though his years 
had now made him heavy and corpulent. Some were 
pleafed with thefe thii^s, and went to fee the fpirit 
Ite exerted in the exercUes. But the more fenfible 
£>rt of peopk, when they beheld it, could not help 
pitying the avarice and ambition of a man, who, 
(bough raifed from poverty to opulence, and from 
.the mealteft condition to greatpefe, knew not how to 
fet bounds to his good fortune. It (hocked them to 
<hiBk,; that this man, inltead of being happy in the 
ftdtiiiration he had 'gained, and oijoying his prefent 
poffeffions, in peace, as if he were in want of all 
things, was- going, at fo great an agp, and aftef fo 
:jnany honours and triumphs, to Cappadocia and the 
Euxine fea, to fight with Archelaus and Neoptole- 
Tnu9, the lieutenants of Mithridates. As for the rea- 
jf9» which .Mariue aiTigned tor this ftep, namely, th^ 
■ t' J 'he 
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he vanted himfelf to train up his Ion to war, h was 
perfeaiy trifling. 

The commonwealth had been fickly for fome lime, 
and now her diforder came to a crifis. Marius had 
.found a fit inilrument for her ruin in the audacky of 
Sulpitius. A man who in other refp&s admired' 
and imitated Satuminos, but considered him as too 
timid and dilatory in his proceedings. Determined 
to commit no fuch error, he got fix hundred men of 
the equeftrian order about him, as his guard, whom 
he called his Anti-fenate, 

One day, while the confuls • were holding an af- 
fembly of the people, Sulpitius came upon them with 
his affaflins. The confuls immediately fled, but he 
feized thefon of one of them, and killed him on 
the fpot. Syila (the other confiil) -was purfued, but 
efcaped into the houfe of Marius, which nobody 
thought of; and when the purfuers were gone by, 
it is xsiA that Marius himfelf let him out at a back 
' gate, from whaice he got fafe to the camp. But 
Sylla, in his Commentaries, denies that he fled to the 
houfe of Marius. He writes, that he was taken 
tliither to debate , about certain edifts, which they 
wanted him to pals againft bis will : that he waa 
furrounded with drawn fwords, and carried forcibly 
to that houfe, and that at lafl: he was removed from 
thence to the Forum^ where he was compelled to re- 
voke the order of vacation t, which had been ifliied 
by him apd his colleague. 

Sulpitius, now carrying all before him, decreed 
the command of the army to Marius j and Mariua 
preparing for his march, fent two tribunes to Sylla, 
with orders that he Ihouid deliver up the army to 

• Sylla anU Pompei\is Rufus were confuls. It was the fon of 
(he latter thai waa ilain. 

-(■ If that, or^r had not been revokedi no pnblic bufinefs could 
JiiTC been done ( conlequently Marius could not have been ap^ 
pointed to the comtnanc] againl^ Mitbri4ates. 

them. 



.IV, Google 



*56 PLUTARCH'S LIVES. 

^^em. -But Sylla, inftead of refigning hk charge^ 
" animated his troops to revenge, and led thera, to die 
number of thirty thoufand foot, and 6ve thoufuid 
faorfe, direftly againft Rome. As for the tribunes 
whom Marius had fent to demand the army of Sylla, 
they fell upon them and cut them in pieces. ■ Ma- 
rius, on the other hand, put to death many of Sylla's 
- friends in Rome, and proclaimed liberty to all ^aves 
that would take up arms in his behalf. But, we are~ 
told, jhere utre bat three that accepted this ofier, 
"He could therefore make but a flight refiilance i 
Sylk-foon entered the city, and Marius was forced 
to fly for his life. 

As ibon as he had quitted Rome, he was abah^ 
doned by thofe that had accompanied him. Thsy 
difperfed themfelyes as they could; and night coming 
OQ, b^ retired to a little houlc he had near Rome^ ' 
called Saloriium, Thence he fent his fon to fome 
neighbouring farms of his ^ther-in-law Mutius, ta 
provide neceflaries. However, he did not wait for 
his return, but went down to Oftja, where a friend of 
tiis^ .called Nun^erius, had prepared him a Ihip, and 
embarked, having with him only Granius, his wife's 
fon by a former hulband. 

When young Marius had reached his grandfather's 
efl:ate, he haftened to colled fuch things as he -wanted, 
and to pack them up. But before lie could make 
on end, he was overtaken by day-light, and was oear 
being difcovered by the enemy ; for a party of hocle 
had haftened thitheri on fufpicion that Maiius might 
be lurking thereabouts. The bailiff of thofe grounds 
got fight of them ip time, and hid the young matl 
in a cart-load of beans. Then he put to hjs teani, 
and driving up to the party of horfemen, pafled on to 
Rome. Thus youog Marius was conveyed to his 
wife, v<ho fupplied him with fome neceflaries ; annj ■ 
as foon as it grew dark, he made for the fea, where 
finding a Ihip ready to fail for Africa, he embarked, 
,:ind pafied over to that country. ■ 
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In Ae meui thne, the elder Marius with a ^vcmr- 
aUc gale coafted Italy. But beu^ airald of fUling 
into the hasds qf Geminius, a leading man in Tar- 
aeist, vAa was his profeffed enemy, he direded the 
nariaeis to luep cleac of that ^ce. The mariners 
vere willing enough to oblige him ; but, the wind 
fluftiDg on a &dden» and blcning hard irom Tea, they 
were a&aid' i^xy ihould not be able Co weather thft 
fioTKL Be6dec, Mariua Tvas iiidifpofed and fea-fick : 
they goncladed therefore to make land, and with 
great difficulty got to Circarum. There finding- that; 
tfa£ tcTDpeil increafed, and Uieir ptrovifions began ta> 
ia^ibey went on fhore, and wandaed up and downf 
diey knew, not whither. Such is the method takea 
by fierfons in great perplexity ; they Ihun the prefent 
as th? greateft evil, and feek for hope in the dark. 
ewnts of futurity. The land was their enemy, tha 
fca was Che ftme : it was dangerous to meet with 
men ; it was dai^erous alfo not to meet with them,. 
ki0Qiufe of their extreme want of provifions. In the- 
. eveoiog they met with a &w herdfmeo> who had 
nociwig to give them-, but haj^ning to know Ma- 
rius, they dcfired he would. immediately qiul thofe 
pwtSy for a little before they had feen a number c^ 
korfe ujKin that very fpct riding about in fearch of 
him. He was now involved in alt manner of diitrefs,, 
and thofe about him ready to give out through hun- 
g«r. In this extremity he turned out of the road^ 
and threw hjmfelf into a thick wood, where he palTed 
ihe ni^ht in great aaxlety. Nezt day in diftrcfs for 
want M refreuimcnt, and willing to make ufe of the 
tittle Qrcngth he had, before it quite forfook him,' 
he moved down to the fea fide. As he went, he encou- 
Mged; hi& companions not to defert him, andearneftly 
tntrcaited them to wait for the accomplifhment of. hi^ 
brifchope, for which he referved himfelf, upon the 
credit of fewne oW prophefies. He told them, tha( 
when he was very young, and lived in the country, . 
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an eagle's nefl: fell into his lap, with fevm youflg 
ones in it *. His parents, furprifed at the fight, ap- 
plied to tile diviners, who answered, that their ton 
would be the moH ilhilirious of meR, and that he 
would feven tinted attain the higheft office and- ati- 
tbority in his country. 

Some fay, this ha<d afhially happened to Manns ; 
others are of opinion, that the perfons who ■were then 
about hirn, and he^rd him relate it, on that as well 
as leveral other occafions, during his exile, gave 
credit to it, and committed It to writing, diough 
nothing could be more fabulous. For an eagle has 
mot more than two young ones ac a time. Nay, 
even Mufseus is accufed of a faife affertion, when he 
fays. The eagle latin three eggs, fits on ttoo, end 
■ hatches but one. Hcvever this may be, it is agreed 
on all hands, that Msrius, daring his banifiiment, and 
in the greateft extremities, often faid, " he fliould 
" certainly come to a feventh confulfliip." 

They were now not above two miles and a half 
from the city of Minturnre, when they effaed at 
fome coniiderabit diltance-a troop of horfe making 
towards them^ and at the fame time happened to fee 
two barks failing near the fliore. They ran down, 
therefore to the Tea, with all the fpeed and ftrength 
they had ; and when they had reached it, plunged in, 
and fwam towards the fhips. Ganius gained one of 
them, and pafied over to ah opposite ifluid, called 
.^naria : as' for Marius, who was very heavy and 
unwieldy, he was borne with much difficulty by two 
fervants above the water, and put into the other Aup. 
TTie party of horfe were by this time come to the 
fea fide, from whence they called to the {hip's crew, 
either to put aftiore immediately, or elfe to throw 
Marius overboard, and then they might go where 
they pleafed. Marius begged of them with tears to 
fave him ; and the mafters of the vefTel, after confuk- 

• Marius Tnight- as welt gTail himrelf mf thi« fable, as of the 
p(0{>hccies of Martha. 
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fag together a few moments, in wMch they changed 
their oplnious' feveral timeSj lefolved to make anfwer 
"That they'wDold not deliTer up Marius.'* Upon 
rius, thfe Ibldiers' rode off in a great rage ; and the 
laifors, foon departing from their refolution, made . 
for land. TTieycaft anchor in the mouth of the ri- 
ver Liris, where it overflows, and forms a marfh, 
and advifed Mafius, who was much haralTed, to ga 
and reirefli himfelf on (hore, tiil they could get 
a bettet wind. This they faid would happen at H. 
certain hour when the wind from the fca would fell, 
and that from the tnarfhes rife. Marius believing 
(fiem, they helped him afhore; and he feated him- 
felf on the grafs, little thinking of what was going 
JO befat him. For the erew immediateiy went om 
board again, weighed anchor, and failed a\vay ; think- 
ing it neither honourable to deliver up Marius, nor 
fitfe to proteft him. 

■ Thus deferted by all the world, he Cit a good 
white on the fliore, in fdent ftupefaftion. At length 
recovering himfelf with much difficulty, he rofe and 
waited in a dlfconfokte manner through thofe wild 
and devious places, till, by fcrambling over deep 
bogs and ditches full of water and mud, he came to 
the cottage of an old man who worked in the fens. 
He threw hirfifelf at his feet, and begged him *' to 
*' fave and flielter a man, who, if he efcaped the pre- 
** fent danger, would reward him far beyond his 
*' hopes." The cottager, whether he knew him be- 
fore, or was then moved with his venerable afped, 
told him, ** his hut would be fufficient if he U-anted 
*' only to repofe himfelf; but if he was wandering 
** about to elude the fearch of his enemies, he would 
" hide him in a plaCe much fafer and more retired," 
Marius defiring him to do fo, the poor man took 
him into the fens, and bade him hide himfe(f in a 
hollow place by the river, where he laid upon him 

a qtiahitity of reeds and other light things, that would 
cover, but not opprefs him. 

In 
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In a ihort iime, bowerer, he w^ dUlurbed vath a 
tumultuous noiTe from the cottage. 'For Gemimus 
had fent a number of men from Tarracina in pur- 
fuit of him i and one party coming that way, loudly 
threatened the old man, for having entertained and 
concealed an enemy of the Romans. Marius, upon 
this, quitted the cave ; and having ilript himfelil 
plunged into the bog, amidA the thkk water ana 
mud. This expedient rather difcovered than fcreen- 
eii him. They hauled him out naked, and covered 
with dirt, and carried him to Minturn^e, where they 
delivered him to the mag^ftrates. For proclamatioii 
had been made through all thofe towns tlwt a ge- 
neral fearch fhould be made for Marius* and that n« 
fliould be put -to death, wherever he was foundr 
The magiftrates, however, thought proper to cofir 
fider of it, mid fent him under a guard to the houfe 
of Fannia. This woman had an inveterate averfion tQ 
Marius. When ftie was divorced from her hufband 
Tinnius, ihe demanded her whole fortune, which was 
confiderable, and Tinnius alleging adultery* the 
otufe -was brought before Marius, who was then con,- 
fiil for the fixth time. Upon the trial it appeared, 
diat Fanm'a was a woman of bad-feme befc«-e her mar- 
riage ; and that Tinnius was no ftranger to her cha- 
racter when he married her. Befides he had lived 
with her a confiderable time in the Hate of matri- 
mony. The conful, of courfe, reprimanded thenfi 
both. TTie hufband was ordered to reftore his wife's 
fortune, and the wife, as a proper mark of her dit 
grace, was fentenced to pay a mie of four drachmas. 
. Fannia, however, forgetful of female refentment, 
entertained and encouraged Marius to the utmofl: qf 
her power. He acknowledged her generofity^ and 
9t the fame time exprefled the greateit vivacity axiA 
confidence. The occafion of this was an aufpTcious 
omen. When he was conduced to her houie, a§ he 
a|)proached, and the gate was opened, an au came 
out to drink at a neighbouring fountain. The animal, 

with 
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1^ a vivadty uncon\mon to its foeci^s, fixed its' 
eyes ftedfaft)y on Marius, then brayed aloud, and as 
h faSed him, jkipped wantonly along. The conclu- 
fioQ which he drew irom this omen was, that the gods 
meant he fliould feek his fafety by fea ; for that it 
Wag not in confequence of any natural thirft, that 
the afs went to the fountain *. lliis circumftance he 
m«ntioned to Fannia, and having ordered the door of 
bis clmmber to be fecured, he went to reft. 

However, the magiArates and coundl of Mhi- 
tumse concluded that Marius Jhould immediately be 
put to death. No citizen would undertake this 
office ; but a dragoon, either z Gaul or a Cimbrian 
(for both are mentioned in hiftory), went i^ to him, ' 
Afford ia hand, with an intent to difpatch him. The 
chamber in which he lay was fomewhat gloomy, 
and a light, they tdl you, glanced from the eyes of 
liariuB, which darted on the fece of the alfeffin ; 
' while at the fame tinqe, he heard a folemn voice fay- 
mg, *' Doft thou dare to kill MarJus?" Upon thi« 
^ ^[alfin threw down his fword, and fled, crj'ing 
*' r caimtit kill Marius." The people of ^inturns 
were ftruck with aftoniOiment — ^pity and remorfe 
cnfued— fliould they put to death the preferver of ■ 
Italy? was it not even a'difgrace to them that they 
did not contribute to his relief? " Let him go," fajd 
they } '* let the eaile go, and await his deltiny ia 
** f{«ne other region ! it is time we fliould deprecate 
*^ the anger of the gods, who have refufed the poor, 
" the a^«d watiderer, the Common privileges of 
** hofpitaKty !" Under the inflaaice of this eiithu- 
(laf», they immediately conduced him td the fea- 
ceaA. Yet in the midft of their officious expedition 
they met with fome delay. The Marician grove, 
wfech they hold facred, and fuier nothing that enters 
it to be removed, lay munediately in their way. 

' AH that waa estraordinaiy in tbif ctrconftaMB was, that the 
kTs, like the Ibicf), b fcUum vxxx ts driolB. 
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Gonfequently they could not paCi through it, and to 
go round it would be tedious. At lalt an old aiaa o£ 
the company cried out, that no place, however re- 
ligious, was inacceflible, if it could contribute to the 
prefervation -of Marius. No fooner.had he laid this, 
than he took fome. of the baggage in his hand, and- 
marched through the place. The reft followed with 
the fame alacrity, and when Marius came to the fea^ 
coaft, he found a veflel provided for him by one 
Belseeus. Some time after he prefented a pifture re- 
prefenting this event to the tanple of Marica *. 
When Marius fet fail, the wind drovg him to the 
liland of .^jierta, where he found Granius and fome 
other iriends, and with them he failed for Africa. 
Being in want of fr^ water, they were obliged to 
put in at Sicily, where the Roman quieftor kept fuch " 
ftriO: watch, that Marius very narrowly efcaped,- and 
no fewer than fixteen of the watermen were idlled. 
From thence he immediately failed for the ifland of 
Meninx, where he firft heard thwhis fonhadefcaped 
with Cetbegus, and was gone to implore the fuccour 
of Hiempfal, king of Numidia. This gave ' him 
fome encouragement, and immediately he ventured 
for Carthage. 

The Roman governor in Africa was Sextilius. 
He had neither received favour nor injury from Ma- 
rius ; but the exile hoped for Ibmething from hhs 
pity. He was juft , landed with, a few pf hie men, 
when an oiScer came and thus addrelTed him : " Ma- 
** rius, I ■ coniLe ■ from, the Prsetor Sextihas, to tell 
" you, that he forbids you to fet foot in Africa. If 
'* 'you obey nOt, he will fupport the fenate's deci;ee, 
*' and treat yo'u'as apublic eneniy." Marius, upoi| 
hearing this, was .ftfuck.dumb with grief and indig- 
nation. He uttered not a word for fome tiqie, but 
ftood regarding the officer with^a menacing ai^Jcft 
At length, the "ofEcer alked him,' what anfwer he 
• Virgil mendoiu Ihis nymf^i, ^n. 7. 

^Et lyoipha gcnitum. Laureate &Ivic«. 

ftpuld 
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ftioiild c«rry to the governor. *' Go, and tell hfan," 
fsad the unfortunate nun« Math afig^, " that ihou 
** haft &Ai the exiled Marias fitting on the. ruins of 
'■• Carthage*/' Thusi iathe happieft maniler in the 
'worid, heprop'ofed thefiiteof that dtyj and hisioim,. 
as Warnings to the praetor. l: 1 

- In the mean time, Hiempfal, Idn^ of Nutnidiaj' 
-was unrdbhred how to ad Wh rd(pcd rm< yauDg 
Manus. ' He treated' hinr in' an honourable nieifner; 
at his court, but vhene^er-he defired-^vc'td de^' 
part, found iame -preteacc' or other,. to ndet^n him. 
At the fame time 'ii was- plain, ' that thefe delays did 
BOt proceed from^anyintaitioa of-ilerving hint '.An. 
aoddent^ thbweier, fet. tnoi. fxeeJ^ Ihe .yqabg"ii|Bii' 
vas-handfonie. - One of. the king's ^ebnoabinesriivBV 
' idlc^iedwith bis misfortunes; .Pity.ioQit tumednto: 
love. At ittft he rejeded the ' votnai^s adv&nces :! 
bat wiien he law nojotl^ way togai^ his liberty^) 
and found that. her Vegondsi ware rather delicate tlu» 
grols, he accepted t&e tender of' her. heart ; andbyi 
her means efoqud'Witli' hi? friendsjr and'camsLtD b^ 
father.- ■'',>:■. .■ J :■;' 

■ Aft^ thefitft falirtationsi a&theymallded albi^ the 
fliore, they faw twd fcoipions^ ti^ting^ This: ap- 
peared ltd Mmios anill omen; theyweiil, therefore^ 
gn board a filhing-boat, and made for Ceccina, an- 
iQand not fardlft^t from the continent. They were 
icuce got out: to'fea, when they faw a party of the 
kjng's hotie . OS full fpeed towards the . place where, 
they^- embarked : fo that Marias thought he neva 
efcaped'a more inlbht dai^er. 
' He 'was now informed, that while Sylla was'eii- 
ga^ed in' Boeoda with the lieutenants of Mkhridatesvi 
a'qUurel t»d h^pened between the eonfuls at'Ronist»i 
atul'tbat tbey had recour£e.to arms. ' Odavius having' 

r"*? There (3 not, perh'qM, .any 'thing nobter, <Jr a'gtejtterprdof of 
genio», tbwj this faying, in Marius'a whole life. ., , . 

' t The year of Borne fi66, and eighty-five years before Chljft. ' 
CiliiMwasfornciUing theexHes, and OAavhis was agaio^ !'■ 

■■•■■••. Ma, ■■ - the 
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tttB advantage drove out Ciima, ivho wu vxt^ zt 
ahfblutc povr^r, aid appoaBtcd Contebm M&vJa 
conful ia bit room. Ciaha cwlleftsd foicct i& otJber 
ai of Italj, aad, ^naiDtauun) the war againft tbffik 
iriua, opot^ dus nevs, deternuaed to hal^ca ^ 
Ckma. He took with him ftoae Mvai&an .b«r& 
which he'had lorieii iit Ahka^ ^ a li»r. «thais ikat 
ijwce come ta him inrta. Italy, in all xtot anountny^ 
to ibove a ttmufand mea, and'^nth this banditti be^ 
gan hit Toyagc His aniTed at a' poet of Tuiioany 
callad TeUmoB, and as fooit as 1^ ivu lawkd, pvo^ 
claimfd liberty to 'the flava. The name, of Maiiua. 
brAugbf down namfcon of homvaLtoOt buflaadnmi* 
ih^erds, and fitch tike, to the ihaM ; Afe ahbA ^ 
vhich he enM«d, and in a fliort time Iwd a grcia4' 
aonny on foot, vi^ vhich lie fiUsd hwy ihtpi. Hft 
knew OSavJut to be a man o£ good punciples, sod 
difpofed ta govern agceeably ta joftice ; hui Ciam, 
wa& obnoxbua to hia eneiny Sylla, and. at that 
time ia 9pen war againft tlie efiabliJhsd gosetrafteat* 
He Tciblrai, therelote, to join Ginna with aU h^ 
forces. Accordingly, be fent to acquaint him, that 
he confidered him as conful, and was ready to obey 
lu$ commands. Cinna accq>ted his ofler, declai!ed 
him ptoconful, and fent him ihcjit/ca and otfaer 
enilgnt of authority. But Marius dodihed them* 
ailing that inch pomp, did not becoma, his ruined 
fortunes. InHead of that, he votie a moaagvnuait^ 
and.let his hair grow as it had done frotn me da^ 
of ' bis exile. lie was now, indeed, upnai^-o£ 
feventy years old, but he walked with a pace afie^ 
»dly flow. This appearance was intoidnd to exdte 
cou^Kiffion. Yet his native fiercenefs, and fomethine; 
more, might be diiUnguilhed amidi): all this Look cw 
tpifery ; and it was evident that be wa& nncfo mudi. 
humbled, as exafperated, by his misfortones. 

When he had faluted Cinna, and made a fpeech 
to the army, he immediately be^in his operations, - 
uid (oqh cl^»g«d the £ice of aloirs. Jfl the £rft_- 

place, 
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jiAacfe, he ciit oflF the eii6iny*8 convoys with hii flfe«i 
i)lui3d«r,6d tfabir ftore fhips, and mide hlftifelf niaftet 
of the brftiid-corh. in the next piace, he coftfted 
aloti^, and Teized the fea-port totfns. At hkftr,> dftiA 
Jliaf *as betrayed to Hm. He ^Hla^ the to*n, 
fle* moft of the Jhhabkants, and threw i tridje ovet 
the Tlftet, to present the carrying of any provifibns 
to Home by fca- Then he marched to Rome, and 
pftfttfl hiiftfflif ujibtt the hill called Jaiiictrfm«. 

Meati wMle, <hc caufe did net fiiffer fo touch by ' 
tile incapacity of. Odaviui* as by his- attxious itftd 
Tofifedbhabte Attdnitrti to the IzvrL Tot when many 
of his frhmds adfifcd hhn to enffaiicMfe At fiavej, 
iui ^id, *' He Would not gtalit fuch pirfOUi the 
••freedom of that cityi in d^ncft of wliofe conftilil- 
*' tlon he flwt oat Marius." 

But uprai the arriral of MeteUui, the fon of that 
Mettftw wh6 cottihttoded in the Africair in^, and 
*a aftertfards banilhed by Matiiis, the army within 
dm ^t^h .leaving Odams, zp^si to him^ as the 
.betted bfficWj^and entreated him to ftdte the com-, 
mand ; adding, that they Ihould ^ght and conquer, 
Whcfl drey bad got an abk and adire eenerdL Me- 
teUus, howefer, rejeSed their fUit with indignation, 
diid bade &em go back to the conAiI ; inilead of 
which,- they went orer to the enetny. At the fame 
fttee Mfet^oB withdrew, giving ap the chy for 
bft. • ■ 

As for Odavios, he fbyed at the perfuafiott of cer* 
tahl Clialdaan divinera and expolitors of the Sibytliite 
books, who pronufed him that all WOtild be well. 
Oftavhis was indeed one of the mo^ opright* men 
aitaong the Rouiaos: he fupported Ms <^gnitr i» 
cohfiii, without giving any ear to flatteWri, and re- 
garded &e laws and ancient ufagfes of his country as 
rules never to be depahed from. Yet he had all 
the weakneft of fuperftkioii.. and fpent more of his 
traie widi fortuse-teUeri and pronmfticaton, than 
irith men of political or miUtary sbtfities. However, 
M 3 before 
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^foreMarius entered the city, Oftavius,wa$ drag-? 
ged from the "tribunal and fiajn by perfons com-r 
piiffioned for that purpofe.; and it is faid,' that a 
Chaldsean ftdieme was found in his bofom as he lay* 
It £;enis unaccountable, that of two fuch generals, as 
)VIariu8 :and 0£kavius, the one ihould be faved, and 
the otfter ruin^, by a confidence in div^tipn. 

While'affairs were in this pofture, the fenate afr 
fembled,-and fent fome qf their own body to Ciima 
and Marius, with % r^uefV that they Ihould come 
into the city, but fpaie the inhabit^t^. Cinna, as 
cai>fu!, received them, fitting in his chair of Ibttej 
and gave them an obliging anfwer. But Marius 
ftood by the conful's chair, and fpoke not a word. 
He fhewed, however, by tjiegloominefs of his look, 
and the menacing fenfe of his eye, that he would 
foqn' fill the city with blood. Immediately after this, 
they moved forward towarils Ronie. Cinna entered 
the city witli a ftrong giiafd : but Marius ftoppe4 
at the gates, with a diltimulatioi} didated by his rpr 
fentment. He iaid, " He was a banifhed n)an, a;id 
" the , laws prohibited his return. If hia country 
*' wanted his fervice, Ihe muft repeal the law which 
** drove him into exile." As if he had a real re- 
"'^ard for the laws, or were entering a city ftill in pof- 
feffion of its liberty.. 

The^peogle, therefore, were fummoned to affejrable 
for that purpofe. Butbefore three or four tribes had 
given their fuffrages, he put off the maflt, and with- 
out waiting for the formality of a repeal, entered 
with a guard felected frDm the flaves that had repaired 
tp his ftaiidarit; Jhefe he railed his BardJEeans, '. ^t 
. the leaft word or fign given "by Marius, they mur- 
.dered all whom hp marked for aertruftion. So that 
when Ajichariusi ^ fenatpr, an4 a man of prjetorian 

• M. de 1%ow-cotijcftored thrt we- (houW read BaMyetib/'befaute 
there nraa a.fierco.Mid batbnDua.peDplcin Spain Cif itbat naste. 
Somcjnjoufcrii»ts hay^ Ortji^ii j .^ _,-, ,_ .. y . 

..: * ' ' dignity, 
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dignity, faluted Marius, sod he returned not the fa- 
latation, they killed him in his pieience. After this 
they confidered it as a fignal to kill, any man, iviio 
fluted Marius in the ftreets, and was not taken any 
notice of: fo that his very friends were fdzed with 
horror, whenever they went to pay their refpefts to 
him. 

When they had butchered great numbers, Cinna's 
revenge began to pall ; it was fatiated with blood.^: 
But toe fury of Mariiis leemed rather to increafe ; , 
his appetite for flaughter was fliarpened by indulg- 
ence, and he went on deftrc^ing all who gave him 
the leaft ffaadow of fufpidoo. Every road, every 
town was full of aOaffius, purfuing and hunting the 
unhappy vi^ms. 

On this occafion it was found that no obligations 
of frtendfhip, no rights of hofpitallty, can ftand the 
fliock of iU fortune. For there were very few who 
did not betray thofe that had taken refuge in their 
houfes. The fiaves of Cornutus, therefore, deferve 
the higheft admiration. They hid their mafter in 
the houfe, and took a dead body out of the flreet 
from among the flain, and hanged it by the neck : 
then they put a gold ring on the finger, and (hewed 
the corpie in that condition to Marius's executionersj 
after which they dreffed it for the funeral, and buried 
it as. their mailer's body. No one fufpeded the 
uiatter 'y and Cornutus, after being concealed as long 
as. it was neceffary, was conveyed by thofe fervants 
into. Galatia. 

Mark Antony, the orator, Ijkewife found a. faith, 
fill friend, but did not fave his life, by it. This 
fiiehd of hia was in a low flation of life : how- 
ever, as he had one of the greateft jnen of Rome 
under his roofj he entertained him in the beft man- 
' jier ■ he could, and often fent to a neighbouring ta-, 
vem for wine fof him. The vintner finding that the 
fervaiit who fetched it wasXomething of a connoif- ■ 
feur ia' tailing the wipe, and infilled on haying bet-., 
M 4 " ' ter, 
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ter, ofted him» ** Why he wtu not fxtia&id with die 
"common new wine he ufed to havej but want- 
" ed the bcft and the deareft i" The fervant, in 
the fimplEcity of his heart, told htm, as his iiiead 
and acquaintance, that ttie wine was for M^k An- 
tony, who lay concealed in iiis mailer's hotile. As 
foon as he was gone, the knowing vintner went him- 
^If to Marius, who was then at fupper j and told, 
him, he ooutd put Antony into his power : upon 
.which, Marius clapped his hands in the agltadoit 
of joy, and would even have left his company, and 
gone to the pl4ce himfelf, had not he been difluaded 
by his friends. However, he fent an officer, named 
Anntus, with Ibme foldiers, and ordered him to 
bring the head of Antony. When they came to 
the houfe, Anniiis ftood at the door, while the fol- 
diers got up by a Udder into Anto&y's chamber^ 
When they faw him, they encouraged each other txy 
the execution; but fuch was the power of his- 
eloquence, when he pleaded for his life, that, fo far 
from laying hands upon him, they ftood motiblllefGy . 
with dejefted eyes-, and wept During this delay, An- 
nius goes up, beholds Antony addrefUng the loldieES^ 
and the foldiers confounded by the force of his ad^ 
dreft. Upon this he repfoved them for their weak- 
nefs, and with his own hand cut off the orator*^ 
head. Lutadus Catulus, the colleague of Maiius, 
who had jointly triumphed with himoT^ the Cimhri^ 
finding that every jnterceffory ^ffisjt was Tain, ihut 
himfelf up in a narrow chamber, and fuffcred him- 
felf to be fuffocated by the fteam of a large coal, fife. 
When the bodies were thrown out and trod upon, In, 
the ftreets — it was not pity they excited ( it was hor- 
ror and difmay, fiut what Ihoc^ed the people muck 
more was the conduft of the Bardiieatis, who, after- 
they had murdered the mailers of families, expofed. 
the nakediiefe of their children^ and indulged tkeir 
paflions with their wives, hi (hort, their violence 
9nd rapacity ynere beyond aU reftnuQt, till Cinna 

and 
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tnd StttoHut. detntnined, in cetmcil, to {jHU upon 
th^Ei iattieii^ fieep, and cut them off to a man. 

At this time the tide of affiurs took a fuddai turn; 
News was brought that Sylla had put an end to the 
Mithridatic war, and that« aft«r hsTii^ reduced the 
provinces) be tnu returning to Rome with a large aT'* 
my. This give A Ihort tei^ve, a breathing fr<Hn 
thefe inejcpl-effible troubles ; as th« apprdienCons <rf 
«r^ had been aniverfally prevaieWi Marius was now 
ehoftti couibi the feventh time, and ae he was waHo- 
iog 0ut ^ the cidendB of January, the firft day of th« ' 
year, he ordered Sextos Lucinus to be fdzed and 
throwii ' ddVD the -Tarpeian rock ; a circumflance 
which occafloa^ an nnh^ipy pre&lge of approach^ 
kg evils. The conTut hiK^eli» worn out with a 
fmes of EUafoFtunes and diftrcTs, found iiis facuU 
ties fail} and trembled at the approach of wars and 
conflicts. F»r he'confidned that ii wis not an OQa- 
viua, a MeriiU, the defperate Uatieri of a fmali {edi- 
tion, he had to contend with, but SyUa, the conquer 
for of Mithridatits, and the handler of Manusk ' 
llius agitated, thus revolving the miferies, thefli^u^ 
the dangers he^ had experienced both by land and 
fea, his- inquietude aSeded him even by ni^t, and 
a Voice leetned continuatly to pronounce in hit 
fear : * 

Di-eddare tkejlumberx 0f the dijiani Hon. 
liable to fupport the piunfnlnefs of watching, hrt 
hod recotirfe.'to the bottle, and gave in to thofe- ex» 
ceffes wllich fey no' means fuited lus years. At laft, 
when, by intemgence frt»a Iba, he was convinced of. 
the approach of Sylla, his apprehenfions were ^ight* 
iaeA t<h the great«ft degree. Th« dlwad of his apt > 
pro^ch, the pdm of continual an&iCty, threw him mto 
a pleuritic ^ver'; and in tlus A;ate Pofidonius, the 
pi^^dfopher, te\k us, he found him when he w^nt to 
fpedk K> him on fotne a^^rs of his enftaify. fiat 
Gtdus I^o the htftoriim TdkteSi that walking out ^ith 
i^ fH<ii4^ dhe eWB^ aA«: fOf^ett he gave tb^n a 

. ihort 
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fbort hi(h>ry of hts life, sod,. after expatUitingonthe 
uncertainty of fortune, concluded that it was. ben^th 
tbe dignity of a wife nun to live in fubjedion to that 
lickle ddty. Upon this, he took leave of his friends, 
and betaking himfelf to hi^ bed, died feven days after. 
There, are thofe who impute his death to the excefa 
of his ambition, which, according to their account, 
threw him into a delirium ; infomuch that he f^-. 
ded he was carrying on the war againll Mithridates, 
and uttered all the exprei&ons ufed in an engagement. ' 
Such. was the. violence of his ambition for that com-, 
inand ! ' . 

Thus, at the age of feventy, diftinguifiied by the un- 
paralleled honour of feven coofullhips, and poflefied 
of -a more than, regal fortijne, Marius died with die 
chagrin of an unfortunate wretch, who had not obtain* 
ed what he wanted. 

' Plato, at the point of death, congratulated Ium< 
&lf, in the. firlt pjace, that be was bom a man ; in 
the next place, Uiat he had the happinefs of being a 
Greek, not a brute or b^barian ; and lafl: of all, tnat 
he was the contemporary of Sophocles. Antipater of 
Tarfus, too, a little before his death, recoUeSed the 
ieveral advantages of his life, not forgetting eren his 
fuccefsful voyage to Athens. In fettling hts account^ 
with fortune, he caretully entered every agreeable 
circumftance in that excellent book of the mind, 
fais meniory. How much yifer, how muqh happier 
than thofe, who, forgetful of every bleffing they 
have received, hpng on the vain and deceitful han4 
of hope, and while, they are idly grafping at future 
acquifitions, ncgled the enjoyment of the prefent 1 
though the future gifts, of Jo^tune are not in their 
power, and though their p/efent pofleffions are not 
in the power of fortune, they look up to the former, 
and neglcG the latter.' ITieir punifhm*nj, however, 
is not lefs ^ft than it is certain. Before philofophy 
and the cultivation pi- r^on. have laid, a proper 
ioundation for the-managsmeiuof wealdi,and power; 

they 
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they purfue them with that avidity, which muft for 
ever harafs an undifciphned mind. 

Marius died on the feventeenth day of his fevenlJi - 
confulfiiip. His death was produdive of the grealeft 
joy in Rome, and the citizens looked upon it as an 
event that freed them from the "word of tyranmet. 
It was not long, however, before they found that 
they had changed an old and feeble tyrant, for one 
who had youth and vigour to carry his cruelties into 
execution ; fuch they found the fon of Marius, whole 
fanguinary fpirit fliewed itfelf in the deftruflion of 
Qumbers of the nobiiity. His martial intrepidity and 
ferocious behaviour at firft prot;ured him trie title of 
the fon of Mars, but his conduft afterwards denomi- 
nated him the fon of Venus. When he was beCeged 
in Prsenefte, and had tried every little artifice to ef- 
i;ape, he put an end to his life, that he might not fikU 
Mitp ^e (lands of Sylla. 
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AMONG die ikcred depofits of the AcuiAittt 
at Delphi, one has ttus Jafcriptidn^ IlRAdrdAt 

AND THEAcaNTHII TOOK THIS FROM THE AtHE- 

HIANS*. Hence many are of opinion, that the mar- 
ble ftatue which ftandB in the chapel of that nation 
iuft by the door, is the ftatue of Brafidas. But in fa^ 
It is Lyfander's, whom it perfeflly reprefents, with 
his hair at full growtht, and a length of beard, both 
after the ancient Million. It is not true, indeed (as 
fome Would have it) that, while the ArgiVes cut 
thdr hur in forrow for the lofs of a great battle^, 
the Lacedsmonians began to let theirs grow in the 
joy of fuccefs. Nor did they firft give in to thU cuf- 

* Brafidas, when general of the XAceAxtnomanB, periiutded tba 
people of Acanthus to quit the Athienian interell, and to receive the 
Spartan* into their cit^. In confequence of which he j(nncd with 
them in confecnting; certun Athenian fpoils to Apolto. The ftatnCj 
therefore, probsblj' whs bit, tbongh Plutarch thinki olherwife. 
Vid.THWCYD. lib.iv. 

f Why might not Bratidai, who was a Lacedienionlan, tnd I 
contemporary of Ljfandcr, be reprefented with long hair as well u 
be? 

^ This WW the opinion of HcrodotuRj but perfeflt/ groundlefi, 
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torn, wfaoL the Bacchiadai* fled Jrom Corbth to 
Laoedsemffli, and nude a difagreeable appearance 
vilh tbdr ihom locks. But it is derived 4om the 
nftkudon of Lycargus, who U reported to have faid« 
tfiat ioTig hmr makes the hgndfome more hautiful^ 
imd the uglf More terrihie. 

AriftocUti».t, the iather of Lyfuider, ia &ld not 
to have been c^ the royal tine, but to be deieeaded 
&om the HeiacUdse by another femily. As lor Ly* 
finder, he was bred up in porerty. No one eon- 
formed more freely to tile Spartan difcipline than he. 
He had a firm heart, above yielding to the charms of 
any pleaAire, exc^ that which rdtilta from the ho- 
Boar and fuccefo gained by great a£Hon8. And It 
tvaa no fiiult at Sparta for young men to be ted by 
lU< fort of pleafure. There they choofe to inftil into 
tbe^ children an early paflion ibr glory, and teach 
them to be much afie£ted by difgrace, as welt as 
^ated by praife. And he that is not moved at 
tbefe things, is defpifed as a perfon of a mem fou^ 
iBiambitiouG of the improvements of virtue. 

Iliat love of fame, then, and jeatoufy of honour, 
vhich ever mfluenced Lyfander,' were imbil>ed in 
hit education } and confequentty nature is not to t>e 
Named for them. But the attention which be paid' 
the great, in a manner that did not l>ecoTne a Spartan, 
and that eafinefs with which he bore the pride of 
power, whenever his own intereft was concerned, 
any be afcribed to his difpolition. This complain 
hace, however, ia con&dered by fome, as no fmalt 
part of politics. 

Ariftotle I fomewhere obferves, that great goiiufes 
are generally of a melancholy turn, of wtiich he 
{^es inftancea ill Sotrates, Plato, and Hercules ; flAd 

'■*' Tbe'SaccUadse had k«pt up an oligarchy In Cdrinth (brtwa 
himdnd years, bat were at )afi expelled by CypCelua, wbo made 
fainifelf abfolutq rnafier there. . Herodot. L v. 

f Ftufknius calk him ArUtocntus. 

i Problem, feft. 30. 
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)ie tells. us. tbat LyfandeTj ihbtigh nat in hlfe yonth^ 
yet in his age was inclined to it. But what is moll 
pecijiiar in his chara^er, is, tha^ though he bore 
poverty well himfelf, and was ' never ;either coa» 
^uered or corrjipted by money, yrt he filled Sparta 
vith it and with the love of it too, and robbed h« 
of. -the glory (tie had of defpifing riches. For,' after 
the Athenian war, he broi^ht in a great quantity of 
gold .and filver, but referved no part of it fot- hint- 
&lf. Aftd when Dionyfius the tyrant fent his daugb* 
t^s - fome rich Sicilian garments^ he r^fufed them, 
'alleging, *' He was afraid thofe hoe clotiies would 
** tnake them look more homely." Being fent, 
boweyer, . foon after ambaffador to Dionyfius, the 
tyrant ofered him two veils, that he might take obs 
of them for his daughter ; upon which, he faid, 
^ His daughter knew better how to choofe than he,'* 
aid fo to(W!: them both. 

As the Peidponnefiaii , war was drawn oyt to a 
great length, the Athenians, after, their oVerthto* 
in. Sicily,' faw- their fleets driven oUt of the fea, 
and themfelves upon the verge of riiin. But Al- 
cibiades, on his return from baniflun^t, appli^ 
himfelf to remedy this evil, and foon>.niade fucb a 
change, that the Athenians were once diore equal iq 
naval confiids to the Lacedaemonians. Haeupofi 
the Lacedzemooians began to be airaid in their turn, 
^Bd refolved to profecute the war with double dili- 
gence } and as they faw it required an able general, 
^ well as great preparations, they gave the ccsnaiaad 
at fea to Lyfander *. : ' 

When he came to Ephefus, he found that .city 
well inclined to the Lacedgemonians, but in a bad 
ccHidition as to its internal policy, and in ' danger o£ 
falling into the barbarous manners of the Perfians ; 
becaofe it was near Lydia, and the king'j lieutenants 

• , In the firft year of the ninety-eighth olympiad, four hundred 
and fix years before Chrift. 

oftcu 
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often' vifited h. Lyfandd-, therdbre* having fixed 
his quarters there, ordered all his ftore-ihips to be 
brought into their harbour, and bulk a dodk for his 
galleys. By thefe means he .filled ihdr port with 
merchants, their market with btifinefs, and theii; 
houfes and Ihops with money. So that from that 
time, and from his fervlces, EphefuS' began to cop- 
ceive hopes of that greatneTs and fplendor in which 
it now flourifhes. 

' As fodn as he heard that Cyrus, the king's fbn, 
was arrived at Sardis, he went thither to comer with 
him, and to acquaint him with the treachery of Ty> 
faphemes. . That viceroy had an order to affift the 
Lacedsemonians, and to deilrpy the naval force of 
the Athenians ; but, by Teafon of his partiality to 
Alcibiades, he afted with no vigour, and fent fuch 
poor fuppli^s, that the fleet was almoU ruined. Cy< 
mi was very glad to find this charge againftXifa- 
phemes, knowing him to be a man of bad charafler 
m general, and an enemy to him in particular. By 
this and the refl: of his converfation, but moft of all 
by the refpeO: and attention which he paid him, Ly- 
tjoider recommended himfelf to the young prince, and 
engaged him to profecute the war. When the'La- 
ccdaemonian was going to take his leave, Cyrus dc- 
fired him, at an entertunment provided on that occa* 
fibn, not to refufe theTuarks of his regard, but to.a(k 
fome favour of him. •■' As youare fo very kind to 
" me," 'laid Lyfander, " I beg you would add an 
" ob'oius loj^the feamen's pay, fo rfiat inftead of threo 
" oboliz day, they may have four." Cyras, chaniir 
ed with this generous ahfwer, made him a prefent of 
-ten tboufand pieces of gold *. Lyfander employed 
the money to increafe the wages of his m^, . and by 
ihis encouragement in a Ihort time almofi; emptied 
the enemy's ffiips. For great numbers came over 
to him, when they knew they flwuld have better 



pay; . 
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(ay ; and thofe vlio rcmnned became ibdolent afi4 
mutinous, and gave their officers eontiniiai trouble. 
Biu though Lylander had thm drained and weakened 
his adTerfarieB, he was afraid to rifqine a naval eQ- 
gagoiicia: knowing AlciUsdes, not only to be a 
commander of csaraordinary abilities, but to havd 
die advantage in number of fliips, as wdl ^s to 
hare been fucttJsful in all the battles he had £^bt 
whether by fea or land. 

Rowercr, when Aldbiades was gone irom Samos 
to Phocsea, and had left the command of the fleet 
te his pilot Antiochns ; the pilot, to infult Lyiander, 
and fhew bis own bravery, failed to the harbour of 
^hefus with two galleys only, where he hailed the 
Lacedaemonian fleet widi a great' deal of noife and 
laughter, and pafled by in the mofk infoieat manner 
imaginable. Lyiander, rofenting the ^Snxit, got q 
few of his flnps under fail, and gf^ye chace. fittt 
when he law the Athenians come to fupport Antio- 
chus, he called up more of his galleys, and at laft 
die adion became generaL L^ander gained the 
vidory, took fifteen fliips, and ereded a trophy. 
Hereupon, the people of Athens incenfed at AM* 
blades, took die commaad ftom him ; and, as be 
found himfelf flighted and cenfured by die army at 
Samos too, he quitted it, ancLwithdrrv to Cherfcnfi- 
fiis. This battle, though . nor conftderaUe in itftdf, 
was made fo by the misfortunes of Aldbiades. 

Lyiander new invited to I^hefus the boldfeft and 
mofl: eaterprifin^ inhabitants of the Gi%^ ddes at 
Afia, and fowed among them the feeds of thoft 
ariftocratical forms of government vfadi aftervank 
took place. He encouraged them to emer into a&. 
ciations, and to timi their thoughts to politics^ 
upon profflife, that when Athens was (mce fubdued; 
the popular goTemmou in their cities too fhonld be 
diflblvod, ancrdie admiaiftration vefted in them. His 
anions gave them a confidence in his promife. For 

diofe 
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ibofe vho vae already attached to him by frieodftiip 
or the rights of hofpitatity, he advanced to the higheft 
honour* and employments ; not fcrupling to join 
with them in any aft of fraud or opprelGon, to fatisfy 
their avarice and ambition. So that every ohe endea- 
Toared to ingratiate himfelf with Lyfander ; to him 
they paid their court ; ■ they fixed their hearts upon 
him, perfuaded that nothing was too great for them 
to expert;; while he had the management of affairs. 
Hence it was, that from the 6rft they looked with 
an ill eye on Callicratidas, who fucceeded him in the 
toiiimand of the fleet : and though they afterwards 
fijund him the beft and moft upright of men, they 
were not fatisfied with his conduft, which they 
thought had too "much of the Doric * plainnefs and 
iincerityi It is true, they admired the virtue of Cal- 
licratidas, ad they would the beauty of fome hero's 
fbtue ; but they wanted the countenance^ the indulg-i 
^tnce and fupport they had experienced iji Lyfander^ 
infomuch that when he left them, they were quite 
dejeded, afid melted into tears. 

Indeed, he took every method he could thmk of^ 
to Itrengthen their averfion to Callicratidas. He even 
fent back to Sardis the remainder Of the money^ 
■Which Cyrus had given him for the fupply of the 
6eet, and bade his fuccefibr go and afk for it, as 
he h^^l done,- or contrive fome other means for the 
inaintenance of his forces. And when he was upon, 
Itie point of failing, he made this declaration,' *' I 
*• deliver to yc(u a fleet that is miflrefs of the feas." 
Callicratidas^ willing to fhew the infdlence and vanity 
of his bOaftj faid, *' Why do not you then take SamoS 
" on the leki uid fail round to Miletus^ and deli- 
*' ver the -fleet to me thete? for we need not be, 
*' afrud.6f paj£ng by our enemies in that ifland, if 

* Dader refers this ttf tJie t>onati mufic. But the Doric man- 
tiers had a limplidtj^ in tbam, a3 wall u iha mufic. 

Vat.nL N ^ «»• 
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^' tt-e are mailers of the feas." Ly&nder made only 
tlys fuperficial anfwer ; " You have thefommand of 
•■' the ihips, and not I j" and immediately fel fail for 
felopomiefus. 

Callicratidas was left in great difficulties* For he ' 
had not. brought money from home with him, nor 
did he choofe to raife contributions from the cities, 
_¥?hich were already diftrelTed. The only way left, 
.therefore, was to go, as Ly&jider had done, and b^ 
it of the king's lieutenants^ And no one was more 
unfit for fuch an office, than a man of his free and 
^reat fpirit, who thought any lofs that Grecians 
might fuftain from Grecians, preferable to an abjed 
-attendance at the doors of barbarians, who had in- 
deed a great deal of gold, but nothing elfe to boaft 
.of. Neceffity, however, forced him into Lydia ; 
where he went direftly to the palace of Cyrus, and 
.bade the porters tell him, that Calhcratidas, the Spar- 
tan admiral, defired to fpeak with him. "Stranger," 
faid one of the fellows, " Cyrus is not at leifure ; 
" he is drinking." " 'Tis very well," faid Callicra- 
tidas, with great fimplicity, " I will wait here till he 
*' has done-" But when he found that thefe peopk 
t^onfidered him as a rulUc, and only hu^ed at him, 
he went away. He came a fecond time, and could 
, not gain admittance. And now he could' bear it no 
:loDger, but returned to Ephefus, venting execraticHis 
dgainil thofe who iirft cringed to the barbarians, and 
taught them to be infolent on account of their wealth. 
At the lame time he pioteiled, that as foon as he 
was got back to Sparta, he would ufe his utmoft 
^endeavours to reconcile the Grecians among them- 
ielves, and to make them formidable to the barbs- 
rians, inflead of ^heir poorly petitioning thofe people 
&)r aiOiftance againft each other. But this CalUcra- 
tjdas, who had fentiments fo worthy of a Spartan, 
and who, in point of juftice, magnanimity and va- 
lour, was equal to the beft of the Greeks, fell fooa 
after in a fea fight at Argmufie, where he loft the 
day. Afiairs 
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. .A^rd hfiag ncfw in a dediniag condition, thd 
Confederates fent an embafly to Sparta, to defirc 
that the conuoand of the navy might be reftoied tci 
Liylkader, promirmg to iupport the caufe wil^ much 
greater vigour, if he had the diredion of it. Gyrus 
too made the fame requifition^ But as the law for* 
bade the fame perfon lo be chofen admiral twice, and 
yet the Lacedaemonians were williag to obHge their 
allies^ they, vefted a nomiual cfHumand in one Ara- 
cus, while i.y£uider, who was called only lieutenant, 
had the power. His arrival was very agreeable to 
thofe who had^ or wanted to have, the chief authority 
in the Afiatic cities : for he had long given them 
hopes, that the democracy would be abolilhed, and 
the government devolve entirely upon them. 

As for thofe who loved an open and generous pro* 
ceeding, when they compared Lyfander and Calli- 
cratidas, the former appeared only a man of craft 
and fubtlety, who direfted his operations by a fet of 
artful expedients, antj meafured the value of jullice 
fay the advantage it brought ; who, in ihort,- thought 
intereft the thing of fuperior excellence, and that 
nature had made no difference between truth and 
wifehood, but either was recommended by its ufe. 
When he was told, it did not become the defcend- 
itnts q£ Hercules, to adopt fuch arttiil expedients, 
he turned it oif with' a jeft, and faid, *' Where the 
'* lion's Ikin ialls ihort, it muit be ^d out with the 
" fox's.'* 

There was a remarkable iuftallce of this fubtlety^ 
in his behaviour at Miletus. His friends and others 
with whom he had conne£Uons there, who had pro- 
mifed to abolilh the popular' governpient, and to 
drive out all that favoured it^ had changed . their 
minds, and reconciled themfelves to their adverfaries. 
In public he pretended to rejoice at the event, and 
to cement the union ; but in private he loaded them 
vith reproaches, and excited th^m to attack the com- 
fioons. However, when he knew the tumult was 
N 3 begun j 
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begurt, he efiteftiJ the cky in hafte, and running' iff 
to the leadoFS of #e fedition, gave them a feverc 
reprimand* and threatened to pyhift them in an ex-r 
ttnplary manner. At the fame time, he defired the 
people to be perfeftly CErfy,- and to fear no iartha- 
difturbance, while he was there.- fa all tshich he 
aftcd onty like an artfiil diffembler, to hinder the 
heads of the plebeian party from quitting the city,- 
and to make fare of their being put to the fword 
(here. Accordingly, therfe was not a man that trufted 
i.6 his honour) who did not lofe his life. 

There is a faying too of LyfandeV'«, recorded by 
Andrdclide's,' frhich ftiews the little regard he had 
for oaths, " GhHdren," he faid, " were to be cheated 
"with cockles, and men with oaths." In this he foU 
lowed the example of PotycTates of Samos y ihough it 
111 became a general of an army to imitate a tyrant, and 
ivas'unwortl^bf a Lacedseraonian to hold the gods in 
a .more contemptible light than even his enemies^ 
For he who over-reaches by a falfe oath, declares that 
he fears his enemy, but delplfes his god. 

Cyrus, having fent for Lyfandar tO' Sardis, pre- 
■ fented him with great fums, and pfomifed more^ 
Ifay, to ihew how high he was in his favour, he 
went fo fer as to affare him, that if his father -would 
give him nothing, he would fupply him out of hi& 
own' fortune-, and if every thing elfe failed, he would 
melt down the xprr throne on which he fat when 
he adminiftered juftice, and which was., all of mafly 
gold and filver. And when he went to attend his fa.' 
ther in Media, he affigned him the tribute of the 
towns, and pat the care of his whole province in 
Jiis hands. At parting he embraced, and intreated 
liim not to engage the Alhertiaijs at fea before his 
teturn, becaufe he intended to bring with him jb 
great fleet out of Phoenicia and Cilicia. 

After the departure of the prince, Lyfander did 
not choofe to fight the enemy, who were not inferior 
to him in force, nor yet to he idle with fuch a- num- 
ber^ 
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b^ of fli^'» and therefore he cruifed about and k- 
duced fome Ulands, iEgina and Salamis he pillaged } 
aad froiD thence failed to Attica, where he wailed 
OB Agis, who was come down from Deceica to the 
coad to fliew his land forces wliat a powerful navy 
there was, which gave them t]ie command of the 
feas in ,a manner they could not have expeded. Ly^ 
lander, howevep, feeing the Athenians in chafe of 
him, O^eered another way back through the idands to 
Aiil. As he found the Hellefpont unguarded, he 
attacked Lampfacus by fea, while Thorax made aii 
^ITaDlt upon it by land ; in confequence of which 
the eity was t^en, and the plunder given to the 
troops. }a the mean time the Athenian fleet, which 
£onfifted of an tiundjed and twenty ftiips, had advanc- 
ed to Eleus, a city in the Cherfonefus. There get- 
ting inteUigence that Lampfacus was loft, they failed 
immediately to Seftos ; where they took in provilions, 
3nd then proceeded to ^g06 I'otamos. They were 
now jiift oppofite the enemy, who fUU lay at anchor 
near Lampfacus, The Athenians were under the 
command of feveral officers, among whom Philocle& 
was one j the fame who had perfuaded the people 
to make a decree that the priibners of war Ihould 
have their right thumbs cut off, that they might be 
difablcd froni handling a pike, but llill be ferviceable 
at the oar. 

For the prefent they all went to reft, in hopes of 
coming to an action next day, Jiut Lyfander had, ' 
another defign, He commaiided the feamen and pi- 
lots to go on board, as if he intended to fight at 
break of day, Thefe were to vait in filence for ■ 
prders, the land forces were to form on the (hore, 
jind watch the fignal. At fun-rife the Athenians 
drew up in a line direj^ly before the Lacedremonians, 
^nd gave the challenge, Lyfander, though he had 
manne^ hi? ikipa over night, and ftood facing the 
enemy, did not accept of it. "On the contrary, he 
fent Otd^s by his pinnaces to chof? (liips'that werg 
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in the van not to ftir, but keep the line withottf 
making the lead motion. In the evening when th« 
Athenians retired, he would not fuffer one nian to 

■ !and, till two or three galleys which he had fent to 
Itook out, returned with an account that the enemy 
were difembarked. Next morning they Tjmged 
themfelves in the fame manner, and the like was 
praftifed a day or two longer. This made the Athe^ 
nians very confident ; they confidered the adverfaries 
as a daftardly fet of men, who duril not quit their 
ftationv 

Mean while, Alcibiades, who lived in a caftle of 
his own in the Cherfonefus, rode to the Athenian 
camp, and reprefented to the generals two material 

. errors they had cOTtimitted. ITie firft was, that 
they had ftationed their fliips near a dangerous and 
flaked ftiore : the other, that they were fo faV from 
Seftos, from whence they were forced to fetch all 
their provifions. He told them, it was their bufinefs . 
to fail to the port of Seftos without lofs f^ time s 
where they would be at a greater diftance from the 
enemy, who were watching their opportunity with 
an army commanded by one man, and fo well difcir 
plined, that they would execute his orders upon the 
leaft fignalp Thefe were the leffons he gave them, 
but they did not regard him. Nay, Tydeus faid, 
with an air of contemptj " You are not general 
*' now, but we." Alcibiades even fufpefted fome trea? 
chery, and therefore withdrew. 

On the fifth day, when the Athenians had offered 
"battle, they returned, ,as ufual, in a carelefs and dif- 
dainful manner. Upon this, Lyfander detached 
fome galleys to obferve them ; and ordered the offi- 
cers, as foon as they faw the Athenians landed, to 
fail back as fait as poflible ; and when they were 
come halfway, to "lift up a brazen fliield at the head 
of each ftiip, as fignal for him to advance. He 
then failed through all the line, and gave inftruflionR 
to the captaijis and pilots to have all theh- men in . 

good 
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good order, as well mariners as fol^rs ; and, when 
the figna] was giv^, to pufti forward with the ut> 
Bioft Yigour againft the enemy. As foon, therefore, 
as the fignal appearifd, the trumpet founded in the 
admial galiey, the fhips began to move on, and the 
land forces haftened along the fh'ore to feize the pro- 
montory. The fpace between the two continents, 
m that place, is fifteen furlongs, wfaich was foon 
overihot hy the diligence and Ipirit of the rowers* 
Conon, the Athenian general, was the firft that de- 
fcried them from land, and haftened to get his men' 
on board. Senfible of the impending danger, fome- 
he commanded, fome he introated, and others he' 
forced into the fhips. But all his endeavours were' 
in Tain. His men, not in the leafi: expeding a fur- 
prife, were difperfed up and down, fome in the mar- 
ket-place, fome in the fields; fome were afleep ,ia 
their tents, and fome preparing their dinner. Ail this 
was owing to the inexperience of their command- 

. ers, which had made them quite regardlefe of what 
might happen. The fliouts and the noife of the 
enemy rufhing on to the attack were now heard, ■ 
when Conon fled with eight ftiips, and efcaped to 

' Evagoras king of Cyprus, The Peloponnefians fell 
upon the reft, took thofe that were empty, and dif- 
abied the others, as the Athenians were embarking. 
Their foldiers cpming unarmed and in a ftraggling 
manner to defend the fhips,. perilhed in the attem|rt, . 
and thofe who fled were fiain by that part of the ene- 
my which had landed. Lyfander took three thou- 
fand prifoners, and feized the whole fleet, except the 
facred galley called Peralus, and thofe that efca[ied 
with Conon. When he had faftened the captive 
galleys to his own, and plundered the camp, he re- 
turned to Lampfacus, accompanied with fiijtes and 
fongs of triumph. This great aftion coft him but 
little, biood. hi one hour he put an end to a long 
m4 tedious war*i which had4jeen div?rfified beyond 
t 'l'l:is war had lalleil twenty-feven yeaa. 
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alt others by an incredible yariety of events. 1^ 
^uel war, -which had occafioned fo many battles^ ~ 
appeared in fu<:h different forms, produced fuch tj-. 
ciffitudes of fortune,' and deftroyed more general, 
than all the wars of Greece put together, was terv 
minated by the condud and capacity of one man. 
Some, therefore, efteemed it the effeft of a divine in- 
terpofitjon. There were thpfe wljo faid, that ibe. 
ftars of Caftor and Pollux appeared on each fide the 
helm of Lyfander's ihip, when he firft fet _Qut againft. 
the Athenians. Others thought that a ftone which, 
according to the common opinion, fell from Heaven, 
was an omen of this overthrow. It fell at ^gos po- 
tahios, and was of a prodigious Itze. Tlie. people 
of the Cherfonefus hold it in great veneration, and 
ihew it o this day *. It is faid that Anaxagoras had 
foretold, that one of thofe bodies which are fixed to 
the vault of Heaven, would one day be Jbofened by 
fome fliock or convulfion of the whole machine, and 
fell to the earth. For he taught that the ftars are 
not now in the places where they were originally 
formed j that being of a ftony fubftance and heavy, 
the light they give is caufed only by the refle£tion 
and ren^aion of the sether ; and that they are carried 
along, and kept in their orbits, by the rapid motion 
of the heavens, which, from the heginnjng, when 
the cold jjpnderous bodies were feparated from the 
reft, hindered them from felling. 

But there is another and more probable opinion, 
which holds, that falling ftars are not emanations or 
detached parts of the elementary fire, that go out 
the moment, they are kindled ; nor yet a quantity of 
air burfting out from fome compreflion, and taking 
fire m the upper region ; but that they are really 
heavenly bodies, which from fome relaxation of the 

"'I his viflory was gained the fourth jear of the ninety -thir^ 
olymiiiad, ibiir hundred and three S'ears before the birth of Chtifr. 
And it is pretended that Anaxagoras had delivered his prediflion ' 
Ci-ty-two years biifore the battle. Plin. li, 58. 

rapidity 
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xapiiii^ of their motion, or by fome imguUr c(»? 
^lUTion, are loofened and &11, not fo much upon , 
the habitabk part of theglobe* as into ibc oceag, 
.which is tha reafon that their fubftance is feldom 
i£eo. 

Damachus*, howeva, in his treatife concernii^ 
religion; confirms the opinion of Anaxagoras.. He 
'relates, that for feventy-five days together, beforA 
ithat ftone fell, there was feen in the heavens a large 
J)ody of fire, like an inflamed cloud, not fixed to one 
place, but carried this way and that with a broken 
^d irregular motion ^ and that by its violent zff* 
tation feveral tiery fragments were forced &om it« 
which viexe impelled in various dire&ions, and daited 
with the celerity and brightnefs of fo many falUng 
ftars. After this body was fallen in the Cherfondhs, 
and -the iphabitapts, recovered from their terror, af- 
ifembled to fee it^ they could find no ijnSammable 
matter, or the Iraft fign of fire, but a real ftone, 
which, though large, was nothing to the fize of that 
fiery globe they had feen in the iky, but appeared 
on}y as a hit crumbled from it. It is plain, that 
]Q<unachus itiuft have very indulgent readers, if this 
accoujlt of hi$ gains credit, Jfit is a true one, it ' 
abfolutely refutes thofe who fay, that this flone wai 
pothing but a rock rent by a terapeft from the "top 
of a mountain, which, after being borne for fome 
time in the air by a whirlwind, fettled in, the firft 
place where the uolence of that abated. Perh^s, 
at' laft, this phenomenon, which continued fo many 
days, was a real globe of fire ; and when that globe 
- came to difperfe and draw towards extin3ion, it 
might caufe fuch a change in the air, and produce 
fuch a violent whirlwind, as tore the ftone from jts 
native , bed, and daihed it on the plain. But thefe 



• Not Daniachii?, but Dianiachus of Plalata, a very fabulous 
ofriter, end ignorant of ihe mathemalica j in which as well as 
biftury he pretended to great liiiowleiJgc. StBab lib. i. 
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tre difcuffions that belong to writings of another 
nature. 

When the three thoufand Athenian prifpners were 
condemned by the council to die, Ly&nder called' 
Philocles, one of the generals, and afced him what 
pnniftiment he thought he deferved, who had given 
nis citizens fuch cruel advice with refpeft to , the 
Creeks. Philocles, undirm-dyed by his niisfortunesy 
made anfwer, " Do not ftart a queftion where there 
" is no judge to decide it ; but now you are a cdn- 
•*■ queror, proceed as you would" have beoi pro- 
•* ceeded with had you been conquered." After 
thiss,, he bathed, and drefled himfeli . in a rich robe^ 
and then led his countrymen to execution, being the 
^rffi, according to Theophraftus, who tiered hiff 
Zkeck to the axe. 

Lyfander next vifited the maritime towns, and or- 
dered all the Athenians he found, upon pain of death,' 
to repair to Athens. His dafign was, that the crowds 
he droT^ into the city, might Toon occafton a famine, 
and fo prevent the trouble of a long liege, which 
miiiit have been the cafe, if provifions had been plen^i 
tiful. Wherever he came, he aboliflied the demo- 
cratic, and other forms of government, and fet up a 
l>acedEEmanian governor, called Harviojies, affifted 
by ten archons, who were to be drawn from the fo- 
creties he eftablifhed. Thefe changes he made as he 
^led abooit at his leifufe, not only io the enemy's 
citks, but in thafe of his allies, and by this means, 
m a manner engrofled to himfelf the principality of 
all Greece. For in appointing governors he had no 
regard to family or opulence, but chofe them from 
anioiig his own friends, or out of the brotherhoods 
he had erected, and invefted them with full power of 
Kfe and deaih. He even affifted. in perfcm at execu-. 
t^ns, and dmve out all that oppofed his friends and ■ 
faTmuriles, TIjus- I^e gave the Greeks a very Indif. 
&ieu£ fpecimen of th? iacedsepionian government. 

There. 
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'iTwrefbre, Theopompiis, the comic writer*, was mb«- 
der 3 great miftake, when he compared the Lacedab- 
Tnoiuans to vintners, who at firft gave Greece a de- 
lightfirf -draught of liberty, but afterwards dafted the 
wine with vinegar. I^ie draught from the beginnii^ 
was difagreeable and bitter ; for Lvfander not only 
took the adminiftration out ol the hands of the people, 
■faui compofed his oiigaj-i-hies of the boldeft and moft 
faftious of the citizens. 

When he had difpatched this bufinefs, which did 
not take up any long time, he fent meffengers to L»- 
cedsemon, with an account that he was returning wirii 
two hundred fliips. He went, however, to Attica, 
where he joined the kings Agi« and Fauiiuiias, in ex- 

gjflation of the immediate furrendCT of Athens, 
ut finding that the Athenians made, a vigorous de- 
fence, he croffed over again to Afia. There he made 
the fame alteration in the government of cities, and 
fet up his decemvirate, after having iacrificed in each 
Qty a number of people, and forced others to quit 
their country. As for the Samianst, he expeUed 
them all, and delivered their towns to the perfont 
whom they had baniihed. And when he had takea 
Seftos out of the hands of the Athenians, he drpve 
out the Seftians too, and divided both the city and 
territory among his pilots and boatfwains. This was 
the firft ftep of his which the LacedsemDCiians difep- 
proved^ they annulled what he had done, and reftoT* 
ed the Seftians to their country. But in other re- 
fpefts the Grecians were well fatisfied with Lylan- 
der's conduft. Tliey faw with pleafure the ^gine- 
lEC recovering their city, of which they had long 
been difpoffefled, and the Melians and Scionieans 

* Murelu5 ftiews, from a pafliigc inTheodorus MetodiitM, that ' 
we fliduld read here Tkeopomjiiis the iiiflorwn, inlleail of TAeupuniput 
rlic comic sriter. 

f Thefe things did not hai'pcn in tfis order they arc here related. 
Sanios was not taken till a confidcrabie lime after the km" walls c£ 
Athens were demoiilhed. XKMorn, Hcllcn- II. 

re- 
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rfr-^ablifted by him^ while the i^henlai^ were drivoi 
put, and gave .up their claims, 

By this time, he was informed that ^theni was 
creatly diftrefied with famine ; upon which he failed 
to the lE^rxus, and obliged the city to f^rrender at 
difcretion. The I^acedsemopiws fay, that Lyfander 

, wrote ?n account of it to the Epbpri in thefe words : 
^ Athens is taken j" to which they returned this an,- 
fwer: *' If it is taken, that is fufficieijt," put thi« 
was only an inventiop to ma^e the matter look more 
plaufible. The real decree of the Ephori ran thus : 
*' The Lacedaempnians have copie to thefe refolytiT 
f* ons. You fhall pull down the Piraeus and the long 
** waits ; quit all the cities you are poffeiTed of, an^ 

: -•* keep within the bounds of Attica, On thefe con- 
•* ditions you fliall have peace, provided you pay what 
** is reafonable, and reftore the exiles*. AlS for the 
'* number of Ihips you are to keep, you piuil com? 

. *' ply with the orders we ihall give you." 

The Athenians fubmittpd to this decree, upon the 
advice of Theramenes the fon of Ancpnf. ■ On thi^ 
occafion, we are told, Cleomenes, one of the young 
orators, thus addreffed him : *' Dare you go cpntrai 
*• ry to the fentimcnts of Themiftocles, ty delivering 
" up thofe walls to the LacedEcmoniaps, which he 
*' built in defiance of them ?" Theramenes anfwered, 
** Young man, I do not in the ieaft countera^ the 
** intention of Themiftocles : for he built the walU ■ 
** for the prefervation of the citizens, and we for 
** the fame purpofe demoliffi them. If- walls only 
** could make a city happy and fecure, Sparta, 
** which has none, would be the ujihappieft in the 
" world." 

" . The LacedTmoniana knew that if the Athenian esiles Vere re- 
florect, thcywoukl he iViends and partisans of theirs ; and if they 
ivc]-e not reiiored, they fliould have a pretest for difireirmg the 
Athenians when they pleated, 

+ Or .'igaon. 

4fter 
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After Ly£mder had t^ax from the Atii«iuaiu all 
tiidr ftiq)S, except twelve, and their fortifieatioiu 
were delivered up to him^ he entered their city on 
the llKteemk of the month Munvchioh (April), the 
?ery day they had overthrown the bartrarians in the 
naval fight at Sakmis. He prefently let hinjfelfto 
change tbeir fotm of government ; and iinding, that 
, rfie people refented his propcrial, he told them, *' that 
•' they had violated the terms of their capitulation,- 
<* f(M- their wallff were ftiU Handing, after the time 
" fixed for the demoUflung of them was paft j and 
** that fince they had broken the firft articles, they 
** muft exped new ones from the council." Some 
£iy, he really did propofe in the council of the allies^ 
to reduce^he Atheni^G to flavery; and that £riau> 
thus^ a Tfaeban officer, gave it as his opinion, that 
die city Jhould be levelled with the ground, and the 
fpot on which it flood, turned to pafturage. 
- Afterwards, however, when the general gtGcen 
tnet at an entertainment, a mufician of Phocis hap* 
peried to begin a cliorus in the Eleftra of EuripideSj 
the firft tines of which are thefe — 

Unhappy daughter of the great Atr'ides, 
Thy Jiraw-croivn'd palace I approach, 

tlie whole company wete greatly moveii at this ind-* 
dent, and could not help reflefting, how barbarous 
a thing it would be to raze that noble city,- which had 
produced fb many great and illuftrioos meii. Lyfan- 
der, however, finding the Athenians entirely in' his 
power, collected the muficians in the city, and having 
joined to them the band belonging to the camp, pull-- 
ed down the walls, and burned the fhips, to the foun4 
■of their inftruments ; while the confederates, crowned 
with flowers, danced, and hailed the day as the firft 
pf their liberty. 

Immediately after this, he changed the form of 
tbeir jovemmenr, appointing thirty archons in the 

city, 

L:,.i,-z__iv,CoOg[c 



i^ PLUTARCH'S UVES. 

oty. Mid teh in the Pineus^ an J pljfM^ i gafrffcrf 
in the dtadel^ the command cNFwhiph he gave fo a 
Spartan, named Callibnis, This CalUbius, on fome 
cccafion or other, hfted up his ftaff to ftnke Auto* 
lycus, a vireftler whom Xesophon has mentioned in 
lus Sifmpojmcs ; upon which, Autolycus feized' hvan. 
by the legs, and threw him upon the ground. Ly- 
£uKier> inftead of refenting this, told Callibus, by 
way of reprimand, *' he knew not they tvere freemen 
" whom he had to govern." , The thirty tyrants, how^ 
efer, in complaifance to Callibius, loon afte^ put Au-> 
tolycus to death. 

Lyfander*, when he had fettled tfiefe iffajri, failed 
to Thracef. As for the money that remained in hift 
coiFers, the crowns and other prefents, which were 
fiiany and very confiderable, as may well be imagin- 
edj iin«e his power was fo extenfive, and he was in a 
manner mafter of all Greece, he fent them to Lace- 
daemon by Gylippus, who had the chief command 
in Sicily. ' Gylippus, they tell us, opened the bags af 
the bottom, and took a confiderable fum out of eachj 
and then fewed them up again ; but he was not awaro 
that in every bag there was a note which gave ac- 
count of the fum it contained. As foon as he arriv- 
ed at Sparta, he hid the money he had takeit out/ 
under the tiles of his houfe, and then delivered the 
bags to the Ephori, with the feals entire. They 
opened than, and counted the money» but found" 
that the fuftis differed from the "bills. At this they 
were not a little embarraffed, till a fervant of Gylip- 
pus told tbem, enigmatically, " a great number of 

■ Xenophon lays, he went now againft Samos. 

f Phitarch Oiould have mentioned in this place the conqueft of 
thcHleoflTiafoa, and in what a cruel manner Lyfander, contrary 
tohisfolemnpromLle, maflacred fuchof the inhabitants aa had'becn 
HI the interell of Athens, lliis is relatied by Polyxnus: But as 
Plutarch tells us afterwards that he behaved in this manner lo the 
Jt^ilefians, perhaps the ttory is the fame, and there may be a mii^ 
iafc« oaly ii^ the names. 

•• owb 
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** owts tooffied in the Ceranjkus*." ■M<jft of Ae 
i:oin then bore the impreilion of an owl, ia refpedto 
the Athenians. 

■ GyKppus, having fullied his former great and glo^ 
tious aftions by fo bafe and unwerthy a deed, quitted 
iiacedEEmom On this occafion in particular, the 
wifeft among the Spartans obferved the influence of 
monejy which could corrupt hot only the meaneft, 
hut the moft refpeftable citizens, and therefore were 
Very warm in their reflexions upon Lyfander for. in- 
troducing it. They infifted, too, that the Ephori 
Ihould fold out all the filver and gold, as evils de- 
ftru^ire in the proportion they were alluring. 

In purfuance or this, a cmincil was called, and a 
decree propofed-bySciraphidas, as Theopompus writes, 
or, according to Ephorus, by Phlogidas, " thatno 
" coin, whether of gold or fiiver, ftould be admit* 
" ted into Sparta, but that they (hould ufe the mo* 
" ney that had long obtamed." This money, was 
of iron, dipped in vinegar, while it was red hot, to 
make it brittle and unmatleable, fo that it might not 
be applied to any other ufe. Befides, it was heavy, 
«*d, difficiiit of carriage. Mid a great quantity of i£ 
was but of little value. Perhaps, all the ancient mo* 
ney was of this kind, and confided either of pieces of 
fron or brafs, which from their form were called obe- 
I'lfci ; whence we have ftill a quantityof fmall mo- 
ney called obeli^ fix of which make a drachma ot 
JifUid/'ui, that being as much as the hand can con- 
tain. 
. The motion for fending out the money was oppof- 
ed by Lyfander's party, and they procured a decree,- 
that it' mould be confidered as the public treafure, 
ahd that it fliould be a capital crime to convert any 
©f it to private ufes ; as if Lycurgus had been 
afraid of the money, and not of the avarice' it pro- 

a place in Athens. It likewife fig* 

duces. 
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daces: And avarice wag not fo i^ch prevented bf 
Ibtbidding. the ufe of. money in the oticaiions of pri- 
vate perfoos, as it was encouraged by allowing it in' 
the public ; for that addted dignity to its ufe^ and ex- 
rited ftrong delires for its acquifition.' Indeed, it was' 
not to be imagined, ^hxt while it was valued in pub-' 
Kc, it would be defpifed in private, or that what they 
found io advantageous to the Hate, &ould be looked 
upon of no concern to themfelves. On the contrary ,■ 
it 19 ptain^ that cuAomS depending upon naticmal' 
isJ^i^utionE,. much fooner aSe^ the lives and manners' 
pf individuals, than the errors and vices of indivi- 
duals corrupt a whob nation. For, when the whole 
IB diJiempered, the parts mult be afieded too ; hut 
when the diforder fubiifl:s only in fome particular 
parts, it may be correfted and remedied by thofe 
(hat have not yet received the infeftion So that thefe 
^agiflrates, while they fet guards, I mean law "and 
fear of punifliment, at the doors of the citizens, to' 
binder the entr^uice of money,' did not keep their 
minds untainted with the love of it : they rather i|i- 
fpired that love, by exhibiting wealth a^ a great and 
ulmirable thing. But we have eenfured this condu£tr 
Ctf theirs in another place 

Lyfander, out of the fpoils he had taken, ere£te£l 
at Delphi his own ftatue, and thofe of his officers, in 
■braTs : he alfo dedicated, in gold, the ftars of Caitor 
and Pollux, which difappeared * before the battle of 
Leufira. The galley made of gold and ivory+y 
which Cyrus fent in congratulation of his vi£tory,'an(l 
which was two cubits long, was placed in the treaJ 
furyofBrafidas and the Acanthians. Alexandridee ]; 

* They were ftolen. Plutarch mentions it as an oraett of the 
drtadftil loft the Spirtans were to iutlbr in that bailie. 
• -(■ 'So ArifiobuluB, the Jewifli prince, prefented Pompay uritR x 
g<^en vim-yard or garden, valued at five hundred talents. That 
*inq^ard was confecratedin the temple of Jupiter Olympius, as this 
galley was at Delphi,' 

% This Alexandrides, or rather Anaxandrides, wrote an account 
of the oticrings fioi«a from tbe temple at DetflTt. 

of 
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Of l^elphi writes,' that Lyfander depofited there 
ataieflt of filver, fifty-two m'tmE, and eleven Jiaters: 
but'ttuE is not agreeable to the accounts of his po-- 
Terty we have from all iiiftorians. 

Though Lyfander had now attained to greater 
power than any Grecian before him, yet the pride 
an4 loftinefs of his heart exceeded it. For he was 
the firft of the Grecians, according to Duris, to whom 
altars were ere&ed by feveral aties, and lacrifices 
offered, as to a god*. To Lyfarider two hymns 
were firft fung, one of which began thus— - 

7b thefam*d leader xtfthe Grecian bands, 
From Spartans ample plains IJing lo paan ! 

Nay, the Samians decreed that the feafts which they 
had ufed to celebrate in honour of Juno, fhoiild be 
called the feafts of Lyfander. He always kept the 
Spartan poet Choerjlusf in his retinue, thai he might 
be ready to add luftre to his aftions by the power 
of verfe. And when Antilochus had written fome 
ftanzas in his praife, he was fo delighted, that he 
gave him his hat full of filver. Antimachus of Colo- 
phon, and Niceratus of Heraclea, compofed each a 
panegyric that bore his name, and contefted in form 
for the prize. He adjudged the crown to Niceratus, 

• What incenfe the meannefa of human nature can offer to one 
of their own fpecies I nay, to one who, having no regard to hiWou> 
er virtue, fcarce defervcd the name of a man 1 The Samiatia wor- 
fliipped him, as the Indians do the devil, that }ic might do them 
no more hurt ; that after one dreadtHil facriftce to his cruelty, he 
might feekno more. 

\ There were three poets of this name, but their wprtts are all 
loft. The firft, who was of Sajnos, fung the viaory of the Athe- 
nians over Xeraea. He ftouriflied about the fevent/-fiftb olympiad. 
Tl>e fecond was this Chosrilus of Sparta, who fioiirifhed about 
feienty years afier the fidi. The third was he who .attended Alex- 
ander the Gieat, above feventy years after th« time of Lyfander'; 
Oioerilua. 

\oi., in. O at 
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at vliicb ^tiibactBis* vis fo mMzh oSeO^tdf fhSt 
he fuppre&d his poem. Plato, trha was then Very 
youn^ and a gteatadmirei of .Antimuhusi't pdtity^ 
addreded him while vradcr this chagrin, and told hn» 
b^ way of coofblation, " That the ignotaat are &f- 
" ferers by their ignaraflcd, as the bhnd are by thdr 
** want of fight." Ariftonom, the lyrifl;, vhol Usttt 
fix- times won. the priac at the Fythtau gsmea,. to pa^ 
his court! to LyJimder, pronnfed him, that i£ he wite 
once more Tidorious, lie would declare hinielf Ly* 
lander's reta»iery or even his ilaTe. 

LyCander's ambition was a burthen only to the 
great, and to pericms of equal rank with hunfelf. 
But that arrogance and violence which grew into his 
temper along with his ambition, from the Batteries 
with which he was befieged, had a more extenlive 
influence. He fet no moderate bomids either te H* 
&Tour or tefentment. Governments nnfittuted irtA 
onexamitied, were the rewards of any friendfltip at 
hofpitaKty he had experienced; and the fbt« jrnnrSt- 
ment that could appeafe his anget was the deatft o^ 
{lis enemy : nor was there any way to efcape. 

There was an inftaflce of this at Mletus. Kfe 
was afraid that the leaders of the plebeian party therd 
Would fecure themfelves by ffight ;, thCTeforC, W 
draw them from their retreats, he took an oath not 
to do any of them the lestt uijury. They trtflfed 
him, an3 madi; theif appearance 3 but he immedi- 
ftely delivered them to the oppofite party, and thm: 
were put to death, to the number of eight hundrecU 
'- Infinite wwe the cruelties he exercHed* in every dtff 
againft thofe who were fufpefted of any inclinatiott 
to popular government. For he not only confulted 
his own paffions,. and gratified his own revenge, but 
eo-aperated in this refped with the refentments and 
a-rarice of all his fiiends. Hence it was, that the 

* AcconKng to others, he was of Claros. He was reefconed 
Bflct to Homer in heroic poelty. But lomi thowf^t him too pomp- 
ous and verbofe. 
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h-^^ of Eteocles* (he LacedieBU}nIafl« Was reckoned 
a good one, " That Greece could not bair twa 
** Lylanders." Theophrsftus, mdeed, tefU us, that 
Aychiftratus* had £ud the fame thing of Alcibiades; 
But infblctice, luxury, 9btd vanity, vete the ntdft dif.^ 
a^tett.bk' part of hii charafttfr ; whereas Lyfender** 
powftr was attended with a cruelty mid faTSgenifs of 
Otannen, that rendered it infupportable. 

There were many comptainta ag^ll him, 'l^hlch 
ikt Lacedssmonians paid no regard to. Hdv/tv&t 
when Phamabazus fent ambalfadors to Spsrtd, to fe* 
^efeilt the iiqury he had received from the depreda* 
ticttis cotfimitted in his ptovince, the epheirl weie in- 
tctdtif and put Thdrax, one of his friettds and coU 
feagne?; to death, having found filver in his pofleflibn ^ 
t o ntritty tt> i3« late law. They Kkewife ordered 
hjhaAit home bv their fcytala ; the n«ure arid -bM 
iff which wa» this :—^Whenevef the magiflrate^ feflf 
Cmt an iattunl or a genstal, they prepared two round 
](S^ei of Wood, wf& fo much exa£tnefs, that they 
tfen per^ffly e^i]^ bbfh ih length a^d thickndTtb 
Cfa* of tide tfcey kept themfelves, the other Was 
diflvered to the officer then tmployed. Thefe pieces 
of Wood *ere called Jt;v*ii/df. When they had any 
hiitet and important orders to convey to him, they 
t6dk a l<Mg nai'row fcroH of parchment, and rolled 
It Aoat their o*n ftaffj one fold clofe to another^ 
and then wrote thdr bufinefs on it. This done, they 
tbcffc oflF the fcrtoH, and feht k to the general. As 
ttiati as h€ r^teived ft, he applied it to his fbff, 
♦ticft fedhg jiiffi like tliat of the magiftrates, all the 
finds feH lA with one another, exadly as they did 
tk the writhig : and though before, the chafa^lers 
HlfM fo btoken and di^omted, that nothing couM bt 
Atade of theih, they how became plsdn and legible. 
"tbt ^Tchm^t» as well as the Riff, is called Jcy- 

*^U (houM be- nii MthiSniia. 

O 3 tttie,' 
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tale, fts the thing meafared bears the name of ttft 
meafure. ^ 

Lyfander,. who was then in the HeJlefpont, wa^i. 
tnuch alarmed at the fcytole. Pharnabazus being the 
perfon whofe impeachment he moft dreaded, he haft- 
ened to an interview with him, in hopes of being 
able to compofe their differences. When they met, 
he defired him to fend ano±er account to the ma- 
^ftr^tes, fignifying that he neither .had nor made any 
complaint. He was not aware (as the proverb has 
it) that " he was playing the Cretan with a Cretan.** 
PhamabazU3 promifed to comply with his requeft, 
and wrote a letter in his prefence agreeable to his di- . 
regions, but had cMitrived to have another by him, ■ 
to a quite contrary effed. , When the letter was to be . 
iealed, he' palmed that upon him which he had writtea ' 

' privately, and which exadly refembled it. Lyfander^ 
upon his arrival at Laceds^on, went, according to 
cuftom, to the fenate-houfe, and dejivered Phama- 
bazus's letter to the magiftrates ; affuring hinifelf that 
the heavieil charge was removed. For he knew that 
the Lacedsemonians paid a particular attention tq 

'. Fharnabazus, becaufe, of all the king's lieutenantsi > 
he had done them the grrateft fervices in the war. . 
When the ephori had read the letter, they iliewed it 
to Lyfander. He now found to his coft, that ".others 
*' have art befide Ulyffes/' and in great confufioj* 
left the fenate-houfe. _ _ . 

A few days alter, he appUed to the magiitrates* 
and told them, he was obliged to go to the temple of 
Jupiter Ammon, to offer the facrifices he had vowed 
before his battles. Some fay, that when he was be* 
fieging the city of the Aphytseans in Thrace, Am- 

. vaoa aftually appeared to him in 2 dream,- ^d-dr- 
dercd him to raife the fiege : that he compUed, with 
that order, and bade the Aphytxans facriiice to Aia* 
mon ^and for the fame reafon now haftened to pay 
his devotions to that deity in Lybia. ; But it was g&. 
aerally believed, that he only ufed the deity as a 
pretext} 
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pretext, and that the true reafon of his retiring was 
his fear of the ephori, and his averfion to fubjeftion, 
'He chofe rather to wander in foreign countries, than 
to be controuled at home. His haughty fpirit was 
nke that of an horfe, which has long ranged the paf- 
turcs at liberty, and returns with reluftance to the ' 
ftali, and to his former burthen. As for the reafon 
which Ephorus affigns for this voyage, I (hail men- 
tion it by and by. 

With much difficulty he got leave of the ephori 
to depart, and took his voyage. While be was upon 
■ it, the kings confidered that it was by means of the 
aflbciations he had formed, that he held the cities in 
fubje^on, and was in effedt mafter of all Greece, 
They refolved, therefore, to drive out his friends, 
and re-eftablifh the popular governments. This oc- 
calioned new cqnlmotions, Firft of all, the Athe- 
nians, from the caftle of phyle •, attacked the thirty 
tyrants, and defeated them. Immediately upon this, 
Lyfandet" returned, and perfuaded the Lacedaemo- 
nians to fupport the oligarchies, and to chaftjfe the 
people : in confequence of which, they remitted an 
hundred talents to the tyrants, to enable them to 
carry on the war, and appointed Lyfander himfelf 
thdr general. But the envy with which the kings 
were actuated, and their fear that he would take 
Athens a fecond time, led them to determine, that 
one of them fliould attend the expedition. Accord- 
ingly Paufanias marched into Attica, in appearance 
to fupport the thirty tyrants againft the people, but 
in reality to put an end to the war, left Lyfander, 
by his intereft in Athens, fhould become mafter of 
It again. This he eafily efFeded. By reconciling the 
Athenians among themfelves, and compofing the tu-. 
mults, he dipt the wings of Lyfander's ambition, 
Yet, as the Athenians revolted foon after, Paufanias 
was blamed for taking the curb of the oligarchy out 

" A, caQl» sbove Athens, ftrongly fituated. Xenophon often nwil-" 
iiont it in the fecond book of his Grecian Hiftory. 

03 of 
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of tb« inouth of the |»iQple^ and letting -them fst0W. 
bold and infolent again. On the contrary, it adde4 
tp the reputation ofLyfander : he was no\r <;Qnfider> 
ed as a man, who look 'not his meafures, ?ilh^ 
thrqugb favour or ofleataden, but in all lot df^n* 
tions, how fevere foever, kept a ftrt& and ftcady ty^ 
ypon the interefls of Spuiat 

Lyfander, indeed* had a ferocity in his a:preffon» 
as well as a^ons, which confounded his adverfaries; 
When the Argives had a di^uts with him about tbdr 
boundaries, and thought their plea better than th^t 
fif the X^aceda^moniaiis, he fhewed the^ htq fword, 
^nd faid, " H« that is nufter of this, cap beft pleaa 
** about boundaries." 

Wh^ a citizen of Megara treated him with gfcMi 
freedom bi a certain converfation, he laid, ** M]r 
f^ iriend, thofe Fords of thine fhould pot cpme'bUf 
** from ftrong walls and bulwarks." 

When the Bosotiaiis hefitated upcm foine propoHf 
fitiong be made them, he afked them, " Whether h(i 
** ftiould trail or pufK his pikes anipngft them ?'* 

The Poirinthians having deferted the league, he 
advanc^ up to their walls, but the L^cdffmpnianS] 
he found, were very loth to begin the affault, A bve 
juft then happening tp ftart out of the trenches, he 
"took occafion to fay, *< Are not you afliamed tp 
*•! dread thofe enemies, who arc fo idle, that the very 
*' hares fit in quiet under their walls ?" 

When kjng Agis paid the iaft tribute to nature, 
he left behind him a brother named Agefilaus, and 
a reputed fon named Leotychidas. Lyfander, who 
had regarded Agefilaus with an extraordinary affec-. 
tion, perfuaded him to lay claim to the crown, as a gfl* 
nuine defcendant of Hercules: whereas Leotychidas 
was fufpefted tobe the fon of Alcibiades, and the 
fruit of a private commerce which he had with ,11- 
msea the wife of Agis, during his ejcUe in Sparta. 
Agis, they tell us, from his computation of the time, 
concluded that the child was not his, and therefore 

took 
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took. 40 oo$K:e of L^oc^hid«», bat f itther openly diT 
^Tpvfd him thrpugh tbe wiioJf o^urfe of bis li£r 
iJovevff, wbeii he fell fick» and vas carried |p 
J]£ta^ *, be was prev^ed upc^ by t}ie entreaties ^ 
^f y«tfth hitofelf, and of Jiis fnelMls, before he die4, 
to decbre before many witneffes 4iat Leotycbidns 
■VK hi« lawfiil ioa. At the lame time, he defUttd 
all peifef^prefeat to tefUfy thele his kit w^sto the 
}AcedfeiaQtaan», and then immediately espired. 

Accort^Agly, they gave th^r teftimony in favour 
(d XdOOtydudas. As tor Agefllaiu* he w^s a nun of 
uncotiuDoQ merit, and fupportfd belidas by the lnt«- 
reA of Lyifmder, but his a^rt were near being 
ruin«d by Piophitee, a iamouE interpreter of oraclcta 
vib9 applied this prophecy to ius lamenefs-^ . 

ScKare, proud Sparta^ le/l a maimed empire \ 
Tj^ boated Jhength impair; for other woes 
Tng.n thou bekoldji, await tkee — borne away 
JBy the ftrong tide of war.'^ 

-Many believed this interpretation, and were turning 
to Leptychidas. But Lyfander obferved, that Dio- 
phites had miftaken the lenfe of the oracle ; for that 
the deity did not give himfelf any concern about their 
being governed by a lame king, but meant that their 
government ■would be lame, if. fpurious perfons 
mould wear the crown amongft die race of Hercules. 
Thus, partly bv his addrefs, and partly by Kis inte- 
reft, he prevaifed upon them to give the preference 
to Agefilaus, and he was declared king. 

* Xeiwphoii (I. li.) teUs us that Agis ftll lick at Heraa, » dty 
of Arcadia, on hia wtf from Delphi, ini that he was carried to 
SptrU,.and died there. ' 

■f The onck confidersd the two kin^ of Sparta, as its two legs, 

the. lupport» of iW freedom; which in iafl they were, by being a 
check upon each other. The Lacedemonian* were therefore ad- 
monifhed to beware of a lame guxcrnmeut, of having their republic 
' converted into a monarchy ; which indeed proved their ruin at laft. 
, , ' Vide Justin, l.^i.- 

O 4 Lyfander 
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Lyfander immediately preffed him to cany the 
war into Alia, eBcouraging him with the hope of de- 
ftroying the Perfian monarchy, and becommg hint- 
felf the greateft of mankind. He likewife fent in. 
ftru£Mons to his friends in Afia, to petition the La- 
cedEe'monians, to give Agefilaus the conduft of the 
war agEUnft the. barbarians. They compUed with his 
order, and fent ambaf^dors to Lacedsmon for that 
purpofe. Indeed, this command, which Lyfander 
procured Agefilaus, feems to have been an honour 
fequal to the crovra *tfelf. But ambitious fpjrits» 
though in other refpe£ts not unfit for affairs of dates, 
are hindered from many great aftions, by the envy 
' they bear their fieltow candidates for fame. For thus 
they make thofe their adverfaries, who would other- 
wife have been their afliflants in the courfe of glory. 

Agefilaus took Lyfander with him, made him one 
of his thirty counfellors, and gave him the firft rank 
in his frieiidihip.' But when they came Info Afia, 
Agefilaus found, that the people, being unacquainted 
with him, feldom applied to him, and wwe very 
fhort in their addrefles ; whereas Lyfander, whom 
they had long known, had them always at his gates 
or in his train, fome attending out of friendfbip, and 
others out of fear. Jufl: as it happens in tragedies, 
that a principal aftor reprefents a mefienger or a. 
fervant, and is admired in that charafter, while he 
who bears the diadem and fceptre, is hardly liftened 
to when he fpeaks ; fo in this cafe the counfelloi 
xngroffed all the honour, and the king had the title 
of commander, without the power, 

Dpubtlefs this unfeafonable ambition of Lyfander 
deferved correftion, and he was to be made to know 
that the fecond place only belonged to him. But 
entirely to caft oifa friend and benefaflor, and, from, 
a jealoufy of honour, to expofe him to fcom, was 
a ftep unworthy the charafter of Agefilaus. He be- 
gan with taking bufinefs out of his hands, and ma^- 
jjig it a point not to employ' him on any occafion 

wher^ 
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where he might idiftinguift himfelf.* In the neact ■ 
place, thofe for whom Lyfaadcr interefted himfelf, 
vere fureto milcarry, and to meet with lefs. indulge 
ence than others of the mezneft ftatlon. Thus the 
king gradually undermined his power. 

When Lyfander found that he failed in all his app 
plications, and that his kindnefs was only an hinder- 
ance to his friends, he deiired them to forbear their 
addrefles to him, and to wait only upon the king, or 
the prefent difpenfers of his i^vours. In confequence 
cf this, they gave him no farther trouble about bu- 
Tmefs, but (till continued their attentions, and join^ ■ 
him in the pubEc walks and other places of refoit. 
This gave Agefilaus n^ore pain than ever, and his 
envy and jealoufy continually increafed ; infomuch 
■ that while he gave commands and governments to 
cMnmon foldiers, he appointed Lyfander his carver. 
Then, to infult the lonians, lie bade them " go and 
** make their court to Iijs carver." 

Hereupon, Lyfander determined to come to an ex- 
planation with him, and their difcourfe was very la- ' 
eonic. " Truly, Agefdaus, you know very well 
*' how to tread upon your friends." ** Yes," faid 
he, ** when they want to be greater than myfclf. ft 
** is but fit that thofe who arc willing to advance-my 
** power, fliould Ihare it." "Perhaps," faid Lyi- 
fander, '♦ this is rather what you fay, than what I 
*' did. I bee of you, however, for the lake of ftran- 
f gers who have their eyes upon us, that you will 
'' put me in fomt? poft, where I may be leall obnoxi- 
^* 0(18, and moft ufefui to you." 

Agreeably lo this requeft, the lieutenancy of the 
Heltefpont was granted bim ; and though he flill re> 
taiiied his refentmenc againll Agefdaus, he did not 
neglect his duty. He found Spitbridates*, a Fer- 

.* Sq Xenophcn calls fiini I not Milhiidatis, the comm«nte3.f:- 
JTig in Plutarch. . Indeed, fome niaimfcrtpti hate it Spilhridates hi 
'thelifeof Agefilaus. 
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6mt nmaxksblt for his valour^ and with m army ^t 
hit oommand, at varienoe with Fhaimabazus, vid per- 
fpaded him to revolt to AgefiJaus. ' Hub was th$ osir 
ly fervice he was employed \ipoa. ; and when thi^ ^q/Hf 
imSioa was expired, he returned to Spart^ 'm greftt 
^IgracC; highly incenfed againll AgeTilaus, apd more 
diipleafed than eves with the whole irxnie pf govern^ 
ment. He refolved, thece&>re, now, without aay 
farther Icfs of time, to bring about the disnge be iia4 
long meditated in the coniUtutioB. 

When the Heiadidas mixed with the Ponans» im4 
fettlei in Peloponnefus, there wu » largp and floq- 
liftung tribe of them at Sparta.. The whple, how- 
ever, were not entitled to the regal fucceffion, b^t 
only two families, the EurytlonidfE and the Agidae j 
whUe the reft had no fhare in the adiaipiftr^tioo on 
account of their high birth. For as to the cosuaoii 
rewards of virtue, they were f^ien to aU toen, of dif- 
tinguilhed merit. Lyfknder, who was c^ this Uaetge, 
mo fooner faw himfelf exalted by hie great ajfUons, 
and fupported with Iriends and power* but he he>- 
came uneafy to think that a dty, which owed its 
grandetu- to him, ftjould be ruled by others no bet- 
ter defended than himfelf. Hence he entertained a 
defign to alter the fettlement which confined th^ fuc- ' 
ceffion to two families only, and to lay it open to aD 
the Heraclida:. Some lay, his intention wast to extend 
lhi& high' honoQr not only to all the Heraclidas, but 
to all the dtizeat of Sparta ; that it might not fo much 
belong to the pofterity of Hercules, as to thofe who 
refembled Hercules m that virtue vrbKh numbered 
. him with the gods. He hoped too, that when (he 
crown was fettled in this manner, no Spartan wo\^d 
have better pretenfions than himfelf. 

At iirft' he prepared to draw the citizens into' his 
fcheme, and committed to memory an oration writ^ 
ten by Cleon of HalicamalTuG for that purpofe. But 
he foon faw that fo great and difficult a reformation 
required bolder and more extraordinary methods to 

bring 
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bnag It to beat. And ai in tr^dy, macluneqr U 
made ufi: of, wlure more natural me^ns will not do, 
fo he revived to ftrike the peopb with oracles anil 
prophecies ; waU knomng that the eloquence of Cleoa 
iroulil avail but little, uolels he ftrft fubdued their 
nunds with divioe lan^ioos and the terrors of fiipa>' 
fti^on. Ephorus tdls us, he hrii attempted to cor- 
rupt the prieftefi of Delphi, and afterwards thofe cf 
Dodoaa, bv means of on^ Phereclei ; and having no 
^iccefe in other application* he' went hin^df to the 
oraclis of Ammon, and offered the priefis large funif 
of gold. They too rejeded hie offers with indigna- 
tion, and fent deputies to Sparta to accufe him of that 
crime. When thefe Lybians found he was acquitted, 
they took their leave of the Spartans in this manner 
m . -.-** We will pafs better jiidgments, when yoa 
*f came to live among us in Lybia." It feems, there 
was an a&cicnt prp^ecy, that the Lacedfemoiuans 
VDuld Ibmc tiine or other fettle in Africa. This 
yrhoie fchpme of Lyfander*s was of no ordinary tex- 
ture, nor took its rife from accident^ circumliances, 
hut was laid deep* and condufi^d with iincommoa 
txt and addreis : So that it may be compared w a 
piathematica] demonftration, in which, A-om ftun^ 
principles firft affumed, the conclufion is deduded 
through a variety of abftrufe and intricate ftcps. W« 
Oiall, therefore, explain it at large, taking Ephorus, 
who wa» both an hiftorian and, philofopher, for out 
guide. 

'Hiere was a woman in Pontys, who gave oot 
that flie was pregnant by Apollo. Many rejefted . 
|ier affertion, (and many believed it. So that when 
fhe was delivered of a fon, feveral perfons «f the great-, 
pft eminence took particular care of his educadon, 
and for iome reafon or other gave him the name of 
Silenue. . Lyliuider toc^ this miraculous birth for a 
Ibundation^ and rufed all his building upon it. He- 
made choice of fuch aififtants, as might bring the 
jtory into repi^tation, and tut it beyond fvfpicion- 

Then 
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Then he jfot another ftory propagated' at'Delphi and 
fpread at Sparta, ** That certain ancient oracles were 
** kept in the private regifters of the priefts, which 
** it was not lawful to touch or to look upon, till in/ 
" fome future age a perfon ihould arife, who could 
*' clearly prove himfelf the fon of Apollo, and he. 
*' was to interpret and pubiifh thofe oracles." The 
way thus pr^ared, Silenus was to make his appear- 
ance^ as the fon of Apollo, and demandthe oracles. 
The priefts, who were in combination, were to en^ 
quire into every article, and examine him flri^tly ai- 
to his birih. At laft they were to pretend a convic- 
titnt of his divine parentage, and to fhew him the' 
books. Mlenus then was to read in public all thofC' . 
prophecies, particularly that for which the whole de- 
fign was fet on foot } namely, *' 'fhat it would be 
*' more for the honour and intercft of Spata to fet 
*' afide the prefent race of kings, and choofe others . 
*' out of the befl and moft worthy men in the comr 
*' monwealth." But when Silenus was grown up; 
and came to undertake his part, Ly&nder had the 
, mqrtifiRition to fee his piece mifcarry by the cowar* 
dire of one of the afiors, whofe heart feiled him 
juft as the thing was goitig to be put in execution. 
However, nothing of this was difcovered, while Lyfan- 
der lived. 

He died before Agefilaus returned from Afia, af* 
ter he had engaged his country, or rather involved 
all Greece, in the Bceotian war. It is indeed related 
varioufiy, fome laying the blame upon him, fome 
upon the Thebans, and others upon both. Thofe 
who charge the Thebans with it, fay, they overturned 
the altar, and prophaned the facrifice* Agefilau8 wa? 
offering 

." Be^de this ^^Jr of the faciiflce, tbe>'L'4<M^mi)nians wetc 

offended at the Thebans, for their claiming Uit tenths' of the Utit 
fuK taken at Decelea; as weJI as for .refoling.to attend them in 
their expedition igainfi the Pirwiis, and diffuading the Corinihiaii 
from joining in that eatcrprifc- Indeed,' Ihe Thebsns began to be 

jealoui ' 



L,-z._iv,Coog[c 



. LTaANDER. soj 

I at Autis; and that Androclides and Amphi- 
tfaeus, bdng corrupted with Ferfian money", attacked 
the Fhocians and laid wafte their country, in order 
to draw upon the X^acedsanonians the Grecian war. 
Op. the other- hand, they who make Ly&nder the 
author of the war, inform us, he was highly dif- , 
pleafed, that the Thebans only, of all the conf«de-' 
rates, ihould' claim the tenth of the Athenian fpoits 
taken at Decelea, and complain of his fending the 
money to Sparta. But what he mofl: reiented was, 
their putting- the Athenians in a way of delivering 
' themfelves From the thirty tyrants, whom he had fee 
up. The Lacedxmonians, to {bei^then the hanidc 
of thofe tyrants, and make them more formidable, 
had decreed, " That if any Athenian fled out of the 
*-' city, he Hiould be apprehended, wherever he was 
** found, and be obliged to return; and that whoever 
*' oppofed the taking fuch. fugitives, fhould be treated 
f' as enemies to Sparta." The Thebans on that 
occafion gave out orders, that deferVe to be enrolled 
with the actions of Hercules and Bacchus. They 
■ caufed proclamation to be made, " That every hou& 
" and city ihould be open to fuch- Athenians as.de- 
" fired proteftion ; that whoever refufed affiftance 
" to a fugitive that was feized, ihould be iined a 



Kaloua of the growing power of the Laced EemoniaTis, and did not 
want to feelhe' Athenians, whole weight had been conliderable ia 
the balance of power, entirely ruined. 

. ' ' -XsNorH. Gr. Hifi. 1. iii. 

* Thefe were not the onlv perTons who had talten the Perfiaq 
money. Tithranftcs, alarmed at the progrels Agefilaua was making 
in Alia, fent Timocrates the Rbodiaii with fifty talents to bo dil- 
hibuted among the leading msn in tfae ftates of Greece. Thofe 
of Corinth and Argoe had their Ihare as well as the Thebang. In 
Confequence of thii the Thebans ptrfuaded the Locriana to pilla|^ 
a trau of land that was in difpute between the Phodans^nd the 
Thebans. The Phociana made reprifals. ■ The Thebans fupported 
the Locrians. Whereupon the Pliocians applied to the Spartans,- 
aod'tbe war became {[eneral. 

*' talent; 
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** taleilt i and ffut if airf oile Ihodld cany il-flSt 
* thtcnigh Boeotia agaitiA the Athemm tfnOtti ht 
**■ {hould not meet with the ieaft nloleftation.'* Kd* 
vere then- aidions oniuitabk ta tHefe decretn, (o hu- 
m4ne» and fo worthy of OificiaAs. Whoo Tinffj 
bulus and his coirtpany fazed tho caftle of FhjWf 
and laid the plan of their othei' operations, h w4s 
from Thebes they fet out ; and the Thdiahs not oKly 
iuppHed them witk: arms zai ihoney, but gfave^«ns 
a kmd reception and cTery encduragemerit. Tbefe 
were the gioimds of Lyknder's refentment z^xA- 

He was natur:^ ptone to afiger, and the thelaD^ 
dioly that grev upon him tnih years, made hhn fli^ 
More foi He therefore importuned the epkori to fend 
kim againil the Thebans. Accordingly he was ent-' 
ployed, and nisrched ottt at the bead of otie antiy, 
4nd Pauf^i&s n'a» foon fent after turn with aitothef. 
Paufaioas took a circuit by mount Cithaaron, to est- 
ter Bceota, and Lyfander went through Fhcci» iridi 
a vefy confiderable force to meet him. The <tity of 
Orchomenus was fiirrendered to him as he was nffon 
his march, and he took Ldiadra. by ftonn, and t^mr- 
^od it. From theace he fent letters td Failfamks, 
to defire him to remove from PJatasa, and join bini' 
at Haliartus ; for he intended to be there himfelf by 
break of day. But the meSenger was tdcas by a- 
ThebaU recomioitring party, ^ui the bettsrS vtem 
: jcaixied to Thebes. Hereupon the Thfehans etn 
tnifted their city with a body of Athenian auxiliaries, 
sad marched out theflifelves afcWirt miditfgfit fttf Ha- 
fiartus. They reached the tdwfl A little beforfe Ly- 
fander, and entered it with part of th^ fiarces. Ly- 
fitnder at tirft thought proper ta oicamp upon an 
aninence, and wait for Paufanias. Bfilt when thtf 
daytegan to decline, he grew impatient, and orderef^ 
the Lacedsemonians and confederates ta arm. - Tlrea 
fie led out his troops in a direS: tine al£«g &^ Mgto 

road 
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fMtd up to the waUs. The Thebans trho mnained 
without, taking the city on the left, fd) upon his 
T«w, at the fountain called Cifiu& *. 

If is labte^, that the nurfes of Bacdid* xn^btS ■ 
Bimitf thi» fdutttain immediatelj after hie binh. The 
water i^ iadieeij, of i bright and Diit^g colour like 
^ritme, an4 a moft agreeable tafte. Not un off groir 
the Crttm ealiest of which jav^iM are made ; by 
M(Meh the HaliartiuM wouM prove that Rhadx- 
diandias dwelt there. Befides, they ftew bis umtb, 
^luch they call Alea. The monument of Alcmenx 
too is Bea^ that place ; and nothing, they fay, can 
be laove probable than that flic was buried there, 
^eeaufe me married Rhadamajitbas ift^ Ampt^-> 
fl7<»i'» death. 

The orfier Thebans, who h^d entered the cisy, 
iretriip t*4th the HalrartlMW, and ftood ftiU for fomd 
time.' But when they faw Lyfander with his VM^ 
gtt:tfd approaching the' walU, they rtllbed out at thd 
gttes, arid killed him, with i diviner by his fide, xai 
feme few more ; for the greateft paft retired a« lift 
t» poffible to the man body. The Thebans purfuAl 
dnjr advantage, and preSed upon them with fa 
ttUKU arddur, that they were £x)ri put to the routf 
nd' fled to the hills. Their lols amourCted ta A 
tlloiifaBd, and that of the Thebans to three biindred. 
The latter loft their lives by chacifig the enaffry ii** 
«K^gy arid dangerotts afeeftts. Thefe thrte Hufldrai 
Had been accufed of favooring fhe Lacedemonians ■; 
and being deterftdned to* wipe oS that ftain, they 
(Mrfued with a ralhnefs which ptoved faial to 
(hentfelveg. , 



• The WSme of this foontaln lliould probably be correi^rf front 
Miidwiu and Strabo. and b« read TUfkn/aM Ti^kqfa. 

f Strabo tells ub Haliartus wu dektojei by the Bomam in the 
war with Perfeuj. He mlfo ilientjons.a laVe near it, which produces 
OUUi or rsed4,' not for lliaftft' of jriv^hu, but for pipes or flutu. 
Flnluch too mentions the latter ufe in the life of SylU. 

Paul*. ' 
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Paufemas received the news of this milfoTtan^ 
as he was upon his march from Flatsea to Thefpis^ 
and he continued his rout in good order to Haliartus. 
Thrafybulufi Ukewife brought up his AtheniaaB thi- 
ther from Thebeg. Pauiaiiuas wanted a truce, that 
he might article for th& dead : but the older Spar- 
tans could not think of it without indignatioa-- . They 
went to him and declared, *' that they would never. 
*' recover the body of Lyfander by, truce, but by, 
"arms; that, if they -conquered, they Ihould bring 
" it off, and bury it with honour ; and if ihey were 
•* worfted, they Ihould fall glprioufly upon, the fame 
■* foot with their commander." ' Notwithftanding 
there reprefentations of the .veterans, Paufanias law 
it would be very difficult to beat the Thebans now 
fluflted with victory ; and - that even if he fhould 
have the advantage, he could hardly, without a truce, 
carry off the body which lay fo near the walls. He 
therefore fent an herald, who fettled -the conditions, 
wd then retired with his, army. As foon as they were 
got out of the confines of Boeotia, they interred Ly- 
' fander in the territories of the Penopseans, which . 
was the firft ground belonging to their friends and 
. fKMifedefates. His monument ftill remains by ihc; 
road from Delphi to. Chseronea. While the Lacedat* 
monians had their quarters there, it is reported that 
ft certain Phocian, who was giving an account of the 
a^ion to a friend of his that was not in it, faid, 
** The enemy fell upon them, juft after Lyfander haa 
" palled the Hopiites." While the man ftopd won- 
dering at the account, a Spartan, a friend of Lyfao^ 
der's, alked the Phocion what he meant by Hop- 
Ute.s*^ for he could make nothing of it. *' I mean," 
iaid he, " the place where the enemy cut down our 
" firft ranks. The river that runs by-the town in 

* IJoplifes, though the name of that river, fignifies alfo a itavg' 

anaedfilditr, 

« caUed 
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** called HopUtet.'* Hie Spartan, when he htari 

diis, buHt out into tears, and cried out, " How ioe-' 
** vitaU? u &te !" It feems, Xyfandn had recsived 
an oracle, couched in thefe terms- — — 

Fh from Hoplites and the e<frth-hqrn dragon 

Thatjiings thee in the rear—' — 
Some fay the Hoplites does not run ^ty B[a]iarttM» but 
is a brook near Coronea, which mixes nith the ri- 
ver Phliams, and runs along to that city. It wu iox'. 
mu-ly ^led Hoplias, but i& now known by the jeome 
of Ifomantus. The Haliartiaa Who kiUed Lyiko* 
der, was named Neochoms, and he bore a linigoB- 
ia Us &idd» whichit was fuppofed the.«3£le referred 
to. 

They tell us too, tb« the city of Thdw, during 
the Pdeponndian war, had an oracle froattbe \SsaO' 
nios Apollo, which foretold the bat^e of OeliunL*. • 
and ihii at HaJiartus, though the latter did ngt bap' • 
pen till thirty ye»s a£t^ the other. The «racle runs 
ifaus. < I. 

Seware the confines of the wolf; nor Jpread 

Thy fnares for foxes on th' Orch^ian kiile. 
The country about Delium he calls the confines, be- 
caufe Bceotia there borders uppn Attica j and by the 
Orchalian hill is meant that in particular called ^/c* 
pecmfi on that fide of Helicon which looks towards 
Haliartus. 

Aiter the death of Lyfander, the Spartans fo much 
refented the whole behaviour of Paufanlas, with re- 
fpefl to that event, that they fummoned him to jbp 

j> The battle of Delium, in which the Athenian* were defeated 
by the Thebans, was fou^t the firft year of the elghtj^ ninth olyoi- 
piad, -four hundred aiid twenty-two yeare before Chr'iftj and thtff 
of Hahartut full Uventy-moe years afur. But it is fvnusfln Itf 
b^loriaw.to tnitke sfe of a laani nijoiber, ex9ept is fi^^.v^l^ 
great precifion is required. 

fThAt Is./M-Ai//. 
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ttied for his life. He did not appear to anfweftliat 
charge, but fled to Tegea, and took refuge in Miner- 
va's temple, where he fpent the reft of his days as her 
fuppUant. 

Lyfander's poverty, which was difcovered after his 
death, added lullre to his virtue. It was then found, 
that notwithftanding the money which had paffed 
dirough his hands, the authority he had exerdfed 
over fo many cities, and indeed the great empire he 
had been pouefTed of, he had not in the leaft improv- 
ed his family fortune. This account we have from 
Theopompus, whom we more eafily believe when he 
commends, than when he finds &ult ; for he, as wdl 
as many others, was more inclined to cenfure than to 
praife. 

Ephorus tells us, that afterwards, upon fome dif- 
putes Jietween the confederates and the Spartans, it 
was thought neceffary to inTpeS the writings of Ly- 
' fander, and for that purpofe Agefilaus went to as 
houfe. Among the other papers, he found that po- 
litical one, calculated to fhew how proper it would 
be to take the right of fucceilion from the Eury- 
tionid^ and Agidse, and to eleSt the kings from 
among perfons of the greateft merit. He was going 
to produce it before the citizens, and to ihew what 
the real principles of Lyfander were : but Lacrati- 
das» a man of fenfe, aiid the principal of the ephori, 
kept him from it, by reprcfenting, ** how wrong it 
** would be to dig Lyfander out of his grave, when 
*• this oration, which was written in fo artful and 
" jjerfuafive a manner, ought rather to be buried with 
*' him." 

Among the other honours paid to the memory of 
Lyfander, that which I am gomg to mention is ncme 
of the leaft. Some perfons, who had contraSed 
themfelvei to his daughtws in his Hfe-time, whei^ 
they fbimd he died poor, fell off from their engage- 
mnets. The Spartans fined them for courtmg me 
aluance 
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alliance while they had riches in view, and breaking 
off* when they difcov^red that poverty, which was the 
beft proof of Lyfander's probity and juftice. It feems, 
at Sparta there was a law which punifhed, not only 
thofe who continued in a Hate of celibacy, or mtrried 
too late, but thofe that married ill ; and it was level* 
led chiefly at perfons who married into rich, rather 
than good fanulies. Such are the particulars of Ly- 
fander's life which hidory has fupplied us with. 
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LUCIUS Cornelius Sylla was of a patrician (»• 
milr* One of his anceflors, named Ruftous*, 
is fud to nave been conful, but to. have hllen ihi< 
der a difgrace more than equiyalent to that honour. 
He was found to have in his polTeflion more than 
ten pounds of plate, which the law did not allow, 
andfor that was expelled the Ccnate Hence it was, 
that his pofterity continued in a low and obfcure 
condition ; and SylU himfelf was bora to a very 
fcanty fortune. Even after he was grown up, he 
lived in hired lodgings, for which he paid but a 
fmall confideratioD ; and afterwards he was re- 
proached with it, when rifen to fuch opulence as 
he had no reafon to exped. For one day as he was 
.boafting of the great things he had done in Africa, 
a perfon of charader made anfwer, " How canft 
*' thou be an honeft man, who art ntafler of fuch a 

* Publicum Cornetiiu Bufinus was twice confu) ; the firft time in 
the year of Rome 4.63, and the fecord thirteen years afler. He wu 
expelled the fenate two years after hia fecond confulOiip, when Q. 
Fabricins Lulcinns and Caiua jCmilius Papus were ccnfbn. Vel- 
Idui PatercutiiB tell« \u, Sylla wai the fixth in delcent tram thii Ru- 
&1US i which might very well be| for between the firft confulflitp 
of BufiauB and the firft campaign of SyUa there waa a fpace«f 
a hundred and eighty-eight yean. 

" fottune. 
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" fiartune* thourfi thy hAa left th^ notlyng ?" It 
feems, though th« Ronvos at that tun? did not re^ 
tai» their, ancient intc^ty uu) puHty of manners, 
but were degenerated mto luxury and espence, they 
yet coafidered it as ;io lefs difgraceful to have d^ 
parted IroHi.&inily poverty, than to have fpeut ^ 
paternal eftate. And a long time after, whep SyJlflf 
had made himfelf abfolute, and put numbers to 
death, B man who was only the iecond of hj$ family 
that was ft-ee, being condemned to be thrown down 
the Tarpeian rock, for concealing a friend of his 
diat was in the profcriptbn, Ipoke of 3ylla iif fhis 
upbraiding manner— ^' I am his old afijuai^^auce ;; 



difference between their fortunes w^s theq oqly a 
^ou&iul feflerces, which in Attic money is two 
hundred and fifty drachmas. 3uch is the jicqouiu 
.«re haiw of his oiigin. 

As to bJs figure, we have the whole of U in his 
ftatues, except liis eyes. They were of a hvely blue, 
fierce and menacing j and the ferodty of his 9^€t 
was baghteoed by his completion, which was a 
jtxong red interQierfed with fpots oif white. From . 
his complexion they tell us, he had the naiwe of 
Sylla*; and an Aoieman droll drew the following 
jdl from it— 

" Sylla*s a mulberry ftrev'4 o'er with meal.'* 
Nor is U. foreign to make ihefe obfervatiom upon'a 
man, who in ms youth, before he emerged from ob* 
fcurity, was fuch a lover of drolleiy, that he (pent his 
time with mimics and jellers, and went with them 
every lei^h of riot. Nay, when in the height of his 
power, he would collet the molt noted players and 

* $il or $flia« yellow -kind of earth, wbiqh, wben bunt, be- 
cones rad. Hence ^JiMCns Coior, in Vitruvius, fignifio purple. 

P 3 ■ buf- 
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tmfibons every day, and, in a manner unimtable to 
his age and dignity, ' drink and join with them in 
licentious wit, while bufihefs of confequence lay. 
negtefted. Indeed, Sylia would never admit of any 
thmg ferious at his table ; and though at other times 
S nian of bufmefs, and rather grave and auftere in 
his-manner, he would change inftantaneoufly, when- 
tVer he had company, and begin a caroufal. So that 
(b'buffoons and dancers, he was the moft affable man 
hi 'the world, the moft eafy of accefs j and they 
m)i>ulded him juft as they pleafed. 
■ To this diffipation may be imputed his libidi- 
nous attachments,' his diforderly and infamous love 
of pleafure, which ftuck by him evm in-age. One of 
his miftreffes, named NicopoHs, was ,a courtezan, 
but very rich. She was fo taken with his company, 
&nd the beauty of his perfon, that (he entertained a 
Veal paffion for him, and at her death appointed him 
her heir. His mother-in-law, who loved him as her 
own ion, likcwife left him her eftate. With thefe 
additions to his fortune, he was tolerably provided 
for. 

He was appointed quasftor to Marius in his firft 
confulfliip, and went over with hira into Africa to 
carry on the war with Jugurtha. In the military de- 
partment he gained great honour, and, among other 
things, availed himfelf of an opportunity to make a 
friei>d of Bocchus king of Numidia. The ambaffa- 
dors of that prince had juft efcaped out of the hands 
of robbers, and were In a very indifferent condition, 
when Sylla gave them the moft humane reception, 
."loaded them with prefents, and fent them back with 
a ftrong guard. 

Bocchus, who for a long time had both hated and 
feared his fon-in-law Jugurtha, had him then at his 
court. He had taken refuge there after his defeat ; 
and Bocchus now meditating to betray him, chofe 
rather to let Sylla feize him, than to deliver him up 
himfelf. 
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himfelf. Sylla communicated the afiair to Maiius, 
and taking a fmall party with liim, fet out upon 
the expedition, dangerous as it was. What, indeed, 
could be more fo, tnan in hopes of getting another 
man into his power, to trufl himfelf with a barba* 
rian ^o was treacherous to his own relatione? In 
fa£t, when Bocchus faw them at his difpofal, and that 
be was under the neceffity to betray either the one 
or the other, he debated long within himfelf which 
fliould be the victim. At laft, he determined to abide 
by his firft refolution, and gave up Jugurtha into the 
bands of Sylla. 

This procured Marius a triumph; but envy 
afcribed all the glory of it to Sylla, which Marnu 

' in his heart not a little refented i dpecially, when 
he found that Sylla, who was naturally fond' of fame, 

. and from a low and obfcure condition now came to 
goleral efteem, let his ambition carry him fo fu*, 
as to give ord^s for a fignet to be engraved with a 
repre&itation of this adventure, which be conllant- 
ly ufed in felling his letters. The device was, 
Bocchus delivering up Jugurtha, and SyUa receiv- 
ing him. 

This touched Marius to the quick. However, as 
he thought Sylla not confider^le enough to be th« 
object of. envy, he continued to employ him in his 
wan. Thus, in his fecond confulfli^, he made him 
one of his lieutenants, and in his third gave him 
the command of a thoufand men. SyUa, in the& 
feveral capacities, performed many important fer* 
vices. In that of lieutenant, he took Copillus, chief 
of the Te&ofagae, prifoner ; and in that of tribune, 
he perfuaded me great and popular nation of the 
MaHi to declare themfelves friends and allies, of 
the Romans. But finding Marius uneafy at his fuc- 
cefs* and that, iiiitead of giving him new occafions 
to diftinguifh himfelf, he rather oppofed his ad- 
vancement,, he applied to Catulus. th« colleague of 
Marius. 

P 4 Catulus 
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. Catiiliu was a worthr man, but waitted that vi^ur 
vhich is Qeceflary f6r amon. He therefore employett 
Syiia in the moft difficalt enterjnifes ; which opened 
him a fine fidd both of honour and power. He 
ibbducd moft of the barbarians that : inhabited the 
AlpE i and, in a time 6! fcardty, undertook, to prtt- 
cure a fupply of provifions ; which he performed (o 
effe&ually, that thete was not only abundance in 
(he camp of CatuluB, but the overplus fprved to rea 
lievi that of Marius. 
. '■■. Sytla himfelf writes, that Marius was greatly af* 
Aided at this circumftance. From fo fmall and 
diiidifli a caoife did that enmity fpnng, which after- 
svardfi grew up in blood, and was nonriihed' by civil 
wars and the rage of fai^oil ; till it ended in ty4 
puuy and th« confufioa of the whole ftare. Thit 
fhem how wife a man Euripides was, ahd how wall 
)ie underfiood die diftempers df government, when 
lie called i^ton mankind to beware of-^nbitiOn* 
as the moft deibuSive of dsemoiu to thofe thxt 
irorfliip her* 

Sytia by this time drought the gic»7 he had ao> 

Sinred in war fufEdent to procure him a ftorein 
le adminiftration, and therefore immediately left the 
catnp, td goand niakie liis coutt to the people. T^ 
office he felidted was thai of the city pnBtofjhip, but 
fae failed in die attempt. The realist he affi^ 
is this-: the people, he fays, knowing the !ftiend» 
ftip betwetii Mm and Bocchus, expe^ed, if he wa* 
cemle be^sre his prsetorfiiip, that he would treat 
than with magnificent huntings and combats of 
.African wild btiafts, a^d on that accctiiit chbfe other 
pttetors, (hat he might be forced upon the aedife* 
Ihip. But the fubfequcnt events 'fitewc^d the cauft 
alleged by Sylta not to be the true ofle. For 
the year following f he got hinAlf eledfed praetor, 
^tly by his aflidultiee, and partly by hi§ rnOTicy* 

• Phoenifle, v. X34, + The year of Hoqje «S7. 

■ . While 
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While he bbre that office he happened to be pro- 
"vok^d fit Cecfar, and ftid to him angrily, *' I wifl 
" ufe my aUtbority againft you." Gsefar • anfwered, 
laughing, •* You do well to call it yours, for you 
** bought it." 

After his prsetorlhip he was fent Into Cappadocuu 
Ifis pretence for that expeditioii wa> the re-eftabliih- 
ttient of Ariobarzanes; bttt his rea! defign was t» 
teftrain the entw^ifing fpjrit of Mitbrithtes, y^a 
■was gainiag feinifdi' dominions no lefs refpefliabh; 
than his paternal ones-. Hfc did not take many troopt 
with him out of Italy, but availed himfelf of the fer- 
vice of the alhes, whom he found Tvell affefted to the 
tojxk. With thefe he attacked the Cappadocians, . 
«&d cut in pieces great numbers of them, and ftiB 
Wiore of the Ai-menjans, *h6 came to their fuccour : ■ 
5ft cOfiftqnence of which, Gordius was driven out, 
■and Afic^rzanes reftored to his kingdom. 
• Durmg his encatnpment on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, Orobazas came ambaSador to him from 
•Arfaces king of Parthia. There had as yet been nft 
intei*courfe between the t*o natipas'; and it mull be 
toMifidered as a circumftance of Sylia's good fortune 
that he was the firft Roman to whom the Parthian* 
allied for friendihip and alKance. At the time of 
«udi«iee, he is faid to have ordered three chairs, one 
■for Ariobarzanes, one for Ordbasus, and andther in 
die -middle for hhnfelf. Orobazus -was afterwards put 
■to death by the king cf Parthia, for fubmitong fo far 
to a Roman. As for Sylla, fome commended iuS 
lofty behaviour to the barbarians; while others blam^ 
■«d it, as infolent and out dffeafon. 
' it is reported that a certain Chalcidian t, in the 
^raift of Orobazus, looked at Sylia's face, and ob- 

- • ^TUs tnuft bava been S«itU( JuKus Ctefar, who was eonfiil foW 
years after Sylla'a pratorihip. Cans JiriiiB Caifar wai, only fonr 
years old when Sylli was praetor. 

t Of Clialci*, the metropolis of Chilciikne in Syria ; if Plutarcb 
"did not rather-wtite Chaldean. 

ferved 
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J«rved very attentively the turn of his ideas and ttn 
motions of his body. Thefe he comparwl with the 
rules of his art, and then declared, " that he rauft 
" infallibly be one day the grcateft of men ; and that 
** it was ftrange he Could bear to be any thing lefs 
"■ at prefent." 

At his return, Ceoforinus prepared to accufe him 
of extortion ; for drawing, contrary to law, vaft funu 
from a kingdom that was in alliance with Rome. 
He did not, however, bring it to a trial, but drop- 
ped the intended impeachment. 

The quarrel between Sylla and Marius broke.out 
afrefh on the following occalion. Bocchus, to make 
his court to the people of Rome, and to Sylla at 
the fame time, was fo officious as to dedicate feveral 
images of vidory in the capitol, and clofe by thespi 
a figure of Jugurtha in gold, in the form he had 
delivered htm up to Sylla. Marius, unable to digefl 
the affront, prepared to pull them down, and SyUa's 
friends were detennined to hinder it. Between them 
^th the whole city was fet in a flame, when the 
confederate war, which had long lain fmothered, 
broke out, and for the prefent put a Hop to the 
fedition. 

In this great war, which was fo various in its for- 
tune, and brought fo many mifchiefs and dangers 
upon the Romans, it appeared from the fmall exe- 
cution Marius did, that niihtary ikill requires a flroi^ 
and vigorous conftitution to fecond it. Sylla, on. the 
other hand, performed fo many memorable things, 
that the citizens looked upon him as a great ge- 
neral, his friends as the greateft in the world, and his 
enemies as the mod fortunate. Nor did he behave, 
with refpeft to that notion, like Timotheus the foa 
of Conon. The enemies of that Athenian afcribed 
all his fuccefs to Fortune, and got a picture drawn, 
in which he was reprefented afleep, and Fortune by 
his Ade taking cities for him in her net. Upon 
this he gave way to an indecent paiHon, and com- 
pluned 
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plained that he was robbed of' the glory due to ia» 
achievements. Nay, afterwards, on his return from 
a certain expedition, he addrefled the people in thefe 
terms—" My fellow-citizens, you muft acknowledge 
" that in this, Fortune has no (har&" It is faid, the 
goddefs piqued herfelf fo fiir on being revenged on 
this vanity of Timotheus, that he could never do 
any thing extraordinary afterwards, but was baffled 
in all his undertakings j and became fo obnoxious 
to the people, that they b^niftied him. 

Syila took a different courfe. It not only gave 
him pleafure to hear his fuccefs imputed to Fortune, 
but he encouraged the opinion, thinking it added an 
air of greatnefs, and even divinity to his anions. 
Whether he did this out of vanity, or from a real 
perfuafion of its truA, we cannot fay. However, 
he writes in his Commentaries, '* that his inftan- 
*' taneous refolutions, and enterprifes executed in a 
" manner different from what he had intended, at 
** ways fucceeded better than thofe on which, he be- 
*' flowed the moft time and forethought." It is plain 
too from -that faying of his, " That ne was ^m ra* 
" ther fdr- fortune than war," that he attributed 
more to fortune than to valour. In Ihort, he makes 
himfelf entirely -the creature of Fortune, fince he 
afcribes to her divine influence the good underftand- 
iag that always -fubfifted between him and Metellus, a 
man in the fame f]^ere of life with himfelf, and his 
fether-in-law. For, whereas he expefted 10 find him 
a man troublefome in office, he proved on the con- 
trary a quiet and obliging colleague. Add to this, 
that in the Commentaries infcribed to Lucullus, he 
advifes him to depend upon nothing more than that 
which Heaven directed him to in the vifions of the 
night. He tells us -farther, that when he was feiU 
at the head of an army againft the confederates, the 
earth opened on a fudden near Laverna * ; and thu 

• In the Salerian way there was 3 grove and Umyle eoiifecrated 
to the goUdefs Laverna. 

thwe 
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diereifluedourof tfaechafm, which ms very ^ge» 
. X vaft quantity of fire, and a flame thatihot up to the 
heavens. The footh^yers being confulted upon it^ 
made aafwer, " That a perfon. of courage and fu- 
** perior beauty, flioiild take the' rdns of govern- 
** ment into his hands, and fupprefs the tumults 
•*. with which Rome was then agitated." Sylla fays, 
be was the man ; for that his locks of gold were 
lofficient proof of h^ beauty, and that he needed not 
Jiefitate, after fo maay great anions, to avow himfelf, 
a man of courage. Thus urach conceming his con* 
fidence in the gods. 

In other rdpeds be was not fo confident witb 
lumfeif. {{.apadous in a high degree, but ftill more 
fiberal ; in preferring or di&;radn|; whom he ^eafed, 
equally unaccountable ; iul»iu(mre to thofe who 
aught be of fervice to bim, aad fevere to tho& who 
ivanted fervices from him : fo that it was hard to fay. 
whether he was more iofolent, or more fervile in hit 
aature. Such was his inconliftency in puniihing, 
^at he would fometimes put men to the moH crud 
tortures, on the flighted grounds, and fometimet 
overlook the greater crhnes ; he would eafily take 
fome perfons intofavQur after the moft uapardosabic 
offences, while he tot^ vaig«a»ce of others for fmall 
and tricing laults, by death and cpqfiication of goods. 
31iefe things can be no other way reconciled, thai| 
i>y caucludju^.that he was fevere aiul vindiSive in 
his temper, bnt occafionally chocked thofe inclina- 
tion* where bis own iaterefl was concerned. 

In this very war with the confederates, bis foldiers 
difpatched, with clubs and {tones, a lieutenant of 
his, named Ail»nBS, who had been honoured with 
the praetorfhip ; yet he fufiered them, after fuch a 
crime, to efcape with impunity. He only took oc- 
calion &om thence to boaft, that he ihould find they 
would exert themfelvcs mote during the reft of the 
war, becaufe they would" endeavour to atone for that 
offence by extraordinary ac^s of valour. Hie cei^iire 

he 
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he incurred on this occafion did not afie£t him. Hi* 
great objed was the deflru£tion of Marius, and find- 
ing diat the confederate war vas drawing towards 
an end, he paid his court to the army, that he might 
be appointed general againft Marius. Upon his re- 
turn to Rome * he was deCted conful with Quindui 
■Pompeius, bang then fifty years oH, and at the 
jame time he entered into an advantageous marriage 
with Cecilia daughter of Metellus the high priot. 
..This match occaftoned a good deal of popular cen^ 
(tire. Sarcafticil fongs were made upon it ; and, 
aK:cordSog to livy's account, many of the principal 
ritizens invidioufly thought him unworthy of that al- 
liance, though they had not thought him unworthy 
of the confullh^. This lady was not his firll wife, 
for in the earty part of his life he married Ilia, by 
whom he had a daughter ; afterwards he efpoufed 
^lia, and after her Ccelia, whom on account of her 
barrennefs, he repudiated, without any other marks 
of difgrace, and difmiffed with valuable prefents. 
However, as he foon after married Metetia, the dif- 
mi^on of Coelia became the ctijefl: of cenfure. Me- 
tella he always treated with the utmoft refpeO: -, \n- 
fomuch that when the people of Rome were defiroui 
that he fliould recal the exiles of Marius's party, 
and could not prevail with him, they inireated Me- 
tdla to ufe her good offices for them. It was thought 
too that when he took Athens, that city had harder , 
li&ge, becaufe the inhabitants had jefted vilely on 
Hetella from the walls. But thefe things happened 
afurwards. 

The confulfliip was now but of fmall coiifideratioa 
«ith him m comparifon of what he had in view. 
flEs heart was fixed on obtaning the conduQ: of the 
Mithiidatic war. In this refpeCt he Had a rival in 
Warius, who was poffeffed with an ill-timed ambition 
"and madncfs for fame, paiTions which never grow 
old. Though now unwiddly in his perfon, and 
■ ' * In the year of Rome 65j. 
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obliged, on account of his age, to give up hie ihare in 
the expeditions near home, he wanted the direSdon 
' of foreign wars. This man, watching bis opportu- 
nity in Rome, when Sylla was gone to the camp to 
fettle fome matters that remained unfinifiied, framed 
that fatal fedltion, which hurt her more eflentially 
than all the wars flie had ever beeo engaged in. 
Heaven fent prodigies to prefigure it. Fire blazed 
out of its own accord from the enfign ftaves, and 
was with difficulty extinguifhed. Three ravois 
brought their young into the city, and devoured 
them there, and then carried the remains back to 
their nefU. Some rats having gnawed the confe- 
crated gold in a certain temple, the facriHans caught 
<>ne of them in a trap ; where fhe brought forth nve 
young ones, and eat three of them. And what was 
mofl confiderable, one day when the fky was ferene 
and clear, there was heard in it the found of a trum- 
pet, fo loud, fo Ihrill, and moum^, that it fright- 
ened and altoniihed all the world. The Tufcan fages 
iaid it portended a new race of men, and a renov3<i- 
tion. of the world. For they obferved, that there 
were eight feveral kinds of men, all different in life 
and manners : that Heaven had allotted each iti 
time, which was limited by the circuit of the great 
year ;~ and that, Tvhen one came to a period, and an* 
other race was rifirw;, it was announced by fome won» 
derful fign either from earth or from heaven. So 
that it was evident at one view to tbofe who attended 
to thefe things, and were verfed in them, that a nev 
fort of men was come into the world, with other 
manners and cufloms, and more or lefs the care eJF 
the gods than thofe who preceded them. They added, 
that in. this revolution of ages many ftrange altera- 
tions happened : that divination, for infUnce, (hould 
be held m great honour in fome one age, and prove 
fuccefsfiil in all its predi6ions, becaufe the deity af- 
forded pure and perfedl figns to proceed by; where- 
as in another it fliould be in fmall rei^ite, bdng 
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moft extemporaneous, and calculating future events' 
from uncertain and obfcure principles. Such was the 
mythology of the moll learned and refpedable of thc' 
Tufcan foothfayers. While the fenate were attending 
to their interpretations in the temple of Bellooa, a 
iparrov, in Aght of the whole body, brought in a 
graOiopper in her mouth, and after me had torn it in 
two, left one part among them and carried the other. 
oS. The diviners declared, they apprehended from 
this a dangerous fedition and difpute between the 
' town and the country. For the inhabitants of the 
town are noify Bice the grafliopper, and thofe of the 
country are domeftic beings like the fparrow*. 

Soon after this, Marius got Sulpitius to join bim. 
This man was inferior to none- in detperate atten^its. 
Indeed, inftead of enquiring for another more em- 
phatically wicked, you muit afk in what inilance of 
wickednels he exceeded himfelf. He was a com- 
pound of cruelty, impudence^ and avarice, and he 
could commit the moft horrid and inftunous of 
crimes in cold blood. Me ibid the freedom of Ronw 
openly to perfons that had been ilaves, as welt as to 
ftrangers, and had the money told out upon a table 
in the forum. He had always about him a guard of 
three hundred men well armed, and a company of 
young men of ths equeftrian order, whom he called 
his anti-fenate. Though he got a law made, that 
no fenator fhould central debts to the amount of 
more than two thou&nd drachmas, yet it appeared 
9t his death that he owed more than three, millions. 



•The originat i«- obfcure and imperfecl in this place; eonfc- 
qiiently corrupt. It flands thus — ^wtiira y«j t«o>, bmi ii«fia*M, 
■nrrtfa- n; ii X'f^'ii ^yp**^' B'7<h> '^P it ihould be reflored 
from the mamifcript tbiis — t^tainf rfo^M t»( it jffurrat, afUfiuift 
JvJtt«Y TRTiTBt. .^Accofding to this, the Icnfe <wi!l be the leverf^ 
of the taA—TAem/iabilants of lietoa^n ant noify like thefpainw, 
md thofe if tie comtry frequent the fields like the grajhoppei: 

■ There ■ is, indeed, an anonyramis mauurcript, irijich give* lu 
thatnaifoig. '■■-),., 

.. ...,.,..., ■ This 
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'Hiis vreteh was 1st locde t^ioa the people by Muiue,- 
and carried all befiue him by diot of fword. AmoOg 
, other bad edifts which he procured, one vas, that 
which gave the conunand in the Mithridatic war to 
MariuE. Upon this, the confuls ordered all the 
' courts to be Qait up. But one day, as they were 
holding an aflembly before the temple of CaAor and 
Follus, he fet his rdfians upon the)n, and nuny 
were flain. The fou' of Pompcy the confuU who 
was yet but a youth, was of the number. Pompey 
concealed hinuelf and faved his life. Sylla was pur- 
fiied into die. houie of Marius, and forced iroot 
thence to the/oruis, to revoke tfae order for the ce£-. 
iatton of pufahc bufmefs. For this jeaJbn, Sulfutius, 
when he ilq)rived Fompey of the coniuIOi^, conr 
tinued Sylla in it, and only transferred the CQnibi& of 
the war with Mithridates to Mirivs.. In confequeoce 
«f this, he immediatdy lent fbme military tribunes to 
Kola, to receive the ai^my at the hands of Sylla, and 
bring it to Marius. But Sylla got before them to 
the camp,^ and his foldun were no fboner acquainted 
with the commiilion of thofie officers, than they Itoned 
Aem to deadi. 

Marios's in return dipt his hands in. the blood of 
Sylla's iriends in Rome, and ordered their hou&G to 
be plundered. Nothing now was to be feen but 
hurry and cfuifiifion, fome Bying from the camp to 
JEhe city, and fome from the city ,to the cas^. The 
fenttte weM no longer free, but under the dire^MiBi 
ef Marius aud Sulpttioi. So that when .tiicy mete 
mformed that Sylla was marching towards Rome, 
they font two praetors, Brutus and SeryiUus, to Hop 
him. As they delivered their orders with fome haugh- . 
dnefs to Sylla, the foldiers prepared to kill them ; 
but at lad contented themfelves with breaking their 
fafces, tearing off their robes, and fendmg rficm 
away with every mark of difgrace. 

The very fight of them, rc^bed as they were of 

the enftgns of their authority, fpreadforrow and eon* 

ftema^on 
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ftendsvi in Rcmie, -aod announoecl a feJition, fpi; 
which there was no loager ettber rdbaJnt or remedy. 
MariuK prepared to rqpel force with force. Sylla 
moved &om Ncdsi at the head of fix complete legtons^ 
and had his coUe^oe along T^th him. His army, he 
iaw, was r^dy at the flrlrword to march to Rome, 
but he was usrefolved in Hs own mind, and ^pre- 
heniivie <jf the danger. Howerer, t^on his oaring. ~ 
&cri&ce, the foothfayer Fc^iuodus h^d no foono: in< 
If>e3ed the entraUs, than he ftretched out both his 
haads to Sylla> and propofed to be kept in chains 
tSl after the battle, in order for the worA of puniOv 
■B^ite, if every thing did not foon fucceed entirely 
to the ge&eral'fi wilh. It is faid too, th^t there &{>• 
peared to Sylla in a dream, the goddefs whofe wor- 
(k^ the , Romans received from the Cappadocians, 
v^MjCher it be the Moon, Minerva, or BeUona. She 
feemed to iland by him, and put thunder in lus hand, 
and having called his enemies by name one after an- 
other, bade him ftr^e them; they fell, and were 
oaaCu^ted ^ it to afiies. £ncouiaged by this vifion, 
which j^e related next mcoTung to his coUeaguc, he 
took his way towards Rome. 

Whrai he had raiched Piciiwe*, he was met :by an 
eari»ffy, (hat imreated him not to advance in that 
hoftile manner, iince the feuate had come to a. Tefolu- 
ticHi tt> do him all the juflice he could defire. He pro- 
mifed ,to grant ajl they a&ed ; and, as if he intended 
tp encamp there, ordered Us o^ers, as ufual, to 
mark out the groond. The ambafladora took their 
leave with cotKre confidence in liie honour. But as 
fpos as they were gooe, he <lifpatched B^illus and 
Caiiu Mmaitm» to to make themfelves jnaflers of the 

* Than betnp up place between Kola ind Borne called Pici- 
we, Lubinijs tbiobs we Ihould read FiQx, which was a jjJace of 
patAIc cntntaiimiRit about twenty-five milei fram the fajnta]. 
SMidw aad Atftonioui (!■ hwitinejai}) suntigDitMiudi. 

Vol. ni, Q^ S;al« 
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!;ate and the wall by the Aquiline mount. He him- 
elf followed with the utmoft expedition. Accord- 
ingly Bafillus and his party feized the gate, and en- 
tered the city. But the unarmed multitude got upon 
the tops of the houfes, and with ftones and tiles 
drove them back to the foot of the wall. At that 
moment Sylla arrived, and feeing the oppofitioh his 
foldiers met with, called out to them to fet fire to the 
houfes. , He took a flaming torch in his own hands, 
and advanced before them. At the fame time he or- 
dered his archers to Ihoot fire-arrows at the roofs, 
Reafon had no longer any power over him ; paffion 
and fury governed all his mdtions j his enemies were 
all he thought of — and in the thirll for vengeance, he 
made no account of his friends, nor took the leall 
compalTion on his relations. Such was the cafe when 
he made his way with fire, which makes no diftinfti- 
on between the innocent and guilty. 

Meanwhile, Marius, who was driven back to the 
temple of Vefta, proclaimed liberty to the flaves that 
would repair to his ftandard. But the enemy preffed- 
onwith fo much vigour, that he was forced to quit 
the city. 

Sylla immediately affembled the fenate, and got 
Marius, and a few others, condemned to death. 
The tribune Sulpitius, who was of the number, was 
betrayed by one of his own flaves, and brought to 
the block. Sylla gave the flave his freedom, and 
then had him thrown down the Tarpeian rock. ■ As 
fbr Marius he fet a price upon his head : in which he 
behaved neither with gratitude nor good policy, fince 
he had not long before fled into the houfe of Mariiis, 
and put his life in his hands, and yet was dilinifled in' 
fafety. Had Marius, infliead of letting him go, 
given him ilp to Sulpitius, who thirfted for his blood, 
he might have been abfolute mafter of Rome. But he 
Ipared his enemy ; ahd a few days after, when there 
was an opportunity for his return, met not with the 
fame generous treatmenL 

The 
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The fenate did not exprefs the concern vhich this 
gave them. But the people openly, and by fads, 
fliewed their refentment and refoiution to make repri- 
fals. For they reje^ed his nephew Nonius, who re- 
lied on his recommendation, and bis fellow-candidate 
Servius, in an ignominious^ maimer, and appointed 
others to the confullhip, whofe promotion they 
thought would be moit difagreeable to him. Sylla 
pretended great latis£a£tion at the thing, and faid 
*' he was quite happy to fee the people by his means 
*' enjoy the liber^ of proceedmg as they thought 
*' proper." Nay, to qbviate their hatred, he pro- 
pofed Lucius Cinna, who was of the oppofite &£tion» 
for conful, but firft laid him under the fanfiion of a 
folenm oath, to aiCft him in all his affairs. Cinna 
vent up to the capitol with a Rone in his hand. 
There he fwore before all the world, to preferve the 
fnendfiiip between them inviolable, adding this im- 
precation, •* If I be guilty of any breach .of it, may 
" 1 be driven from the city, as this flonc Is from my 
" hand !" at the fame time, he threw the ftone uppn 
the ground. Yet .as foon as he was entered upon his 
office, he began to raife new commotions, and fet up 
an impeachment againft Sylla, of which Verginius, 
one of the tribunes, was to be the manager. But 
Sylla left both the manager and the impeachment be- 
hind him, and fet forward againft Mithrldates. 

About the time that Sylla let fail from Italy, Mi- 
tbridates, we are told, was vilited with many ill pre- 
feges at Pergamus. Among the reft, an image of 
■viftory, bearing a crown, \mich was contrived to be 
let down by a machine, broke juft as it was going to 
put the crown uppn his head, and the crown itfelf 
was dafhed to pieces upon the floor of the theatre. 
The people of Pergamus were fdzed with aftonifli- 
ment, and Mithrldates felt no fmall concern, though 
his affairs then profpered beyong his hopes. For he 
had taken Afta from the Romans, and Bithynia and 
C^padocia from their refpedive kings, and was fet 
62 down 
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doum in quiet at I^ganos, dsBpoBis^ of Hch igo- 
vesiunetits and kingdoms among his £neiids at ple»- 
fua-e. Ab for bis foss, the ekkft governed in peaCB 
the oncieat kmgdoms of Foatus and Bo^horUs, CK" 
tending as iar as the d^erts above the AflsBOtic lake : 
tiie other, named AriaradieE, -was fubduiog Tfaracie 
and Macedonia, with a great army. His geaoaii* 
with tbeir annies 'were redadi^ irihcr 'OonudcnMc 
[ilatres. Tbe' principai of thefi: iras Archebw, wko 
commanded t^ &as snth his fieet, wae ccmqueiing 
the Cyclades, and all the other iilanuds witlun ttu b^ 
of Mdea, and was mailer, of Eubcca itf^. He 
met, indeed, with fome check -at CluEronea. Tbere 
Brutius Sura, hetttcnant to Sentims ivho cacamaaMAed 
in Macedoiua, a man. didiBgiiiihsd by hk ooor^e 
and capacity, oppofcd Arche&ns, -who was cnKxAtm- 
ing Boeotia like a torrent, defeated bim in -three eOi- 
gagonentE near Chasronea, ^and ocoifined fatm agtist 
to the fsa. But, as Lucius Lucullus came aad or- 
dered him to give place to Sylla, to <wln)in thst pro- 
vince, and the condua: erf d»e -war there, were de- 
Creed, he immediately 'quitted Boeotia, and returafld 
to Sentius, though his JXiccds -was beyond all chst be 
could have flattered himfelf with, and Greece wm 
ready to declare again for die Romans, on acoount 
■oi lus valour and conduct. It is trim, d[ke& ircre ifae 
mofl: Ihimng actions of Brutius's H&. - 

"When Sylla was arrived, tbecitis fait jjnba&dors. 
with an o^ of opening their gates ta him. Athdc 
alone was held by its tyrant Aiiftion for Sfithoi^ates. 
He therefore attacked iJ: with the Btmdfl; -vigour, i»- 
Tefted the Firsts, brought up all ibtts -of on^pors* 
-and left no kind of aflault vbatever noatteiilfitBd. 
•Had be waited -a while, he might without ibe ksft 
danger han^ taken the upper town, -which iraa-alread}' 
reduced bj famine to the laft extren^. £>□[ kit 
ha&e to return to Rome, where he apprcSiemledfane 
change in a^drs to his pre}udice, made him nm 
every rilque, and fpare aeither mm max moncv, io 

bring 
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brk^ tfah Hat to a conchifion. For, bdides his 
ctber warlike eqoipage, he had ten thot^and yoke oS 
vales, wiuck voiked every day at the engines. As 
VDod begun to Jail, by reafost of the immenfe w^hts 
which broke dovn bis machines, or their being burnt 
by the eneiayy he cat down the facred groves. Th« 
fhaAf walk& of the academy and the Lycseum m th« 
faborbs felt before hi» axe. And as the war required 
vaA fium of money to fuppoort it, he fcrupled not to 
violate the ftoty irsahires of Greece, but took fironi 
EfsckHinis, as welt as Olympia, the mdl beaudfiil 
aod precious c^ their ^i. He wrote alfo to th< 
AmtHii£tyones at Delfuii, ^ that it would be belt 
** ioc them to put tlie treafure* of Apollo in his 
^ hands : fcv ather he would keep them fafer than 
" they otmld; or, if he applied them to his ownufe^ 
'^ would return the fult value." Captus theHiocian, , 
one of faia friends, was fent upcsi this commiffion, 
and ordered to Itave every thing weighed to him. 

Caphis went to C^i^, Imt was loth to touth the 
locrcd depofils, and lamented to the Amphidyones 
the ncceffity he was under, with many tears. Some 
laid, they heard the found of the lyre in the inmoft 
bn£tuary ; and Captus, either believing it, or willing 
ta ftrike Sylla with a religious terror, fent him an 
account of it. But tie wrote back in a jefting way, 
*' that he was furprifed Caphis fliould not know that 
** inufic was the voice of joy, and not of refentment. 
•* He might, therefore, boldly take the treafures, 
** fmce Apollo gave him them with the utmoft fatit 
« faaioa." 

flieii: trealiires were carried off, without being 
jfeen by raa^y of the Greeks, But, of the royal of- 
faings, there remained a filver urn, which being fo 
large and heavy, that no carriage could bear it, the 
Anq)fai&ycmes were obliged to cut it in pieces. At 
fight of dns, they c^led to mind, one while Fla- 
nmius and Siaiuus Acitins, and another while Pau- 
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lus Emilias; one of wtuch having driven Antioctius 
out of Greece, and the others fubdued the kings of 
Macedonia, not only kept their hands from fpoiling 
the Grecian temples, but cxpreffed thrir regard ana 
reverence for them by adding new gifts. Th<rfe great 
men, indeed, were legally comnuifioned, and their 
. foldiers were perfons of fober minds, who had learnt 
to obey their generals without murmuring. The ge- 
nerals, with the magnanimity of kings, exceeded ijot 
private perfons in their expences, nor brought up- 
on the {late any. charge but what was common and 
reafonable. In fiiort, they thought it no lefs dif* 
.grace to Eatter their own men, than to be afraid 
of the enemy. But the commanders of thefe times 
raifed themfelves to high pofts by force, not by me- 
rit *, and, as they wanted foldiers to fight thar 
countrymen, rather than any foreign enemies, they 
were obliged to treat them with great compiaifance. 
, While they thus bought their fervice, at the price of 
nuniftering to their vices, they were not aware that 
they were felling their country ; and making them* 
felves Haves to the meaneft of mankind, in order to 
command the greateft and the heft. This baniihed 
Marius from Jiome, and afterwards brought him 
back againft Sylla. This made Cinna dip jus hands - 
in the blood of 0£lavius, and Fimbria the aflaflin of 
Flaccus. 

. Sylla opened one of the firft fources of this corrup- 
tion. For, to draw the troops of other officers from 
them, he laviftily fupplied the wants of his own. 
Thus, while by one and the fame means he was 
inviting the former to defertion, and the latter to 
luxury, he had occafion for infinite Turns, and pari- 
.ticularly in this fiegCi For his paiEon for tafcbg^ 
Athens was irrefiflibly violent ; whether it was that 
he wanted to fight againft that city's ancient renown, 
of which nothing but the fhadow now remained ; or 
iffhether he could not bear the fcoft's and tajmts, with 

which 



_iv,Coog[c 



SYLLA.' 



231 



which Ariftion, in all the wantonnefs of ribaldry, 
infulted him and Metella from the walU. 

The compofition of this tyrant's heart was info- 
lence and cruelty. He was the iink of all the follies 
and vices of Mlthridates. Poor Athens, which had 
got clear of innumerable wars, tyrannies and fedi- 
tions, periSied at laft by this monilerj' as by a deadly 
difeafe. A bufliel • of wheat was now fold there for a 
thoufand drachmas. The people eat not only the 
herbs and roots that grew abQut the citadel, but fod- 
den leather and oil-bags ; while he was indulging him- 
felf in riotous feafts and dancings in the day-time, 
or mimicking and laughing at the enemy. He let 
the facred lamp of the goddefs go out for want of oil ; 
and when the principal prieftefs fent to alk him for. 
half a meafure of barley, he fent her that quantity 
of pepper. The fenators and priefts came to ia- 
treat him to take compaffion on the city, and <;api- 
tulate with Sylla, but he recdved them with a fhower 
of arrows. At laft, when it was too late, he agreed 
with much difficulty to fend two or three of the com- 
panioos of his riots to treat of peace. Theie, inflead 
of making any propofals that tended to fave the dty, 
talked in a lofty manner about Thefeus, and Eumol- 
pus, and the conqueft of the Medes ; which provok- 
ed Sylla to fay, '^ Go, my noble fouls, and take 
'• back your fine fpeeches with you. For my part, I 
** was not fent to Athens to learn its antiquities, but 
** to ch^ife its rebellious people." 

In the mean time, Sylla's fpies heard fome old men, 
who were convcrfing together in the Ceramicus, 
blame the tyrant for not fecuring the wall near the 
Heptachalcos, which was the only place not impreg- 
nable. They carried this news to Sylla ; and he, far 
from difregarding it, went by. night to take a view 
of that part of the wall, and found that it might be 
ii;aled. He then fet immediately about it ; and he 

• MedlmnuB. Sc» the Uble. 
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telU us inlus Commeiitairie«» thit MarcbS Tdut* «s* 
thefirftmanwhomooDttedthevaU. TduS'tbac met 
with an. advef£uy, and gave him fiich a violent bU>w 
(mthefkull, thathcbrc^lusfword; notwithftandwg 
vhich he ftood firmaadi kept his place. 

Athemt, therefore, was taken, 3» t^e old mtst 
had foretold. Sjlhy. harvio^ leTelled voh the groiotd 
all that -was beCween the Fyra»o gaGe and that called 
the Sacred, entered the town at oudni^K, in a man- 
nei the moft dreadfid that can be conceived. All 
the trampets and hams founded, and wcfe aAfwcied 
bv the moots and dang of the fobJicTs,. let loofe tx> 
phinder and deftroy. They nilhed alone the fbeett 
vkb AranoL {vroids, and horrible was mc flaughter 
they made. . The nuidia' of the lulled could not be 
cosofuited ;. but vre may form fome judgmeDj; of k^ 
by the qnantity of ground vbxch vas overflowed wi^ 
blood. For, befidc thofe that feli kx other parta ^ 
the day, the blood that vu flied in the market-place 
only, covered all the Ceramicus 24 £ir as I^^Juj), . 
Nay, there are feveral who afliitc ua, it nK ttuei^H 
the gates, and overipread the fabarb^t 

But though fuch oxiKibeit were put to the fwerdt. 
there were as many who laid violeiu hands vipoa lhem< 
felves, in grief tor their fiuJdng cotmtry. Wbat re- 
duced thebeft men amiong themGo this diefpair of find* 
ing any merey or moderate tetms for Athene^ was 
die well'lmown crudty of Siylta. Yet partly by the 
interceflion of Midiaa. and CaUipbon, and the exiles 
who threw tbcmfeWes H his feet, partly by the i>ttea< 
ties of the fenaiors who attended him in that ntpediti- 
on, and being hdmf^ iatia^d with blood bsfuks,, he 
was at laft preva^d open to ftop bit hand p mir '* 
comphment to the ancient Atbemans^ he kid, ^< He 
*' forgave the many foe the ^ke of the few,^ tbe livictg 
*' for the dead.'* 



* Frobablyit fiinuld be ACeius. In the life of Craflas one Af elus 
b mentioned as a tribune of the people, 
t Atbeiu was taken &4 yrars before the birth of Cirift. 
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tie ten? us, m his Commentaries, that he took: 
Athens on the caknds of March, which falls m whh 
(he new ino(» in the month Anthclterion j when thtf 
AtbeiYians were performing many rites in memory- 
<rf the deftruSioH of the eountry by water ; for the 
deluge was believed to have happened aboat thstt 
time of the year •. 

The city thus taken, the tyrant retired into the ci-^ 
tadel, and was befieged there by Curio, to whom 
Syik gave that charge. He held out a confiderable 
^le, but at laft: was forced to furrender for want 
of water. In this the hand of Heaven was very w- 
ihte. For the very fame dsry and hour that AriftloR 
was brought out, the flty, which before was perfeft- 
ff ferenc, grew b^dck with clouds, and fuch a quan- 
Oty of rfflji felt as quite overflowed the citadel. 
SooB after this, Sj^la made himfelf mafter of the 
PiFsens ; the moft of which he laid in afhe^, and 
among the reft, that admirable work, the arfMi* 
built &y Phiki. 

I>oring thefc tranfaftioiw, Taxilea, Mrthirdates'i- 
general, came down from Thrace and Maccdcmiaii 
with a hundred thoufand foot, ten thoufand horfc, 
and fotirfcore and ten chariots armed with fcythes, 
aid feat to defire Arehelaus to meet him. Arch©^ 
teas had then his ftatioR at Munycfila, and neither 
rftefe to qtiit the fea, nor yet fight tfie Romans, 
bal was perfaaded his point was to pretraft the war, 
and to cut off the enemy's convoys. Sylla faw bet- 
ler than he, the diftrefs hemight be in for provffions, 
and therefore moved from that barren countryjwhkh 
was fcarce fiifficient to maintain his troops in trnie 
bf peace, and led them into Becotia. Mod pcopfe 
t§K«fght this an error in his counfels, to quit the 
rocks of Attica where horfe could hardly a^, and to 
expc^e himfelf on the large and open plains of 

'•The detege of OgygeS happeaed in Attica near feventeen 

Becotia, 
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Boeotia, when he knew the chief ftrength of the bar- 
barians coniilted in cavalry and chariots. But to 
avoid hunger and famine, he was forced, as we have 
obferved, to hazard a battle. Befides, he was in 
pain for Hortenfius, a man of a great and enterprifing 
feint, who was bringing him a cOnfiderable rein- 
' -fcrcement from Theffaly, and was watched by the 
barbarians in the Straits. Tbefe were the reafons 
wiiich induced Sylla to inarch into Boeotia. As for- 
HcTtenfius, Caphis, a countryman of ours, led him 
another way, and difappointed the barbarians. He 
amdufted him by raount Parnaffus to Tithora, which 
is now a Urge city, but was then only a fort fiti^ated 
c«i the brow of a fteep precipice, where the Phocians 
of old took refuge, when Xerxes invaded their coun- 
try. Hortenfius, having pitched his tents there, in 
the day-time kept off the enemy ; and in the night 
made his way down the broken rocks to Patronia, 
where Sylla met him with all his forces. 

Thus united, they took polTeiTion of a fertile bill, ' 
id the middle of the plains of Elateta, well fheltered 
-orith trees and watered at the bottom. It is called 
FhilobcEotus, and is much commended by Sylla for 
the fruitfulnefs of its foil, and its agreeable fituation. 
When they were encamped, they^ appeared to the' 
enemy no more than a handful. They had not, in- 
deed abore fifteen hundred horfe, and not quite &f-. 
teen thoufand foot. The other generals in a manner 
forced Archelaus upon action ; and when they came, 
to put their forces in order of battle, they filled the; 
whole plain with horfes, chariots, bucklers, and tar- 
gets. The clamour and hideous roar of fo many 
sation^ ranked thick together, feemed to rend the 
fky ; and the pomp and fplendor of their appearance 
was not without its ufe in exciting terror, Fpf 
the luftre of their arms, which were richly adorned, 
with gold and filvcr, and the colours of their Median 
and Scythian veils Intermixed with brafs and pp- 
liflicd fteel, when the troops were in motion, Ian-, 

died 
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died the air ^vith an awful flame like that of light* 
ning. 

The Romans, in great conftematioD, Ihut them- 
felves up within their trenches. Sylla could nol, with 
all his argiAnents, remove their fears ; and, as he 
did not cnoofe to force them into the field, in this 
difpirited condition, he fat ftilt, and bord, though 
with great relu&ance, the vain boalb and infults of 
the barbarians. This was of more fervice to him than 
any other meafure he could have adopted. The ene* 
my, who held him in great contempt, and were not 
before very obedient to their own generals, by realbn 
of their number, now forgot all difcipUne ; and but 
few of them remained within their entrenchments* 
Invited by rapine and plunder, the greatedt part had 
difperfed themfelves, and were got feveral days* jout- 
ney from the camp. In thefe excurfions, it is faid, 
they ruined the city of Fanopea, facked Lebadia, and 
pillaged a ten^le where oracles were delivered, vich* 
out orders from any one of their generals. 

Sylla, full of forrow and indignation to have thefe 
cities deftroyed before his eyes, was willing to try 
what cffefl laboiir would have upon his foldiers- He 
compelled them to dig trenches, to draw the Cephi- 
fus from its channel, and made them work at it 
without intermilTion ; Handing infpe£tor himfelf, and 
feverely punilhing all whom he . found remifs. His 
view in this was to tire them with labour, that they 
might give the preference to dangef ; and it anfwer«d 
the end he propofed. On the third day of their 
drudgery, as Sylla paffed by, they called out to htm 
to lead them againfl: the enemy. Sylla laid, " It- is 
*' not any inclination to light, but an unwilUpgneis 
" to work, that puts you upon this reqoeft. It. you 
*• really want to come to an engaganent, go, fword* 
" in-hand, andfeize that poll immediately." At the 
fame time he pointed to the place, where had formerly 
ftood the citadel of the Paropotamians ; but all the 
buildings were now demolilbed, and there was no- 
thing 
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thing left tmt z. cra g g y and fteep mountain, juft 
ieparated iiom mount Edylium by the river Aflbs^ 
wiiicli at the loot of the manntain £klh in^o tbeCe* 
pl&ius. The river groiriae very rapid by ihis con* 
fluence, makes the ridge a iaSe place for an encamp' 
_inent. Sylb feeing thofe of the enony's troops call- 
ed Cbakafpides, haftening to &ize that poft, waited 
t» gain it befoce them, and, by availing hBnfelf of 
ifee pvefent fpuit of his men, he fQccectUd.^ Ascfaew 
isuia upon this, diia^^intmest 'tumed his aims agaicft 
Cllarc»Ma ; the inhabitants, im ccmfequencr of their 
Ibraier conne^ons with Sylla^ intieated him not ta 
Aekn the places u^n vfaich. he fant along with 
ihem tbe military tribune Gabimus, \rith one legiem. 
The ChESFoneaDs, vlth all their ardonr to reach thdz 
city, did not arrive foooer than Gatatnns ; fodt was' 
lufr honour when eagaged in their defence, that it 
tvm eclif^d the zeal of thofe vha kiq>laied his 
affiftance. Juba tells us diat it was. not Gabianis^ 
but Ericius *, who wat di^jotched on tbis occaiion. 
In Ihii critical fituation, however, was the city c^ 
C^snoAea. 

The Romans now lecdved from Lai»dia, and iht 
cam: of Trof^nius, very agreeable accoimts of oracki 
that prcMnUed vidory. The inhabitants of that 
cmintry tell ns many fiorics aboat than ;. hot what 
Syila himfelf writes in the tenth book of his Coni> 
mofttaries, is this : Quintus. Tidus, a man of fsme 
MAX among the Romans employed in Greece, came 
tolnrai one day after he had gained the batde of 
Cheerenea, imd told him, that Trophomus fbretoU 
another battle lo be fought fiiortly in the Saiaa pdacc^ 
In which he Oloutd KhewiEe prore viftorious. After 
Mm, came a private fbldier of hi£ own, with a pro- 
iDife &om Heaten of th« glorious fucceta that would 



* It la probable, h (IiouM be wad Hirtius f for fo Tome man»- 

fcn'pts have ii, 'where the &ine perfop is mentioned again after- 
wards.' 
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Mtehd bis i£ars in Italy. Both agreed as to tbe 
OBBBer in which Oteie prophecies were conumini- 
cued; thejr faid the dei:y diat appeared {o thaoi, 
both m besuty and raB^&y, refembled the Olympian 
jtqpitex. 

When SyiQa l)»d pafled the ASa&, be encampoil 
Boder mount Edylium, over agaiaft ArcheUus, who 
btd. fijoogiy eotrenched himielf between Acoutitua 
and Edylmm, Dear a place called Ada. That (pot 
of groiBid bears the name of Archdaus to thk 4a.f, 
Sylla pafled one day wkhout attoitpting any thing. 
The ilay foUowing he left Muraena irath a legion 
and two ci^iorts, £0 tiaxafs the epemy 'who verjc 
ajneady in iome idiforder, while be btmfelf went aa4 
Sacrificed on tjie banks of idie Cephifus. Aita tbe 
coxmony was otot, he proceeded to Charooea, t« 
join tbe Ajrces there, and to take a view of Thurium. 
a poft winch tb£ enemy had gained before him. 
This is a craggy eminence, runmng ijp gradnaJly 
to a poont, which we expTtJs in our knguage bf 
the term Orthopagus. At the foot of it runs tnp 
river Morius*, and by it ftands the temple ;of Apollo 
Thoritu. Apollo is 16 called from Tburo the mo> 
ther of ChEcron, who, as bHlory i^&Hcms U&, was the 
^IT^^^^t ■ of Chxronca.' Others fay, chat the heifer 
winch dte Pythivi Apollo ^pointed Cadmus for 
Ins guide, firft prefented herfelf there, and that the 
-place was thence named Thuriumi fxxc. the Fhceoi- 
ictans call a heifer Tkor. 

As Sylla ^iproached Cba^onca, the tribune who 
iiad the city in charge led out his troops to meet 
itim, having hiio&lf a crown of laurel 4n his hands. 
Jufl: as Sylla received them, and began to atuiH afi ff 
them to the intended enterpriCe, Hooioloicus and 
-Anazidatnus, .two Chaxoneans, addr^fled him, with 
a promife to cut off the corps that occupied Thurium, 

« Tins river ii ^erwardj calkd i|iD/iU.; but whtcb is the ngbt 
reading is unccnaia. 

if 
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if he would give them a final! party to fuppoft thcfn 
in the attempt. ' For there was a path which the har- 
barians were not apprifed of, leading from a place 
called Petrochus, by the temple of the Mufes, toa 
part of the mountain that ovei*Iooked them; froiti 
whence it was eafy either to deftroy them with ftones, 
or drive them down into the plain. Sylla, finding the 
charafter of thefe men for courage and fidelity fup- 
ported by Gabinius, ordered them to put the thing 
tn execution. Mean time he drew up his forces, and 
placed the cavalry in the wings ; taking the right 
himfelf, and giving the left to Murasna. Gallus' 
and Hortenfius, his lieutenants, commanded a body 
of referve in the rear, and kept watch upon the 
heights, to prevent their being furrounded. For it 
was eafy to fee that the enemy were preparing, with 
thdr wings, which confifted of an infinite number of 
horfe, and all their light-armed foot, troops that 
could move with great agility, and wind away at 
pleafure^ to take a circuit, and quite inclofe the 
Roman army. 

In the mean time, the two Chieroneans, fupported 
according to Sylla's order by a party commanded 
by Ericus, flole unobferved up Thurium, and gained 
the fummit. As foon as they made their appearance, 
the barbarians were ftruck with confternation, and 
fought refuge in flight j but in the confufion many 
pf .them penlhed by means of esch other. For,' un- 
able to find any firm footing, as they moved down 
the Iteep mountain, they fell upon the fpears of thofe 
. riiat were next before them, or elfe puflied them 
down the precipice. All this while the enemy were 
prefling upon them from above, and galling them 
behind ; infomuch, that three thoufand men were 
killed upon Thurium. As to thofe who got down, 

' • Giurin. after Avpian's Mithrid. tcAda Gttlbo. Andfoitisin 
leveral manulcnpts. Uacier propgfca to read Balbus ; which tifot 
Dccuis aftennros. 
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fome fdrinta the hands of Muraina, who met them 
in good order and eafily cut them iu pieces ; others 
who fied to the main body under Archelaus, .where- 
erer they fell in with it, ^lled it with terror and S£- 
may ; and this was the thing that gave the o&cen 
moft trouble, and principally occ^ioned the defeat. 
Sylla, taking advantage of their diforder, moved 
with fuch vigour and expedition to the charge, that . 
he prevented the eSeSt of the armed chariots. For 
the chief ftrength of thofe chariots conOfts in the 
cdurfe they run, and in the impetuofity confequent 
upon it ; and if they have but a ihort compafs, they 
are as infignilicant as arrows fent from a. bow not 
well drawn. This was the cafe at prefent with re- 
fyeO. to the barbarians. Their chariots moved at firft 
fo flow, and their attacks were fo lifelels, that the 
Romans clapped their hands, and received them 
with the utmoft ridicule. They even called for freih 
ones, is they ufed to do in the Hippodrome at 
Home. 

Upon this, the infentry engaged. The barbarians, 
for their part, tried what their long pikes would do^ 
and, by tockiig their fhields together, endeavoured 
to keep themfelves in good order. As for the Ro- 
mans, after their fpears had all the effect that could 
be expeSed from them, they drew their fwprdsi 
and met the fcymitars of the enemy with the ftrength 
which a juft indignation infpires. For Miihridatei'* 
generals had brought over fifteen thoufand ilaves 
upon a proclamation of liberty, and placed tbem 
among the heavy-armed infantry. On which occa- 
fion a certain centurion is faid thus to have expreffed 
himfelf — *' Surely thefe are the Saturnalia ; for we 
" never faw flaves have any fliare of liberty at an- 
'* other time." However, as their ranks were fo 
clofe, and their file fo dedp, that they could not 
eaiily be broken j and as they exerted a fpirit which 
could not be expefted from them, they were not re- 
pulfed and put into diforder till the archers and 
flingers 
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ffio^s of the Ibcond line dHchaigad lU their fasy 
upaa them. 

i^chelaus tvas now extending has right wio^ in 
order to furrotmd the K-omans ; md Honaifms, wxA 
the cohorts under his command, puihed do^rn to 
take him in flank. But Archelaus, by a fudden 
manaetrvre turned againft him with, two thouihnd 
hoife whom he had at hand, and, by little ind little^ 
drove him towards the moitntains; fo that being 
feparated from the main body, he was in danger <h 
being quhe hemmed in by die enemy. Sylla, in* 
feimed of this, puflied up with his right wing .'whtch 
iud not yet engaged, to the affiftance of Hortenfius. 
On the other haiid, Archelaus, conjedurinF, from 
the daft that flew about, the real ftate of mc ca£c, 
lefi: Hortenfius, and hallened back to the right of the 
Ki»3aaa army, from whence Sylla had adra^red, in 
hopes of finding it without a commander. 

At the lame time Taxiles led on the Chakajpidtt 
^ain(t Murasna, fo that fliouts were fet up on botb 
fides,, which were re-echoed by the lyighbomjng 
mountains. Sylla now ftopped to coii£der wtlkh 
nay he ihould dired hie courfe. At length can* 
eluding to return to his own poll, he kat Hortenfius 
with four cohorts to the aiTi^ance of Mttraxia, and 
himfislf with the fifth made up to hia right wii^ with 
ihe utmoil expedition. He found that without him 
it kept a good countenance againfl: the troops of 
Archelaus; but as foon as he ^jpeared, has moi 
made JTuch prodigious efforts, that they routed the 
enemy entirely, and puifued them to die liver and 
mount Acontium. 

AmidA this fuccefs, Syila was vat unmiad&il ai 
Murxna's danger, but hafliened with a reinforcement 
to that quarter. He found him. however, TiSctrioos, 
and therefore had nothing to po bat to 50UI in the 
purfuit. Great numbers of fne barbarians fdl in 
die field of battle, and ftill greater as they were en- 
deavouring to gain their entrenchments : So that oat 

of 
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of fo many myriads only ten thoufand men reaCheii 
Chalcis. Sylla fays, he miffed only fourteen of hi* 
men, and fwo of thefe catne up in the evening. Fof 
this reafon heinfcribed his trophies to Atar.s, to Vic~ 
toty, and Veim.-,^ to fhew that he was no left indebted 
to good fortune, than to capacity and valour fof 
the advantages he had gained. The trophy I ani ■ 
fpeaking of, was erefled for the viiftory -won on 
the plain, where the troops of Archelaus began to 
give way, and to fly to the river Molus. The othct 
trojAy upon the top of Thuriam, in memory of 
thdr getting above the barbarian^, was infcribed iii 
Greek charafters, to the valour of Homoloichus anH 
Ana.ridamax. 

He exhibited games on this occafion at Thebes, 
in a! theatre erefled for that purpofe near the fountwn 
of (Edipus ". But the judges were taken from othct 
cities of Greece, by reSfon of the implacable hatred 
he bore the Thebans. He deprived them of half 
fhtff territories, which he confecrated to the Pythiart 
Apollo and the Olympian Jupiter ; leaving ordifs 
that out of their revenues the money (houW be repdid 
which be had taken from their temples. 

' Aftet this, he received news that Flaccifs, wfrd 
-W48 of the oppofite fa£tion, was ele£i:ed confol, and 
Ihat he was Bringing a great army over the lora'ait, 
in pretehc* ag^nft Mithridates, but in feaHty againft 
him. He therefore marched into Theffaly to meet 
hirh. However, when he was arrived at Melit^i^ 
intelligcAce was brought him from feveral quarter^, 
that the countries behind him were laid wafte by . 
another Urmy of the king's fuperior to the fbrtner. 
i>orylaus was arrived at Chalcis with a large fleet, 
which brought over eighty thouland men, of tht 

• ftofanias tells us this fuunlam was To calTecf, becaufe CEdipii* 
there walhed of the blood he wa» llaitied Wtlfa ifl tJie murder ofljii 
fother. 

Vow HI - - R ' ■ bi^ 
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beA-^uipped and beft-dlTcipIined troops of Mitfari< 
dues. With thefe he entered Bceotta, and made 
himfelf mafter of the country, in hopes of drawing 
Sylla to a battle. Archelaus remonftrated againjt 
that meafure, but Dorylaus was fo far from regarding 
him, that he fcrupled not to aflert, that fo many 
myriads of men could not have been loft vithont 
treachery. But Sylla foon turned back, and fhewed 
Dorylaus how prudent the advice was which he hacj 
rejeflied, and. what a proper fenfe its author had of 
the Roman valour. Indeed, Dorylaus himfelf, af^ 
ter fome flight ikirmilhee v/iih Sylla at Tilphofium, 
was the firil to agree that aftion was not the thing 
to be purfued any longer, but that the war was to 
be fpun out, and decided at laft by dint of money. 

However, the plain of Orchomenus, where they 
were encamped, being moft advantageous for thole 
whofe chief ftrength confifted in cavalry, gave frefh 
.fpirita to Archelaus. For of all the plains of Boe- 
otia the largeft and moft beautiful is this, which, 
without either tree or bu(h, extends itfelf from the 
gates of Orchomenus to the fens in which the river 
Melas lofes itfelf. That river rifes under the walls 
of the city juft mentioned, and is the only Grecian 
river which is navigable from its fource. About the 
furamer folftice it overflows like the Nile, and pro- 
duces plants of the fame nature ; only they are 
meagre, and bear but little fruit. Its courfe is Qm^i 
great pat;t of it foon flopping in thofe dark and 
'muddy fens. The reft falls into the river Cephifus, 
iibout the place tfhera the water is bordered with 
fuch excellent canes for flutes. 

The two armies being, encamped oppofite each 
other,, Archelaus attempted not any thing. But Sylla 
began to cut trenches in fevcral parts of the field, 
that he might, if poffible, drive the enemy from the 
firm ground, which was fo fuitable for cavalry, and 
force them upon the moraffes. The barbarians 
.could not bear this, but upon the firft fignal from 

their 
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their goierals, rode up' at fiill Speed and handled the 
labourers fo rudely that they all difperfed. The 
TOFpis too,' defigned to fupport them, was put to flighu 
Sylla that moment leaped irom his horfe, feized one. 
<x the enligns, and puflied through the middle of 
the fiigitivea towards the enemy, crying out, " Here, 
" Romans, is the bed of honour I am to die in. Do 
.** you, when you are aiked, where you betrayed 
** your general, remember to £ty, it was at Orcbo- 
•* menus." Thefe words flopped them in their 
flight : befides two cohorts came from the right wing 
to his afliftance, and at the head of this united corps 
he repulfed the enemy. 

Sylla then drew back a little, to give his troops 
fome refreflmient ; after which he brought them to 
work again, intending to draw a tine of circumval- 
lation round the barbarians* Hereupon they returned 
in better order than before. Diogenes, fon-in-law 
to Archelaus, fell glorioully, as he was performing 
wonders on the right. Their archers were charged fo 
clofe by the Romans, that they had not room to 
manage their bows, and therefore took a quantity of 
arrows in their' hands, which they ufed inllead of . 
fwords, and with them killed feveral of their adver- 
Ikries. At laft, however, they were broken and fliut 
up in their camp, where they paiTed the night in 
great mifery on account of their dead and wounded. 
Next morning Sylla drew out his men to . coptinue 
the trench ; and as numbers of the barbarians came 
out' to engage him, he attacked and routed them id 
^[eQually, that from the terror they were in none 
ftood to guard the camp, and he entered it with 
them. The fens were then filled with . the blood of 
the flain, and the lake with dead bodies ; infomuch 
that even now many of the weapons of the barba- 
rians, bows, helmets, fragments of iron breaft-plates, 
and Iwords, are found buned in the mud, though it 
Is almoft two hundred years fmce thit battle. Such 
R 2 is 



_iv,Coog[c 



«44 ■ PLUTARCITi LIVES. 

Is the account we 'have of the afiionf at (^mua 
and Orchomenns. 

' Meanwhile Cinna and Caibo bebaved v^di'ib 
much rigour and iojuftice at Home to per£oiu of the 
greateft dtfttn&ioQ, that many, to avovl theii tyranny, 
retired to 3yl!a*& camp, as to a fafe harbour ; fo that 
in a little time he had a kmd cf feoate dicut him; 
Metella with much difficulty ftele from Seine viA 
his children, and cf^ne to tell him that his reives 
had burnt his houfe and all his villas, and to iatreat 
him to return home where his help was fo mijck 
wanted. He was much perplexed in his d<Hb£ra< 
tions, neither choofing to negled hii aMSed country, 
nor knowing how to go and leave liich an important 
objeA as the Mithridatic war in fo uniiniihed a iaiCf 
when he was addreffed by a ^lerchant of Defian, 
called Archelaus, on the part of the general of tfaa^ 
name, who wanted to found him about an accommoi 
dation, and to treat privately of the conditiona of it. 
Sylla was fo charmed with the thing, that h« 
haftened to a perfonal conference with die general 
Their interview was on the fea coaft, near Delium, 
where ftands a celebrated temple of Apollo. Upon 
their meeting, Archelaus propofed that Sylla fliouid 
quit the Afiatic and Pontic expedition, and tun hit 
whole attention to the civil war, engaging on th* 
king's behalf to fupply him with money, veSeii, and 
troops. Sylla propofed in anfwer, that Archelaus 
fliould quit the intereft: of Mithridaies, b^ xppaauo 
king in his place, afTume the title of aa ally to the 
Romans,' and put ths king's flupping in his haadb 
When Archelaus ejcprefled his deteuation of ^ 
treachery, Sylla thus proceeded — *' Is it poffible, 
** then, that you, Archelaus, a Cappadocian, the 
'* flave, or, if you pleafe, the friend of a bartenios 
" king, ihould be ihocked at a propofal which, how- 
" ever in fome refpefts exceptionable, muft be at- 
** tended with the moft advantageous conf«quences ? 
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^ Is It poffible that to me, the RotnaA general, to 
'* Sylla, 70U iboutd take upon you to talk of treachery? 
** — As n you wire not that fame Arcbelans, who at 
*' Cbseronea 6ed with a handful of mea, the poof 
** remains of an hundred and twenty thaufand, whd 
*• hkl himfeif t*o days in the marflies of Orcbomemis, 
** aiLd left the roads of Bceotia blocked up with heaps 
** ofdiadbbdies." — Upontbis.ArehelauahadrecourfiS 
40 entreaty. Had begged a^ hR a peace for Mithri- 
dfttes. ' This was allowed trpon certain conditions-^ 
Mithridxtes waA to give ut> A&a and Paphlagonis^ 
cede Bythinia to Nicomedes, and Cappadocia to Ario- 
hxtsanes. He was to allow tiii Roihans two thoufand 
dtents to defray tbe expenc6 of the war, bcfides 
ieveaxj tnaed gallies fiilly equipped!. S^tla, on thi 
other hatady was to fecute Miijiridates in the reil of 
his dombnons, and proctu<e him the tide of friend and - 
idfiy tO' the Roiftans;. 

Iliefe dOKditions bong adcepted and negodat'ed, 
Bylia retbmed through 'llie^ly and Macedonia 
tcKvta'dis the Hete^ont. Archelaus, who at:comp3<- 
luod hfim, was treated With the greateft refped, and 
when he happened to fall fick at LarilTa, Sylla halted 
there for fomc rime, and fbewed him all the attenticm 
he could have paid to his own general ofHcers, or even 
to hts cc^league himfelf. This circumftance rendered ^ 
the battle of Chssronea a little ftifpeded, as if it 
had been gained by unfair ntAans ; and what added 
to the fufpicion, was the reftoring of all the prifoneri 
of Mithridates except Ariftion, the avowed enemy 
of Archelaus, who was taken off by poifon. But 
wlrat coniinned die whole vaa the ce^ion of ten 
dtbufand acres in Euboea to the C^padocian, and 
the titie that was given him of friend and ally to the 
ftdmans. Sylla, however, iit tris Commaitaries ob- 
viat<S all thefe cenfures. 

During his- flay at LarlfTa', he recdved EUi embafiy 

hom Mithridates, entreating- him not to iilfift upon 

hi» giving up Faphlagonia, and reprefentuig that the 

R 3 demand 
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demand of flupping was, inadmilEblc. Sylia heard^ 
thefe remonftrances with indignation. — " iWliat," 
faid he, *' does Mithridates pretend to keep Paphla- 
" gonia, and refufe to fend the veffeU I demanded ? 
*' Mithridates ! whom I {hould have expelled to etl- 
'' treat me on his knees that I would fpare that right 
** .hand which has flain fo many Romans — But I am 
*' fatisHed that, when I return into Afia, he will 
■♦* change his ftyle. While he refides at Pergamus he 
** can dired at eafe the war he has not feen." The 
Sjnbalfadors were ftruck dumb with this indignant an- 
fwer, while Archelaus endeavoured to footbe and ap- 
peafe the anger of Sylla, by every mitigating expra* 
£on, and bathing his hand with bis tears. At length 
he prevailed on the Roman general to fend him to 
Mithridates^ afluring him that he would obtain his 
confent to all the articles, or perifli in the attempt. 

Sylla upon this alTunince difmilfed him, and in- 
vaded Medica, where he committed great depreda- 
tions, and then returned to Macedonia. He received 
Archelaus at Philippi, who .informed, bim that he 
had fucceeded perfeftly well in his negofiation, but 
that Mithridates was extremely defirous of an inters 
view. His reafon for it was this : Fimbria, who had 
flain the Conful Flaccus, one of the heads of the 
oppoiite fa3ion, and defeated the king's generals, 
was now marching againft Mithridates himfelft 
Mithridates, alaxmed at this, wanted to jform a friend- 
fliip with Sylla. 

Their interview was at Dardanus in the country of 
Troas. Mithridates came with two hundred galleys, 
an army of twenty thoufand foot, fix thoufand hoife, 
and a great number of armed chariots. Sylla had no 
more than four cohorts and two hundred horfe. Mi- 
thridates came forward, and oiFered his hand, but 
Sylla firfl: afked him, " Whether " he . would ilarid 
** to the conditions that Archelaus had fettled with 
ff him ?" The king befitated upon it, and Sylla (hen 

■fajd, 
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fiud, *' It is for petitioners to fpeafc firft, and for 
** conquerors to hear in filence." Mirhridates then 
began a long harangue, in which he endeavoured to 
apologize for himfelf, by throwing the blame partly 
upon the gods and partly upon the Romans. At 
length Sylla interrupted him — " I have often," faid 
he, " heard that Mithridates was a good or,ator, but 
** now I know it by experience, fmce he has been 
" able to give a colour to fuch unjuft and abomi- 
** nable deeds." — Then he fet forth in bitter terms, 
and in fuch a manner as could not be replied to, the 
king's Ihameful conduS; and in conctuHoti afked him 
again, " Whether he would abide by the conditions 
** fettled with Archelaus?" Upon his anfwering in 
the affirmative, Sylla took him in his arms and fa- 
inted him. Then he prefented to him the two kings 
Ariobarzanes and Nicomedes, and reconciled them 
to each other. 

Mithridates having delivered up to him feventy 
of his ftips and hve hundred archers, failed back to 
Pontus. Sylla perceived that tiis troops were much 
offended at the peace : they, thought it an infufferable 
thing, that a prince who, of all the kings in the 
univerfe, was the bittereft enemy to Rome, who had 
caufed an hundred and fifty, thoufand Romans to be 
murdered in Afia in one day, fhould go off with the , 
wealth and fpoils of Afia, which he had been plun- 
dering and oppreiHng full four years. But he ex- 
cufed himfelf to them by obferving that he fhould 
never have been able to carry on the war againft 
both Fimbria and Mjthridates, if they had joined 
their forces. 

From thence he marched againft Fimbria, who 
was encamped at Thyatira ; and having marked out 
a camp very near him, he began upon the entrench- 
ment. The foldiers of Fimbria came out in their 
vefls, and faluted thofe of Sylla, and readily alSfted 
^em in their work. Fimbria feeing this defratation,' 
R 4 and 
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, 'and withal dieading SylU a«. an implacable cneiBff 
(Jifpatched hlmfelf upon the fpot. 

Sylla laid a fine upop Afia of twenty thovJani 
talents ^ and befide this, the houfes of private per- 
fons were ruined by the infolence and doforder of the 
foldiers he quartered upon them. For he cota- 
manded every houfeholder to give the foldier who 
lodged with hitn, fucteen drachmas a day, and to 
provide a fupper for him and as many friaids a« he 
'chofe to invite. A centurion was to have fifty 
drachmas a day, and one drefs to wear within doqrs, 
^d another in pubhc. 

Thefe things fettled, he fet fail frojn Ephefus 
with his whole fieet, and reached the harbour of 
Pirseus the third day. At Athens, he got himfelf 
initiated in the myfteries of Ceres, and from that 
(^ty he took with him the library of Apellicon t^t^ 
Teian, in which were moft of the works of Ariftcit^ 
and Theophraftus, books m that time not fufficiently 
toown to the world- "VV^hen they were bro^^ht Uy 
p.omc, it is laid that Tyrannion the grammarian pre^ 

Sared many of them for pubUcation *^ and that An* 
ronicus the Rhodian, getting the manufcript^ by bis 
means, did aflually pubUfli ihem, together with thofe 
indexes that are now in every perfon's hands. The 
old Peripatetics appe^ed indeed to have been mea of 
curiofity and erudition ; but they had noitber ria$t 
with many of Ariftotle's and Tbeophraftu&'s bqok^i, 
nor w^re thofe they did meet with corred copies ; be- 
caufe the inheritance of Keleus the Scepfian, to whom 
TheophraAus left his works, fell into mean and ob* 
fcure hands. 

During SyUa's Ilay^ at Athens, he ielt a pai^l 
numbnefs in his feet, winch Strabo. calls the lijpiag'if 

* Th^ Latin interpreter renders niriiiua,7s^ii iatttwiijps, and, 

Dacler Jilourna, both which Ijgnify tenverted to bis eztut ufe! But. 

1 they are certainly wrong. Atirtwataaia, has that fenfc. Befides, 

CtKio andSirabo gave Tyiuiaia a. character that lett. him above- 

any meannels. 

the 
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the gout' Th« obliged him to f^l to JEdepfus, for 
the benefit of the warm baths, where he lounged away 
the day with tnimics and baSQons and all the tnun o£ 
Bacchus. One day, as he was walking by the feju- 
Ijde, fome fiOienneii' preiented hinv/with a curioua 
difli of fiOi. Delighted. with the prefent, he aiked 
the people of what country they were j and when he 
heard they were Alseans, " What," faid he, " are 
*' any of the Alscans then alive ?" for, in pturfuaDce 
of bis victory at Orchomeuus, he had razed three d- 
tiesi of Boeotia, Anthedon, Larymna, and AIscec. The 
poor men were flruck dumb with fear ; but he told 
them, with » fmile, " they might go away quite h^-. 
" py, for they had brought very refpe^able medii- 
« tors with them." The Alteans tell us, that from 
thM time they took courage, and re-eftabliflied them- 
: fttvesL in tbeir old habitations. 

Sytla, ncrw recovered, p^ed through Thefialy^ahd 
Macedonia to the fea, intending to crofs over ffiiQi 
Dyrrachitmi to Brundufium with a Seet of twelve 
hundred faH. In that neighbourhood ftands Apcdkk 
nia, near which is a remarkable fpot of ground callU 
od Nymphajum*. The lawns, and meadows are of in- ■ 
comparable verdure, though interfperfed with fprings 
firom which continwally iffuea fire. In &as place, we 
are told, a fatyr was taken afteep, exactly fuch as fta- 
tmmft aad painters reprefeni to us. He was brougltt 
to Sylia, and interrogated in many languages who ho 
was ; but he uttered nothing intelligible ; his accent 
being barlh and inarticulate, fomething between the 
neighing of a borfe and the bleating of a goat. Sylla 
was. fliocked with his appearance, and ordered him ta 
l>e taken out of his appearance. 

When he was upon the point of embarking with 
his troops, he began to be afraid, that as foon as 

• ■ In this place the nymphs had an oracle, of the minder of con- 
fuhing which, Dion. (I. 41.} tclts us I'everal ridiculoas Itories. Stra- 
\>o, fpeaking of it in, his levcnfh book, tells m the Nymphieum ia 
a rock, out of which iSbea tircj an4 tbat beneath it flow lirearaa of 
flaming bitumea, % 

they 
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rfley reached Italy, they would difperfe aiid retire to 
fheir refpedive cities. Hereupon they came to hiip 
of their own accord, and to,ok an oath that they 
would (land by him to the laft, and not wilfully do 
any dam^e to Italy. And as they faw he would 
want brgc fums of money, they went and collected 
each as much as they could afford, and brought it 
him. He did not, however, receive their contribu- 
tion, but having thanked them for their attachment,' 
and encouraged' them to hope the bdl, he fet fail. 
He had to go, as he himfelf tells us, againft fifteen 
generats of the other party, who had under them do 
lefa than two hundred and fifty cohorts. But Heaven 
gave him evident tokens of fuccefs- He facrificed 
iminediately upon his landing at Tarentum, and the 
liver of the viftim had the plain impreffion * of a 
crown of laurel, with two ftrings hanging down. A 
little before his palfage, there was feen in the day- 
time upon mount Hephseumf in Campania, two great 
he-goats engaged, which ufed all the movements that 
men do in fighting. The phEenomenon raifed itfelf -^ 
by degrees from the earth into the air, where it dif- 
perfed itfelf in the manner of fhadowy phantoms, and 
-quite dila|^ared. 

A little after this, young Marius, and Norbanui 
the conful, with two very powerful bodies, prefumed 
to attack Sylla, who, without any regular difpofition 
• of his troops, or order of battle, by the mere valour 
and impetuofity of his foldiers, after having flain fe- 
ven thoufand of the enemy, obliged Norbamis to 
feek a refuge vi-ithin the w^alls of Capua. This fuc- 
cefs he mentions as the caufe why his foldiers did not 
defert, but defpifed the enemy, though greatly fupe- 
rioT to thetn in numbers. He tells us, moreover, that 

• The priefts traced the figures they wanted upon the liver, on 
fheir hnn<l9, and by holding it very c\a!e, eaiily made the impref- 
fion upon it while it was warm and pliant. 

f There is no fuch mountain as Hcphxum knowa Livy men- 
tions the hilb of Tifdta near Capua. 
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an enthufiafHc fervant of Pontius in the town of S3- 
vium announced him vidorious, upon the communi- 
cated authority of Bellona, but informed him at the 
&me time, that if he did not hallen, the capi^ 
vould be burnt— this aduatly happened on the dar 
predided. which was the fix^ of July. About dus 
time it was that Marcus Lucutlus, one , of Sylla's 
officers, who had no more than lizteen cohorts under 
his command, found himfelf on the point of en* 
gaging an enemy who had fifty : though he had the 
utmoft confidence inthe valour of his troops, yet, at 
many of them were without arms, he was doubtful 
about the onfei. While he was deliberating about' 
the matter, a gentle breeze bore from a neighbouriny 
field a quantity of flowers that fell on the fl^elds anX 
helmets of the foldiers in fuch a manner that they ap- 
peared to be crowned with garlands. This circum-: 
ftance had fuch an eSeSt upon them*, that thejr 
charged the enemy with double vigour and courage, 
killed eighteen thouTand, and became complete mafteu 
<^ the field, and of the camps. This Marcus La- 
cullus was brother to that Lucullus who afterwards^ 
conquered Mithridates and Tigranei, 

Sylla Hill faw himfelf furrounded with anmes and 
powerful enemies, to whom he was inferior, In poiltf - 
of force, and therefore had recourfe to fraud. He 
made Scipio, one of the confuls, fbme propolals for- 
an accommodation, upon which many interviews ami 
conferences enfugd. But Sylla always finding fome 
pretence for gaining time, was corrupting Scipio'« 
fbidiers all the while by means of his own, who were 

* The ufe that the ancient Romina aa well m Gneki nude af 
enthuliarni and fiiperftitioti, in war part'cuUrly, waa fa great, axiA 
fo frffc-niciit, that it api)ears lo take qiF much from the idea of 
their native courage and valour. The Oigbteft drcumftance, as n 
the improbable infUnce referred to, of a preternatural kind, or 
Ixaring the lead (hadow of a religious ceremony, wouM animate 
them to'thofe expbits, whicii, though a rational valouc wa> cer~ 
tain^r capable of cffefting them, without fuch infludnte IbejrwouliJ 
pever have undeitaben. 

U 

' , L:,.i,-z__iv,CoOg[c 



tfp PLUTARCH'S LIVES. 

3$ well praftrfed as their general in e?ery aft (Sf (bli- 
diation. They entered their adverlaries camp, and, 
Btixing among them, foon gained them over, fome 
ty money, fome by iair promile's, and others by the 
moft infinuating adulation. At lalt Sylla advancing 
to their entrenchments with twenty cohorts, Scipio** 
men fahited them as fellow-foldiers, and came out 
and joiood them ; lb that Scipio was left alone in hi& 
Sent, vhere he wai taken, but immedlatety after dif- 
sdfied in fafety. Thefe twenty cohorts were Sylla'* 
(fecoy-birds, by which he drew foF,ty more into his 
ietf and then brought them all tc^etber ioto his 
OHip. On this occaficHi Carbo is reported to have 
^d, that in Sylla he had to contend both with a foi^ 
and a lion, but the fox gave him the moll trouble. 

The year following young Marius bong conful, 
and at tiie head ,of fbiuicore cohorts, gave SyHa the ' 
challenge. Sylla was very ready to accept it thaE 
day in particular, on account of 2 dream he had the 
sight before. He thought he faw old Mariua^ who 
bad now been long dead^ adrifrng his fon to beWam 
_ ^ the enfuing da.y, a* big with mifchief to hitn* 
Tliis made Sylla impatient for the combat. The firft. 
Mtf he took iowaxds it was to fend for Dolabella, 
who bad encamped at fomc diftance. The eoein^ 
lud blbckjcd up the rrada ^ and Sylb't troopi were 
niBctt haraiTed m endeavouring to open thtm. Be* 
ides, a violent rain happened to &11, and fUU more- 
incommaded them in their work. Hereupon, tha 
afficer» went and etitFcated Sylta to defer the battle 
bli another day, fh&wing him how his men were 
worn out with fatigue, and feated upon the ground 
with their fi)ield« under them. Syila yielded to their 
arguments, though with great reluSance, and gavtf 
ihem orders to retrench therafelves. 

They were juil begiui to put thofe orders* ki exe- 
cution, when Marias rode boldly up, in hopes of 
finding them difperfed, and in great diforder. For- 
tune feized this moment for accompUQiing Sylla's. 

dream, 
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idream: Hts foldiers, fired with iiKJignation, lt&. 
their work, ftuck their pikes in the trench, and with 
drawn fwords and loud ihoiits ran to the charge. 
The enemy made but a flight refiftance ; they were 
routed, aiKl vaft numbers ilain in their Sight. Mat- 
rius himfelf fled to Prseneflie, where he found the 
gates ihut; but a rope was let down, to which he 
laftened himfdf, and io he was taken up over the 
wall. 

Some authors, indeed, write, and among the reft 
Penell^Ia, that Marius iaw nothing of the battle, 
but that being opprelTed with watching and fatigue, 
he laid himfelf down in a Ihade, after the iignal wac 
given, and was not waked without difficulty when all 
was loft. Sylla fays, he loft only three arid twenty 
men in this battle, though be killed ten thouiandcv' . 
the enemy, and took eight thoufaod pnfoners. He 
, was equally fuccefsful with refpedt to his lieutenanu 
Poiupey, CraJTua, Metellus, and ServiUus, who without . 
any mifcarriage at all, or with none of, any confc- 
quence, defeated great and powerful armira; info- 
much that Carbo, who was the. chief fupport of tbfc 
oppofite party, ftole out of hjs camp by night, and 
|>affed over into Africa. 

The laft conflift Sylla had, was with Telefmus tbe 
Samnite, who entered the lifts like a freih champjoa 
againft one that was weary, and was near throwing 
him at the very gates of Rome. Teleiinus had col- 
U€ted a great body of forces, "with the affiftance of 
a Lucanian named Lamponius, and was haftening to 
the relief of Marius who was befieged m Praenefte. 
But he got intelligence that Sylla and Pompey wete 
advancing againil him by long marches, the one t» , 
take him in iront, and the other in rear, and that he 
was in the litmoft danger of being hemmed in, both 
before and behind. In this cai'e, like a man of 
greftt abilities, and experience " of the moft critieaJ 
kind, he decamped by night, and marched with hi« 
whole army direftly towards Romei which was in I» 
unguarded 
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ungHirded a condition, that he might have entered ft 
without difficulty. But he ftopped when he was only 
ten furlongs from -the Colline gate, and contented 
himfelf with pafling the night before the walls, 
greatly encouraged and elevated at the thought of 
having outdone fo many great commanders in point 
of generalihip. 

Early next morning the young nobiUty mounted 
dieir horfes, and fell upon him. He defeated them, 
and killed a confiderable number; among the reft 
fell Appius Claudius, a young man of fpirit, and <^ 
(Hie of the moil illuitrious families in Rome. The 
dty was now full of terror and tonfufion — the womett 
ran about the ftreets, bewailing themfelves, as if it 
was juft going to be taken by affault— -when Balbus, 
who was fent before by Sylla, appeared advancing at 
full fpeed with &ven hundred horfe. He flopped 
juft long enough to give his horfes time to cool, and 
then bridled chem again, and proceeded to keep the 
eiiemy in play. 

In the mean time Sylla made his appearance^ and 
having caufed his firfl ranks to take a fpeedy rei&efh- 
inent, he began to put them in order of battle. 
Dolabella and Torquatus prelTed him to wait fome 
dme, and not lead his men in that fatigued condidon 
to an engagement that mulk prove decilive. For he 
had not now to do with Carbo and Marius, but with 
Samnites and Lucanians, the moil inveterate enemies 
to the Ronian name. However, he overruled th«r 
motion, and ordered the trumpets to found to the 
charge, though it was now fo late as the tenth hour 
erf the day. Ihere was no battle during the whole 
war fought with fuch ohftinacy as this. The right 
wing, commanded by Craffus, had greatly the ad- 
vantage ; but the left was much dillreued, and b^an 
to give way. Sylla made up to its afliflance. Hi 
rode a white horfe of uncommon fpirit and fwiftnefs; 
and two of the enemy, knowing him by it, levelled 
their fpears ac hun. He himfelf perceived it not, 

but 
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but his groom did^ and with a fudden kfli made the 
faorfe fpring forward, fo that the fpears only grazed 
his tail, and fixed themfelves in the ground It is 
faid that in all his battles he wore in iiis bofom, a 
fmall golden image of Apollo which be brought 
from Delphi. On this occafion he kifled it with 
particular devotion', andaddrefled it in thefe terms— 
*' O Pythian Apollo, who has condu&ed the fortu- 
*' nate Cornelius Sylla through fo many engagements 
'* with honour ! when thou haft, brought him to the 
" threftiold of his country, wilt thou let him fall 
" there inglorious by the hands of his own citi- 
** zens?" 

After this ad of devotion Sylla endeavoured to 
rally his men: fome he entreated, fome he threatened, 
and others he forced back to the charge. But at 
length his whole left wing was routed, and he was 
obliged to mix with the fugitives to regain his camp, 
after having loft many of his friends of the higheft 
diHin&ion. A good number, too, of thofe who 
came out of the city to fee the battle, were trodden ■ 
under foot and periflied. Nay, Rome itlelf was 
thought to be abfolutely loft ; and the fiege of Pra^ 
pefte, where Marius hud taken up his qilarters, near 
being raifed. For after the defeat many of the fugi- 
tives repaired thither, and defired Lucretius Ofella, 
who had the direftion of the fiege, to quit it im- 
mediately, becaufe (they faid) Sylla was flain, and 
his enemies mafters of Rome. 

But the fame evening, when it was quite dark, 
there came perfons to Sylla's camp, on the part of 
CralTus, to defire refrefhtnents for him and his fol- 
diers. For he had defeated the enemy, and purfued 
them to Antemna, where he was fat down to befiege 
them. Along with this news, Sylla was informed, 
that the greateft part of the enemy was cut off in the 

> B7 this U- apjiearF, that the. hcaihcos made ihfi fame ufe of 
the images of their guds, u tticli the Runianilis do of imagiis and 
Rli<]u«s. 
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aftion^ As Toon, therefore, ^s it whs clay, he re- 
paired to Antemna. There three thoe&nd of the . 
other fa£tion lent deputies to him to intercede for 

' mercy ; and he promifed them impunity, on condi- 
tion they -would come to him after fome notable ■ 
ftroke againlt thb reft of his oiemite. Confkltiig in 
hk honour, ' they fell upon another corps, and thus 
many of them were flain by the hands of their fellow- 
foidaeTS. Sylfa, however, coIlefl:ed thefe, and what 
Was left of the others, to the number of fix thoufand, 

■ into the Circus; and at the fame time-aflembled the 
fenate in the tempie of Bellona. The moment he 
began his harangue, his foldin's, as they had been 
ordered, fell upon thofe fix thoufand poor wretches, 
and cut them in pieces. The cry of fuch a number 
of people maffacred m a place of no great extent, as 
may well be imagined, was very dreadful. The 
fchators were ftruck with aftonifliment. But he with 
a firm and unaltered countenance continuing his dif- 
courle, '* bade them attend to what he was faying, 
** and not trouble themfehes about what was .doing 
*' without ; for the noife they heard came only from 

. ** fome malefiidtors, whom he had ordered to be 
« chaftifed." 

It was evident from hence to the leaft difceming 
among the Romans, that they were not delivered- 
from tyranny ; they had only changed their tyrant. 
Marius, indeed, from the firll was of a harfh and 
fevere difpofition, and power did not produce, it 
only added to his cruelty. But Sylla, at the begin- 
ning, bore profperity with great moderation ; thou^ 
he feemed more attached to the patricians, it was 
thought he would proteft the rights of the people ; 
he had loved to laugh from his youth, and had been 
ii) compaffionate that he often melted into fears. 
This change in him, therefore, could not but caft a 
blemilh upon power. On his account it was believed, 

. that high honours and fortunes will not fuffer men's 
manners to remain in tlieir original fimplicity, hut 

that 
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&tt if begds in tfaem udbleOce, ftrrogance, 3fi4 iii' 

humanity. "Whether power does really ^Q^nc^ fuch 
a. change of difpoTiticKi, or vii;nhfir it paly <Ui^l9.y^ the 
imivje ba^efs .of the htwt, bdoiigs howevf^ to anoct^ 
department of letter; to enquire- 

Syiliz now tuniiog hiiniiBlf to kW dtU to d^rcf, 
&led the duty with maSacres which h^ neith^ n\tm* 
her nor hounds. He evea givs up many pfrfonSi 
ag^nft vhoQi he ha^ no comfiaintt to Uie priratt 
Kven^ of hi« creatiu-es. At laft tme of the you^ 
nobimy, named /Cains Ntetelius, ventured to put 
diefe ^dHcms to him in the Sqaatsr--** Tell ui, Sylla, 
.^ fdien w£ IhaU ha.T£ an tad of our caiamitit^ F ho-w 
H- £u'.thou vik proceed, and wbuiwe may -hope ,Uwii 
ff ndltftop? ^^e aflc thee not xo fpace ^onTe .\i^om 
^ diou haft jnadced .oiiJ: for puniAunent, b.ut !«» ajEk 
ff' am exej^pdon from anxiety £9r ^coie is^om thou 
I? haSi determinod to fare." £yjk f^d, ^' h^ fU.4 joot 
** yot know .whcod he lhouid'feve."'V Than,'' repHed 
Metdliu, ^' lot us iknaw .'whom thou iatenddt JQO 
** deftroy :" and Sylla anfwered, ** he would do &Jf 
3ame, indeed, Scribe .the laft reply to Aufidius, one 
cf Sy^bt's batterers. 

immediately after this, he profciUied .eighty dU- 
zensj without confulting any' of tdbe mazmrates in 
the iealL Znd as the ptd)Gc ^xprcfled their uidig- 
oatian.atxdiiE, the iecond day after, he ptoDcnbed cwo 
Juin^ied and twenty jnore, and as many ^n .the third* 
-13iea Jie told the people from ,the coilf-ura, .*' Hs 
*' ' had now .profcrttwd all thu be remembered ; and 
^' iiidi ^iie had forgot, muit come into fomej^iture 
S* prbfcnption." Death was the pvinifliment he ^r- 
dame^rfbraay.qne who Ibould harbour or fave a^xr- 
dbn'-profhribed, without jcxcopting a brother, a^Jbn, 
or a pareiu. Such was to be the reward of humanityil 
£»t 1^0 talents were to be the tewatxl of musder, 
V^h^ther it were a flave that killed his mailer, or a 
,foa^I};G fath^. The moft uniuft circumftance, hoV' 
ever, of.a^I, J^me^ to tie* tW b? declaxeii t^e joi^ 

«()A.. IIL S and 
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and grandfotttf- of profcribedperfohs infamous, mi 
conmcated tjieir goods. 

" The lifts were- put up not only at Rome, but is 
all the. cities of luly. Neither temple ftf the gods, 
nor paternal dwelling, nor health of hofpitality, was 
any protearon againft murder. , Huftjands weredif- 
patched in the bofoms of'thdr wives, and fons in 
thtife of their toothers. And the facrifices to refent^ 
nient and revenge, were nothing to thofe who fell on 
account of their wealth. So that it was a conunon 
faying-among the rufihms, *' His fine houfe was the 
t* death of iuch a one, his gardens of another, and 
** his hot baths of a third.. -Qaintus Anrelius, a 
quiet man, 'v^o thought, he tmuld have no fharetn 
thofe miferies, but that whidicompaifidn gave hini, 
came one day into the forum, and oat of curiofitjr 
read the names of the profcribed. Finding his own, 
however, ampng the teft^ he cried out, " Wretch 
-^ that X\sral my Alban villa puribes me:" and he 
had norgon&fer before-a tuffian came up and killed 
him. '■'.'■, 1 ' 

In the mftan time -young Mariiis being taken*, 
flew himfelf. Sylla then came to Praniefte, where at 
firft ht tried tlw inh9.bitants and had them executed 
fmgly. Bat afterwards finding he had not leifurefbr 
futjhformaEiries, he colleded themto the number of 
twelve ■ thoufand, and ordered them to be put to 
(leath, Accepting only one who had formerly en- 
tirtained him at his houfe. ■ This nian with a noble 
Ipirit told him, '* he would never oWe his life to the 
■" deftroyerof his country j'^and voluntarily mixing 
wtth the crowd, he diei with his fellow-citizeM. 
■The ibangeft, however, of all his proceedings was 
that with refped to Catiline. This wretch had killed 
:his own brother during the civii war, and now he d&- _ 
fired Sylla to put him among the profcribed, a* * 

• He was not taken; bwt as he was endeaTowring to make It's 

efcipc by a fubterraneoiu palTage, he found it befet by Syik't 'P'' 
4iers j whereupon he ordered o«e crfhis llavei to kill bun. , 

. ,- . - . , .foioa 
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jferfoD iHll alive; which he madeno difficuify of 
doing. Catiline ioTeturn,weiit aii4-kilIe3.-one.'MarR 
cus Marius who was of the oppofite faflion, brought 
his head to Sylla* as he fat upon his tribunal in the 
£)niin, and then waihed bis hands ih. the luflVal 
water*, at the door of Apollo's temple, which was 
juft by. , . ' 

Thefe maffacres were not the only thing tRaS 
alHi^ed the, Romans. Ke - declared himfelf dida^qri 
reviving, thift ,i^ce in his own favour, tJiougH ihecq 
had been no inftance of it for an hundred arid twenty 
years. ■ ;He.got a decree of amnefty for all he had 
done: and,, as to the future, it invefted Him with 
power of life and death, of confifcating, of colonize 
iag, of building or demolifliing cities, of giving or 
iaking away kingdoms at his pleafure. He exercifed 
hi&;power'in fuch an infolent and defpotic mariner 
with regard to conhfcated goods, that his applications 
o^'the^ from the Uribunal were more intolerable than 
th^ coi^ca^ions themfelves. He gave to handfome 
prpjCtitutes, to harpersjito buffoons, and.tQ, the niolE 
wicked of his emranchifed Haves, jhe r.e't'^ues of , 
whp}e cities and provinces, and compelled lyomai of 
condition, to marry fome of thofe ruffians, ' ■ :\ 
■ He was deiirous of an alliance wicli Pompey the . 
.Grpat, and made him; divorce the y^ he had, ipi 
order . to his marrying .'^milia, t^ie, ^daughter ■ of 
Scaurus by his own wife Metella, thotigh he had Co 
force,, her from Manias Glabrio by, whom fhe w^s 
pr^nant. , The young l^dy, however, tliedjin cSildr 
bed in thc.houfe of Fompey, her lecond huiband. . 

Lucretitis Ofella, whi) had befieged Marius ig 
Praenefte, now afpired to the confulmip, , and :pre- 
|rared to fue for it. Sylta forbad£ him toproceedj 

• Here is another' inftance of a heathen cuftorii adopted bj; the 
Romanrfta. Aft ticlolion from the wie of this holy \Bater w«s ron- 
tidered by the Greeks as a fort of excommunicaliMi. We iai 
'QMipQi probibiling it to the murderers of Laius. . 

Scrt-HQC. <l£(Jip..Aaii. fc. I." , 

Si''''"''' arid 
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md wbax hAb.v that Hi ^Kdend of his iittertA 
*ith the t»46Ma ht Appclted notwithftanding in pub- 
fic as & ta^dmtfc, heWotiebf^6)::ebtuH(«8 who 
attfthddd Mm, t^ tU^&tbh that \ftVft ifnuij vrftile hfi 
famfelf lat oft Ms tribunil in th4 tetttple <if Giftbi: 
and Pottui, and looked dirtrA upbri the nftutder. T^ 
peo^e fwxd the centurion, and brought hiiti 'vfi^ 
feud cbmpliihjfe Wdrt Sylla. He rtmWiafeaed 
filettce, and trfd theih thfe thing ^»as dOhfe bj his 
brdef ; the teaturibn ttna-dEbre wis to be ^Cbi&bd 
hnmetUitdy. 

About this time he led tip, his trikuApk, «^ich Hm 
taaenificent Ear the difpliy of weSilthi aftd ^ tiie W^ 
fpoils *hich wtre 4 ttrtir fpeftidc j but &iat "wMcft 
ifowned ail, was the prbceffion of tht esStt, 6«9W* 
6f thb pioft illuftrious and riioft pbwetftil of tfe tid^ 
ifedns followed the cteriot, -aAd t^fed Sylla Ibefe 
favidUT iand Either, becatrfe tiy hi& R»;a!h« it WM that 
fliey Ttetflrnyi to thtir txiimtrt, ^and vf&i t<eft^ei 
to thefr x^ivis and chfldren. Whfeh ■Afc Wtttepli Wail 
orer, h6 gave an account 'of his gre&t aStioM ^ >& 'fift 
. ij^eech to 1^e pec^Ie, aftd vna tto lefs 'pa^ctilia* iti 
telating the iiifiances of his good fbthnie, ^Oia t^ft 
of his valour. He even concluded with ah dtder ttfift 
for die fotUre he'JHouId be 'tilted FcHx (that i*, the 
fettuntte). i^tit in writing to 'the "Orecititt^ atod iit 
Us anfwers to their a^ipHcadons, te todk Ae ^ste- . 
Hbn^ name ofEpajArwKtttsj'-MeJ'inwaT^e'flJ^f^rtte). 
The mlcription iq>on die trophies left amohg ift, w, 

Lucttre CoRHELiUS SVi-LA EpAPHROmXU'S. J^ 

to the twite he hi^d by Metella, h« gave the *&««» 
of Faxdhn and Faofta, whi^ iii ikt Koman l^gdage 
lignify au^idous and happy. 

A ftiU nrbogcT proof ^ his placing more ^ofdi* 
deace ta his good fortune, than in his achievements, 
was bU l^ing down the diAatorfhip. After he had 
put an infinite numbw of people to death, broke in 
nprai the cpnftitutioii, and changed the form of go- 
vKxaaeax, lu had the bardineii to leave the ^eoplt 
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M poyKX to f boofc con&Us agam f Sf^ b« biiqrdf, 
wjtHgvt preteoding to aiiy ^9^00 of their fi^Sragea, 
yt^lt^d 9bout the forum as a |irivat(» i^um^ vid pttt it 
m the power of any perfpn to taHe hi? li&> In the |irft 
ela^on, he had ti)e moiti&cation tQ fe^ tu4 eoemy 
Marcus I^dui, a bold and fra^rp^ifiiw pun, df>- 
clared cobAiI* not by hU own intereft, btft by th^ 
of Poropey, who pn tj^ ppcalicin exejt^ himfctf 
with tiie pepple. i^d vhai tis faw 'P<)awey gf^ng 
<>ff happy in bis vif^ory^ he cfill^ xq bi^» 4n4 
/aid* *'ifo doubt, yosng nuuci, yflwr pohiies arp 
•* very excellent^ fiope yoi^ have profl^rceiil ],.epi4us 
*' t9 Catulus, th£ worli apd mpft fti^nft pf iTien tp 
" tibe beA. It » high tiiQe tp ^vralui aD4 be vpgb 
« yoijx guard, nov yoi; havp Qj^thened yotir ^ 
« vcrfary agiinft yourfclf." SyJIa fijqke mia from 
,&mejdli«£ 1^ A prgphetic ^»nt ; tor ]t«pidu8 fooai, 
i^ed vim ihc utnofi miokDi^ a9 ?)ffli^y'^ 4cchre4 
cnewy- 

SyUA ^ve the fcaplf 9 ra^^nj&pisit ^ertaiqmeots 
on aqcp^nt pf his dedka]^ the tenths of hu ful^ 
JUnce to IJo-cul^. The proT^iflBi wO» &> «nre^- 
;»bp^dwt, that a g^eat quantity vas i&rovn every 
4ay iwto the river ; a»d the wine that wu^^i^nk* VV 
forty years old at leaiL In jhe PV^ pf tlu»&a^ftiai& 
v.hi(b .l^Aed -inany days, Met^ iick^ed^ dio^ 
]As the prififts forbade hua :^ ^rpacb her, aal tf* 
Jtiftve bis hovfe [defiled mth ffiOunuD& tie fqot ibflr f 
toll of dnprcCt aiod QtdeFed b/:r to be carried tp ai^ 
JD^er JKotlr vhUe tJtw l^wh ^ in Jier J>ody. HJa 
,i)i{^rftitio|i laade him vaj ^lUKtilious in .pbferring 
thtib: la>vs 9f tbe prielb ; but W fj^ving in to tl^ ut- 
^oflt pcofufioitf be iiaii%reflea a lew of liia <owa, 
vhiob liHiited the qxpena «f fimorals.. He broke 
in u^n hie ow» ftupptuwy hv tpo, ^(h ni^ed tp 
,^et, by pailing Ins time in die ntctS^ (qctringant ban- 
.qttets,'.and Tmu}^ recowDt 10 .4dAu(^ !to |»inbi^ 

: ^3 AfefT 
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• A few months after he prefented the people wid» a 
Ihow of_gladiators. And as at that time men and 
vomen iad no fcparate places, but £at pronrifcuoufly 
in the Theatre, a woman of great beauty, and of one 
of the beft families, happened to fit near Sylla. She 
Was the daughter of Meffala, and filler to the orator 
.Hortenfius ; her name Valeria j and fhe had lately 
been divorced from her huiband. This woman, 
commg behind Sylla, touched him; and took off' a 
little of the nap of his robe, and then returned to 
her place. Sylla looked at her, quite amazed at her 
femDiarity j when (he faid, *' Wonder not, my lord, 
'** at what I have done; I had only a mind to fhare 
** a litrie inyourgood fortune." Sylla was fiir iroi^ 
being difpleafed; on thfi contrary, it appeared tha^t 
he waS'flattered very agreeably. For he fent to alfc 
jher name,' and to enquire into her family and charac- 
ter. Then followed an exchange of amorous regards 
and fmileaj which ended in a.confraO: and m&rriagc. 
*The lady, perhaps, was not to be blamed. But Sylhi, 
though tie got a women of reputation anjl great ac- 
'com^Hlhments, yet came into the matchupon wrong 
principles. Like a. youth, he was caught with fon 
iooks, .and languifhing airs, things that are wont tp 
■excite the lowell.of the paffions. ' ■ ' 

■" Yet, hotwithftanding he had married To extraor- 
'dinary a wopian, he continued his' commerce' 'with 
'aftreffes and female muiiciahs, aild fat', drinking 
'whofe days i^th a parcel of buffoons aliliut hun. 
His chief favoifrites at this time were Rofcius the 
■ coniedianj' Sore x the mimic,' and Metrobius whb 
"ufed to aflt, a woman's part ! * ■ * • •' • * » 
,•./•.'#.•'■# # *-*.*■*■■* « »■«■-*-« 

••'.»*, » * • »r, ^Thefe courfes addeil 
'ftrength to a diftemper^ that was tut flight af the 
•beginning ;" and for a long time he knew not that 
-he had an abfcefs'within him.- This abfcefe tbrtlipted 
his flefh, and turned it^j!! into lice; fo that, though 
'he had many perfoni ahployed both day and night 

ra 
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to clean him» the part taken away «a« nothing b>: 
thai which remained. His vbole'^tire, his baths, 
his bafons, and his food* were filled with that perpe*. 
tuat flux of rermin and corruption. And though he. 
^thed many times a day, to cleanfe' and purify him* 
felf,. it was in vaiin. The corruption came on fo &ft, 
that it was impoffible to overcome it. 

We are totd, that amongft the ancients, Acaftiis.' 
the fon of Pelias, died of this ficknefs ; and of thoie 
that come nearer oup times, .Alcman the poet, Ph&.. 
tecydes the divine, Calliflhenes the Olynthian, who 
was kept in clofe prifon, and Mucius the. lawyer^- 
And if after thefe we may take notice of a man who 
did not diftinguifli himfelf by any thing laudable, but- 
' vas noted another way, it may be mentioned, that the 
fugitive flave Eunus, who kiiidled up the •'Servile war 
Ifi. Sicily, and was afterwatds taken and carried to. 
Rome, died there of this difeafe. 

3.ylu not only 'forefaw his death, but has- left 
fomething relating to it in his writings. He finiftied 
the twenty-fecond book of his . Commentaries only- 
two days before he died ; and he tells us, that the 
f haldws had predifted, that after, a lifo: of glory. 
' he would depart in the height of his profperity. tie; 
farther acquaints us, that his fon who died a little 
before Metella, appeared to him in a dream, dreffed 
in a mean garment, and defired him to bid adieu 
to his cares, and go along with him to his mother 
Metella, with whom he fhould live at eafe, and en- 
joy the charms of tranquillity. He did nor, however,; 
withdraw his . attention from public affairs. It W34 
h\i,t ten days before his death that he reconciled tha 
contending parties at Puteoli *, and gave them a 
fel of laws for the regulation c^ their police. AikI 
the very day before he died, upon information that 
the quscdor Qrahius would not pay what he waa 
indebted to the flate,,but 'jvaited for his death- to 
^void paying it at all, he fent for. him into his apdirc-t 

•■ Ift the Gr«ck Vkfutarrhia, which is another name for FuleoU. 

, S 4 went, 
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a£4 H.UTARCtt'j LIVES. 

mtotj planted his ^ttaflts &b6ut httii^ laid drder^' 
them to fbangle hittl. The viol^Ace with iilrhich hi6 
fpdke, ftntin'ed hiitv lb inufch} that the imjKifthilntai 
broke, and he Voided a vaft qilahtity of blobd. Hii 
flirengtfa now Mled M^ ahd^ afftr he h^ paSkd th<£ 
pight in great agonies, he eSpire'd. He left t*o 
young children by Metella ; irid Valeriij aftrf- hi* 
death, was delivered of a daughter callfed Po^ktttAai 
a name givea of cburfe by the Romahs.to fubh as. ai^ 
born after the dekth of their fether. 

Many of Sylla'S oieiliies now cc»nbiaed with Le- 
pidUS, to pt-eveAt bis having tht ufttstl hc^but^ df 
burial. But Porapey, though he wa« fomcwhat dif- 
Jtle4fe'd at Syllat becftufe,.(H all his friends, he ha j 
teft hith only o'lit of Hle will, in thii cale ihtetpblfed' 
hifr Authority ; ahd prevuled upon Tonie by his inter* 
eft and imereaties^ and oh others bytnetaicc^, to dx^ 
their oppofition. Then he conTCyed the body tA 
Rc^e, and conduced the whole' funerai, ntot Only 
with fccurity, but *itH hoftoUr. Such wai HW 
iiuuitity of ^ic^ lA-aught in by thfe wwmch, tft^t %S* 
cluliVe of th^e carried m hfo hundred an^t ten git^ 
bafkets, a figure x^ SyUk at full length, and ii£ % 
tiSor befides, Wks ihide bAtireiy of citin^oh ^d 
the chrticcft frankincenfe. TT^e day happened to T>e 
fo cloudy, and thfe rtdn *iis fo much expefted, Witt 
it was fabout the niith hdur * beFoire thfc corpfc "wfe 
Carried out, HoWever, it was po focflner 'kdd w^hAi ■ 
the pile, tfiah ■! brilk 'wind ble%, and^Mfedfoftrong 
a flame, that it was confumed imtnediately. Btrt 
Ifte the pile was burnt down, and the'fite begaM *6 
die out, a grwt ram fell wMc*i iafted tiH night. 'So 
Aat his gOod fortune contmu^ to the laft, and affifted 
jt his funeral. His monument (lands ift the Gaittpth , 
S^tius : and they fell us he wrote Sn e^it^h fbr 
Mnifelf 10 thts purport, « No friend <!ver did iie fo 
" much 'good, or en»my fo ^uiA harin? btitlr^pald 
f' him ■with ifttereft.'* 

• Tlweein tilt ifftehtobn. ■ 

{•ySANJbSit 
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WE tttve no* g«ie thrtugh tlw ffe of ^Itej 
and will proceed to the comparifon. This, 
HiCit, Lyiirtider aad he have in common, that ihey 
%eTe oitirely- indebted to tlnemfelves for thdr rife. 
But Ly^aftder, has this 'idruitage, that the tugh d- 
Bets te gtdned were witli the -confent of the people, 
^liilft itis conftShition «f Mt country was in a fouiifl 
ttid healifty ftate ; and that 'fae ^t nothing by fofxx 
*«t hy aAing againft the bw»«^ 

Xn civil broih the todrjt of men may rife. 

Bo it -was then in Rome. T^vt people were Jo cor- 
Tvpt, and the repul& in Sa ficldy « conditxtt, tha 
'tyrants ^pnu^ up on every &ie. Nor is k alny Wbfk< 
der if %Ma,* gained the aidendaiu, at a tinie wlnst 
Wretches ^e Olancias and Sarinnin'us expelled fadi 
tnen as Metdltis, wken the ibne of confult were taxxr- 
liered iii the puWic affemijfies, when men fupporte4 
their feditions purpofes with Toldiers purdiafed -m£k 
money, and laws were enaSed with fire and fwocd 
and every fpecies of violence *. 

In fuch a ftate of things, I do not Uame the -man 
Vlio n^ed himftlf to fuprerae power; all I fa^ 

* We need no other inftances than this, to ftiew that a repub- 
lican ;gcrfemin«it irill iKVKdO'incoFrupt.lH]ws. ' 
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i66 LvsAHBER-and^SYLv^t compared, 

is, that when the commonwealth was in fo de- 
praved and defperate a condition, power was po 
evidence of merit. But fince the laws and public 
virtue ne^er flourifhed more at Sparta, than when 
Xyfaftder was fcnt upon the higheft and moft import"- 
^nt commiflions, we may conclude that he was the 
bell among the virtuous, and firft among the great. 
Thus the one, though he often furrendered the com- 
mand, had it as often reftored to him by his fellow- 
citizens, becaufe his virtue, which alone has a claim 
to the prize of honour, continued ftill ■ the fame *. 
The other, after he was once appointed general, ufurp- 
ed the command, and kept in arms for ten years, 
fometimes ftyling himfelf conful, fometimes procon- 
ful, and fometiqieg didator, but wa^ always ill rtsility 
a tyrant. 

it is true, as we have obferved above, Lyfander 
did attempt a change in the Spartan conftituticm, but 
.he took a milder and more legal method than Sylla. 
It was by perfuafion f, not by arms, he proceeded } 
nor did he attempt to overturn every thing at once. 
He only wanted to corred the eftablifhment as tQ 
kings. And indeed it feemed natural, that in a (tatp 
■which had the fupreme direSion of Greece, oil ac- 
count of its virtue rather than any other fuperiorlty, 
merit ftiould gain the fceptre. For as the hunter and 
the jockey do not fo much confider the breed, as the 
dog or horfe already bred (for what if the foal ihould 
^rove a mule?) fo the politician would^entirely mifs 
his aim, if inflead of enquiring into the qualities of 
a perfon for.firJt magiftrate, he looked upon nothing 
but his family. Thus the Spartans depofed fome of 
their kings, becaufe they had not princely talents, 

* Whal kind of virtue can Plutarch poffibly affribe to Lyfan-. 
■der? — Uiikls he ijteaas military virtue-r* Undoubtedly, he nas a 
man of the greateft duplicity of charatler, of the greateft profanv 
nefj-^For he corrupted the priefts and proflitutcd the honour of the 
.gods, to grEtify his pcrfonal envy jnd ambition. - 

f li-was by hypogriiy, by prafane uid impioua espedients. 

but 
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■tut were perfons of no worth or confequence. Vice, . 
'even with high birth, is diffionourable : and the ho- 
nour which virtue enjoys, is all her own ; family has 
■no {hare in it. 

They were both guilty of injuftice, but Lyfander 
for his friends, and Sylla againji his. Moft of Ly- 
fander's frauds were committed for his creatures, 
and it was to advance to high ftations and abfolute 
power that he dipped his hands in fo much blood : 
whereas Sylla envied Pompey the army, and Dolabellj 
the naval command, he had given them ; and he at- 
tempted to take them away. And when Lucretius 
Ofdla, after the greateft^and mod faithful fervices, fo- 
licited the confulfliip, he ordered him to be difpatched 
before his eyes. Terror and difmay fdzed all the world, 
when they faw one of his heft friends thus murdered. 
If we conlider - their behaviour with refpeO: to 
riches and pleafure, we fliall find the one the prince, 
and the other the tyrant. When the power and au- 
, thority of Lyfander were fo extenfive, he was not 
guilty of one aft of intemperance or youthful diffi- 
-pation. He, if any man, avoided the fling of that 
■proverb. Lions mtlun doors, and j axes without. ^6 
fober, fo regular, fo worthy of a Spartan, was his 
manner of living. Sylla, on the other hand, neither 
let poverty fet bounds to his palfions in his youth, 
nor years inhis age. But as Salluft fays, while he 
■was giving his countrymen laws for the regulation of 
marriages 'aifc'for promoting fobriety, he indulged 
hJlnfelf in adultery and every fpecies of lull. 
' By his debaucheries he fo drained the public trea- 
■fures, that he was obliged to let many cities in alli- 
■ance and-friendfhip ■with Rome purchafe independ- 
"ence, and the privilege of being governed only by 
*thar own laws ; though at the fame time he was daily 
• confifcating the richeft and beft houfes in Rome. Stitl 
more iinmenfe were the fiims he fquandered upon his 
-datierers. Indeed, what bounds or moderation could 
■'be expeaedia his J private gifts, whoi his heart, was - 
-'-i- dilated 
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tlHstted with wine, if we do but attend to onie. i» 
Itance of his behaviour ii; public ? One day as he 
was felling a confiderable eftate, which he wanted a 
friend to have at an under-price, another oSered more, 
and the crier proclaiming the advance, he turned 
with indignation to the people, and laid, " What 
** outrage and tyfansy ii tbis, my friends, that I 
** am not allowed to difpofe of my own fjpoils as I 
« pleafe ?** 

Far from fuch rapaciouiiiefs, Lyfander, to thefp<Hls 
^ fent his countrymen, added his owa fhare. Not 
that I praife him in that : for perhaps he hurt Sparta 
Klore eflentially by the money he brought into it, 
ilhan Sylla did Rome by that which he took, from it* 
I only mention it as a jH-oof of the little regard he 
liad kiT riche^. It was fomethiag very particular, 
however, that Sylla^ while he abaadcHied himfelf to 
all the profufion of luxury and expeoce, fhould briag 
the Romans to fobrie^ ; whereas Lyfander iahjsQm 
4be Spartans to thc^e paBions which be re&xiined in 
^idmfelf. The former ad^d worfe dian his own laws 
-direded, and the other brought his people to 9& 
worfe than himfelf: for he filled Sparta with the love 
-of that which he hjiew bow to def|aie. Such thejr 
were ui their potitical capacity. 

As to mihtAry achievements and a£U of genetal- 
Jhip, the number of vidxiries and the dangers he had 
to combat, S^fta^u "beyond comparifoa. Ly&oder, 
indeed, gained two naval victories ; ito which we 
may add his taking of Athens : for, though that af- 
jur was not diiHcult in the execudetn, it was glorious 
in its confequences. As to hiG mifcarriage in Boeo- 
tia and at Haliartus, ill fortime, perhaps, had fome 
.ccnctru in it, but it waa i^incipally owing to indlfcK- 
lion ; fmce he would not wait for the great, ^^fo^c^ 
ipMnt which the kii^.wBs h^iagi:^g from Hats«) 
and which was upon the poijxt of joiniag him, but 
with an ilUtimed refentii^nf and ambition laazcbed 
-up to the walk. .jHeace,jt wap, -th^ ijfi vm flaip*ff 

ihme 
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■Lysakdih a«rf S7LtA, compared. afijj 

Ibme troops of no confideration, vlio f^Hed out to 
Hie attack. He fdi not as Cleombrotus did at Leuc- 
tra, idio xiM flain as he was making head againfl 
an impetuous enemy ; not IBte Cyrus, or Epanri- 
nondas, who received a mortal wound as he was rd- 
Wing his men aiid enfining tolhero the vidoTy. 
Thefe gi-eat mea died the death of generals and 
' ioB^ But Lyfandcr threw away his life inglori- 
ooOt Kkc a comittoa foWier or defperate adventurer. 
By ius death he flicwod hcrw right the andeM Spar- 
tans Were ia not dioofing to fight againft ftose walls^ 
where the braVeft- man in the world may be killed, 
i ■wffl tiol fey by an inlTgniScant man, but by a child 
or a woman. So Achiffcs is faid to have been flain 
by Paris at the -gates of Troy. On the other hand, 
fo many pitAed battles were won by Sylla, and fo 
many myriads of enenries killed, that k is not eily 
to mimber them. Hetook Rome hfelf twice% ani 
the Krsens at Athens, not by iamine, as Lyfander 
had done, but by aflault, after he had defeated Ar- 
'dielans in feveral great battles at land, and forced 
him to take rcfage in his fteet. 

It is a niaterial point, too, to confider what gene- 
rals ihey had to oppofe. I can look upon it as no 
oiOre than the play of children, to have beaten An- 
Itiochus, who' was no better than Alcibiades's piic^ 
^a to hare outwitted FWlodes tbe Athenian De- 
magogue, 

i(i man whye tongue was JJiarpened^ not his Jzeord. 

KBthridates would iiot have compared them wirfi hit 
■groom, nor Marius with one of .his lidors. Bitt 
"Sylla had to contend with princes, confuls, gaierals, 
"and "tribunes of the higheft Iilfluence ami abilities j 
and, to name but a few of them, "who among the 
'Romans "was more formidable than Marius; among 

• Wliatever military merit he might difjilayin other battle?, ,fce 
hadoert«nly- none in the taking of Komc ; for it was not geoeial- 
' IJupr l^t' necelSty that brought it iuto bia hands. 

ihi 
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the kings, more powerful than Mithridatesj or among 
the people of Italy, more warlike than Lamponius and 
Teleftnus P yet Sylla banifhed the fai^^ fubdued the 
fecond, and killed the other two. 

What is of more coiifequence, in my opinion, 
than any thing yet mentioned, is, that Lyfander 
was fupported in all his enterprit^es by his friends 
at home, and owed all his fuccefs to their affiftance ; 
whereas Sylla, a baniflied man, overpowered by a 
fadtion, at a time when his enemies were expelling 
his wife, deftroying his houfe, and putting his friends 
to death, fought the battles of his country on the 
plains of Bceotia againft armies that could not be 
numbered, and was viftorious in her caufe. This 
was not all ; Mithridates oiFered to fecond him with 
all his power and join him with all his forces againft 
his enemies at Rome, yet he relaxed not the leaft of 
his demands, nor (hewed him the lead countenance. 
He would not fo much as return his falutation, or 
give him his hand, till he promifed in perfbn to re- 
linquHh Afia, to deliver up his ftiips, and to reftore 
Bithynia and Cappadocia to their refpeftive kings. 
There was nothing in the whole condud of Sylla 
more glorious,, or that fliewed greater magnanimity- 
He preferred the public good to his own : (jke a dof 
of generous breed, he kept his hold till his adverfary 
had given out, and after that he turned to revenge 
his own caufe. 

The different methods they obferved with refpeft 
to the Athenians, contribute not a little to mark 
their charaders Sylla, though ihey bore arios 
againft him for MithMdates, after he had taken thwr 
city, indulged them with their liberty and the pri- 
vilege of their own laws : Lyfander fnewed no fort 
of compaflion for a people of late fo glorious and 
powerful, but abolifhed the popular government, 
and fet over them the moft cruel and unjuft of 
tyrants. 

" Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, we fiiall not be wide of the truth, if we 
conclude, that m the life of Sylla there are more 
great actions, and In Lyfuider's fewer fauUs ; if we 
aHign to the Grecian the prize of temperance and 
prudence, and to the Roman that of valour and ca- 
pacity for war. 
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PERIPOLTAS the diviner*, who conduced 
king Opheltas and his fubjeSs from Theflaly 
into Bq:otia, left a ^unily that flourifhed for many 
years. The greateft part of that family dwelt in 
Chserones, where they flrR eiU&lilhed themielves, 
after the expulfion of the barbarians. But, as they 
were of a gallant and martial turn, and never, fpared 
themfelves in lime of aSion, they fell in the wan 
with the Medes and the Gauls. There remained 
only a young orphan, named Damon, and fWnamed 
Peripoltas. Damon in beauty of perfon and dignity 
of mind far exceeded all of his age, but he was of 
a harfh and morofe, temper, unpolifhed by edu> 
cation. -^ 

He was now in the dawn of youth, when a Ro> 
man officer, ,who wintered with his company in 
Cbseronea, conceived a criminal paffion for him ; 
and, as hei found folicitatiom and prefents of no avail, 
he was preparing ro ufe force. It feems, - he defpifed 
our city, whofe affairs were then in a bad fituation, 
and whofe fmallnefs and poverty rendered It an obje^ 
of no importance. As Damon dre^ed fome violence, 

•• -Plutaick' here introduces tn oWciire and dirty ftorjr, for the 
fikc of talking of the place of his nativity. 

and 
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and withal was highly provoked at the pall attempts, 
he formed a deliga againfl the ofHcer's life, and 
drew fome of his comrades into the fcheme. ' The 
number was but fmall, that the matter might be 
more private j in h£k they were no more than sixteen. 
One night they daubed their faces over with foot, 
after they had drank themfetves up to a pitch of 
elevation, and next morning fell upon the Roman as 
he was facrlficlng in the market-place. The moment 
they had killed him, and a number of thofe that 
were about him, they fled out of the city. All was 
now in confufioQ. The fenate of Chseronea met 
and condemned the aflfalTms to death, in order to ex> 
cufe themfelves to the Romans. But as the magif- 
trates fupped together according to cuftom, Damon 
and his accomplices returned in the evening, broke 
into the town-hall, killed every man of them, and 
then made off again.' 

It happened' that Lucius Lucullus, who was going 
upon Tome expedition, marched that way. He 
{topped to make an enquiry into the affair which 
was quite recent, and found that the city wasfo iar 
JTom being acce{&ry to the death of the Rotnan of- 
ficer, that it was a confiderable fufferer itfelf. He 
therefore withdrew the garrifon, and took the fotdiers 
with him. , 

Damon, for his part, committed depfedations in 
the adjacent country, and greatly haraCed the city. 
, The Chseroneans endeavoured to decoy him by fre- 

r!nt melTages and decrees in his favour : and when 
y had got him among them again, they appointed . 
him mafter of the wreftling ring; but foon took op- 
portunity to difpatch him as he was anointing himfelf 
in the bagnio. Our fathers tell us, that for a long 
time .certain fpedres appeared on that fpot, and f^ 
groans were heard ; for which reafon the doors of the 
bagnio were walled up. And to this very day thofe 
who live in that neighbourhood imagine that they fee 
'ftrange fights, and are alarmed with doleful voices. 
VpL. HI, T There 
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There are fome remains, however, of Damon's fe- 
mily, who Hve moftly in the town of Stiris inPhbds. 
Theie are called, according to the ^olic dialeft^ 
Afbolomaifn*, that Is, Sooty-faced, on account of 
their anceftor's having fiHeSred his face with foot, 
when he went about the affaffination. 

The people of OrchomenuB, who were neighbours 
to the Chasrorieans, havihg fome prejudice againfl 
them, hired a Roman informer to accufe the aty of 
themurder of thofe who fell by the hands of Damon 
and his affociates, and to pfofccute it as if it had been 
an individual. The caufe came before the governor 
of Macedonia, for the Romans had nfrt yet fent prx^ 
tors into Greece; and the pcrfons employed to plead 
for the city, appealed to the teftimony of Lucullns. 
Upon this, the governor wrote to Lucullus, who 
gave a true account of the affsar, ahd by that means 
delivered Chseronea from utter ruin. 

Our forefathers, in gratitude for their prefervation, 
crefted a marble ftatue to LucuHuS in. the market- 
place, clofe by that of Bacchus. And though n\any 
ages are fince elapfed, We are of opinion that tlft 
labligation extends even to us. We are petfuaded 
"too, that a reprefentation of the body is not compa- 
rable to that of the mind and the mariners, and there- 
fore, in this work of lives compared, ftiall infert his. 
We ftiall, however, always adhere to the truth*; 4nd 
LuCullus will think himfelf fufficiently repaid by 
tmr .perpetuating the memory of his aSiolis. He 
tannot want, in returti for his true teilimony, a feift 
■ land fiftitious account of himfelf. When; a paJntet 
has to draw a fine and ■elegant form, which happens 
to have fome little blcmifh, we do not want him dtt- 
tirely to pafs over that blemiih, nor yet to mark !t 
■with exaSnefs. The one would fpoil the beauty'irf 
the pidure, and the other deftfoy thelikenefs. So ift 
our prefent work, fmce it is very difficult, -orrather 
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impoiGble, to find any life whatever without its fpots 
and errors, we mud fet the good qualities in full 
light, with all the likenefs of truth. But we confi* 
der the &ults and ftains that proceed either from 
fome fudden paflion> or from political necelTity, rather 
as defe£ls of virtue, than (igns of a bad heart ; and for 
that reafon we Ihall call them a little into fhade, in 
reverence to human nature, which produces no Ipe- 
cimen of virtue abfolutely pure and perfed. 

■When we looked out for one to put in comparifon' 
with Cimon, Lucullus feemed tKe propereft perfon.' 
They were both of a warlike turn, and both diHin- 
guiflied themfelves againft the barbarians. They 
were mild in their adminiilration ; they reconciled 
the contending factions in their country. They 
both gained great vidories, and erected glorious 
trophies. No Grecian carried his arms to more dif* ~ 
tant .countries than Cimon, or Roman than Lucul- 
lus. Hercules and Bacchus only exceeded them ; 
imlefs we add the expeditions of Perfeus againfl the 
Ethiopians, Medes, and Armenians, and that of 
Jafon againil Colchis. But the fcenes of thefe lafl 
aOions are laid In fuch very ancient times, that we 
have fome doubt whether the truth could reach us. 
This alfo they have in common, -that they left their 
wars unfmilhed; they both piriled their enemies 
down, but neither of them gave them their death's 
blow. The principal mark, nowever, of likenefs In 
their charaSers, is their affability and gentlenefs of 
deportment in doing the honours of their houfes, and 
the magni6ceBce and fplendor with which they ftir- 
nifhed their tables. ■ Perhaps, there are fome other 
refemblances which we pafs over, that may eafily be 
colleSed irota their hiitory itfelf. 

Cimon was the fan of Miltiades and Hegefipyla. 
That lady was a Thracian, and daughter to king 
Olorus, as it ftands recorded in the poems of Arche- ' 
IfiyS and MeUnthiuE, written in honour of Cimop. 
So that Thucydidea, the- hiftoriao, W9S his jelatjon, 
T fl for 
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for his father was called Olorus • ; a name that had 
been' long in the family, and he had gold mines in 
Thrace. Thucydides is faid, too, to have been killed 
in Scapte Hyle f, a place in that countiy. His re- 
mains, however, were brought into Attica, and his 
monument is Ihewn among tnofe of Cimon's &mily, 
near the tomb of Elpinice, fifter to Ciraon. But 
Thucydides was of the ward of Alimus, and Milti- 
ades of that of Laclas. Miltlades was condemned to 
pay a fine of fifty talents, for which he was thrown 
into prifon by the government, and there he died. 
He left his fon Cimon very young, and his daughter 
Elpinice was not yet marriageable. 

Cimon, at firft, was a perfon of no reputation, 

■ but cenfured as a diforderly and riotous young man. 
He was even compared to his grandfather Cimon, 
who for his ftupidity was called Cvaltmos (that is, 
Ideot). Stefimbrotus the Thafian, who was his co- 
temporary, fays, he had no knowledge of mufic, or 
any other accompliftiment which was in vogue among 
the Greeks, and that he had not the teail fpark of 
the Attic wit or eloquence ; but that there was a ge- 
nerofity and fincerity m his behaviour, wluch fhewed 
the compofition of his foul to be rather of the Pelo- 
ponnefian kind, f^ike the Hercules of Euripides, 
he was 

Rough and unbred^ but great on great wcafions^ 
and therefore we may well add that article to the ac- 
count Stefimbrotus has given us of him. 

In his . yoilth, he was accufed of a criminal com- 
merce with his fifter Elpinice J. There are other 

. f Seaftt Jlyie, figinliea a wood fuU of iienche*. StepJunti« (dc 
urb.) call* \\ iicaplcl'ule. 

X Some Tay Elpinice waj-only half-fiflcr to C'unon, and that u 

fnch he married her ; (he laws of Athens not forbklding hitn to 

^irtwry one thai was Cflei' t>i)lj- by the father's fide. Comethu 

■ Nqwiexprefilyaffirmi 'a.. 
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iaftances, indeed, meDtioned 6f Elpinice*! irregular 
conduct, particularly with refpeO: to Polygnotus the 
painter. Hence it was, we are -told, that when he 
painted the Trojan women, in the portico Aen called 
Plcfianarlion •, but now Fa'kiley he drew Elpinice's 
fiice in the chMafter of Laodice. Polygnotus, how- 
■ ever, was not a painter by profeffion, nor did he re- 
ceive wages for his work in (he portico, but painted 
without reward, to recommend hiinfelf to his country- 
men. So the hiftorians write, as well as the poet 
Melanthius in thefe verfes — 

The temples of the godi. 

The Janes of heroes^ and Ctxropian balls. 

His liberal hand adoni'd. 

It is true, there are fome who affert that Elpinice did 
not live in a private commerce with Cimon, but that 
fhe Was publicly married to him, her poverty pre- 
venting her from getting a hufband fuitable to her 
birth. Afterwards Callias, a rich Athenian, falling 
in love with her, made a propofal to pay the govern- 
ment her father's fine, if flie would give him her 
hand, which condition flie agreed to, and with her 
brother's confent, became his wife. Still it mufl be 
acknowledged that Cimon had his attachments to 
the fex. Witnefs his miUreffes Arifteria of SalamisJ 
and one Mneftra, on whole account the poet Metan- 
thius jefts upon him in his elegies. And though he 
was legally married to Ifodice, the daughter of Eu- 
ryptolemus the fon of Megacles, yet he was too uxo. 
nous while fhe lived, and at her death he was Incon- 
folable, if we may judge from the elegies that were' 
addreifed to him by way of comfort and condolence, 
Pansetius the philpfopher thinks Archetaus the phy- 
fician was author of tbofe elegies, and from the times 
in which he flourifhed, the conjedure feems not im- 
probable. 



* Diogeiv, Sh'uIu, and otliera, call U Peiliana^tiDn, 



The 

t,,Coog[c 



s;8 PLUXARCJTs LIVES. 

The reft o( Cimon's condu£t vas great and admi- 
fable. In courage he was not inferior to Miltiades, 
flor in' prudence to Tbemiftocies, and he was con- 
fefTedly an honefter inan than either of them. He 
Could not be faid to come ftiort of them in abili- 
ties for war ; and even while he was young and 
without military experience, it is furprifmg how 
much he exceeded them in political virtue. When 
Thenliftocles, upon the invajion of the Medes, ad- 
vifed the people to quit their city and territory, and- 
retire to the ftraits of Salanus to try their fortunes in 
a naval .combat, the generality were aftonifhed at the 
raflinefs of the enterprize. But Cimon, with a gay 
air, led the way with his friends through the Cera- 
micus to the citadel, carrying a bridle in his hand to 
dedicate to the goddefs. This was to fhew that 
Athens had no need of cavalry, but of marine forces, 
on the prefent occafion. After he had confecrated 
the bridle, and talten down a fhield from the wall, he 
paid his devotions to the goddefs, and then went down 
to the fea; by which means he infpired numbers ft'ith 
courage to embark. Bcfides, as the poet Ion informs 
us, he was not unhandfome in his perfon, but tall and 
majellic, and had an abundance of hair, ^hich curled 
upon his ihoulders. He diftinguiflied hirafelf in fo 
extraordinary a manner in the battle, that he gained 
hot only the pralfe, but the hearts of his c'ouhtry- 
men.; infomuch that many joined his train, and ex- 
horted him to thinly of defigns and aftions worthy of 
thofe at Marathon. 

"When he applied for a fiiare in the adminiflration, 
the people received hitn with pl^afure. By this time 
they were weary of Theraiftocles, and as they knew 
Cimon's engagmg and humane behaviour to their 
whole body, confequent upon his natural mildnefs 
and candour, they promoted him to the higheft ho- 
nours and offices m the ftate. Ariftides, the fon of 
Lyfimachus, contributed not a little to his advance- 
ment. He faw the goodnefs of his difpofition, and 

fet 
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fist him up u a rival againft the iLeeaaeb and dariiig 
fpirit of Themiftocles. 

When the Medes were driven out of Greece, 
Cimon was eleded admiral. The Athenians had not 
now the chief command at fea, but afled under the , 
orders of Paufanias the Lacedremonian. The firft 
thing Cimon did, was to equip his countrymen in 9. 
more commodious manner, and to make them much 
better feamen than the reft. And as Paufanias began 
to treat with the barbafians, and write letters to the 
king, about betraying the fleet to them, in con- 
fcquence of which treated the allies in 'a rough and 
haughty ftyle, and foolilhly gave jn to majiy unnecet 
fary and oppreflive afts of authority ; Cimon, o^ 
the other hand, Hftened to the complaints of the in- 
jured with fo much gentlenefs and'humanity, that he 
infenlibty gained the command of Greece, not by 
arms, but by his kind and obliging manners. Fof 
the greatefl: part of the allies, no longer able to bear 
the feverity and pride of Paufanias, put themfelves 
under the direftion of Cimon and Ariftides. At the 
&me lime they wrote to the Ephori, to defire them 
to recaj Paulanias, by whom Sparta was fo dilho- 
noured, and all Greece fo muth difcompofed. 

It is related, that when Paufanias was at Byzan- 
tium, he caft his eyes upon a young virgin named 
■Cleonice, of a noble family there, and infilled on 
having her for a miftrefs. The parents, intimidated 
by his power, were under the hard neceffity of giving 
up their daughter. The young woman begged that 
the light might be taken out of his apartment, that 
ftie might go to his bed in fecrecy and filence. 
When flie entered he was afleep, and flie unfortu- 
nately itumbled upon (the candleftick, and threw it 
down. The noife waked him fuddenly, and he, in 
his confufion, thinking it was an enemy coming to 
aOaOinate him, unfheathed a dagger that lay by him, 
and plunged it into the virgin's heart. After this he 
could never reft. . Her image appeared to him every 
T4 night, 
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night* and with a menacing tone repeated this heroic 
verte — 

Go to the fate which pride and luji prepare ! 

The allies highly incenfed at this iniamous a£tion^ 
joined Cimon to befiege him in Byzantium. But 
ne found means to efcape thence ; and as he was 
ftill haunted by the fpedre, he is faid to have ap- 
pUed to a temple at Heraclea *, where the nmnes of 
the dead were confulted. There he invoked the 
fpiritof Cleonicef, and entreated her pardon. She 
appeared, and told him, *' he would foon be deli- 
*' vered from all his troubles, after his return to 
** Sparta :" in which, it feems, his death was senig- 
matieally foretold J. Thefe particulars we have from 
many hiftorians. 

All the confederates had now put themfelves under 
the conduct of Cimon, and he failed with them to 
Thrace, upon intelligence that fome of the moft ho- 
nourable of the Perfians, and of the king's relations, 
had feized the city of Eion upon the river Strymon, 
and greatly harafTed the Greeks in that neighbour- 
hood. Cimon engaged and defeated the Perfiau 
forces, and then mut them up in the town. After 
this, he diflodged the Thracians above the Strymon, 
who had ufed to fupply the town with proviiions, 
and kept fo ftrid a guard over the country, that no 
convoys could efcape him. By this means the place 
was reduced to fuch extremity, that Butes the king's 
general, in abfolute defpair,j fet fire to it, and fo pe« 
rilhed there with his friends and all his fubAance. 

• Heniclea was a place near Olym[>ta. Paufaniu applied to the 
necromancers there, called Pljchagogi, wboTe office it wat to call op 
departed fpirits. 

f Thus we find that it was a cuDom in the pagan tu well as in 
the Hebrew theology to conjure up the fpirits of the dead, and that 
the witoh of Endor was not the only witeh in the world. 

X TTie LacfJsemonians having reiblved to faze him, he fled for 
refuge to a temple of Minerva, called cAo^i'mcw. There Ibey flint 
him up and ftamd him. 

.In 
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In confequence of this, Cimon became mafter of the 
town, but there was no advantage to be reaped from 
it worth mentioning, becaufe the barbarians had de- 
ftroyed all by fire. The country about -it, however, 
-was very beautiful and ferdle, and that he fettled with 
Athenians. For this reafon the people of .Athens per- 
mitted him to ered there three marble Uenrnty which 
bad the following infcriptions. 



, ft 'here Strymon with his Jilver waves 
The lofty towers of Eion laves^ 
The haplefs Mede, with famine p'eji. 
The Jorce of Grecian arms conf'eji. 

Let him, who bom in dijiant days. 
Beholds tkefe monuments ofpraife—' 
Thefe- forms that^ -flour's gloiy /ave— 
• Jtndjhes how Athens crowns the bravCf 
For hoTiour feel the patriot- figh, 
And J'or his country learn to die. 

Afar to Phrygia's fated lands 
IVhen Mnejtheas leads his Attic bands. 
Behold ! he bears in Homer Jiill 
■ The palm of military Jiill, 
In every age, on every coq/i, 
'fis thus the foits of Athens boaji! 



Though Cimon's name does not appear in any o£ 
thefe infcriptions, yet his cotemporaries confidered 
them as the higheft pitch of honour. For neither 
Themiftocles nor Miltiades were favoured with any 
thing of that kind. Nay, when the latter afked only 
for a crown of olive, Sochares, of the ward of De- 
celea, ftood up in the midH of the aflembly, and 
' fpoke 
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fpoke againft it, in terms that were not candid in* 
^eed, but agreeable to the people. IJ^ faid, " Mil- 
*' tiades, when you ihall fight the barbarians and 
*' conquer alone, then alk to have hoiiour,s paid you 
'* alone." What was it, then, that induced then> 
to give the prefereiu^e fo greatly to th.s a^on of Ci- 
pion ? was it not that u^aer the other geiieraU they 
fought for iheir lives and exiflence as a people^ but 
under him they were able to diflrefs their enemies, 
by carrying war into the countries where they had 
eftablilhed themfelves, and by colonizing Eion and 
Amphipolis ? They, planted a colony too in the 
ifle of Scyros*, whicn was reduced by Cimon on the 
occafion I am going to mention. The Dolopes, who 
then held it, paid no attention to agriculture. They 
had fo long been addicted to piracy, that at laft they 
fpared not even the merchants and ftrangers who 
came into their ports, but in that of Cleiium.plun- 
dered fome • TheHalians who came to traffic with 
them, and put them in prifon. Thefe prifoners, how- 
ever, found means to efcape, and went and lodged 
an impeachment againft the place before the Am- 
phiftyones, who commanded the whole ifland to 
make reftitution. Thofe who had no concern in the 
robbery, were unvnlling to pay any thing, and, in- 
ftead of that, called upon the perfons who committed 
it, and had the goods in their hands, to make fatis- 
faSion. But thefe pirates, apprehenfive of the con- 
fequence, fent to invite Cimon to come with his (hips 
and take the town, which they promifed to dejiver up 
to him. In purfuance of this, Cimon took the ifland, 
■ expelled the Dolopes, and cleared the ^gean fea of 
oSrfaJrs. ' 

T^s done, he recollected that their ancient hero 
Tlideus, che ibn of iEgeufi, had redred from Athens 
TO Scyros, and was tho-e treacheroufly killed by king 

* TliM bsfpened about the JKginniDg of the Icveo^-IeveDth 

■clyjnpUd. 

Ly- 
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Lycomedes, who entertained fome fufpicion of him. 
And, as there was an oracle which had enjoined 
the Athenians to bring- back his remains', and to ho- 
nour him as a demi-god, Cimon fet himfelf to fearch 
fer his tomb. I'his was no eafy undertaking; for 
the people of Scyros had all along refufed to de- 
clare where he lay, or to fufier any fearch for his 
bones. At laft, with much pains and enquir)', he 
djfcovered the repofitory, and put his remains,- fet 
off with all imaginable magnificence, on board his 
own galley, and carried them to the ancient feat of 
that hero, almoft four hundred yearsf after he had. 
left it. 

Nothing could give the people more pleafure than 
this event. To commemorate it, they inftiluted 
games in which the tragic poets were to try their 
ikill ; and the difputc was very remarkable. Sopho- 
cles, then a young man, brought his firft piece upon 
the theatre ; and Aphepfion, the archon, perceiving 
that the audience were not unprejudiced, (fid not ap- 
point the judges by lot in ■ the ufual manner. The 
method he took was this : AVhen Cimon and his offi- 
cers had entered the theatre, and made the due liba- 
tions to the god who prefided over the games, the 
archon would not fuffer them to retire, but oblig- 
ed them to fit down and feleft ten judges upon oath, 
one out of each tribe The dignity of the jndges 
ca"ufed an extraordinary emulation among the aftors. 
Sophocles gained the prize ; at which .Sfchylus was 
fo much grieved and difconcerted, that he could 
not bear to ftay much longer in Athens, but in an- 
ger retired to Sicily, where he died, and was buried 
near Gela. 

ion tcils us, that when he wps very young, and 
lately come fi-om Chios to Athens, he fupped at 

* This crack \ns delivered to thetn four yean before i in the 
firft yewof thefeventy-fiithoympiad. 

•f Plutarch could not make a miilake of four hundred years. We 
are perfuaded, therefore, that he wrote eigkt kmdred. 

Laomedon*s, 
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lAbmedon's, with -Cimon. After fupper, when the 
Ebadons were over, Cimon was defired to fing, and 
he did it fo agreeably, that the company preferred 
him in point of politenefs to ThemiHocles. For he, 
on a Hke occafion, faid, ** be had not learnt to fing, 
** or play upon the harp ; but he knew how to rane 
*' a fmall city to wealth and greatncfs." The con- 
verfation afterwards turned upon the actions of Ci- 
mon, and each of the guefts dwelt upon fucb as ap* 
peared to him the molt confiderable : he, for lus 
part, mentioned only this, which he looked upon as 
the moft artful expedient he had made ufe of. A 
great number of barbarians were made prifoners in , 
Seflos and at Byzantium ; and the allies defired Ci- 
mon to make a ^ivifion of the booty. Cimon placed 
the prifoners quite naked, on one fide, and all their 
ornaments on the other. The allies complained, the 
fhares were not equal ; whereupon, he bade them 
take which part they pleafed, affuring them that the 
Athenians would be fatisfied with that they left. Hero* 
phytus the Samian advifed them to make choice of 
the Perfian fpoils, and of courfe the Perfian captives 
fell to the ihare of the Athenians. For the prefent, 
Cimon was ridiculed in private for the diviiion he 
had made ;' becaufe the allies had chains of gold, 
rich collars and braceltts, and robes of fcarlet and 
purple, to fltew, while the Athenians had nothing but 
a parcel of naked flaves, and thofe very unfit for la- 
bour. But a little after, the friends and relations of 
the prifoners came down from Phry^aand Lydia, and 
gave large fums fbr their ranfom. So that Cimon 
with the money purchafed four months' provifions for 
his fhips, and Tent a quantity of gold befides to the 
Athenian treafury. 

Cimon by this time had acquTed a great fortune ; 
and what he had gained glorioufly in the war from 
the enemy, he laid out with as much reputation upon 
his fellow-citizens. He ordered the fences of his fields 
and gardens to be throwii down, that ftrangers, 
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as well as his own countrymen, might freely partake 
bf his fruit. He had a fupper provided at his houfe 
every day, in which the diflies were plain, but fuf- 
ficient for a multitude of guefts. Every poor citi- 
zen repaired to it at pleafure, and had his diet with- 
out care or trouble ; by which means he was enabled 
to give proper attention to public affairs. Ariftotle, 
indeed, lays, this fupper was not provided for all the 
citizens in general, 'but only for thofe of his own 
tribe, which was that of Lacia *. ' 

When he walked out, he ufed to have a retinue 
of young men well clothed, and if he happened to 
meet an aged citizen in a mean drefs, he ordered 
fome one of them to change clothes with him. This 
was great and noble. But befide this, the fat& at- 
tendants carried with them a quantity of money, and 
when they met in the market-place with any necef- 
fitous perfoa of tolerable appearance, they took care 
to flip fome pieces into his hand as privately as pof^ 
fil)le. Cratinus, the comic writer, feems to have re- 
ferred to thefe circumllances in one of his pieces en- 
titled Archilochi. 

Even I Metrobius, though a /crivenert hoped 
To pafs a chearjal and ajleek old-age^ 
And live to mi/ laft hour at Cimon's table; 
Cimon / the beft and nobleft of the Greeks ! 
fVhofe wide-fpread bounty vied xoith that qfheavetti 
Buty ah! ht^s-gone before me! 

Gorg^as, the Leontine, gives him this character, *' He 
*' got riches to ufe. them, and ufed them fo as to be - 
" honoured on their account.'' And Critias, one of 
the thirty tyrants, in his elegies, thus exprdTes the 
utmofl extent of his wilhes. ■ ^ ■ 



* Cimon's vtixi beins; afterwards called Oeneii t it mufl be re- 
ooncited mth thii place Irom Stepkaniu, who telli m, tit Ladada 
win a pf^ </ iIk vwd Oauit. 

The 
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The malth of Scopoi* * heiri^ the foul of Cimottf 
And the. J'am*d trophies of Agefilaus. 

lichas, the LacedEetnonian, we know, gained a great 
name among the Greeks, by nothing but entertaining 
flrangers woo came to fee the pubUc exercifes of 
the Spartan youth. But the magnificence of Cimon 
exceeded even the ancient hofpitallty and bounty of 
the Athenians. They indeed taught the Greeks to 
fow bread-corn, to avail themfelves of the ufe of 
wells, and of the benefit of fire : in thefe things they 
juftly gtory. But Cimon's houfe was a kind of com- 
moivhall for all the people ; the firil-fruits of hi! 
land* were theirs ; whatever the feafons produced 
cpf excellent and agreeable, they freely gathered; 
nor were Grangers in the lead debarred from them : 
fo that he in fome meafure revived the community 
of goods, which prevailed in the reign of Saturn, 
and which the poets tell us fo much of. Thofe who 
malevolently afcribed this liberality of his to a defire 
of flattering or courting the people, were refuted by 
the reft of his condufl:, in which he favoured the no- 
bility, and incUned to the conftitutioa and cuflom of 
Lacedxmon. When Themiftocles waited to raife 
die power and privileges of the commons too high, 
he joined ArjfKdes to oppofe him. In like manner 
he oppofed Ephialtes, who, to ingratiate himfelf with 
the people, attempted to abolifh the court of Areo- 
pagus. He faw ail perfons ccmcerned in the admi- 
niftration, except Ariftides and Ephialtes, pillaging 
die pub^, y£t he k^ his Own hands clean, and 19 
aH Us ^>eed:te8 and aiftioos continued to the laft per- 
foflly ^finterefted. Qne inftance of this, they give 
tu in Ms behaviour to Shoelaces, ^ baxl^rian, who 
had revolted ji'om the kiog of Perfia, and was conie 
to Athens with great tre^ures. This man finding 

» StoBt», » jich Jhftir^iiin/ '» mentioned in the life of Cato. 
himfelf 
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Kmfelf ■ harafled by informers Acre, applied to (% 
mon for his proteOion; and, to gain his favour^ 
placed two cups, the one full of gold, and the other 
of filver darics, in his antichamber. Cimon, call:* 
tng his eye upon them, fnriled, and afked him, 
*' Whether heftiould choofe to have him hie merce* 
*' nary or his friend ?" ** My friend, undoubtedly,"* 
faid the barbarian. *' Go then,'* faid Cimon, *' and 
** take thefe things back with you ; for if I be youf 
'* friend, your money will be mine whenevet I have 
*' occafion for it." 

About this time, the allies, though they paid th^ 
Contributions, began to fcruple the furniflimg of 
fiiips and men. Tney wanted to bid adieu to the trou« 
bles of war, and to till the ground in quiet and tran- 
quillity, particularly as the barbarians kept at liomcj 
and gave them no difturbance. The other Athenian 
generals took every method to compel them to make 
good' their quota, and by prc^ecutiont and fmes ren- 
dered the Athenian government oppreffive and tht¥- 
dious. But Cimon took a different courie, wfcen be 
had Ae command. He ufed no compulfion to any 
Grecian ; he took money and ihips unmanned of fech 
"as -did not choofe to ferve in perfon; and thus fuS- 
fered them to be led -by the crharms of eafe to <ioine>- 
ftic employment. To -bufbaandry and manofeaures; 
fo that of a warlike people tfiey hecame, through aft. 
Sngkiiions attachment to luxury' and pleafare, gmte 
•tmfit for any thing in the mtliiary department. Oft 
tbt other hand, lie made all the Alfhenians in ftof 
turns ferve on board Ins fliips, and kept them ^ 
continual esKrcife. By thefe means he extended the 
Athenian dominion over the allies, -who were all tht 
■while paying iihn fw it. The Atheniaas -WMe al- 
ways upon cme expedition or other, hafl ihdr wea- 
'pons ftn: ever in their hands, and were trained vp'to 
every'fetigneof fervicc : hence kwas (hat the »Bes 
learned to fear and €2tter thennj and ii^fa^ -c^ being 
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that fellow-foldien, as . formerly^ infenfiUy beoune 
thdr tributaries and fubje^ 

Add to this, that no man humbled the pride and 
arrc^ance of the great king more than Cimon. Not 
fatisfied with driving him out of Greece, he purfued 
his footftepg, and without fuffering him to take 
breath, ravaged and laid wafte fome parts of his 
dominions, and drew over others to the Grecian 
league ; infomuch that in all Afia, from Ionia to 
Famphylia, there was not a Perfian flandardto be 
feen. At foon as he was informed that the king's 
fleetB and armies lay upon the Pamphytian coafts, he 
wanted to intimidate them in fuch a manner that they 
ibould never more venture beyond the Chelidon^ 
iiles. For this purpofe he fet fail from Cnidus and 
Triopium with a fleet of two hundred galleys, which 
Themiftocles had, in their firft conftruQion, made 
light and fit to turn with the utmoCt agility. Cimon 
widened them, and joined a platform to the deck of 
each, that there might in time of adion be room for a 
greater number ot combatants. When he arrived 
at Phafelis,. which was inhabited by Greeks, but 
would neither receive his fleet, nor revolt from the 
king, he ravaged their territories, and advanced Ur 
.affault their walls. Hereupon, the Chians, who were 
among his forces, having of old had a friendfliip for 
the people of Phafelis, on one fide endeavoured to 
pacify Cimon, and on the other addrelTed themfelves 
tothe townfmen, by letters fitftened to arrows which 
-they fliot over the walls. , Ai length they reconciled 
the two parties ; the conditions were, tl^at the Phafe- 
lites ihculd pay down ten talents, and fliould follow 
Cimon's ftandard againJt the barbarians. 

Ephorus fays, Tithrauftes commanded the king's 
fleet, and Pherendates hit land forces ; but . CalUT- 
thenes will have it, that Arioraandes the Ton of Gobrya^ 
was at the head of the Perfians. He tells us ur- 
thcr, that he lay at anchor in the river Eurymedon, 
;and did not yet choofe to come to an engagement with 

the 
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tKe Greeks, becaiife he expefted a rdnforcehient of 
eighty Phcenician ftiips from Cyprus. On the- other 
handj Cimo^i wanted to prevent- that junflion, and 
therefore failed with a refolution to compel the Fer- 
fians to hght, if th&y declined it. To avoid it, they 
pulhed Up the river. But when Cimon came up, 
they attempted to make head agaiiift him, with fix 
hundred lhips« according to Bianodemns, or, as 
Ephonis writes, with three hundred and fifty* They 
performed, however, nothing worthy of fuch- a fleet, 
but prefently made fot land. The foremoft got on 
fliore, and efcaped to the army which was drawn up 
hard by. The Greeks laid hold on the reft, and 
handled them very roughly, as well as their Ihips. A 
certiin ptoof that the Perfian fleet was very numerous 
is, that though many in all probability got away, and . 
many others were deftroyed, yet the Athenians took 
no Ids than two hundred vefTcls. . 

The barbarian land forces advanced clofe to the 
fea; but it appeared to Cimon an arduous undertak- 
ing to make good his landing by dint of fword, and 
*ith his troops, who were fatigued with the late ac- 
tion, to engage thofe that were quite frelh and many 
times their number. Notwithstanding this, he faw 
the courage and fpirits of his men elevated with their 
late viftory, and that they were very defirous to be 
led againft the enemy. He therefore difembarked 
his heavy-armed infantry, yet warm from the late 
aSion. They ruQied forward with loud (houts, and 
the PeriianS ftood and received them with a good 
countenance. A fharp conflict enfued, in which tbe 
braved and moti diftinguifhed among the Athenians 
were flain. At laft with much difficulty the barba- 
rians were put to the rout : many were killed, and 
many others taken, together with their pavilions full 
- of all manner of rich Ipoil. : 

Thus Ciraon, like an excellent champion, won two 
prizes in one day, and by thefe two actions out- 
did the viftory of Salamis at fea, and of PlatseEc at 
'Vol. III. U land. 

L:,.i,-z__iv,CoOg[c 



390 ■ PLtrf ARCH** LIVES, 

land*' Me added, howevo', a hew trophy to his vk> 
tones. Vjxm intelligence that the «ighty Phcenician 
gallep, which were not in the battle, were amved 
at HydruR*, 'he Peered that trky ag h& as po€ble. 
They had not received any certain Becount of the 
joFce* to \ri>ofe K^Hlance -they were gcHJig ; and, as 
this fufpenfe much imimidated them, they were eafily 
defeated, -with the lofs of all their Jhips and molt ^ 
their mm. 

Thefe treats fo humbled the kiiw of Perfia, tha 
iie came into that Vinous peace, Avhkh limited him 
to the diftance of a day's journeyt onhorfeback from 
the Grecian fea $ and by which he engaged that none 
of his ^leys or other ihips of war fliould.ever conw 
within the Cyai^an and Chelidonian ifles- 'Callif- 
thenes, indeed, denies that the kine agreed to thefe 
conditions ; but he allows that his fubl^uent beha- 
viour was equivalent to fuch an agreement. For his 

•fears coniequent upon that defeat, made hiqi retire fo 
far from Greece, that PerfclcB with fifty fiupe, and 
Ephiahes with no more than thirty, foiled beyond die 
Chelidonian rocks without mecttug with any fleet of 
die barbarians. However, in the Gollefti(K» of JUhe- 
nian decrees made by Craterys, there is a copy of the 
articles of this peace, which are in fubftance the fame 
as we have related them. We are told alfo that die 

' Athenians bailt an altar to peace on this occafKBi, 
and ihkt they paid particular honours to Calhas, who 
negociated the ixaty- So much -wss raifed from tf|e 
£de of the fpoils, that, befide what was rderved for 
other occaiEoAs, the people had money enough to 

* As no Airh place ae Hydras is to be faand, Lnblnos thinks w" 
Qioirid read Sydra, vhich v-ns ;i inafitime to^inofCilicia. Dacitr 
propjlei to read HyJrutia. which was vne of tbc Cyclades, 'Bu», 
perh'afi.^. Hv<ini! is o!ily a L-Orruption of Cyprns; for To\fXali 
(1. i.J telb'us, Cimon failtd thither inimedhB(eif*ft«r 1ms twoHiJ 
Tifloiy. Andlicaikis, ibat be went dilga'fedins ¥er&3nittbi 
. whicb muft be mrUii a view to Uka iu the Pbcenitaan galleys. 

■f Four handled Airlong;, 

fcuiU 
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hvM^ vrn^pathe foiHh.fi<k'o£tb« dudel. - Ifay^ 
fuch wafi-thetK^iU'c tbis expaditu^i afforded, that 
by tl stcre laid tiw^^iundatione of th« loag walls called 
Legs) Oicyjfrae not ^nifhed indeed dH fome tkna 
alro'* -And as the place wher« th^ were to be epeft^ 
ed was xavftiy and iiiU of water, Qraou at his 'own - 
expcnce had the bottt^ f^curad hy Tatruning down ~ 
brge ftoae6 aqd bkiding th^if with gravel. He, too, 
fim adorocd. the city with thofe el^;4nt aqd Qoble 
pliioes for exercife and ;difpatation, which a littl< 
after cttme to be fo much admir^. He planted tho 
Forum with plane-trees ; and whwea* the Academy 
befwe was -a dry and unfightly plat, he brought 
water to tt» and (heltered it with groves, fo that it 
abounded with clean alleys and fhady walks. 

By this time the Ferfians refufed to evacuate the 
Gber&ndus, and, inftead df that, called down the 
Thracians to their afiiftance. , Omon fet out againll 
thisn from Athens with a very few galleys ; and as 
they la(d:ed upon him with ccditempt on that account, 
he attarked them, and with four mips only took thir- 
teen (^ theirs. Thus he Expelled the Perfians, and 
beat the "niracians too •, by which fuccefs he reduced 
the whole Cherfonefvis to the obedience of Athens. 
After this he defeated at fea the Thafians, who had 
revolted from the Athenians, took ihree-and-lhirty of 
their ihips, and ftormed their town. The gold-mines 
which were ia the i^ghbouring continent he fecured 
to his countrymen, together ^ith the whole Thalian 
territories. 

From ihence there was an eafy opening to invade 
MacedoBJa, and poflibly to conquer great part of it ; 
but, as he neglefted the opportunity, it was thought 
to be owisg to the prefents which king Alexander 
made him. His enemies, therefore, impeached him 
for it, and brought him to his trial, in his defence 
he thus addrefled his jutfees — " I have' no conneflion 
" with rich lonians or Theflalians, whom other ge- 
** neralshave applied to in hopes of reaivingcompli- 
,U 2 '*• tnents 
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«* ments and treafures from them. My attadimeni 
•* ii to the Macedonians', whofe frugality and fo. 
•* briety I honour and imitate ; things preferable with 
" me to all the wealth in the world. I love indeed 
" to enrich my country at the expence of its ene- 
•• mies." Stefimbrotus, who mentions ;thi8 trial, fays 
El^nice w^ted on Pericles at his own houfe, to en< 
treat that he would behave with fome lenity to her 
brother i for Pericles was the moil vehement accofer 
he had. At prcfent, he only faid, *• You are old, 
•* Elpinice, much too old to tranfaft fuch bufmefsas 
" this." However, when the caufe came on, he was 
favourable enough to Cimon, and tofe up only once 
to fpe&k during the whole impeachment, and then he 
did it in a flight manner. Cimon therefore was ho- 
nourably acquitted. 

As to the reft of his adminiftration, he oppofedand 
reftrained the people, who were invading the province 
of the nobility, and wanted to appropriate the direc- 
tion of every thing to themfelves. But when he was 
gone out upon a new expedition, they broke out again; 
and overturning the conftitution and moft facred cut 
toms of their country, at the inJUgation of Ephialtes, 
they took from the council of Areopagus thofe caufe* 
that ufed to come before it, and left it the cognizance 
of but very few, ■ Thus, by bringing all matters be- 
fore thenlfelves, they made the government a pet- 
fed democracy. And this they- did with the con- 
currence of Pericles, who by this time was growi 
very powerful, and had efpoufed their party. It wai 
with great indignation that Cimon found, at his re- 
turn, the dignity of that high court infulted ; and he 

* The mamifcrifils in general have I^cedaemonians ; ai"^ '''*' " 

■ probably the true teadii^. For Cimon ie well known to ha^e ^ * 
llrong altathinent to. (bat people. Befidea, the Macedoniaiww'f' 
not a ibber people. As to what foihe objeft, that it is flrange b* 

■ (houlJ make nu mention of the Macedonians, whciihe wasaccuM 
of being bribed by them : the anfvrer is ealy. We are not certaio in*' 
Vlutarch has giv«>uB all Cimon 's defence. 

fd 
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tet. himfelf to reftore its jurifdi&ion, aa4 to revive 

fuch an ariilocracy as had obtained under Cliftbeaes* 

Upon this, his adverfaries raifed a great clamour, and 

exasperated the people againft him, not forgetting 

tbofe (lories about his fiiler, and his own attachment 

to the I^cedasmonians. Hence thoie vcrfes of £u< 

polls about Cimcai — : 

Ht's not a villain^ but a de^michee^ 

fVkofi; carekfs heart is UJi on rt'ine aAd v'tfmen^- 

The time has been, kejlept in Lacedamotii 

And left poor Elpinice here alone. -. *^" 

But if, with all his negligence and love of wipe, ho 
took fo nj^y cities, and gained fo many viftories, it 
is plain that, if he had been a fober man and attentive 
to bulinefs, none of the Greeks either before or after 
him could have exceeded hipi ia great and gloriou4 
anions. 

' From his firfl fetting out in life, he had an attach* 
msM. to the Lacedaemonians. . According to SteTim* 
brotus, be called one of the twins he had by a Clito* 
nian woman, Lacedasmonius, and the other £leus ; 
VnA Pericles often took occafion to reproach- themi 
with their mean defcent by the mother's fide. But 
Diodorus the geographer writes, that he had t"Oth 
thefe fons, and a third named T^eiTalus^ by Ifodicef 
daughter to £uryptolemus the ion. of Megacles. 

'Hie Spartans contributed not a little to the promo* 
tion of Cimon, Being declared enemies to Themifto- 
cles, they much rather chafe to adhere to .Cimon, 
though but 3 young man at the head of aSairs in 
Athens, The Athenians too at firft faw this with 
pkafiu:^ becaufe they reaped great.advantages frpm 
the regard which the Spartans had for Cimon. Wheq 
' they began to take the lead ,among the allies, and were 
gaining the chief direftion of alt the;bufinefs of tjie 
league, it was no uneafinefs to them to fee the honour 
(iftd efteen> he.was held in. Endeed, Cifltoij was the 
U 3 rnaq 
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maA they ^cehcd upon kk tran&£tii^ that bufmefs, 
«n account of hit hmnane behaviour to the allies,.aitid 
ins jnt^eft vfith - the Lacedxmcnuans. But. whea 
they were become great and powerful, it gara them 
pain to fee Cimon ftill adoring the Spartans. -Fw 
be was always maj^nifpig- that people at theor ex< 
pence; and particularly, as StefunbrotHS tells us, 
when he had any ^It to find with them, he xifed to 
fay, *' The Lacedsmooians would not have donefo." 
On this account his countrymen began to envy and 
td hate hira. 

They had, however, a ftifl heavier complaint agsinit 
him, which took its rife as foflows. In thfe ■fourth 
year of the reign of Archidamiw the fon of -Zeuxkia. 
" inus, there happened (he greateft earthquake at 
Sparta that ever was heard of. 1 he groand ki many 
parts of Lacoma was -cleft aftmder } Mount Taygetua 
fejt the fhock, and its ridges were torn off ; the whole 
city was dtfmantled, escept five houfes. 'ITie young 
men and boys were cxercifing in the Pcrtko, and it 
Is faid that a little before the earthquafce a hare 
eroffed the place, oponwhich the yoimg men, naked 
and anointed as they were, ran out in fport after it. 
The building- fell upon the boys that remained, -and 
deftroycd them all together. Their monument is 
ftHl caHed, from that event, Sifinatia. 

Archidamus, amidft the prefent danger, perceivei 
another that Was Hkely to enfue; and as he Aw the 
people bufy in endeavouring to feve their moll: va- 
iuablc moveables, he ordwed the- trumpets to gire 
the ahrm, as if fome enemy were ready to fall upon 
Aem, that they might r^mr to Iwm immediately 
with their weapons in their hands. This ww At 
cah thing TnWch at that crffis feved Sparta, for the 
Helots flocked together on all fides from the 6dds 
to difpatch fuch as had elcaped the earthquake} but 
finding them armed and in good order, they re- 
turned to their' ViHages, and declared open war. At 

the 
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Ae fame time they perfnadcd fiamaof thdr Bcogfa* 
boars, amaag vtuun were the MefkoiutSi 1:9 join 
them againfl Sjnrta. 

Id tus great diftrefs the lacsAmnmrnms Sua F»m 
riclidas to Athens to b^ for fuocoura. 'Arifto^ 
ph^^ara *, in hji comic way, £iys, " Thece vaJ an ex- 
*^ trsbordinary coimaft between hia pole face and hia 
" red robe, as he fat ^ a fi^Itant at die altars, andi 
^ aJkad us for troops." Kphi^es-flcangly oppo&d, 
and proteiled agabift giving ioij affiAance to jre<f 
eft^difb a city wfaidi was rival to ihcir ovn, iniiAiiis 
that they ought ratba to fuffer the ptide nf Sparu 
to be trodden under foctf. Ciman, howcrer, ae 
Critias teUfi us, preferred the relief of Spxita to 
the enlargement of the Athenian power, and per* 
&iaded the people to march wkh a great army to its 
3|)d. Jon mentions the words which had the maA 
efie£t npos thtan : he defired them, it feoDs, *' not ta 
** fu^er Greece to be maimed, nor to d^pi'iv'C tUnir 
** own city of its cantpajiion." 

When he retained from afiflio^i die Laocdan^u 
sioas, lie marched -with his aimy Jdmugh Clodntb.' 
l.acbartus complaiaedin faigfa; usrmsdf^ras. bringinv 
in his trooiK 'wkbout permiinon fzora the citUieDB} 
** For," faid he, " when we knock a^another knodt^d 
** door, we do- not enter withoac.lestre ,frora' Ithe 
''* iiuft«r." ^ '* But you, Lachartot,^ anlwerdd 'Cm 
«a«a» '* did. not knock at , the gates of Gleone iadi 
" MegiaTa,but brokethsBLin pieoeG,iaiid forced y]<t>dc 
** way in, upcai.thja prlncipi^Lthat.mrthlng flujuid' 
*y be finit agaioA the fbong." With this boldnefs 
and proprietT too did be fpak-tD ttie Corinthian, and. 
then potrfued bis njarch. 

. Aner thia, the Spartans caUed in the Athenians: 
a &cood time againft the Mefleniant and Helots 
in Itfaomet. Boc when tfaey .armed,, they weia 
more afraid of their fpirit of enterprife than of the 

* LyCiiitat».l 1140. r ; i.:. 

\ Tia SpartaiuweR not flulLed In liegeg, 

U4. enemy, 
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enemy* ^and therdbre,' of all dieir. allies, fent only 
them bac^ j^pin, as perlbns (uipeOced of fome iiihch 
nourable defign. They returned fuH of refentment 
sffiotaie*, and now openly declared themfelyesagainft 
the.partifans of thd liicedsemcsiianB, and partieutarly 
againft Cimon. Iln con&quence of this, upon a flight 
pretence, they, 'bqmihed him for t£n years, which is 
the term theofbacifih ^tends to. 

In the .mssBz'time;, the ' Lacedaemonians, in their 
FeCutn &oaii an' expedition ii)^' which they had deliveri , 
^d'Belphifromthe Phiacians, encamped at Tanagra, 
The Athenians; came .to. giye them battle. On this 
eccaiibn,'.Cimcpn. apj^ared in anas, among thofe of 
Ub EHxn ttibe^ winch was that of C^neis, to. fight for- 
his fcruntryiagaiq(l-the. Lacedettnonians, When th^ 
council of. fi»e hundred heard of it, they were afrud 
t^atihiLieilemias. would raife a clamour ^ainfl: him, 
xs tf;'he-waB;cemeqnly to^thron things into co^fufion,' 
andito btia^ ^the Laf^deemonians into Athens, and 
therefore forbade the generals to receive him. Gimon, 
tQaBLth)£,^ retired,' aJKer he had jdefned . Emhippusf 
tH&iiAjidpHl-yfttam, and. the reft of his friend^,, v/ivcf 
wBrfiimcft cenfiirediae partifans. of Sparta, to . exert 
themfeiwes giariouflyagainft. the enemy, and by their 
b&bafrioiiTl to .wi]ie.<^/the afperfien, 
ii'iThde^'braTC!meD,l,ia number about a 'hundred"^ 
tcuJkhCtm'on's annoux'.(as 9.:facred.pl^dge) Mto the 
]bidft.of.;theii->lktle;^aiLd, formed. ithemlelves'iato a 
tiafe body; :and, fought, tiil they all fell with thfe 
^lieateft ^dour ima^n^lp.. . The Athenpnst regretted 
rfiera .eslcaedingly, and.j^pented of l4ie .mijim cen- 
liices they: had fixed iipon. them.^ /I'heir Wentment 
againft Cimon, too, foon abated, : partly frcKq the 
wmembrince'of his paft iervices; arid irattly ftom 
the difficidties -they lay under afthe prefent junfture. 
They ^ere l^eaten in the great battle fought at Ta- 

* The Athenians, i;i refentment of this affront, broke the alliance 
Sritfa Sparta, s(ndjoined in confederacy with' the Argives. 

■■''■-■ ■■■ Thucttb.I. i. 
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Qagro, and they expeded another arihy would cotne 
agaipft them from Peloponnefus the ne;ct fprjiw, 
Hfince it was that they recalled Cimon from banife. 
mest, and Pericles himself was the firft to propofe it. 
WitI) fq inuch candour were differences managed 
then, fo i^ioderate the refentments of men, and fo 
eafily jajd down, where the public good required it J 
Ambition itfelf, the flrongefl: of all paflions, yielded 
to the interells and neceflities of their country. 

Cimon foon after his return put an end- to tho . 
war, and reconciled the two (aties. After the peace 
was made, he faw the Athenians could not fit dowQ 
quietly, but Jlill wanted to be in motion, and to ag-. 
grandife themfelvesby new expeditions. To prevent 
their exciting farther troubles in Greece, and giving 
a handle for intefline wars, and heavy complaints of - 
the allies againit Athens, on account of their formi- 
dable Seets traverfing th^ feas about the illands and 
round Peloponnefus, he fitted out a fleet of two. 
hundred fail, to carry war again into Egypt and. 
Cyprps *, This he thought would iinfwer two inteih' 

dons; 



. * The hiftoiy of the firft eipeditton is this : while Cimon wm 
emjiloyed in his enterprilc againflCypmii, Inarus king of LJbya, 
Ijaving brought the grcateft part of Lower Egypt to revolt from 
Artaxfrxes, called in the Athenians to aliift him to complete his 
eonqneft. Hereupon the Atheniasa quitted Cyprus, and failed 
iflo Egypt. They made tbuafelves mafters of the Nile,- and, 
attacking ijeraphis, feiied two of the outworks, and attempted 
tlje third, called the wMle mi/l. But the expedition proved very 
tinfortunate. Artaxerj:eJ lent Megahj-ius with a powerful army" 
iato Egypt.' lie defeated the rebels and the Libyans their ajlbciates; 
drove the Greeks from Memphis, fhitt them up in the iJland of , 
Profopitia eighteen months, an4 at lall forced them to furrender. 
They almoft all periflied in that war, which lafted fix years. Inarus, 
in violation of Ihe public iaith, was crucified. 

I^e fecond expedition was rmdertaken a few years after, and 
Vas not more fuccefafuL The Athenians went againlt Cyprus with 
'wo hundred galleys. , While they were belSeging Citium there,. 
Amyrtasus the Saite a[^Ued to Ihem for fuccours in Egypt, and 
Cimon fenthim fii^y of hiE'galteys. Some fay he went with them 
^ifflfetf; others, thftt be continued befgrc Citiuin. But ngthing 
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tions ; it would accuHom the Athenians to eonfiifts' 
with the barbarians, and it would improre thew fob- 
ftance in an honourable manner, by bringing; the 
rich Ipoils of their natural enemies into Greece. 

When all was now ready, and the army on the 
point of embarking, Cinion had this dream. An 
angry bitch feemed to bay at him, and, fomethmg 
between barking and a human ycAce, to utter th^ 
words — ('onie on; J end nif) whelps with pieefkrc 
Jhail receive thee. Though the dream was hard to 
jnterprei, Aftyphilus the Pofidonian, a great diviner, 
amd friend of Cimon's, told hnn k figntfied his death. 
He argued thus : A dog is an enemy to (he man he 
barks at ; and no one can give his erwmy greater 
pleafure than by Ins death. The mixture of the 
voice pointed out that the enemy was a Mede, for 
the artnkS of the Mcdes are compofed of Greeks' 
and barbarians. After this dream, he had another 
Jij^n in facrificing to Bacchus. When the prteft had 
kiiUd the vidim, a fwarm of ants; took up nhe clot- 
ted biood by little and little, and laid h upon- CSmon's 
great toe. This they did for fome time without 
any one's taking notice of it : at lalt Cimon himfelf 
obferved it, and, at the fame inftant the foothfaycr 
came and ihowed him the hver without a head. 

The expedition, however, could not now be put 
off, and therefore he fet fail, lie fent fixiy oF his 
galleys againft E^pt, and with the reft rfiade for 
the Afiatic coaft, where he defeated the king's fleet, 
confiding of Phcenician and Cillctan Ihips, nude 
himfelf mailer of the cities in that circuit," aiid watch, 
ed his opportunity to. penetrate into Egypt. .Every 
thing was great in- the dsfigns he formed, Ho 

df mtiment was trafnftc^ed at this time to tfce pretwdice of thf Per- 
liins in Kgypi. However, in the' tenth year ot' Darius Nirthtis, 
Sunjn-.ras miied from (he feiw, and, being joined by all the Bgyv 
tianf , drove the Perfians out of the tiiriwdo», and became king of 
the wliole eowiiry, TiitrcTu, l.ii. Diod, Sic; I. li. 

■ , • thought 
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rfiought of nothing Ids than otemiming the whole 
Pej-fian empire ; and the rather bedaufe he was in- 
formed that Themiftoctes. was in ereai reputation and 
power TOth tie barbarians, and had proraifeS the 
Ring to take the condaci of the Grecxai war when- 
ever he entered upon it. Buf Thciniftocles, they 
ten us,, in defpair of managing it to any advantage, 
and of getting ths better of the good fortune WMi 
valoiir of Ciraon, fell by his own hand. 
_ Wheii Cimon had forined thcfe great projeOs, iw 
4 firft ftep towards them he caft anchor before Cy- 
prus. From thence he fent perfons in whom he 
Could confide, with a private queilion, to the oracle' 
of Jupiter Ammon ; for their errand was entirely 
unknown.' Nor did the deity rwum them any an- 
fwer, but immediately upon their arrival _ ordered 
them to return, •' feecaufe Cimon," faid he, " is 
" already with me." The meffengers, upon this, 
took the road to the fea ; and when thcT reached the 
Grecian camp, which Was then on the coafts of 
Egypt, they -found that Cimon was dead. They 
&en inquired what day he diedj and, comparing it 
with the time the oracle was delivered, they per- 
ceived that his departure was enigmatically pointed 
at in the exprelhon, " that he was already with the 
'* gods." 

According to moft authors, he died a natural 
death during the fiege of Citium '; but fome fay he 
died of a wound he received in an engagement with 
the barbarians. 

Hie lafl: advice he gave thofe about him was, to fail 
away immediately, and to conceal his dfeath. Ac- 
cordingly, before the enemy or their allies knew the 
real ftate of the cafe, they returned in fafety, , by the 
generaHhip of Cimon, exerdfed, as Phanodemus fays, 
thirty days after his death. 

After he was gone, there was not one Greciafi ge- 
neral who did any thing confiderable againft the bar- 
bviws.. The leading orators were litde better than 
■ ' ■ incen- 
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incendiaries, who fet the Greeks one againll another, 
»nd involved them in inteftine wars ; , nor was there 
any healing hand to interpofe. Thus the lung's af- 
fairs had time to recover thenjfelves, and inexpref- 
Cbie ruin was brought upon the powers of Greece. 
Long after this, indeed, Agefilaus carried his arms 
into AAa, and renewed the war a while againft the 
jung^s lieutenants en the coaft : but he was fo foon 
recalled by the feditions and tumults which btoke out 
afrefh in Greece, that he could do nothing extraor- 
dinary. The Perfian tax-gatherers were then left 
amidit the cities in alliance and friendOup with the 
Greeks; whereas, while Cimon had the command, 
not a fingle coUedor was feen, nor fo much as a 
horfeman appeared, within four hundred furlongs 
from the fearcoaft. 

; That his remains were brought. to Attica, his mo- 
nument there is a fufficient proof, for it ftill bears the 
title of Cimonia. Neverthelefs the people of Cltium. 
have a tomb of Cimon, which they hold in great 
veneration, as Nauficrates the orator ipforms us; 
the gods having ordered them in a, certain famine no^ 
to dlfregard his mimes, but to honour and worflup 
him as a fuperior being. Such was this Grecian 
general. 
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THE grandfather of Lucullus was a man of 
confular dignity ; Metellus furnamed Numi- 
dicus was his uncle by the mother's fide. His fa- 
ther was found guilty of embezzling the puWic mo- 
ney, and his mother CadUa had but an indifferent 
reputation for chaftity. As for Lucullus himfelf, 
while he was but a youth, before he folidted any 
public charge or attempted to . gain a fhare in the 
adpainiftration, he made his firll appearance in im- 
peaching Servilius the augur, who had been his fa- 
ther's accufer. As he had caught Servilius in fome 
a£t of injuflice in the execution of his ofHce, all the 
world commended the profecution, and talked of it 
as an indication of extraordinary fpirit. Indeed, 
where there was no injury to revenge, the Romans 
confidered the bufinefs of impeachments as a generous 
purfuit, and they chofe to have their young men fatten , 
upon criminals, like fo many well-bred hounds up9n 
thdr prey. 

Thecaufe was argued with fo much vehemence, 

that they came to blows; and feveral were woundefi 

Uid fome killed : in the end, however, Servilius w^s 

acquitted. 
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acquitted. But though LucuIIus loft his caufe, he 
had great command both of the Greek and Latin 
tongues ; infomuch that Sylla dedicated his Commen. 
taries to him, as a perfon who could reduce the afta 
and incidents to much better order, and compofe a 
-more agreeable hiftory of them than hiinfelf. For hiis 
eloquence was mot only occafional, or exerted when 
necefiity called for it, like that of other orators who 
beat about him in the Forum, 

As [ports the •vaulting tunntf in the main, 

but, when' they are out of it» 

Are dry, intlcgani^ and dead ■ 

He had applied himfelf to the fciences called liheral, 
and was deep in the ftudy of Iminanity from his youth ; 
and in his age he withdrew from public labours, of 
which he long had.a great Ihare, to repofe himfidfin 
the bofom of philofophy, and to eojoy the fpecula- 
tions 'flre fuggefted ;■ bidding a timely adieu to am- 
bition after his difference with Pompcy. To what 
■we have faid of his ingenuity and fltifi in laoguaget, 
the following ftory may be added. While he w^ 
' but a youth, as he was jefting one day with Hoi- 
tenfius the orator and Sifenna the hiJtorian, he un- 
dertook to write a Ihort hiftory of the iWarfi, askuat 
in Greek or Latin verfe, ' as the lot fhould fall. 
"Xhty took him at hh wor^j and, accocdsig to the 
lotj it was -to be -in Greek. That biftory.of faiiis 
ftill extant. 

- Atnong- the many proofs of his afiedton for his 
brother Marcus, the Romans fpeak moftof the firft. 
Iliough he was much plder than Mjtrcua, be vould 
not acctjit of anyoffice without him, but waited liis 
<ime. This waa fo agreeable to the p«opl«, that in 
liis abfcnce they creaKd him ac^ie -along with fiis 

broAcr.' 

Though 
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' 'ni(>ugh he wzs a fh-ipling at the time of the 
Marfian war, there appeared many inflances of hit 
courage and underftaiiding. But Sylla's attachmenC. 
CO him WHS principally owing to his conilancy and 
mildnefs. On this account he made uTe of his fer- 
vices from firft to laft in his mod important aSairs;. 
Amoi^ other things, he gave him the dire£tion of 
the mmt. It was he who coined moft of Syila's 
mOTiey in Peloponnefus during the Mithridatic war. 
From him it was called Lucullia j and if continued 
to be chiefly in ufe for the occafions of the army, for 
the goodneis of it made it pafs with eafe. 

Some time after this, Sylla engaged in the fiege o£ 
Athens ; and though he was victorious by land, the 
fuperiority of the enemy at fea ftraitened him for pro- 
viftons. For this reafon he difpatched Lucullus into 
Egypt and Libya, to procure him a fupply of Ihips. 
It was then the depth of winter ;. yet he fi:rupled not 
to fail with three fmall Greek brigantines iiad as many 
fmall Rhodian galleys, which were to meet Arong feas, 
and a number oF the enemy's, fhips that kept watch on 
all fides, becaufe their ftrength lay there, in fpite of 
this o^jofition he reached Crete, and brought it over 
to Sylla's intereft. 

From thence he pafied to Cyrene, where he deli- * 
vered the people from the tyrants and civil wars with 
which they had been harafled, and re-eftabliflied their 
conftitution. Jn this he availed himfelf of a faying of 
Plato» who, whKi he was dcfired to give them a body 
of laws, and to fettle their government upon rational 
ptinciples, gave them this oracular anfwer, '''it is 
" very difficult to give laws to fo profperous a peo- . 
" pie." In is£k., nothing is harder to govern than mapi 
when fortune fmiles, nor any thing more tradable 
than he, when calamity lays her hands upon him. 
Hence it was, that Lucullus found the Cyretiians fo 
pliant and fulwiifiiye to his regulations. 

BVomCyrene he failed to tgypt, but was attacked 
by pirates on his way, and loft moft of the veffels 

he 
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he had cdlie^ed. He hiiufelf efcaped^ 'and entd'ed 
the port of Alexandria in a magnificent manner^^ 
being condufted in by the whole Egyptian fleet fel 
off to the beft advantage, as it ufed to be when it 
attended the king in perfon^ Ptolemy *, who was 
but a youth, received him with all demonftrations of 
refpect, and even lodged and provided him a table 
in his own palace ; an honour which had not been 
granted before to any foreign commandef . Nor was 
the allowance for his expences the fame which others 
had, but four times as much. LucuUus, however, 
took no more than was abfohitcly necelTary, and re- ' 
fufed the king's prefents, though ht was offered no 
lefs than the value of eighty talents. It is faid^ he 
neither vifited Memphis, nor any other of the cele- 
brated wonders of Egypt ; thinking it rather the 
-hufinefa of a perfon who has timej and only travels 
for pleafure, than of him who had left his general 
engaged in a fiege, and encamped before the enemy's 
fortifications. 

Ptolemy refufed to enter into alliance with Sylla, 
for fear of bringing war i^on himfelf j but he gave 
Lucullus a convoy to efcort him to Cyprus, em- 
braced him at parting, and refpeftfully offered him 
a rich emerald fet in gold. Lucullus at firft declined 
it ; but, upon the king's ftiowing him his own picture 
engraved on it, he was afraid to refufe it, left he 
fliould be thought -to go away with hodile intentions, 
and in confequence have fome fatal fcheme formed 
againfl him at fea. 

In his return he collefted a number of (hips from 
the maritime towns, excepting thofe that had ^ven 
flielter and proteftion to pirates, and with this fleet he 



• Palmeriu^ takes this for Ptolemy Auletcs ; but Auletes wm not 
king till the year before Chrift fixty-five. It muft, therefore, have 
been Ptolemy Lathy rus. For Sylla concluded the peace wiUiMi- 
thridates in the year before Chrift eighly-two. 

paffed 
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jaSedavertoGjproM. Theie tie found diat the'enef 
my*s fliips lay in vait £or him under Came pcmt a£: 
land; and therefore he hid up hii fleet, and wrote to 
the citiea to provide him qoarcers and all.necdiaries, 
mt if he intended to pafs the winter there. . But aa 

~ foon aa the wind ferved, he immediately launched 
again, and jmiceeded on his voyage, lowering his fail* 
in the day-time, and hoiiUng them again when it grew 
4ark j by which ftratagem he got fafe to -Rhodes. 
There hegot<a frefli fiipply of fliips, and fisund means 
to perfuade the people of Cos and Cnides to quit 
MithridUes, and join him a^nft the Satnians. ' With 
his own forces- hevrove the kmg's troops out of Chios; 
took £ingohus the Colophonian tyrant prifbner, and 
let the people iiee. 

- At this' time Mithridates was forced to aban- 
don Pergamus, and had retired to Fitana. As 
Fimbm flint him up by land, he caft his cyei up- 
on the fea, and in defpair of iacing in die field 
that bold and Tiftorious officer, cohered his fUpg 
frc^n all quarters. Fimbria faw this, but was fen- 
fible of his want of naval ftrength, and therefor* 
lent to intreat LucuUus to come with his fleet, and 
affift him in taking a king who was the moft warlike 
and virulent enemy ,the Romans had. ** Let not lifi- 
** thridates," £ud he, " the glorious prize which has 

.-<« been fought in fo many labours and co^flitb, 
** efc^ie } as he is &ll^i into the hands of ' d)» 
** Romans, and is already in their net. When he 19 
** taken, who will have a greater ihare in the hwiour 
^ than he'vrfio flops his ^ght, and catches him as htf 
" goes ? If I fliut him up by land, and yon do the^ 
** -ume by fea, the palm will be alt our own. What 
''*■ value will Rome then fet upon the afttons of Sylltf 
" at Orchomenus and Chssronea, though now fcr 
*' much extolled ?** 

There was nothing abfurd in the propofal. Every 
body faw, that if LucuUus, who v/vt at no grcs^ 
diftance, had brought up his fleet, tnd blocked u^ 
' Vol. m, ■ X , tlw 
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the harbour, the war would have been at an' end, 
and they would all have beoi delivered from infinite 
calamities. But whether it was that he preicrred his 
fidelity as Sylla's lieutenant, to his own intereft and 
that of the public ; whether he abhorred fimbria as 
a villain whofe ambition had lately led him to mur- 
der his gerieiaJ and his friend j or whether by fome 
•verruling influence of fortune he referved Mithri- 
-dates for his own antagonifl, he abfolutely reje&ed 
the propofal. He fuffered him to get. out of the har- 
bour, and to laugh at Fimbria's land forces. 
' ' After this, Ke had the honour of beating the lung's 
Seet twice. The firft time was at Iieilum a promon- 
tory of Troas ; the fccond at Tenedos, where he faw 
Neoptolemus at anchor with a more confidcrable 
force; .Upon this, Lucullus advanced before the 
reft of his Ihips, in a Rhodian g^dley of iive banks 
of oars, commanded by Demagoras, a man very faith- 
ful to the Romans, and experienced in naval afiairs. 
Neoptolemus met him with great fury, and ordered 
the matter of his fliip to flrike againft diat of. Lu- 
cullus. But Demagoras fearing the wdght of the 
admiral's galley, and the Ibock of its brazen beak, 
thought it dangerous to meet him a-head. , He there- 
ibre tacked about, and received him a-ftem, in which 
place he received no great damage, bccaufe the ftroke 
was upoji the lower parts of the Ihip, which were un- 
der water. In the mean time the reft of his fleet 
coming up, Luculiu? ordered his own fliip to tack 
again, fell upon the enemy, and, after many gallant 
adions, put them to flight, and purfued Neoptolemus 
for fome time. 

: This done, he went to.meet Sylla, who was going 
to crofs the fea from the Cherfonefus. . Here he fe- 
cured his pafiage, and helped to transport his . army. 
When the peace.* was agreed upon, Mithridates failed 

* This pnce-wu cxmalnded in the year of Rome Gx hundred and 
£sty-Bine, eightjun before tfac death of S/Ua, 
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into the Euxine fea, and Sylh' laid a fine upoQ Afia of 
twenty ^houfand talents. LucuUas was commiflioned 
to colled the tax, and to com the money ; and it was 
Tome confoladon to the cities amidH: the fe'verity of 
Sylla, that LucuUus a&ed not only with the utm<^ 
jufUce, but with all the lenity that fo difficult and 
odious a charge would admit of. 

As the Mityleneans had openjy revohed, he wantod 
to bring ' them to acknowledge their fault, and pay 
a moderate fine for having joined Marius's party. 
But, led by thdr ill genius, they continued oblunate. 
Upon this, he went ag'ainil: them with his fleet, beat 
them in a great tattle, and fhut them up within their 
walls. Some days after he had begun the fiege, fae 
had recourfe to this llratagem : in open day he fet 
lail towards Elea, but returned privately at nieht, 
and lay-clofe near the city. The Mityleneans then 
lallyiiig out in. a bold and diforderly manner to pliin- 
der his camp, which they thought he had abandoned, 
he fell upcm them, took moll of them prifoners, and 
killed five hundred who Hood upon their defence. 
Here he got Gx. thoufand flaves, and an immenfe 
quantity ra other fpoiL 

He h;ul no hand in the various and unfpeakable 
evils which Sylla and Marius brought upon Italy : 
for by the favour of Providence he was engaged iit 
the affairs of Afia. Yet none of Sylla's friend* had 
greater intereft with birr. Sylla, as we hav/iaid, 
out. of particular r^rd, dedicated his Commen- 
taries to him ; and, paffing Pompey by, in his lafl 
will conftituted him guardian to his fon. - Tbds feems 
to have firft occafioned thofe differences, and that 
jealoufy which fubfifled between Pompey and Lu- 
cuUus; both young men- and full of ardour in the 
purfuit of gIo¥y. 

A little after the death of Sylla, Lucutlus was 

chofen conful along with Marcus Cotta, about the 

hundred and feventy-fixth olympiad. At this time 

many propofed to renew the war with Mithritktes, 

X a ■ ■ and 
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and Cotta faiinfelf fiud, ** the fire was not extinguilhe^' 
** it only lle|4 in embers." LucuUus, ther^ore, wu 

■ much concerned at having the Gifaipine Gaul allotted 
as his province, which promised him no opportunity 
tDdiAinguifh hnnfelf. But the honour Fompey had 
acquired in Spain, gave him moll trouble } becaufe 
that general's fuperior. reputation, he clearly few, af-j 
ter tb: Spahiih war was ended, would entitle him to 
the command againd Mithridates. Hoice. it . was, 
that when Pompey applied for money,' and informed 
the govemmoit, that if he was not fupplied, he muit 
leave Spun and Sertoiius, and bring his forces back 
to Italy, Lucullus readily exerted himfelf to procure 
the fupplies, and to prevent his returning upon any 
prete:tt whatcrer during his confulfliip. He knew 
that every meafure at home would be under Pom* 

' pey's dire^on, if he came withiuch an army. For, 
at thie very time, the tribune Cethcgus, .who had die 
lead, bccanfe be confulted nothing but the humoui 
of the people, wm at enmity with Lucullus, on ac- 
ooiint of bis. detiefting that tribune's life, polluted as 
it-«as with iniamous amours, infolence, and every 
fpecies 'of profligacy. Againfl: this man he declarw 
open war. Lucius Quintius, another tribune, wanted 
tD dnnul the d&s of bylla, and to diforder the whole' 
&ce of affairs, which was now tolerably competed. 
But Lucullus, by private reprefentations sad public 
Eemonftrances, "drew him from bis pnrpofe, and rO' 
ftrained his ambiiion. Thus, io the molt' polite and 
lalutary way imaginable, he defrayed the feeds of l 
very dangerous difeafe. 

About this dme news was brought of the death of 
Odavius governor of Cilicia. There were many 
competitors for that province, and they all paid thdr 
court to Cethegus as the perfon mod likely to procure 
it ibr'them. Lucullus fet no great value upon that 
government ; but, as it was near Cappadocia, he con- 
cluded, if he could obtain it, that the Romans would 
not think of employing any other general againit 
Mithridates. 
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■Mkhridates.' For this reafonhe exerted all hU art 
to fecure the province to himfelf. At lall he was ne- 
ceffitated, againft the bent of his dilpofition, to give 
in to a meafureWhich was- indired and ilUbeml, but 
very conducive to his purpofe. 

"tTjere was a woman then in Rome named Prsecia, 
femcd for beauty and enchanting wit, but in other 
refpecis no better than a common proftitute. By 
applying her intereft with thofe who frequented her 
houfe, and were fond of her company, lo fervc best 
friends in the adminiilration and in other affairs, ibe 
added to her other accomplifhments. the reputation 
of being a ufeful inend and a woman of buHnefs. 
This exalted her not a little. But when fhe had cap- 
tivated Cethegus, who waslhen in the height of his 
glory, and carried all before him in Ronie, the whole 
power fell into her hands. Nothing was done with> 
cm the favour of Ceth^us, nor by Cethegus, with- 
out the confent of Pra:cia. To her LucuUus ap« 
plied by prefents aiid the mbH infmuating compli- 
ments } nor could any thing have been more accept- 
able to a vain and pompous woman, than to fee IxT- 
felf fiattered and courted by fuch a man as Luculi 
his. The confequence was, that C^chegus immedi- 
ately efpouied his caufe and folicited for him the 
province of Cilifia. When he had gained this, ha 
had no farther need either of Prsecia or Cethegus. 
All came in to his intereft, and with one voice gave 
him the command of the Mithridatic war- He in* 
deed could not but be confidered as the fitteft perfoa 
for that charge, becaufe Pompey was engaged with 
Sertorius, and Metellus had given up his pretenfickna 
on account of his great age ; and thefe were the only 
pferfons who could ftand in competition for it wit^ 
LucuUus. However, his colleague, Cotta, by much 
application, prevailed upon the fenate, tQ fend hir^ 
nith a fleet to guard the Propoutis, and to prote^ 
j^thynia. 

X 3 LucuUus, 
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LucuUus, with a legion now levied in Italy, 
pafTed over into Afia, wnere he found the reft of the 
troops that were to compofe his army. Thefe had 
all been long entirely corrupted by luxury and ava- 
rice i and that part of them called Fimbrians was 
more intraflable tlian the reft, on account of their 
having been under no command. At the inftiga- 
tion of fimbria, they had killed Flaccus, .who waS 
conful and their general too, and had betrayed Fim- 
bria himfelf to Sylla ; and they were ftill mutinous 
and lawleft men, though in other rel|>efts brave, 
hardy, and experienced foldiers. Neyerthelefs Lu« 
cuUua, in a little time fubdued the feditious fpirit of 
thefe men, and correSed the faults of the reft j fo 
that now they firft found a real commander, wherea$ 
before they had been brought to ferve by indulgepce 
and every promife of pleamre. 

The .affiiirs of the enemy were In this polhire, 
Mithridates, like a fophiftical warrior, had formerly 
met the Romans in a vain and oftentatjous manner^ 
with forces that were fliowy and pompous indeed, 
but of little ufe. Ba^ed and difgraced in his at- 
tempt, he grew wifer, and therefore in this fecond 
war he provided troops that were capable of real 
fervice. "He retrenched that mixed multitude of 
nations, and thbfe bravados that were-iflUed from 
his camp in a barbarous variety of language, together 
with the rich arms adorned vrith gold and precious 
ftones, which he now confidered rather as the fpoils 
of die conqueror, than as adding any vigour to the 
men that wore them. Inftead of this, Jie armed 
them with fwords in the Roman fidhion, arid with large 
and heavy fliields j and his cavalry he provided with 
horfes rather well-trained than gaily accoutred. His 
infantry confifled of a hundred and twenty thoufand, 
and his cavalry of fixteen thoufand, befides armed cha- 
riots tp the number of a hundred. His navy was 
?lot equipped, as before, with gilded pavilions, baths 

and 
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and deHdoiis apartments for the womea, but with ah 
manner of weapons ofienfive and de^ienliye, and 
taoDiy to pay the troops. 

In this refpe^table form he invaded Bithynia, 
vhere the ckies received him Tvith pleafure ; and ncft 
only that country, by all ACia returned to its {<xmet 
diftempered inclinations, by reafon ofthe intolerable 
evils that the Roman ufurers and tax-gatherers had 
brought upon them. - Thefe LucoHus afterwards 
drove away, . like fo many harpies which robbed the 
poor inhabitants of their food.' At prefent he was 
fatisfied with rqjrimanding them, and bringing them 
to exercife their office with more moderation; by 
which means he kept the Afiatics irom revolting, 
when their inclination was almoft univerfally that way. 

.While LucuUus was employed in thefe matters, Cot' 
ta, thinking he had found his opportunity, prepared 
to give Mithrida^es batde. And as he had accounts 
from many hands,- that Lucullus was coming up, and 
was already encamped in Phrygia, he did every 
thing to expedite die engagement in order to prevent 
LucuUus from having any fhare in the triumph, 
which he believed was now all his own. He was de- 
feated, however, both by fea and land, with the lofs of 
listy Ihips and all their crews, as well as four thoufand 
land forces , after which he was fhut up in Chatce- 
don, and had no refource except in the afliftance of 
Luculius. Lucullus was advifed, notwithftanding, 
to take no notice of Colta, but to march forward 
into the kingdom of Mithridates which he would 
find in a defencelefs ftate. On this occaiion the foU 
diers were loudeft in their complaints. They repre- 
fented that Cotta had, by his. ralh counfels, not 
only ruined hihifelf and his own men, but done 
them too great prejudice ; fince, had it not been for 
his error, they might have conquered without lofs;. 
But Lucullus, in a fet fpeech upon this fubjed, told 
them, '* He had rather deUver one Roman out of 
'* the enemy's hand, than take all the enemy had." 
X 4' . An4 
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And trfaai Archelaue, who formerly lad ccnnnaaded 
Ae king's forces in Bccotia, but now was come over 
tb the Romans and fought for them, aficrted. Hut 
if Lucullut would but once make his ^peannce in 
Pbntos, all wouid immediately f^ before him, he £ud, 
** He wouldiiot aft in a more cowardly manner that 
**' hunters^ -nor pa& the wild bealts by, and go to 
-'^ their onpty dens."' He had no fooner uttered thcfe 
words, than he marched againft Mithridates with 
thirty thoufand foot, and two thou£uid five hundred 
horfe. 

When he got light of the enemy, he was aftopifhed 
at their numbers, and determined to avoid a battle 
and gtun time. Bat Marius*, a Roman officer, 
urtiom Sertorious had fent to Mithridates out of Spaiq 
widi fome troops, advanced to meet Lucnllut, and 
gave him the challenge. LuicuUus accepted it, and 
Stat his army in order of battle. The fignal wps juft 
tea&y to be given, when without any vifible altera« 
lion, there was a fudden explosion in the air, and i 
large luminous body was feen to fall between the 
two armies ; its form wts like that of a laive tun, 
and i^ colour that of molten filver. Both Mei 
wetie lb offered with the phesnomenon, -that they 
parted without linking a bk)W. This prodigy il 
&id to have happened in Phrygia, 7ft a |jace c^lccl 
Gtrpe. 

Ijicullus, concludii^- that no human - fi^>pBB* 
could be fuflictent to mamtain To manymyriada M 
Mithridates had, for any length of time, efpecially 
in prefence of an enemy, ord«:^ one of the prifori- 
«rs to be brought before him. The firft queftios 
he put to him -was, how many there were in his mels, 
:md the fecond what provifi(His he had left in hit tent. 
When he had tfair man's anfwer, he comn^anded him 
to withdraw ; and then examined a fecond and a 
Ihird in like m^ner. The next thing was to com- 
■.«'*-/ . ■ , . 

• Appian calls him Variiw. . ■ ' 

pare 
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fiare tlie quantity of provXon which Mithrldatw had 
laid in, with the pumber of foldiers he had to fup- 
port 5 by which he found thitt in three or four days 
they would be in want of bread-corn. This con- 
firmed him in his defign of gaining time ; and he 
caufed great plenty of provifions to be brought into 
bu own camp, that in' the naidft of abundance he 
might watch the enrany's diftrefs. 

Notwithftanding this, Mithridates formed a dcfi^ 
H^nft the Cyzicenians; who were beaten' in th^ late 
tattle near Chalcedon*, and had loft" three thoufand 
■men and ten ftiips. To deceive LucuHus, he de- 
cainped fooh after fupper, one dark tempeftuoas 
liight ; and marched with fo much Expedition, that 
at break of day he got before the town, and polled 
(liinfelf upon mount Adraftia t- As foon as Lucullus 
perceived he was gonfe, he followed his fteps ; md 
without filing unawares iipon the enemy in the ob- 
fcurity of the night, as he might eafily have done, he 
reached the place of his deftination, and fat doWft.at 
a village called Thraccia, the moft commodious fitua- 
tion imaginable for guarding the roads, and cutting 
pff the enemy's convoys. 

He was now fo fure of his aim, that he concealei| 
it np longer from his- men ; but when they had en- 
trenched themfefves, and returned from their labour, 
called them t<^ether, and told them with great tri- 
^wnph, " in a rew dayshe would gain them a viSory 
**- which thould not cofl one drop of blood." 
■ Mithridates had planted his troops in ten different 
pt^ls about the dty, and with his veffels blocked np 
(h^ frith Which parts it from the continent J, fo tb^ 

* Along with Cotti, 

f So called from a temiJ«in the city eonfecrated by^draftui 
fo the goddefs Ncmetia, wbo from theocc had the name of Adrallit. 

t Strabo iays, Cyziciia lies upon the Propontie, and is an iilan4 
joined to tht continent by two bridges ; near which ia a. 6ity of the , 
Ikme naracj with two harbouia capable oi containing two hundred 
HcfiWs. St»ab.1 Xii. . 
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h was invefted on all fides. The Cyzicenians were 
prepared to combat the greatefl difficulties, and to 
luffer the lall extremities in the Roman caufe j but 

'.they knew not where Lucallus was, and were much 
concerned that they could get no account of him. 
Though his camp wis vifible enough, the enemy had 
the art to iuipofe upon them. Pointing to the Ro- 
mans who we're polled on the Jieights, " l)o you fee 
" that army?" faidtheyj "thofe are the Armenians and 
*• Medes, whom Tigranes has fent as a reinforcement 
" to Mithridates." Surrounded with fuch an im- 
menfe number of enemies, as they thought, and hav- ■ 

, ing no iiope of relief but from the arrival of Lucul- 
luS] they were in the utmoft confternation. 

When Demonax, whom Archelaus found means to 
fend into the town •, broaght them news that Luculiw 

.^was arrived; at firft they could hardly believe it, ima- 
gining he came only with a feigned ftory, to encou- 
rage them to bear up in thdr prefent diftrefs. How- 
ever, the fame moment, a boy made his appearance 
who had been a prifcner among the enemy, and had 
juft made his dcape. Upon their aflting him where 
Lucullus was, he laughed, thinldng them only in jeftj 
but when he &w they were in earneft, he pointed with 
his finger to the Roman camp. This fufficiently re? 
vived uieir drooping fpirits. 

in the lake Pafcylitis, near Cyzicus, there were 
feflels pf a confiderable fize. LucuUus hauled up 
die largeft of them, put it upon a ;Ciirriage, and 
drew it down to the fea. Then he put on board it 
as many foldiers as it^ could contain, and ordered ihein 
to get into Cyzicus, which they eifeSed in the night. 
It feems, too, that Heaven, delighted with the va- 
lour of the Cyzi.cenians, fupfKirted them with feveral 
remarkable figns. The feaft of Proferpine was 
come, when they were to facrifice a black heifer 
to her; and as they had no living animal of that 

• By the afErtance of bladders he fwam into the town, " . 
- F1.OXU8, 1, iii- 

* kind, 
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iind, they made one of pafte", and were approaching' 
the alta* with it. *l"he viftim, bred for that purpofe^ 
paitured with the refl of their c3ttte on the other iide 
the frith. Dn that very day Ihe parttd from the 
herd, fwam aljme to the town, and psefented herfetf 
before the altar. The fame goddefs appeared to 
Ariftagoras, the public -fecretary, in. a dream, and: 
faid, " ' Co, and tell your fellow-ciiizens to take 
" courage, for I Ihall bring the African piper ag^nit 
*' the trumpeter of Pontusi" 

While the Cyzicenians were wphdering at this ora- 
cular expreilion,- in the morning a Urong wind blew, 
and the fea was in the utmoll agitation. The king's 
machines erefted againft the walls, the wonderful' 
work of Niconidus the Theffalian, by the noife and 
cracking firft announced what was to come. Then 
a fouth wind incredibly violent arofe, and in the Ihort 
fpace of an hour broke all the engines to pieces, and 
dellroyed the wooden tower whidi was an hundred 
pibits high. ' It is moreover related that Minerva 
was feen by many at Ilium in their ileep, all covered, 
with fweat, and with part of Iwr veil rent ; and that 
fhe faid, ihe was jull come from ailiHing the people of 
Cyzicus. Nay, they fhewed at Ilium a pillar which 
had an infcription to that purpofe. 

As long as Mithridates was deceived by his offi- 
cers, and kept in ignorance of the famine that pre- 
vailed in the camp, he lamented his mifcarriage in 
the fiege. But when he came to be fenfible of the 6X7 
tremity tp which his foldiers were reduced, and that 
they were forced even to eat human flefli t, all his am- 
bition 

• The Pythagorians, who thought it unlawful lo kill anj animal, 
feem to have been the firft among the Greeks who offered the iigure» 
of aiiimala in pafte, mynh, or fome other compofitiffn. The poorer 
fort of Egyptians are faid to have done the &me from another prin* 

+ There was fomethrnj; extremely improbable in this. Tt does not 
appear that Mithndates was fo totally blocked up by Lucullu9 at 
to reduce him to thii extremity; and even hud that been the cale, it 
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Ii^n and fpirtt of conteotitm died away. He found 
LttcifUns did not make war ia a theatriciil oit^nta* 
tioas manner, but aimed his blows at his very heart* 
and left nothing unattempted to deprive bin; of prp- 
irifions. He therefore fetzed his opportunity, while 
the Roman was attacking a certain, fort, to fend oS 
almon- all his cavairy and his beafts of borden, as 
vdi: as the lead ofefiit. part of bu in^uHry, into 
Bithynia. 

'When Lucullus was ^prifed ^ their departure, 
lie retired durii^ the night int6 his canp^ ifext 
moromg there was a violent ftorm ; nerertbelefs he 
b^an the purfuit with ten cohorts pf foot, beiidte his 
cavalry. All the way he was greatly incomnioded by 
die fnov, and the cold was fo piercing that ieveral 
of his foMiers funk tinder it, and were forced to Aop. 
With the reft he overtook the enemy at the nVfT 
Rbyndacas, and made fucb havoc among tiieiDs thatf 
the- women of Apolbnia came out to [dunder tbi^ 
convoys and to ftrip the Jlzin. 

The Hain, as may well be imagined, were very no* 
nerous, and Liicullus made fifteen thouiand priToners; 
beiides whidi, he took fix thoufand horfce and an 
infinite number of bealls of burthen. And he made 
it his bufmefs to lead them all by the enemy's camp. 

I cuinot help wondering at Saluftis faying, that 
this was the firft time tJiat the Romans faw a camd*. 
How could he think that thofe who formerly under 
Sdpio coni^uered Antioqhus, and lately defeated M* 

would exTtaiaHj bttve Ipecn more dkible to have ril^ued « battle, 
than tQ have fubmitled to the dreadful alternative here mentioned. 
But wherefore eat human fle<h, when afterwards ve are exprdsl^ 
told that they bad beal^B to fend away ? There is, to the heU of our 
knowledge and belief, as Httte foundation in hiftory for this praf&e, 
•s there is In nature. 

■ * Livy exprel^ly teUs.ua, there were camels in Antiocfaua'sanny. 
" Before the cavalry were placed the chariots armed with fcythMi 
•' aad caihels of that fpecies c^jed dromedariM," 

J^v. I XHvii. c. 40. 
cfaelaus 
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diehuK at Orchomenus and Chaeronea, ihould b« 
unacqtuunted with that animal F 

Mithridates now TefoJved upon a fpeedy flight ; 
and to amuTe Lucullus with employment in another 
quarter, he fent his admiral Ariftonicus to the Gre- 
cian fea. But juH as he was on the point of lailin^^^ ' 
he was betrayed to Lucullus, together with ten thoiK 
land {Heces of gold, which he took with him to cor- 
rupt fame part qf the Roman' forcetu After this, 
Mitbridates made his efcape by fea, and left his g^ 
nerals to get off with the army in the bed manner they ' 
could. LucuUos coming up- with 'tbem at the river 
Oranicus, kitted full twenty thott£ind, and made a 
proc%k)us number of prifoners. It is laid that: in 
this campaign the enemy ioit: near three huiubad 
tboufand men, redconing the fervaots of the amy atf 
well as foldlers. 

iLoo^iH ittunedtate^ entered Cyzicuin, where he 
was received with every telUmony of joy and relpe&.- 
After which, he .w£3it to the Hellefpont, to colled 
fliip« to make up a fieet. On this occaficn he tou(;hed 
at Troae, and flept there in the temple of Venus. 
The goddefs, he dreamt. Hood by turn, and addrefied 
bim as follows ^ 

Dqfi thou thaijleep, great monarch of the sxoihf 

Thejawns arc rujiling near thee, — 

Upon this he rofe, and, callkig his friends togethet 
while it was yet dark, related to them the vifioo. He 
had hardly made an end, when meiTengers arrived 
from Ilium with aA account that they had feen oS thi 
Orecian harbour* thirteen of the king';^ large gajleyi 
ftetiring towards Lemnos. He went .in purluit of 
them without lofmg a moment, took them, . and 
killed-their admiral Ifidorus. Wheft this was done, 
fae made all the fail he could alter l(bme others which 
wcrebefbre. Thefe lay at anchor by the ifland; and 

« FlutarcH tneuu Um barbour wbere tbc Gceciuis laodeil whea 
^tg were gOmg to the fiege of Troy. - 
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as foop as the officers pcrcmed his approach, they 
hauled the ftiips alhorp, and fighting froRi .the decks, 
galled the Romans exceedingly. The Romans had 
no chance" to furround theni ; nor could their galleys, 
which were kept by the waves in continual mouon, 
make any imprelOon upon thofe of the enemy which 
were on firm ground and flood immoveable. At laft 
having with much difficulty found, a landing-place, he 
put fome of his troops on ffiore, who taking them in 
the rear, killed a number of them, and forced 'the 
■ reft to cut their cables and Hand out to fea. .In the 
confufion the veffels daihed one agamft another, or 
fell upon tl^ beaks of thofe of Lucullus. , Tlie de-> 
ftruftion coniequently was great. Marios, the ge- 
neral -^t by Sertorius, was among theprifoners. He 
itad but one eye; and Lucullus, when he Brit fet tail, 
gave his men urift charge not to kill any perion.with 
one eye ; in order that he might be referved for a 
•death of greater torture and difgrace. 

After this, he haftene^^ to purfue Mithridates J^- 
felf, whom he hoped to find in Bythynia blocked up 
by Voconius. He had fent this officer before with a 
fleet to Nicomedia, to prevent the kjng*s.efcape. But 
Voconius had loitered in Samoihrace about getnng 
himfelf initiated in the myfteries* and celebrating fef- 
tivals. Mithridates in the mean time had got out, and 
was making great efforts to reach Pontus before Lu- 
iullus cbiildcome to Hop him. But a violent tem- 
peft overtook him, by which many of his veffels were 
daflied to pieces, and many funk. The whole Ihore 
was covered with the wreck which the fea threw up 
forfeveral days. As for the king himfelf, the ftiip in 
which he failed was fo large, that the pilots conld not 

, '. • Themyilariesof fiic'Cal'iiri. llie worihip of tRefe gods was 
probably' broughtfroni Phcenicia ; for 123 Cabir in the language 
of that eountry figriifieg powerful. They were reverent-ed at ihi 
moft treJnendout pf fuperior beingg ; the more fo, .beicaufc of the 
^myllerious and awful fdemniliea of their worlhip. Some have pre- 
'temfcdto givens account of tbeirliitQiet, though they were locked 
up in the profbundeft fecrecy. . ■ ■. ' 

make 
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make land with it amidft fuch a terribie agitadon of 
the waves, and it was by this time ready to founds 
with the water it had taken in. He therefore got into 
a fliallop belonging to fortie pirates, ^and truftinyhis 
^e to their hands, bey'ond all hope, was brought fa£; 
to Heraclea in Pontus, after having palled through 
the qioft unfpcakable dangers. * 

tn this war Lucullus behaved to the fetiate of 
Rome with an honeft pride, which had its fiicceb. 
They had decreed him three thoufand talents to en- 
able him to fit out a fleet. But he acquainted them, 
by letters that he had no need of the money, and 
boaft.ed that, without fo much expence and fuch' 
mighty preparations, he would drive Mithridates out of 
the fea with the fhips the allies would give him. And 
he performed his promife by the atfiftance of a fu- 
perior power. For the tempeft, which ruined the 
Pohtic fleet, is faid to have been raifed by the relent- 
ment of D^a of Priapus, for their plundering her 
t^ple and beating down her flatue. 

Lucullus was now advifed by many of his officers 
to let the war fleep a- while ; but, without regarding 
their opimon, he penetrated into the kingdom of 
Pontus, by way of Bithynia and Galatia. At firft he 
found provifions fo fcarce, that he was forced to hare 
thirty thoufand Gauls follow him with each a mea- 
iiire • of wheat upon his fhoulders. But as he pro- 
ceeded &rther in his march, and bore down all op- 
pofition, he came to fiach plenty, that an ox was fold 
for one drachma, and a Have for four. The reft of 
the booty waB fo Uttte regarded, that fomeleft it be* 
hind them, and others deltroyed it ; for, amidft fuch 
abundance, they could, not find a purchafef. Hav- 
ing, in the excurfions of their cavalry, laid wafte all 
the country as far as Themifcyrse and about the river 
Thermodoij, they complained that LiicuHus took alt 
the towns by capitulation, inftead of ftorm, and gave 
not up one to the foldiers for plunder. ** Now," 
• Medimnug. 

faid 
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fiiid they, " you leave Amifye 'a, rich iiid- flouJ-iftJay 
" city, which mighi;,be eafily taken, if ypu woald- 
** affault it vigorouily; and drag us ?fter ^fehridate* 
** ihto the.waftes of Tibareneand Chaldasa." 
■ LucuUu?, however, not thinking they wdul4 break 
put into that rage which aftenvards appeared, negled- 
ed their remonftraiices. He ,took more pains to excufe 
himfelf to thofe who blapied his flow prpgrefs, and Ki ' 
lofmg time in reducing towns and. villages of litthi 
confequence, white Mithridates 'was again gjtthering 

. power. " This is the very thing," faid he, *' that I- 
" want, and aim at in all my pperations, that fiEthi- 
" ridates may get ftrength, and coUeft .an array .re* 
*' fpe£t:able enough, to make him fland an eng^e^ 

. " ment, and not continue to fly before ua, . Do nut 
*' you fee what yaft and boundlefs defajts lie behind 
*' him? Is not Caucafus with all its immenfe train of 
** mountainfi at hand, fuifident ta hide him and num- 
•* berlefs other kings who want to avoid a \?aulei Ifc 
** is buta few days' journey from the country of the 
•* Cabiri* into Armenia, where Tigranes, kinjg of 
*^ kings, is featpd, furrourtded with that power wbicir 
•* has wrefted Afia from the Parthian^, .which carries 
** Grecian cplonies into Media, fubdues Syria and 
** PalelHne, cuts off the Seleucidse, and carries their 
" wives and daughters into captivity. This prince 18 
*' nearly allied to, Mithridates; he is his fon-in-law. 
" Do yo(i think hewill difregard him, when he cota» 
** as a fuppliant, and not take up arms in his caofe? 
•* Why will you then be in fuch hajle to drive Mith.- 
" ridates out of his dominions, and rifquc the bringinif 
" Tigranes.upon us, who has long wanted apretencefor 
*' it? And furely he cannot iind a morefpedous one* 
** thira that of fuccoiiring a father-m-law, and a king 

* Hence it appears, as v.t\l it from a paflage in Strabo, that 
there was a diftnft on the boidera of Phrygia called Cabin. In- 
deed the Wbrfhip of-ihofe gods had .prevailed in ftveral parts ot 
Ali3, and thwr are Ikppo&iJ to have had homage paid them v Rw* 
Bnder the title of DiviFotef. ^ - 

" reduced 
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*^ nAiieeA ta tatk ektrbme hefioffitf < Wlnt fOxd is 
*' ditfe thai for us to ripen tbic aSaiti and to teadi 
*' Mit£ridatet what he may not know« who tare the 
^' confedenttBS he is to fedc againft us t or to drive 
"* hini^ againil liis intiinadoa and his notioiu of 
« hmoUf, into the aMsof Tigrases } Is it not bettef 
** to give him time to make preparations and regain 
*^ Are^thinhis ovn territories, diatvemayhaVeta 
" meet the Cholchians^ the Tibarenians and Caf^M* 
» dodans^ whom we have often beaten^ tither thait 
^ the unknovn forces of the Medes and the Anac* 
" niansf" 

Agreeably to thcfe bntimeiUa LudiUus fpttst a great 
deal of time before Amifus, proceeding very flowly . 
in the ' fiege. After the winter vas pafled. he lett 
that charge to Murena^ and f^ ytc^'''" agauilt hii- 
f*"T^a*««^ vho was aiCaJQiped on the plams of the 
Cabiri, with a refolution to wait for the Ramans 
then. His army confifted of forty tliouiand foot and 
ficnir thouland borfe, vhich he had lately coQe£led i 
bad in thefe be placed the greatefl confidence. Nay, 
ke pafied the river LycuS, and gave the Romans tne 
duJlenge to meet him in the field. In confequence 
of this, the cavalry oigaged, and the Romans were 
put to the rout. Pompouus, a man of fome dicnity, 
was wounded and taken. Though much indifpofed 
^^ his ^rounds, he was broi^ht before Mithridates, , 
who aiked him, ** Whether, if he faved his Ii&, he 
** would become hk friend f" *'OncoaditiouyouwiU 
•* be rectmdled to the Rtmians," &id he, " I will : 
** but if not, I muft ronun your enemy." The king, 
jBtmdc with admiration at his p^otifm, did him no 
injury. 

Lucullus was BpprehenCve of ^rtber danger on the 
(daia, on account di die demy's fuperiorky in horfe, 
and yet he was toth to take to the mountuiu, whidi 
.were at a coafiderable diftance, as well as woody and 
^£cult of afcent. While he was in this perplexitjr, 
feme Qreebt hawcned to be tiksa, who had hid 

VoJt. ilL Y ^em- 

"L,;,-z__lv,C00g[c 



322 PLXJTARCH*B -UVES. 

themfelves in a- cave. Aitemidorusi the eldeft of 
them> undertook to condudl hiin to a poft -where hA 
might encamp in die utmoft fecunty, and where there 
ftood acafile which commanded the plain of the Ca-> 
bin. LucuUiis gave credit to his report, and began 
his march in the night, after be had caofed a numbet 
of fires to be lighted in his old camp. Having got 
&fety through the narrow pafles, he gained the heights, 
end in the mormng appeared above the enemy's heads', 
in a fituation where he might fight with advantage, 
when he chafe it, and might not be compelled to it, 
if he had a mind to fit ftill. 

At prefehtndtfaerLncuHiis norMithridateswas in- 
clined to rifque a battle ; but forae of the king's fol- 
diers h^pening to purfue a deer, a party of Romans 
went out to intercept them. This brought on a Qiarp 
fkirmiih, numbers continually coming up on each fide. 
At length the lung's troops had the advantage. 

The Romans, beholding from the camp the flight 
of their fellow-foldiers, were greatly difturbed, and 
ran to Lucultus, to intreat him to lead them out, and 
give the fignal for battle. But he, willing to fhev 
them of how much importance in all dangerous con- 
flids theprefence of an able general is, ordered them 
to fiand ftill ; and defcending into the plain himfelf, 
feized the foremofi: of the fugitives, and commanded 
them to fiice about. 'I'hey obeyed, and the reft rally- 
ing 'with them, they eafily put the enemy to flighl^ 
and purfued them to their entrenchments. Lucullu^i 
at his return, inflided on the fugitives the ufual pu- 
nifliment. He made them ftrip to their veils, take 
off their girdles, and then dig a trench twelve feet 
long ; the reft of the troops all the while ftanding and 
looking on. 

In the army of Mlthridates there was a Dardarian 
grandee named Olthacus. The Dardariaos are fbme 
of thofe barbarous people who live near the lake 
Mxotis. Olthacus was a man fit for every wariike 
attempt that required ftrength and courage* and in 
coimfel 
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feuhTei and babtriT^be inferioi- 16 hone. Befide 
thefe i6coni|rfifl»meiit8, he was afiable, eafy and agree- 
able , in thecpmmerce of the world. He was always 
involved in forrie difptite, or jealoiify kt leaftj of the 
other great nioi of his country^ who* like him^ aim-i 
fed at 5ie chief auth6rity in it : aiid to briiig Mlthri-' 
dates into, his intd-eft, he undettook the daring en- 
tcrpriz*-, of kilHng Liicullus; Mithridates commend* 
ed his deftgn, and publicly ^te him Tome affrtintSj 
to iffbrd him a pretence for refefltmehtt Olthacus 
laid hold on it, and tode off to LncuUus, who re- 
cdvfed him with plisafure; For his reputation was 
Well known in the camp ; abd, upon trials the Ro* 
man general fomid his prefence of mind and hU ad- 
drefs fo eitraordinafy, that he took hiinto his table and 
his- coiincil-boardt 

When the Dardarian thought he bad found his 
bpportunityj hetwdered his fervants to hare his horfe 
-i-eady without the cainpi It was nbw tnid-day, and 
the foldiers wete fitting in the fun or othferwife repof- 
ing'themfelves} when he went to the general's pavili- 
onj expefting that none would pretend to hinder the 
■ admilTion of a ni&ti Who was intimate With Liictillus, 
and whb faid he had bhfinefs of impottance to com'^ 
municate; And he had certainly entered, if ileep, 
irfiich has been the tuin of many other generals j , 
had not fkred Lucullus. Menedemusj one of his 
ehaniberlaiiis, was then in waiting, and he told Ol- 
thacus, ** this was not a proper time to fee Lucul- 
" lus, becaufe aftet long watching and fatigue, he 
" was now tiikiiig fome reft." Olthacus did not 
take this'denial, but faid, " I muft eiiter, whether 
*' you ^i!I of not, for I haVe great and neceffary bu- 
•* linefs tb lay before him." Menedemus, incenfed at 
his infolence, anfweted, *' Nothing is mote necef* 
" fary than theprefervation of Lucullus j" and thruft' 
him back with both hands. ' Ohhacus^ fearing hiti 
defign was dHcorered, withdrew privately from the. 
cbmp, took horfe, and retntned to Rfithridates with* 
y a oBt 
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put €^e£^ a«f lh^< "^ft* ^e crifo uf ipUt^ 
vipers, as w^U ^ ia tae^iai}^ either ivm or 4«* .. 
ftroy*- 

After thif i 3orii«(tiiu w^s £f«t oyt vitfa |t«n cohort* • 
to efccvt a aAvoy. Mithrid^tes dctachf4 !%aw>4 Hv^ 
cjip of his officers iian^e4 B^enwidsr. , A" «Pg?'gf' ' 
inent ^nftjed, ^d Uk i^arbarius were ro^t^.i^^ 
grfULt loft, An()th«r tinfc, Luc^ilus idifpatcJie4'ji^4f?T 
^ witb ? conjTMJrrable cctrps, to p^ote^ tbe (fir)^ 
filipjioye^ i^ coll«Qjflg forovi&uu ai»i fupF^yio^ tus . 
csi«np. Mitjirid^tas di^ p«t let them pais uano^cedt 
. ^ut fent Meiiunachus and JVIyroQ agiw^ Uwn* witji 
Z ftrong body of cavalry and juoctfher ef iaiiBXrf: J^ 

tbeif combaaots, cxc^ two, ^ Kpeo^iis put ^ 
tix fword. lilkluridates di^mbkd his lo&» pr<teivi- 
htg it was fmali, and entirely owing tp t^ - mjt 
CQVduS of tl^ co;f<ii93n4i{ig o^as. ^ut whiea A^i- 
>ip^&dby|]^icaiQpia£R^pofi)ff yith m9;ujfwm> 
-goitf loaded with proyifion; and rich ^^19 jbu.' 
train, the Idt^s ^irits begaR to dtooft ^d them^ft . 
diilreflinff terror ietl v^n his ^r^y. T^y dfibpntiiBp 
fdy t^cforf, to quit diat poit , 

lie aobKlity abwt th^ kk^ began 10 f^^d off tbor . 
baggage with alt the privacy tl|i^ could, but '¥opl4 
not fttSer others to do the larc^. Tile ibldiers find- 
ing themfelves jpftle^ ^ad thruft. back in the gati&- 
^^i^ays, were (o much pforcdi^ ^ th^ tre^f^Wt, 
that th^ turned v|ipP them, iell tp ph^d^igg ^ 
bi^S^e, wd lulled iev«x^ pf {hfin. porylao^a pm> 
pf the een^als, lol^ his lile for oothisg bu^ a. pu^pte 
kJm whi(^ he had on. Her^isBus, a prieftt W 
trodden under foot at the ^ate. l^idiiids^ Minj^ 
without ;my attendant or grt^ofntp ai&4 him, gpt pui 
ef the camp anudft the croTvd. Ctf all hi* rpyal 4"^ 
tlwe was nvt one horfeifft hiw ; t>ut at ia^A FtoJiany 
tbeeqnucb, iceing him earned along wit^ th^ tcvvfpt* 
^d hi^penuig to ;be oil hprCebvk, difm^untiad ^ 
g^ve him bis. The Roipan^ preSed hi^-d ofpn SiuD) 
a&4wdeed«aiaieupU0« «uiifsh to it^e I9ks» bin* 
. / He 



• ttJGtJiEit^. Its 

^vmiA h& afntoft in Siat hands ; btit iMr xva 
■rice ikved Km. The iwey, which had been ^riiied 

• ' riiTtitigh iramberlefs cOtmiSts and daAg^s, efc^ijedi 
flli(t the '^i&cprious iiticuHut was fobbed oi&e rewua 
of tes toik The htfrfe ^Uch the )ung rodi, vaiC 
dfAiofl ovettaKetr, when a ttinle loaded widi gohl 
eittie bttween him and hi« ^rurfuers, dther ^ry acdi 
dent, of by tfae king's contmance. The foldiert 
uhm^dlattJy began to riSc the bad, aild came to 

. htoWi abiHit die oomen»; which ^e Mittnidalea 
time to get off. Nor wa»' <fiis the only dtfddvantag^ 

. I.ucillhls exjieriened fronj tfidy.ivarice. Calliftratus, 
flie king's fftcretary, wa» taken, and the Roman geneJ 
fal had ordered huh to be brought before him ; bul 
thofe ^ho had the charge of it, perceiving he had £.ti 
fliQridred CfownS in hk girdle, *fpatched him for th«! 
mtiliey. Yet to fuch men as thefe he gave Bp thtf 
^rtdei' of the enetaj-'s tamp. 

-Afi* fids, he took Gabfri, and faifiy oUier fhcii 
of ftrength, in whidh.ht: fotmd AUch trtfiJure. Hd 

: JB&eitih found in- their priTons taasy Greeks, ^d 
fWind. of the long's Own relStiona, confined ; and, 
■. as they had long thought themfe^es in the moft dc- 
ftjerate circamftanccj, thft fiberiy u^hich' they gaineiS 
% .th6 fevour of liucnlliis, appeared to iliem net ftf 
fiiiich a' deUverance, as a fefutreftion and nisvr Ufe." 
€>ftc of the king's fiftera, named Ky^, very hap- 
faly fiar her, was of t'fie number. TRe other fitters 
tod wjres of AlitKridates, itHo ftemM' placed more 
itniote from dttiger, and at i diffance from war, all 

" perilhed nnfcntbfy : he ftrn the caAueh BiiCchides td 

■ Phernacia, irttfrorderftto'fee them put to death. 
Aihotig the reft, wire two of his flfters; Roxana^ 
and Stirtira, who were about the age of forty, jbhI 
ftill virgins ; and two of hn wires, both lonians,- 
Eferenice of Chios, and Moiume of Miletijs, The 
latt^ was much celebrated among the Gredcs. 
Though the king had tried every expedient tgr 
bring her to Uften to a lawlefs pamon, md made! 

T 3 her _ 
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her a pirfqit pf fiftc^ thoutand cyowrp.^t <mp ttmay 
ftie rejefted.all his folici^ations till he agreed to minV 
mge, fciVE her a di^em, aji4 declared her (jween. 
Before; t^ laft fad meffage, flip bad paffed her tiine 
yery .uiih^ppily, an^ lopfced with grief aiid indigna- 
tion -on that beauty, whjch inftcad of a hiiiband bad 
procured her ^imperious ipafler, and inftead of the . 
(io.meftic_<;o|nforts of marriage, a guard of.Jjarb^rians,. 
5?nHhed'far from ^feef:e, flie had loll thg real bleffi 
¥1^ of iifc, 4nd wheye fhg hope4 for happinefs," 
found nothing but, {I ^reani, . 

When B^cchide^ canie, and informed thofe priji*- 
cgffes they fpL\iQ..^i§f but that they were at liberty tq 
f hgofe ;the -deattj moll eafy and agreeable (O them, 
■ Jdonime fiiatchyig the diaderrj from her head, applied 
it tp-.^riieckj, that it might do the fatal office. But 
^ .jbti^Cj a(id . the prince[s fkid, ^' Q ciiried tandj 
" wouldfl: thou not, at leaft, ferve ip.^ op tjiis occa*. 
y./ioa/' ^jj'ljfp. Ijxtting upon it, flit threw it {iQati 
hef, aiyijbr^tfhed out her necls; to iRacchides, " ' 

Bereijie^^jSook ppifon, ^d, as her (Tjpthet;; vho 
\«a8 prg^^, hpgged a Ihafepf it,,,fl)e. gr^«^ her 
regueft.:^ Tljey bothdrai^ oif it}, and itsjforc? ope, 
^ed fufficiporiy upon the weaker body: but Ilere- 
%ic€,.ript Ijav^ng taken a proper quantity, was long 
a dyii^< Bacchides therefore ftrangled hyr, liox- 
afla^ one of ffee i^married i^ers. after liaving yente^ 
Xhe rnoft bijter rraprecatiofis ^na reproaches agayill 
Mithridates,, ^.k poifon. Statira, how;eyer, .died 
^pithtfut oDeunltiod, gr ungenerous, woid^ She rather' 
commenced h,er , brother, y^Hen h? rnuil have hi« 
anxietjfs a^put his own life, jFor npt forgetting (hemj 
but prpipdiiig th^t they might die free and undiflio- 
^ured. Thefe events were very, difagreeable to the 
native gopdnefs and htimanity of Luculiug. 
. He pontinued his purfuit of Mithridates as far as 
Talaura.; V'^ere having learnt that he was fled four 
^ays before into Armenia to Tigranes, he turned 
^ack, again. He fubdued, however, the Chaldaeans 

*. .■.---. ,^^ 
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and Titareniohs, and reduced the Left Annenia, 
with the towns and caftles. Then he fent Appius to 
Tigranes, to demand Mithridates ; and in the mean 
time returned to Amifus, which his troops were llili- . 
befiegiag. The length of the fiege was owing to 
CalLiinachus who commanded in the town, and was 
an able engineer, ikilled in wery art of attack and 
defence. By this he gave the Romans^much trouble, ' 
for which he fufier^ afterwards, laicullus availed 
liimfetf of a ibmagemj againfl which he had not 
guarded. He made a fiidden adauh at the time when 
Callimachos ufed to draw off his men for lefrdh* 
ment. Thus he made" himfetf mailer of^ fome part 

- of the wall'; upon which CalUmachus, either envy- 
ing the Romans the piunder of the place, or with ^ 
view to iacilitate his own efca^e, fet tire to the tova^ 
and quitted it. For no one paid any attention -to 
thoie who Aed by fea. The flames fpread .with-greaH 
rapidity around the' walls, and the foldiers prepared 
themfelves to pillage the houfes. Luciillusv in com- 

- mileration of a fine city thus fmking into ruin, en-< 
deavoiuvd to affifl it from without, and ord^ed his 
trtwps to extinguifh the lire. But they paid no re* 
gard to him $ they went on collecting the fppils, and 
claihing their arms i till he was forced to give up thq 
plunder to them, in hopes of favtng the city from 
the flames. It happened* however, quite otherwife. 
In. rummaging every comer, with torches in their 
hands, they £;t fire to many of the houfes then^elves. 
So that when Lucullus entered the town next morit> 
ing, he faid to hie friends, with tears in his eyes, *' I 
" have oft^ admired the good fortune of Sylla, but 
*' n^er fo much as I do this day.' He defired to fave 

- ** Athens, and fucceeded. I wiflied to imitate him on 
** this occafion ; but, inftead of that, the gods have 
** claffed me wjth Mummius *,'' 

Neverthelefs, he endeavoured to reftore the place, 
99 far as its unhappy circumftances would permit. 

• The deftroyer of Corinth, 

. Y 4 A fliower, 
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A'ihowBr, vbich providentially feU abbnt the tifai^ 
it vas taken, extinguiflied the fire, and i^ved manv 
oF the buildings ; vid) during tiia fbxf, h^ reboUt moJI 
of thc£c th^t vere deilroyed, Such- of the inhl^>>tf 

' taiit^ as had fled he recdved ^th ^sfure, and 3dde>| 
to them a diiui|;ht of ct^ur Orceks viho were wtUln^ 
to fettle therer At the Dune time, he gave tli^in a 
territory of > hundred pad twenty fiirlopgj. 

This- dty uma a colony pf Athenian?, planted hera 
9t a fane when thdr power wtf at the hdght, atul 
^ey were foaftn-s of thft ib^ fience it was, Aat 
Aofs who ^cd from the tyranny of Ariflaon^ reth^d 
to Amifus, and were »iqutted to the privilege oS 
citizens; jonunaiely enough g»ned ahroad whX 
they loft at home. The remand«r of dietn, Lnevdiu* 
sow clothed in an honourable manner, gave fsidi 
two hundred dractunas, and fent them hack intt} 
jheir pi^ country, Tyiannio, the fframmarian, w>| . 
<^ the plumber, Mtl^e'na begged ^m of LucuUm* 

. and a&erwards enfranchi&d him ; ^n wbkb h^: tSt*4 
BRgencFOuily by his fuperior officer's prefent;, Lm - 
culliis would not have been willing, that a jaan fa hm 
noured for his learning,- ifi^uld be ftriicoiifidel'ed: al 
3k flave, and then fet free, The reid liberty he 'tva? 
bom to, muft be taken awity, before he could hava 
this feeming freedom. But this was not the oi^ in* 
ftance, in which Murena afted with Ufs gaaigied&tf 

■ Aan became an officer qf his rank. 

Lucullus then turned towards the cidfes of Afla^ 
that he might bellow the time which was not et&: 
pibyed in war on the promotion of law and j^fMcet 
Thefe )iad long lofl: thfdr inflt^eiwe in thM pro^ 
Vince, which was- overwhdrnad voth unfpea^l^ 
misfortunes. It was d^fokued and enil^y«^ 8iy th^ 
fermers of thfe revenue, Mid hy ufufera. The poof 
inhabitants were forced to' fell the moft beautilul of 
dlfeir fons and ^ghters, the ornaments, and oQeritig^ 
kk theU' temp^es, their paintingsaad thelbtuei of thor 
gods. Tbc Uft refource wa^ to ferve their creditors 
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a ftaTCS. Th«T fiiffetings prior to tWi, *tfe moW 
creel and Infitpportt^Iet pHfims, racks, tortures, 
6xpa/Cmet to tfie bni^tg fuft in fumm«r, and in 
*inter'to the exttefiAtf of cold, amidft ice or sUrei 
^oiQvch tb»t ferrftHde feemed » hsq^y deEveirsiii^ , 
;0id a fcene of peace. LticuUus. finding the ddes ift 
fcch dreadfiii diftrefe, foonrcfquM tlie opprefled fiom 
^t their barthens, ' 

In the firft place^ he ordered the cre^tori not tv 
ftke :^Te. one in the hundred for 3 monfh^s i&* 
lerdi * ; ih the next place he aboKfhed all intereft that 
mceeded the principal : the third and moft import* 
■ ant regulation W39, that the creditor (hould not tak6 
.above 3 fourth part of th? debtor's income, \And tf 
anyone took Inter^ upon intereft, he ivaa to loJ« 
pSl, Bf ihefe meaxLS, in lefs than four years, a!I the 
d^ts were paid, and the eflates reftored itee' to tht( 
|irci^etor3, The public fine which Sylla had laid 
fipon ATm wu tv^nty thousand talents. It had beed 
paid twice ; and yet the tnercilefe colIe£ton, by ufarf 
■ponnfury, nowEfftiitghtit to a hundred and vtfttitf' 
ifeottfand taJenta. 

Thefe men, pretending they . had been tinjuftly 
treated, raifed ^ clamour in Rome againft LucuIIus^ 
jmd hired a number of popular Orators 10 fpeak 
againft him. They had, indeed, a confiderable in* 
tcTcR, becaufe manypetfons who had a fhaic m thtf 
jkdmitiiftration, were their debtors. LueuHuSj an thtf 
ether hand, was beloved not only by the nations Which 
had experienced his good offices ; but the hearts of 
the other provinces were his, and they longed for x 
governor who had made fuch numbers happy. 

Appius Clodius, who was fent ambaflador to Tk 
cranes by Luculliis, and who was his wife's brother^ 
at firft fell into the hands of guides that were fub< 
jjs€t& to MithridateS; Thefe men made him take an 
unneceifary circuit pf ip*iny days' journey in the 

* Thi« was the legal intereft among the Komans. Whence xn 
fnaf leant ^^ compuatin fcarfity of oopev in thoft timea- 

upper 
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Hl^ier cpuntrietf^ ^ut at lall an enfnmchiTed fervant 
9f'hle, » Syrian by nation, difcovered to him the 
impofitioD, and fiiewed him the right road. He then 
(>ade adieu to hi^ barbarian guides, ^lad in afew days 
pafled the Euphrates, .and reached Ai)tioch* of 

There he had ord^s to wut.for Tigranes,'who was 
then employed in reducing fome cipes of PhtEnjcia ; 
^j)d he ^und meao^ to ^ing orer to the Roman in- 
terefl, many princes whofuouiiti-^d to'the Armenlaa 
^t of pure neceflity. Apiong thefe was Zaiba^us, 
Jiing of Gordyene. A number of the cities too, 
which 1'igranep had conquered, privately fent depu» ■ 
ties to Clpdius ; and he proraifed them all the fuccour 
Lucujijus could give, but deiired they would make 
no immediate refiflance. The Armenian govern- 
Kient was, indeed, ah unfupportable burthen to the_ 
Greeks. Particularly, the king's pride, through' a 
Jong courfe of profperity, was become fo epormput,' 
that he thought whatever is great ai^d adnurahle lA 
■the eyes of the world, was not qply in his power, 
but even made for him. For, though his profpe£ls 
qC firft were fmall and contemptible, he had fubdued 
many nations, and humbled the Parthian power more 
than any .prince- before him. He had colonized Me- 
fopotamia with Greeks, whom he draughted in great 
numbers out of Cilicia and Gappadocia. He had 
drawn the AfWiVe f Arabians from their wandering 
way of life, and placed them nearer to Armenia, that 
he might avail himfelf of their mercantile abilities. 
He had many kings at his court in the capacity of 
fervants, and four in particular as mace fearers or 

• Among fevera! cities of tbat name this was the principal. It 
was called, however, by way of dillinclion, the Antioch of Daphne, 
Daphne was a , beautiful village, about forty furlongs from it, coa- 
fecrated to the nymph of that name, and adorned with groves of a 
large extent, feverai of them probaitty of laurel ; in the midft of 
which flood the temple of Apollo and Diana. ITie grove and tem- 
ple were a fanftuary. ' 

f Probably fo called from their living in tcnta. 

footmen, 
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IxAmfn, who, ivhenevor he rode on hotfc^ack, ran ' 
t)i^re.hjjn in ihprt jerkins { and, when he ^t to giiv 
ifudience, ftood by with their hsoids clafped together } ^ 
nhich lait circumflance feems a mark of the loweft 
ilayery* a' token that .they had not only reiigned their 
liberty,; but that they were. prei^ed rather to fuffer . 
thao to z&',. 

^pius, not in the lead difconcerted at all this 
pomp, plaJ^y fet forth his commilfion, at his iirfl: 
avtdjepce, " That he was come to demand Mithridales, 
*' whom X^iicpllus claimed for his triumph ; other-r 
** 'wifr he muft declare war againftTigranes." What- 
ever efforts that prince made to receive the meflage 
nithran eafy countenance. and a kind of fmile, it wa$' 
vifible to ^1 that he was affefled with the young 
inan'^ bold addrefs. This was, indeed, the lirft free 
fpfi^cii he b^d heard for hve-ahd-twenty years ; for 
fo lopg he had been a king, or rather a tyrant. 
JipyieveTf the anfwer he gave Appiua was, " ThaE 
f' he wpuld not deliver up Mithridates, and if the' 
f* . Romam began the war, he was able to defend 
f^ hjmfelf.'' He was difpleafed with Lucullus for 
. giving him, jn his letter, barely the title of king, 
■ janj not that of king of kings ; and therefore .in ms 
anfwer he would not addrefs him as Imperator*. 
7bis did not hinder him from fending magnihcenc 
prefents to Appius ; and, '^hen he found he did not 
^ccept thfm, he fent more. At lafl:, Appius, that 
he might not feem to rejed them out of any parti- 
cular pique, took a cup, and fent back all the reft. 
Then he returned with the utmoft expedition to his 
general. 

Before this* Tigranes had not deigned to admit 
J^Iithridates into his prefence, nor to fpeat to a 
prince who was fo nearly allied to him, and who had 
Jjitply loH fo great a kingdom. He had fent him in a 

* The Englifli woirf general b rot entirely equivalent to the 
Greek BUToii{»Taf or the iLatin impcralor, which was afterwards the 
title of the eing?iOT. ■ 

coni, 
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eontoi^ptadus raanfteT td r«niot6 niftf^es and i 
ficklj air, where he Wu kept like & pf Ifdnsf. But 
now he called him (o cou^ vkh gr^t nurlu of 
honmlr and regarcL la a ptifate conferttfti^ &ey ax<- 
ealpMed theml'^Wss at the ex|^6 c^ th^ iiimdAt 
Metrbdaros the Scepfian was 'of the nUiAb^ i SA 
able fpcaker^ and a man of extenfive eruditidA,- Whd 
had been in fach high fiavoui', thtit he «itE ilyltid the; 
- king's iather. It feems, nvhtftl he Wettt-athbafiaddt 
from MithridateB to the ArinCTiiaii eovti, t& beg ^ 
Jiftance againlf the Romans, Tigrafiea falti» " yvhit 
*^ would you, MetrodoTus, advife (he t& irt this 
" cafe i" whether it «as that he h»d the ifttn=eft of 
Tigranes in Tiew, or whethethe wanted to fefe Mi* 
tbridates abfoiutely ruined, he airfwdredj " Ai afl . 
** ambaHador, I Inould eKhoit you to It; bat^ M 
** your counfellor, I (hotild advMe yoa againft H*" 
Tigranes difcOvered this to MtthrMattife, Atit teASgifr* 
ing he tvouid refent it in the msnn«r he d^ TIM 
'^i&ottUnflie prince, immediately put Mdti^ftiM t6 
death ) and Tigranes gre»tly r^p^ied tlw ti&p isi 
had taken, though he wap not sbfolutery lite dMifS 
pf that miiiifter'a deith, but oiUy added ftin#s ta ^m 
hatred MithridateB had long entertained for hitfli 
'iliis appeared when his private memorandums -wtti 
■ taken, in which Metrodoro! tras found a,moJlg diof« 
marked oBt for the axe. Tigranes buried him ho^ 
Vourably, and fpared no expence in hts hxt^fiAf 
though be had been the caiife of his death. 

Amphierata, the orator, likewife died at thit 
court, if we may be allowed to record his Vi-vae iiM* 
the fake of Athens. He is faid to have been b;aiiih* 
«d his couittry and to have retired to SeWuda upoa 
the Tigris, where the inhabirants defired him to open 
:i fchoo) of rhetoric, but he ^nfwered in the ^mtt • 
contemptuous manner, and with sll the vanity (if 4 
fophift," That a plate could not contain a dolphin." 
from thence he went to the court of Cleo{^tra, the 
daughter of .Mithridates, and wife of Tignmes, 
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wiure ke took made tixaSM fa obaoxioug, th|tt Im 
was forbidden sll intsrcourfe with the' Greeks ; iumm 
ivhich be fiarved hiittldf to deatb. Cleopatra be> 
fiowcd upon kim too a tiui^&ceat fonoal, 'aad hit 
tomb is near a place. cal[«d S^ha. 

lAtcuUus, hwing' eftabUflted peacd and good lam 
In Alia, <lid sot ncglsft «rbat might be conducive to 
•l^iace and pUafure ; but, during his ftay at {^he- 
.&S, «ntcrtfined the Grecian dties with lliowe, tritim- 
pbal foafts, and friala of*fkill between wrefttai and 
^adiatOTs. ■ The cities, in retum, inftituted a feaft 
to lus honour, which they called LucuHia $ and th« 
feal affedion diat iafpired them with the thought, 
. vas aore agreeable tluui th* honour kfelf. 

When Appius was returned, and had aeiiu^nted 
Bin that it was neceSary to go to war with Hgranes, 
1m went ba^ to Fontus, and pyt hitn^f at die beo^ 
«f his troops. His firft operation was to lay ftege to 
Sinope, or rather to ^ eofps <A C^Uciaw who ka4 
dirown thenifelves into the town on the part of M^- 
diridates. Tbefe, upon the approach of Luctttius, 
put a Kreat number of the inhabitants to 4w fword, ' 
' -and alter fetting 6re to the place, endeavoured to 
efc^Mia the night. But Lucullus (Covering iSmm 
mteation, entered tbe town, and having lulled eight 
thou&nd of them who were left behind, reflored thor 
C&fts to the old inhabitants, and exerted hiaAlf 
greatly in giving die city fr<Mn &e Sunes. His p»- ' 
ecular inducement was the fblloiraig dream. Hb 
dreamed that a pccfon ftood by tarn, and faid, ** Go 
^ forward, Lucullus ; ion Autolycus is coming ta 
^ meet you." When he awaked, he could form no 
conjefture about tJie iigaifiGadoa of the dreank 
Hovercr, be took the city the &Kne day, and,-ia 
purfuing the Cilicians to thdr ihips, he faw a ftatue ' 
fying oa die fliQi£, which they had not been able to 
. get (« board. The w<H-k was one of t^e mafter-pi^ces 
of SUienis ; apd be was told that' it was the fbtue of 
Astplycus* t£ft founder of Smypt, This Autolycus 

is 
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IS faid to .have beA the.fQfa of Domachiic, inA oM 
of thtrfe. Theffaiians who aiEfted Hercuks in tiiC wtf 
a^aft the Amazons *. In his vo^ge baokj aloilg^ 
with Dfimoleon and Fhlogius^ Ms ihip ftruck on a 
lock of the Cherfonefus called Pedalion, and lie loft 
it. He and his friends, however, faved their lives 
and their arms, and ttent to Sinope^ which -the^' 
took from the Syrians* The Syrians, who theo held. 
it, we are told, were fo called, becaufe they were the 
defeendMits of -Syrus the ft>n of Apollo and Sinope 
Ae daughter of Afopus* When LucuUus heard this, 
he reccdiefted the obfervation of Sylla in hii Com- 
■ mentaries, " That nothing -more deferves our b^ef 
' *' and attention than what is figniiied to us in 
** dreams." 

After, news was brought that Mithridates and liJ 
panes were on the point of entering Lycaonia and 
CUUcia with all their forces, in order to feize Afia 
before him, he could not help thinking it {trange, 
that the Armenian did not make ufe of Mithridates 
when in his. glory, nor join the armies of Pontua 
while they were in their full ftrength jbut fuffered 
them to be broken and deftroyed ; and now at laft 
with cold hopes of fucceft began the war, or rather 
threw himfeLf down headlong with, thofe who could 
fiand no longer. 

Amidft theife tranfa^Hons, Machares the fon of 
lUithridates, who was maflier of the Bofphorus, (eOt 
Lucullus a coronet of gold of a thoufand crowns 
iralue, and begged to be numbeiled -among the friends 
and allies of Rome. Lucullus, now concluding that 
the firft war wasiiniftied, left Sornalius;- with a eorpJ 
of fix thoufand men, to fettle the afiairs of that pro* 
lince; and with twelve thoufand foot and lefs Uian 

• Strabo lells us, Autolycuswas one of the ArgonautSr'whOi a^*' 
bis TOyage to Colchis, fettled at Sinope, and had divine hoBWfi 
paid bim after hb death. 
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. three:ihcmCind boHe, marched to meet another w&n 
Ic feemed amaziag temerity to go with a. handful of 
men againft fo many warlike nations, fo many my* 
riads oF cavalry, and fuch a vaft country, intericited 
with deep rivers, and barricaded with mountains k>t 
ever covered with fnow. Of conrfe his foJdiers, who 
were not otherwife under die beft difcipline, now 
followed with great reludattce, and were ready to 
mutiny. On the other hand, the popular orators 
clamoured ag^ft him in Rome, reprefenting that he 
levied war aSer war; not that the public utility re- 
quired it, but that he might always keep the com- 
mand and comihue in arms^ and that he might accn- 
mulate riches at- the rifque of the commonwealdi. 
Thefe at lafl'fucceeded in tfadr defign, which was to 
recal Lucullus. 

At prefent hereachedtheEuphrates by long marches. 
He found it fwoln and overflowing, by re^on of the 
late rains, and was apprehenfive he Jhould find niuch 
delay and difficulty in colle&ing boats and making a 
bridge of them. But in the evening the £ood began 
toToblide, and leflened in Aich a manner in the nighty 
that nest morning the river appeared much within 
its channel. The people of the country feeing little 
iilands in its bed, which had feldom been viable, and 
the Itream breaking gently about them, confidered 
Lucullus as fomethmg more than mortal. For they 
&w the great river put on a mild and obliging air to 
|um, and a£Fbrd him a quick and eafy paflage. 

He availed himfelf of the opportunity, and pafled 
it with his army. An aufpicious omen appeared im- 
mediately after. A number of heifers, facred to 
the Perfian Diana, the goddefs whom the inbatntimtt 
of thofe parts particularly wor^p, paflured on the 

■ other fide. Thefe heifers are ufed only in the way of 

&criflce ; at other times they range at large, marked 

with the figure of a torch, as a token of thdr deflg- 

nati<m ; and it is difficult to take them whenih^ are 

wanted. 
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mmted. Bet wm due mttf M tto iooaer ««fe} 
tbe rirer» thun one of thrra went luid ftowi hj » tock 
irtuch it deemed &cred to tbs goddf&* and bugka 
down bcr head iathesuiiBierfu thof^thatuebotiM) 
tSaed herfelf to LucuUiu ai a rifliin* He facriliccd 
. tUb a bull to tbs Euphrates, on account <^ his fab 

■ He iUyed there that whole dky to refrefii h« iwyi 
The nesi tUy he marched through Sopfeene, without 
doing the lew injury to thoDt iHio fabouttsd, and re* 
^ved his troops in a proper manner* Nay, vhen 
ta» men w^ted to iiop^ and take a fort that tna iof 
pofed to be fuU of treafure* be pointed to mount . 
TauiBt vtach ^)pe«ed at a dillaifcce, and bid, 
^ Yonder is the fort you are to take; ufortbde 
** things, they will of courfe belong to the coat 
** ^ueror.'' Thra pullung his olarch, be cro&ddie 
TUffia, and ent«-ed AroKnia. 

Jit Hgranes ordered the firft man who brought 
Km » account of ^ ttoamy's arrival, to hit bit 
had fee his reward, ao one afovwarda prcfumed u 
mcndon it. He remained in ignorance i^oaA the 
^iioflile fire already touched him ; and with puafme 
heard his flatteren fay, " Lucullus would be a great 
*^ general, if he waited £or Tigraoes at Ephefus, and 
'^ did not quit Afia at ibo fight of hi» vaft armio." 
Thus it is not every man that can bear much vine, 
Bot can an ordinary mind bear great pno^ieiity with' 
out ftaggering. The fir ft of bit £nsnda lAo veotured 
fet tdl him 3ie truth, was Iffithrdbarzanei ; and he 
was iHiCtU rewarded for the liberty he had taken* He 
«aa £eBt againil Luculhis with three thouf^ horie 
tBii a more refpe£talHe body of foot, with Mdcrs to 
take die Roman genesal alive, but to tread dte reft 
ttttder Us feet. 

Part t^ the Komsn fiirees ware pttshing thor 
«Btf, and tfae iieft. vetc uqfeon the aanih wh^ thdr 
foontn taaadht faitrrtigfnre tkac tfas biiiwriyit viv 

at 
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'Hl hand. He had, therefore, his aiprdienfioas, that 
if they attacked him before his troops were all aflem- 
hled and formed, they might be .put in diforder. 
The meafure he took was to ftay aoid entrench him- 
fislf : mean time he feat his lieutenant Sextiljus with 
fizteen hundred horfe, and not many more infantry,! 
including both the light and the haavy-armed, with- 
orders, wheii be ^>proached the enemy, to {top and 
amufe them, till he fliould be informed that the en* 
trenchments were finiflied. 

Sextiliui wat willing to obey his orders, but Mi- 
throbarzanes came upon him fo boldly, that he was 
forced to light. Mithrobarzanes braved with gre»t 
tffavery, but fell in the action. Then his troops took 
to flight, and were moH of them cut in pieces. 

After this, Tigranes left Tigranocerta, the great 
dty which he had built, and retired to aumnt Tau- 
rus, where he intended to coUe& all his forces. Bu(, 
Lucuilus, not giving him much time for ^epara* 
tion, fent Murena to harafs and cut off the parties 6a' 
one fide, as fait as they came up ; on the other iide« 
Sextilius advanced againft a large corps of Arabians, 
whiEh was going to join the king. SextiUus cune 
upon the AraHans as they were encamping, and kill*, 
ed the greateft part of them. Murena following the 
fieps of Tigranes, took his opportunity to attack 
him, as be was leading a great army along a rugged 
aod narrow defile. The kmg bimfeU' iled, abandon- 
ing all- his baggage. Many of the Armenians werq 
puc tx> the fword, and greater numbers made pri- 
foners. 

Lucuilus, after this fuccefe, marched againlt Ti- 
granocerta, and invefied it with his army. Therd 
were in that city many Greeks who had been tranf- 
planted out of Cicilia, and many barbarians whofe 
fortunes had been no better than that of the Greeks, 
Adiabenians, Aflyrians, Gordyenians, and Cappado- 
cians, whofe cities Tigranes had demolifhed, and then 
removed the inhabitants, and compelled them to 

Vol. m. Z fettle 
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fettle in that he bad built. The place was full of 
treafure and rich ornaments ; every private perftMi, 
as well as grandee, to make their court to the king, 
ftriving which Oiould contribute moft to its etnbel- 
lifliment. For this reafon Lucutlus carried <m the 
liege with great vigour, in the opinion that Tigrane* 
' would, contrary to his better judgment, be provoked 
to give him battle. And he was not miftaken. Mi- 
thridates, by meSengers and letters, diiTuaded the 
king -much from hazarding a battle, and advifed hinx 
only to cut off the Roman convoys with his cavalry. 
Taxiles too, who came on the part of Mithridates 
to co-operate with Tigranes, intreated him to avoid 
meeting the Roman arms, which he affured him were 
invincible. 

At firft the king heard him with patience. But 
when the Armenians and Gordyenians arrived with- 
all their forces; when ike kings of the Mede& and 
Adiabenians had brought in their armies; when num- 
bers of Arabians came irom the coafts of the Baby- 
Ionian fea *, Albanians from the Cafpian, and Ibe- 
rians from the neighbourhood of the Albanians ; 
befide a confiderable body gained by prefents and 
.perfuafion, from thofe nations about the Araxes that 
Kve without regal government : then nothing wap^ 
expreifed at the king's table or council-board, bi^ 
fanguine hopes and barbarian menaces. Taxiles was. 
in danger of his life for attempting to oppofe the refo-. 
tution to give battle, and Mithridates himfelf was ac- 
cufed of envying the glorious fuccefs that would 
attend his fon-in-law. 

Tigranes, therefore, would not wait for him, left he 
fhould (hare with him the honour of the viftory; but 
advanced immediately with all his- forces ^ and is fjiid 
K> have expreffed to his friends fome uneafinefs,^ " that 
'* he Ifaould have to do only with Lucollus, and not try 
** his ftrength at once.with all the generals pf Rome.** 
Indeed j thefe boafts of the king do not ^>pear en* 

• The Periian gtlph. 
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titely frantic and deftkute of reafon, while he was 
furreyiflg fo m^ny nations and princes under his 
ftandard, fuch aftonifhing numbers of heavy-rarmed 
infantry, and fo many myriads of cavalry. He had 
twenty thoufand archers and dingers, and fifty-five- 
thouland horfe, of which feventeen thoufand were 
clad in fteel, according,to the account LucuUus fent 
the fenate. His infantry, divided into companies and' 
battalions, conlifled of a hundred and fifty thou^d 
men; and there were thirty-five thouland pioneers 
and other labourers to make good the roads, to pre*- 
pare bridges^ to cleanfe the courfe of rivers, to provide 
wood, and to anfwer all the occafions of the army. 
Thefe were drawn up behind, to give it a greater ap- 
pearance of ftrength and numbers. 

When he had pafied mount Taunis, and fpread his 
troops upon the plain, he could fee the Roman army 
befieging Tigranocerta. The mixed multitude of 
barbarians- in the dty likewife faw him, and in a 
menacing manner pointed to their king's armies from 
the walls. 

Lucullus, before the battle, held a council of war. 
Some advifed blm to quit the fiege, and meet Ti- 
granes with all his forces ; others were of opinionj 
that he Ihould continue the fiege, and not leave fo 
many enemies behind him. He told them, that net- 
ther feparately gave good counfel, but both twether 
did. He therefore divided his forces, and left Mu- 
rena, before the place with fix thoufand men ; while 
he with the reft of the infantry, confifting of twenty- 
four cohorts, which contained not more than ten 
thoufand combatants, with all his cavalry, and about 
a thoufand llingers and archers, marched agunft 
Tigranes. 

He encamped on a large plain with a river before 
him ; where his army appearing no more than a hand- 
ful, afforded much matter of mirth to the flatterers 
of the king. Some ridiculed the diminutive appear- 
ance; others, by way of jeft, call lots for the fpoil. 
Z 3 - And 
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And there was not one of the gen^als sad priiKea, 
who did not come and defire to be employed aloae 
upon thit forice, while Tigranet needed oaly to fit 
ftul and look on. The king too, thinkii^ he tauft 
ftew hivafclf facetious on the occaTion, made ufe of 
tJlKt celebrated ezprelEon, -" That if they came as 
** ambaUTadors, there were too maay of them ; if as; 
•*• foldiers, too few," Thus they paffed the firft day 
10 raillery. 

Next morning at bre;dc of day Lucullus drev out 
liis army. The camp of the barbarians wis oa ths 
call fide of the rivo-. But the river, where it is mt^ 
fordable, makes a beod to the wdl. As LucuUus 
marched haftily down to that quarter, Tignmei 
thought he -was retreating. Upon this, he caUed to 
Taxiles, and laid vith a fcorniul fmile, " Seeft tbou 
** not thefe invincible Roman legions takioff to 
*^ flight ?" Taxiles anfwered, " I wiui fiMn niy foul, 
*f my Lprd, that your good genius may work a mira- 
** cle in your favour ; but thefe legions, do not ufe 
** thdr beft accoutrements in a mere march. They. 
*' do not wear their poljflied ihields, nor take their 
'* bright helmets out of their cafes, as you fee they 
** have now done. All this fpiendid appearance in* 
" dicates their intention to flght, and to advance 
^ againft iheir enemies as £aA as poQible.*' 

While Taxiles was yet fpeaking, they fav the eagle 
ef the foremoft: legion make a motion to the right by 
order of Lucullus, and the cohorts proceed in good 
erder to pafs the river. 

Then Tigranes with much difficulty awaked froni 
his intoxis:ation, and exclaimed two or thrK tiroes^ 
•* Aie thefe men coming againft UE ?*' Afterthis, he 
drew out his forces in a haity and dlforderly mamier> 
taking himfelf the commaud of the main body« and 
giving the left wing to the king of the. Adiabenjans, 
and the right to the king of the Medes. Before this 
right wing were placed moii of the c^ralry that vere 
armed ia Heel* 

A» 
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As XucuHus was goms to pafs the river, fome ef 
las officers admomOied him to beware of thlt day, 
which had been an inzufjHcious, or (as they called it) 
» Uack one to the Romans. Tar on that day C«- 
pio's army was deteatied by the Cimbri. LucwIluB 
returned thd: memorable anfwer, ** I will make tMs 
*« day too an aufpicious one for Rome.** It vu the 
fixth of Oaober. 

Having thus ^oken, and withai exhorted Ih9 m«b 
Co exert themfelvcs, he advanced at the head of tbeA 
iu;ainft the enemy. He was armed with a breaft- 
pTate of fteel formed in fcales, which caft a furprUiw 
hiftre ; ahd the robe he wore over it, was adornM 
with fringe. He drew his fword immediately, to 
Attw bis troops the neceflity of coming hand to hand 
with an enemy who were accuftomed to fight aX a 
fyftance; and by the vigour of their charge not to 
leave them room to exercife their nuflive weapons. 
Qbferving that the enemy's heavy-armed cavalry, 
upon which they had their chief dependence, was 
covered by a hill that was plain and even at the top, and 
which, with an extent of only four furlongs, wa« not 
very difficult to afeend, he difpatched his ThfaciaH 
and Oaulifli horfe, with orders to take them in flank, 
and to ftrike at nothing but the fhafts of their pikee. 
Tbdr whole ftrength, indeed, cenfifts in the pike, 
and they hare no other weapon, either oSenf^ve dr 
dcfeniive, that they can ufe, by reafon of th^ heavy 
and unwieldy armour, in whidi they are, as it were, 
immured. 

Meanwhile he began to clhnb the hill with tw6 
companies of mfantry, &nd the foldiers fstlowed him 
with great readtnefs, vrhcn they favr hkn, eiKtiiW* 
bered as he was with ins armour, the firft to labour 
«■ foot up the afcent. When he had reached t^ 
fummit, he ftood on the rnofl confpicuous part of it, 
and cried out, " The victory is ours ; my fi^ew- 
** ftdditrs, the viSory is ours." • At the fame time 
be advanced againft the heavy-armed cavalry, and 
Z 3 ordered 
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■ordered his men not to make any ufe of their javc- 
, lins, but to come to clofe action, and to aim their 
.; blows at their enemies' legs and thighs, in which parts 
. alone they were not armed. There was no need, 
. however, to put this in execution. For, inftead of 
ftapding to receive the Romans, they fet up a cry- 
of fear, and moft defpicably fled without ftrifcing a 
ftroke. In their flight, they and their horfes, heavy 
with armour, ran back upon their own infantry, and 
put them in confufion : infomuch that all thofe 
, myriads were routed, without ftanding to receive 
one wound, or fpilling one drop of blood. Multi- 
tudes, however, were flain in their flight, or ra- 
ther in their attempt to fly ; their ranks being fo 
.thick and deep, that they entangled and impeded 
.each other. 

Tigranes rode off one of the firft, with a few 
attendants i and feeing his fon taking his ihare 
in his misfortune, he took the diadem from his 
head, gave it him with tears, and defired him to fave 
himfelf in the beft manner he could by taking fome 
other road. The young prince did not venture to 
wear it, but put it into the hands of one of his mofl 
.feithful fervants, who happened afterwards to be 
.taken and brought- to Lucullus : by this means the 
royal diadem of Tigranes added to the honours of 
the fpoil. It is faid that of the foot there fell above 
a hundred thoqfand, and of the horfe very few 
efcaped; whereas the Romans had but five killed, 
and a hundred wounded. Antiochus* the philofo- 
pher, in his treatife concerning the gods, fpeaking 
of this aftion, fays, the fun never beheld, fuch an- 
■other, Slrabot, another philofophcr, in his hiftorical 
■commentaries informs us, that the Romans were 
afhamed, and ridiculed each other, for having em- 

• Antiochn»6f Efcalon. Cicero waj his difciple. 
t Strabo, th« geographer and hiftorian, was al/o a phitofnpher 
f>f ibe Stoic form. 
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4)Ioyed we:q)ons againft fuch vile flaves. And Livy 
tells us, the Romans, with fuch inferior numbers, 
never engaged fuch a multitude as this. The vic- 
tors did not, indeed, make up the twentieth part 
of the vanquilhed. The mofb able and experienced 
commanders among the Romans paid the higheft 
compliments to the gaierallhip of Lucullus, prin- 
cipally, becaufe he had defeated two of the greateft 
and moft powerful kings in the world by methods 
entirely different ; the one by an expedidous, and 
the other by a flow procefs. He ruined Mithndates, 
■when in the height of his power, by protrading thp 
war, and Tigranes by the celerity of his movements. 
Indeed, among all the generals in the world, there 
have been very few inltances of any one's availing 
himfelf of delay for execution, or of expedition for 
fecurity. 

Hence it was.fhatMithridates made no hafte to come 
to adion, or to join Tigraifts ; imagining that Lu- 
cullus would proceed with his ufual caution and 
llownefs. But as foon as he met a few Armenians 
on the road, with the greated marks of confl:ernation 
upon them, he formed fome conje£iure of what 
' ' lud happened ; and when many more came up naked 
and wounded, he was too well aflured of the lofs, 
and enquired for Tigranes. Though he found him - 
-in the moil deftitute and deplorable condition, he 
did not offer him the leait itifult. Inftead of that, 
he difmounted, and bewailed with him their com- 
mon misfortunes ; gave him his own royal equipage, 
and held up to him a proTped of better, fuccefs. 
- They began to levy other forces. 

In Tigninocerta the Greeks had mutined againit 
-the barbarians, and wanted to deUver up the city to 
Lucullus. Accordingly he gave the afTauIt, and 
.look it.. After he had fecured the royal treafures, he 
gave up the plunder of the town to his foldiers, and 
they Unmd thcre^ befides other rich bqoty, eight 
7- 4 thou* 
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thoufand talents in coined money, LucuUus added 
eight hundred drachmas to each man's fliare. 

Being informed that there irere found ia the towA 
!i number of fuch artifts as are requifite in th^tricaf 
exhibitions, whom Tigranes had colle^Kd from all 
parts, for opening the theatre he had buiit, he made 
life of them in the games and other public ^verfions 
in honour of hia viilory. 

He fent back the Greeks to their ovn coontries, 
and fiimiihed them with aecefiaries for that pvrpofe. 
He likewife permitted the barbarians who had been 
compelled to fettle there, to return to thdr rdpeftive 
jibodes. Thus it happened that, by the difpeHion of 
the people of one dty, many cities recovered their 
former inhabitants. For which re^on Lucullus was 
reverenced by them as a patron and founder. H^ 
fuccpeded alfo in his other undertakings agreeably to 
his merit ; being more deOrous of the praife of juf> 
tice apd humanity, than of that which- arife* froib 
military achievements. For in thofe the army claums 
no fmaU part, and fortune a greater j whereas the 
other are proofs of a gentle difpolition and fubdued 
mind, and by them Lucullus brought the barbarians 
to fubmit without the fword.' The kings of the 
Arabs came over to him, and put their poffeflions 
in his power j the whole pation «f Sophene followed 
their example ; and the Gordyenians were fo well is? 
clined to ferve him, that they were willing to quit 
their habitations, and follow him with their wives and 
children, llie caufe was this. 

Zarbjenus, king of Gordyene, unable, a« has been 
faid, to fupport the tyrarmy of Tigranes, ^pHed pri- 
vately through Appius to LucuUus, xnd de^red to 
be admitted as an ally, This application being dif- 
covered, he \ras put to death with his wife and child- 
ren, before the Romans entered Armenia. Lucuit 
lus, however, did not forget it, but, as he pafl^l 
throM^h ti'Oi'dyeqe, ,toctlt: care that ZarlHeBua fliould 

hiye 
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have a magntficmt funerai, and adorned the pile 
vith gold ftufis and royal veftments found amoiv - 
the fpoils of Tigranes. The Roman general bimfelr 
fet fire to it, and, together with the fiiends and rd^ 
tiotis of the deceafed, o&red the accuflomed lil»- 
tkma, declaring him his friend and an aUy of the 
Roman pec^Ie. He caufed a monumeni;, too, to be 
ercded to his memory at a coniider^le expence: 
for there vas found in the treafury of that prince 
a great quantity of gold and filver: there were 
found alfo in ms ftorehoufes three milljoju of me> 
dimni of wh^. Tfaic wu a fu£cient proviiion ibr 
the foldiefs; and Lucullus vas much admired for 
making the war maintain itfelf, and carrying it on 
'without taking one drachma out of the pubhc trea- 
futy< 

About tha rime, there came an embaffy from the 
Jdng of Parthia to folicit his friendlhip and alliance. 
Lucullus recoved the propofal with pleafure, and 
fent ambalTadors in his turn; who, whoi they were 
At Azt prince's court, difcorered-that he was v^re- 
.fohred what part to ad, xad that he was privately 
treating withTigranea for Mefopotamia, as a reward 
Ssr the fuccours with which he fliould fumilh him. 
As foon as Lucullus wag fenfible of this, he deter- 
inined to let Tigranesand Mithridates alone, as ad> 
Tcrfaries already tired out, and to try his ftrength 
with the Pa^rthian, by entering his territories. Hie 
thought it would be glorious, if in one expedi- 
tion, during the tide of good fortune, lUce an able 
wreftler, he fliould throw three princes fiicceffively, 
and traverfe the dommions of three of the moft 
powerftil kings under the fun, perpetually viSo- 
fious. 

For this reafon he lent orders to Somatius and his 
pther odic«^ in Fontus to bring their forces to him, 
9S he intended to begin his march for Parthia iroip 
Gordyeoe. Thefe ofEcors had ^ready found thdr 
Jpldiers rs^a^ory aod obitiQate» but oow they fav 

them 
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them abfolutely mutinous, and not to be wrought 
upon by any method of perfuafion or ' of force. On 
the contrary, they loudly declared they would not 
even ftay there, but would go.and leave Pontus itfelf 
-unguarded. When an account of this behaviour wat 
brought to LuculluG, it corrupted the troops he bad 
with him ; and they were very.,ready to receive thefe 
impreffions, loaded as they were with wealth, ener- 
vated with luxury, and panting after repofe. Upon 
hewing, therefore, of the bold terms in which the 
■others had expreffed themfelves, they faid they adled 
like men, and let an example worthy of imitation ; 
" and furely," continued they, *' our fervices entitle 
*' US to a difcharge, that we may return to our coun- 
•*^ try, and enjoy ourfelvcs in fecurity and quiet." 

Thefe fpeeches, and worfe than thefe, coming to 
the cars of Lucullus, he gave up ail thoughts of his 
Parthian expedition, and marched once more againft 
Tigranes. It was now the height of fummer, and 
yet when he had gained the fummit of mount Taurus, 
■he faw with regret the corn only green ; fo backward 
'are the feafons in thofe parts, by reafon of the cold 
that prevails there*. He drfcendedj however, into 
■the plain, and beat the Armenians who ventured to 
face him in two or three fldrmiflies. Then he plun- 
dered the villages at pleafure, and, by taking the con- 
voys defigned for Tigranes, brought that want upon 
the enemy, which he had dreaded himfelf. 
■ He omitted no meafure which might bring them 
to a dedfive battle ; he drew a line of circumraJlatioo 
about their camp ; he laid walle their country before 
their eyes : but they had been too often defeated, to 
think of rifqujng an engagement. He therefore 
marched againft Artaxata the capital of Tigranes, 
where he had left his wives and children ; concluding 
he would not fuffer it to be taken, without attempt- 
ing its rehef. 

* This particular h confirmed by modem travclkts- Thej 
tell m, tbe fnow tiea there tiU Auguft. 

It 
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It is faid, that Hannibal the Carthagenian, after 
Antiochus was fubdued by the Romans, addre^ed 
himfelf to Artaxas king of Armenia. While he wa« 
at that prince's court, befide inftruSing him in other 
important matters, he pointed out to him a place 
which, though it then lay negleded, afforded the 
happieft fituatioa imaginable for a city. He gave 
him the plan of one, and exhorted him to put it in 
execution. The king, charmed with the motion, de- 
fired him to take the direction of the work ; and in a 
fliort titne there *as feen a large and beautiful dty, 
which bore that prince's name, and was declared the 
metropolJB of Armenia 

When LucuUus advanced to lay fiege to this place, 
the patience of Tigranes failed him. He inarched in 
quell of the Romans, and the fourth day encamped 
over againll them, being feparated irom them only 
-by the river Arfanias, which they muft neceffarily 
pafs in their march to Artaxata. LucuUus having 
facrihced to the gods', in full perfuafion that the vic- 
tory was his own, paJTed over in order of banle widi 
tvelve cohorts in front. The reft were placed in the 
rear, to prevent their betUg furrounded by the enemy. 
For their motions were watched by a large and felea 
body of cavalry, covered by fome flying iquadrons of 
Mardian archers and Iberian fpearmer; , in whofe cou- 
rage and fldll Tigranes, of all his foreign troops, 
placed the highelt confidence. Their behaviour, 
however, did not diflinguifh them. They exchanged 
a few blows with the Roman horfe, but did not wait 
the charge of the infantry. They difperfed and fled, 
and the Roman cavalry purfued them in the different 
routes they had taken. 

Tigranes now feeing his advantage, advanced vfth 
his own cavalry. LucuUus was a little intimidated at 
their numbers and the fplendour of their appearance. 
He therefore called his cavalry off from the purfuit ; 
and in the mean time was the foremoll to advance , 

againft 
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agamft the nobility*, who with the flower of the 
army were about the king's pcrfon. But they fled at 
the fight of him, without ftriking a blow. Of the 
thise kings that were then in the adion, the flight of 
Mithridates feems to have been the moft difgracefut, 
for he did not ftand the very fliouts of the Roman*. 
The purfuit continued the whole night, till wearied 
with the carnage, and fatisfied with the prifonera, 
and the booty they had made, the Romans drew off*. 
liyy tells us, that in the former battle there were 
greater numbers killed and taken prifoners; but ib 
this, perfons of higher quality. 

LucuUus, elevated with his fuccefs, refolved to 
penetrate the upper country, and to ftnifli the de- 
ftrufHon of this barbarian prince. It was now the 
autumnal equinox, and he met with ftormB he did 
not cxpeH.. The fnow fell almoft conftantty ; and 
when the (ky was clear, the frolt was fo mtenfe, that 
by reafon of the extreme cold the horle& could hardly 
drink, of the rivers ; nor could they pafs them but 
■vith the utmoll difficulty, becaiife the ice brofc*, 
and cut the fmews of their legs. Befidec, the great- 
eft part of their march was through clc^e and woody 
Toa^, where the troops were daily wet with the fnov 
that lodged upon the trees ; and they had only damp 
' places wherein, to pafs the night. 

They had not, therefore, followed Lucullos maay 
days, before they began to be refraAory. Ac fir* 
they had recourfe to intreaties, aad fent th«r tribunes 
to mtercede for them; Afterwards they met in a 
more lumultuouG manner, and their murmurs were 
faeard all over the camp by n%hl ; and this, pCThaps, 

* In the oT^nat it it Zai^*mai ; bj vhicb in all psobabilitj 
ia tneant tbe king's body-gua^l, umlifiiiig chi^^ oi the nobilhjFi 
According to Uvy, no kfs than fixty of Tigranes'e friends art 
great offictrs walked in the proceffion of Lacunus's triumph. Nor 
is it to be wDDderei lint he fcad a g;uard of bis own nobiKt^, 
when be twl cosquend pnosei fw \m nienfjd fcrvastsi 
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ie the fureft tokoi oi a loutiny. Liicullus tried what 
every nul^er meafure could do : he exhorted theoi 
only to' compofe themfelves a little longer, till they 
had deftroyed the'Artneniai Carthage, built by Han* 
aS»l the greateft enemy to the Rcnnan name. But, 
finding his eloqu^tce ineffedual, he marched back, 
aad pafled the ridge of mount Taurus another way. 
He came down into Mygdonia, an open and fertile 
country, where ftands a great and populous city, 
which the barbarians called Nifibia, and the Greeks 
Antioch * of Mygdonia. Gouras, brother to Tigranes, 
had the title of governor on account of his dignity ; 
but the commander in faSt was Callimachus, who, by 
his great abilities as an engineer, had given Lucullus 
fo much trouble at Amifus. 

Lucullus, having invefled the place, availed him- 
leif of all the arts that are ufed in a fiege, and prelfed 
the place with fo much vigour that he carried it fword 
in hand. Gouras fucrendered himfelf, and he treated 
him with great humanity. He would not, however, 
Kilen- to Callimachus, though he offered to difcov^- 
to him a vaA. quantity of hidden treafure ; but put 
him in fetters, in order that he might fuffer capital 
punifement for fetting fire to the city of Amifus, and 
by that means depriving him of the honour of ihewing 
his clemency to the Greeks. 

Hitherto one might fay. Fortune had followed Lu- 
cullus, and fought for him. But from this time the 
gales of her favour fell ; he could do nothing but 
with infinite difficulty, and flruck upon every rock 
in his way. He behaved indeed with all the valour 
and perievering fpirit of a good general, but his ac- 
tions had no longer their wonted glory and favourable - 
acceptance with the world. Nay, toffed as he was oii 
the waves of fruitlefs contention, he was in danger of 
logftDg the glory he had already acquired. For great 
part of his misfortunes he might blame himfelf, be- 

* It waa called Antioch-, bccaufe in ils delicious valha aod 
plp&agfitiuUw it rrie»bUd the Antiocti of Daphne. 

caufe, 
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caufe, in the firft place, he would never ftudy to ah* 
Ege the common foldiers, but looked upon every com- 
pliance with their inclinations, as the iburCc of his dif-- 
grace and the deftrudion of his authority. What was. 
of ftill greater confequence, he could not behave in 
an eafy affable manner to thofe who were upon a foot-, 
lag with him in point of rank and birth, but treated 
them with haughiinefs, and confidered himfelf as 
greatly their fuperior. Thefe blemiihes Lucullus had 
amidft many perfections. He was tall, well-made, 
graceful, eloquent, and bad ^ilities for the adminif- 
tration as well as for the field. 

Salluft tells us, the foldiers were ill-affe&ed to him, 
feom the beginning of.the war, becaufe he made them, 
keep the field two winters fucceflively, the one before 
Cyzicum and the other before Amifus. The reft of 
the winters were very difagreeable to them : they ei- 
ther paffed them in hollilities againft fome enemy j 
or, if they happened to be among friends, they were, 
obliged to live in tents. For Lucullus never once 
ftiffered his troops to enter any Grecian city, or any 
other in alliance with Rome. 

While the foldiers were of themfelves thus ill-dif- 
pofed, they were made Hill more mutinous by the 
demagogues at home ; who, through envy to Lucul- 
lus, aCcuied him of protrafting the war from a love 
of command, and of the riches it procured him. He 
had almoft the entire direftion (they faidj of Cilicia,^ 
Afia, Bithynia, Paphlagonia, Galatia, Pontus, Arme- 
nia, and all the provinces as far as the Phafis : and 
now he was pillaging the royal palaces of Tigranes, 
as if he had been fent to ftrip, not to fubdue kings. 
So Lucius Quintus, one of the tribunes, is faid to 
have exprefled himfelf j the fame who was principally 
concerned in procuring a decree, that Lucullus Ihould 
have a fuccefior fent him, and that moft of his troops 
fliould have their difcharge. 

To thefe misfortunes was added anothCT, w^iich 

ablblutely ruined the affairs of Lucullus. Publicum 

Clodius* 
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Clodius, a man of the utmoft infolence and ef&ooi- 
tery, was brother to his wife, who was fo abandooed 
a woman, that it was believed (he bad a criminal 
commerce with him. He now bore arms under Lu- 
cuUus, and imagined he had not the poH: he dcferved ; 
for he wanted the firft : and on account of his difor- 
derly life, many were put before him. Finding this, 
he pra^iied with the. Fimbrian troops, and endea- 
Toured to fet them againft LucuUus, by flattering 
fpeeches and insinuations, to which they were neither 
unaccuftomsd, nor ui^willyig to attend. For thefe 
were the men whom Fimbria had formerly perfuaded 
to kill the conful Flaccus, and to appoint him their 
general. Still retaining fuch inclinations, they re- ~ 
cdved Clodius with pl^ure, and called him the fol- 
dier's friend. He did, indeed, pretend to be con- 
cerned at their fufferings, and ufed jo fay — " Shall 
*■* there no period be put to their wars and toils ? fhall 
** they go on 6ghting one nation after another, and 
** wear out their lives in wandering over the world ? 
*? and what is the reward of fo many laborious expe- 
•* ditiom ? what, but to guard the waggons and ca- 
" mels of LucuUus loaded with cups of gold and 
" precious ftones ? whereas Pompey's foldiers, alrear 
" dy difcharged, fit down with their wives and child- 
*' ren upon fertile eftates and in agreeable towns ; 
** not for having driven Mithridates and.Tigranes 
'*.IntoinacceflibIe deferts, and deftroying the royal 
" cities in Alia, but for fighting with fugitives in 
'* Spain and Haves in Italy. If we mult for ever have 
*' our fwords in our hands, let us referve all our 
*' hearts, and what remains of our limbs, for a gene- 
** ral who thinks the wealth of his men his greateft 
" ornament.'* 

Thefe complaints againft LucuUus corrupted his 
foldiers. in fuch a, manner, that they would neither 
follow him againft Tigranes, nor yet againft Mithri- 
dates, who from Armenia had thrown himfelf into 
Pomus,.andwas beginning to recover his autJiority 

there. 
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tfiere. They pretended it was impraaicable to march 
m the winter, and therefore loitered in Gordyene, ex- 
TpeOine Pompey or fome other general would cpme as 
fiiccei&r to LuculluE. But when intelligence was 
brought that Mithridates had defeated Fat»us, and 
was marching againlt Somatius and Triarius, diey 
were aihamed of their ina£Hon, and told LucuUus he 
might lead them whetever he pleafed. 

Triarius being informed of the approach of Lucul- 
Fus, was ambitious, before he arriredi to feize the 
■fiftory which he thought perfeftly fecure ; in confer 
quence of which he hoarded and loft a great battle. 
£ is faid that above feven thoufand Romans were 
killed, among whom were a hundred and fifty centu- 
rions and twentyrfoar tribunes. Mithridates likewife 
took their camp. Lucullus arii't'^ed a few days after* 
fortunately enough for Triarius, whom he concealed 
jrom the foldiers who wanted to wreak their venge- 
ance upon him. 

As Mithridates avoided an a£tion with Lucullus, 
and chofe to wait for Tigranes who was coming with 
a great army, Lucullus, in order to prevent their 
junction, determined to go in queft of Tigranes once 
more. But as he was upon his march,, the Fimbrians 
mutinied and deferted hk ftandard, alleging that 
they were difcharged by an exprefs decree, and no 
longer obliged to ferve under Lucullus, when thofe 
provinces were configned to anodier. Lucullus, on 
this occaiion, fubmitted to many thin^ beneath his 
dignity. He applied to the private men one by cme, 
going round to their tents with a fupplicating afpe& 
and with tears in his eyes ; nay, he condefccnded to 
take fome of them by the hand. But they rejefted all 
lli$ advances, and throwing down their empty purfes 
before him, bade him go and tight the enenty himiblf, 
fince be was the ^ly peifim that knew how to make 
ilis advantage of it 

However, as the other fibers interpofed, the Fun* 
,briaas were pre^vkd upea t»ftay idl tlie fuouner. 
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on conditkM that tf no enemy feced (hem m the ftdtf 
tturing that time, they fhouM be at liberty to i^'te!-. 
Lucullus was obliged either to accept thfs propoftd',- 
or to abandon the country, and leave it a» eafy p»ey 
10 the barbarians. He kept the troops togttReri thdre^ 
fote, iritbout i*etending to exercife any &dt of po*fe»- 
upon them, or to lead them out to battle ; thmkiA|^ 
it ^1 be conld expeft, if they would but remain upoii 
fife fpot. At the fame time, he looked on, whitd 
Hgrznes was ravaging Cappadocia, and Mithridate^ 
tffts growing ftrong and infolent again ; though Kd 
had acqujlinted the fenate by letter, that he was ^- 
fottttely conquered, and deputies were come to fettle 
dte ^^rs of PoAtus, as a province entitdy redncdd. 
Th^ duties, on their arrnral, found that he was 
not even miJler of himfelf, but expofed to" every Jtt* 
ttSttKt oi infijh and contempt from his own fofdSws* 
Hay, they treated their general with fuch wanton 
Hftockery, as, wb«i the fummer was paft, to arm', attd . 
challenge the enemy, who were nOw retired nwo 
quarters. They (houted as in the charge, midti 
{»^g in the air, arid then left the camp, calling Lu- 
£U)tas to witnefs that they had ftayed the time they 
promifed him. 

Pbmpey wrote to the other legions to attend bite. 
For, through his intereft with the people, and the flat- 
te*^g iflfinuafions of the orators, he was already ap- 
ptj^ted general againit Mithridatfes and Tigrattes. 
"to the fenate, indeed, and all the beft of the KomAm^ 
irtictrilus appeared to have very hard freStmeftt, 
fittce-af perfon was fent to fwcceed him, rmt fo mwch 
hft *he w^, as in bis tiiumph j and he was robbed 
father of the prize of honour, than of the c<»nifiandv' 
Thofe (ftat were upon the fptit found She matter ftM 
rnore iflvidious. Lucullus had fto longer the poWer, 
cither of rewarding or puniihing. Porapey furred 
fttj mBh to Wait upon him about any buflnefs what* 
ever j or to piy any regard to the reguiaitiotis he haii 
iriadif irt ctmcaft-OTce with the ten commilEone*'*, 
-Vol. III. A a H? 
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He forbade it by expt-ers and public orders i find Ins 
, influence was great, on account of his coming iwth a 
more refpcSable army. 

Yet their friends thought it proper that they Aould 
come to an interview ; and accordingly they did fo in 
a village of Galatia. They addrelTed each othN with 
much politenefs, and with tnutual compliments on 
their great fuccefs. LucuUus wa* the older man, but 
Pompey had fuperior dignity, for he had commanded 
in more wars, and had been honoured with t#> 
triumphs. Each had the f'afces carried before him, 
adorned with iaurel, on account of their refpefluvc 
viftories : but as Pompey had travelled a long way 
through dry and parched countries, the laurels about 
his Jafces were withered. The lidors that preceded 
LucuUus, obferving this, freely gave them a fuffi- 
cient quantity of their frefh and ^een ones, which 
Pompey's friends confidered as an* aufpicious dr- 
cumftance. And, in fa£t, the great aftioiis of Lu- 
cuUus did call a lullre over this expedition of Pom- 

• pey--. 

This interview, however, had no good effed : They 
parted with greater rancour in their hearts than they 
entert^ned at their meedng. Pompiey annulled the 
Z&& of Lucullus ; and, taking the reft of his troops 
from him, left him only fixteen hundred men for hi» 
triumph ; and even thefe followed him with reluo 
tance-~-fo ill qualified or fo unfortunate was Li|- 
cullus, with refpeft to the firil and greateft requi- 
fite in a genera!, gaining the hearts of his foldien. 
Had this been added to his many other great and a^- 
Biirable talents, his courage, his vigilance, his ptii* 
dence, and juftice, the Roman empire would not haive 
been terminated, on the fide of ATia, by the Eu- 
phrates, but by the Hyrcanian fea and the extremi' 
ties of the earth. For Tigranes had already con- 
quered the other naticais j and the power of -the 
Parthians was neither fo great nor fo united in idelf, 
4uring this expedition of LucuUus, as it was ^er- 

vards 
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vardG in the time of CralTus. On the contrary, 
they were weakened by inteftine wars, and by hoftili- 
ties with their neighbours, infomuch that they were 
■ not able to repel the infults of the Armenians. In 
my opinion, indeed, the advantages which his coun- 

S reaped from Lucullus were not equivalent to the ' 
Eunities which he occalioned others to bring upon 
it. The trophies of Armenia juH in the neighbour- 
hood of Parthta, the palms of Hgranocerta and Ni- 
fibis, with all thdr vail wealth carried in triumph , 
to Rome, and the captive diadem of Hgranes 
adorning the fiiow, drew Craffus into Afia — as if its 
barbarous inhabitants had been a fure and eafy prey. 
However, when he met the Parthian arrows, he foon 
found that the fticcefs of Lucullus was owing to his 
own courage and capacity, and not to the folly and 
effeminacy of the enemy. 

Upon his return to Rome, Lucullus fotmd his 
brother Marcus impeached by Memmius, for the 
pradlces he had given into, during his quEeftoHfaip, 
by order of Sylla. And when Marcus was acquitted, 
Memmius turned againft Luculhis himfelf; al- 
leging that he had converted a great deal of the 
booty to his own private ufe, and had wilfully pro- 
trafted the war. By thefe means he endeavoured to 
exafperate the people againft him, and to prevail 
with them to refuie him his triumph. LucuUus was 
in great danger of lofing it j but at this crifis the firft 
and greateft men in Rome mixed with the tribes, 
ajid, after much canvafling' and the moft engaging 
application, with great difficulty procured him the 
triumph. 

Its glory did 'not confift, like that of others, in the 
length' of the proceffion, or in the aftonilhing pomp 
and quantity of fpoils, but in exhibiting the enemy's 
arms, the engines, and other warlike equipage of the 
kings. With thefe he had adorned the Circus Fla- 
minius, and they made a very agreeable and re- 
fpeftable fliow. In the proceffion, there were a few 
A ft 2 of 
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of tha heavy •armed cavilry, and tea chariots armed 
with fcythss. Theie were followed by fixty gran- 
dees, either friendi or lieutenants of the lunge. Alter 
them tfere drawn a huadred aad tea galleys with 
brazen beaks. The next objects were a ftatue of 
Mithridatei in naSy gold, f^ull fix feet high^ and his 
Ihield fet with precious ftonet. Then came up twenty 
exhibitions of Alver veiTeU, and two-and-thirty more* 
of gold cups, arms, and gold coin. All thefe things 
were borne by men. Thefe were followed by eight 
mules, which carried beds of gold, and Hfty-lix more, 
loaded with filver bullion. After thele came a 
hundred and (even other mules, bearing filver coin 
to the amount of near two million ieven hundred 
thoidand drachmas. The procdBon was clf^d with 
theregifters of the money with which he bad furniftied 
Pomp^y for the war with the pirates, what he had re- 
mitted thqiquEeftoTs for the public treafurjt and the 
dillributioQs he had made among the foldiers at die 
rate of nine hundred and hlty drachmas each man. 
The triumph concluded with a magnificent enter* 
lament provided for the whole city and the adji- 
ceat villages. 

He now divorced Clodia for her infamous intrigues, 
and married Servilia (he fifter of Cato ; but this fe- 
cond match was not more fortunate than the firft. 
Servilia wanted no ftain which Clodia had, exc^t 
that of a commwce with her brothers. In other re- 
{pe£ts Ihe wa^ ei^ually profligate and abominable. 
He forced himfell, however, to endure her a Icmg 
time, out of reverence to Cato> but at lafl rqiudiated 
her too. 

The fenate had conceived great hc^es of Lucullus, 
that he would prove a couiiterptMfe to the tyranny of 
Pompey, and a proteSor of the whole PacriciaB 
order j the rather becaufe he had acquired fo much 
honour and authority by his greataflj^ns. He gava 
up the caufe, however, and quitted all prctenfions to 
the adnuniilradon : Whether it w» that he &w the 
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ctofihution in too fickly and dicUiurtg a condition la 
be CQvre&ed ^ or wtwther, a* others will hitve it* that, 
bang iktUted with pubUc honoors, and having gon< 
through many labours and convicts which had not. 
the inofl: fortuiutto iff<i«y he chofe to retite to a life 
of ea& and indulgence. And they cnninend this 
chwge in bis coftduf);, as much better than the dif* 
tempered meafuies of Marius, who^ after bis vic-< 
Uric* over tbe Cimtoi and all hii glori0u& ^chievO- 
xaents vm not content with the admirattionof bia 
COttntrymen ; but, from an infatiable thiHl of povrcr^ 
contended, ia the decline oi life, with the ambiiiofi erf 
yoitog men, falling into dreadful crimes, and into 
ittffmngs Aill more dreadful. " How much hap- 
** pier," faid they, *' would it hate been for Cicero, 
*', jf he h»d retired after the affair of Catiline i and 
^' fcr Scipio> if ha bad fitrkd his laila, when be had 
'* added Kunoantia to Carthage, For there Is a pi^ 
^' riod when we fliould bid adieb to political cootefts: 
*^ tbde, a» we)] as tbofe of wreftlen* being abfnrtl, 
" when the ftreigtb and v^our of life is gone." 

On the otlter hand, CraCus and Poaipey ridiculed 
Lucollus for givbtg in to a life of plsafnre and cz« 
pence, tbdnking it full as unieafonabie at bis tino of 
life to ^dunge into tu^iury, aa to difed the idmini^ 
Ancticn or lead armies into the field. Indeed the 
Itfr <tf LucuUda does look like the ancient comedy •, 
where firft we fee great adiona both pohbcal and 
military, and afterwards feafts, debauches, I had al- 
moft faid.mafquerades, race* by torch-light, and every 
kind of friTo kn ts amuferoent. For among frivolous 
amufements I cannot but reckon his fumptuous vil- 
las, walks, and baths ; and fli!) more fo, the painchigs, 
ftatnes, and other works of art, which he colleded at 
an immenfc expence — idly fquandering away upon 
them the vaft fsrtune which he had amaiTed ill 

* The ancieirt fatiriea! or cotwic pteces were partty tnigic!(l, and 
, partly c(«»ical. The Cyclops of Enripidea ia tht only piece of that 
kind which ia aiaot. 
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the wars *. Inftnnuch that even now, When luxury 
' has made fo much greater advances, the gardens of 
Lucullus are numbered with thofe o£ kings, and the 
moft munificent even of thofe. When Tubero, the 
lloic, beheld his works on the fea-coaft near Naples, 
the hills he had excavated for vaults and cellai's, the 
refervoirs he had formed about his houfes, to receive 
the fea for the feeding of his filh, and his edifices in 
the fea itfelf, the phiTofopher called him Xerxes t in 
a gown. Befide thefe, he had the moft fuperb plea> 
furc-houfes in the country near Tufculum, adorned 
with grand galleries and open falcons, as well for the 
profpeft as for walks. Pompey, on a vifit there, 
blamed Lucullus for having made the villa commo- 
dious only for the fummer, and abfolutely uninhabit- 
able in the winter. Lucullus anfwered with a fmile, 
" What then do you think I have not fo much fenfe 
** as the cranes and ftorks, which change thdr ha* 
** bitatiohs with the feafons E" 

A praetor, who wanted to exhibit magnificent 
games, applied to Lucullus for fome purple robes for 
the chorus in his tragedy ; and he told him, he would 
enquire, whether he could fiimifh him or not. Next 
day he aflied him how many he wanted? The prastor 
aiulwered, " a hundred would be fufficient :" upon 
which Lucullus faid, ** he might have twice that 
number if he pieafed." The poet Horace makes this 
remark on the occafion: 

Poor is the koufe where plenty has notjiores 
That mifs the majiar's eye 

* Plutarch's philorophy feemi % little too fevere on this ocuficn; 
for it is not eafy to fee how public fortunes of this kind can be mere 
proi>erly laid nut than in the encouragement of the arts. It is to 
be obferved, however, that the immenfe wealth Lucullus referred to 
hitnfelf in his Afiatic expedition, in fome meafure juftifies the com- 
plaints of hii army on thai fitbje£l. 

t This refcre to the hills Lucullus bored for the completion of 
his vaults, or ibr the adoiiffion of water. Xentes had bored tbiough 
mount Athos, and made a pafTage under it; for his fliips. 

His 
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Ha duly repafb were like thofe of a man fuddenlv 
grown rich ; pompous, not only in the beds, which 
were covered with' purple carpets, the fide boards of 
plate fet with precious ftones, and all the entertain- 
ment which mufidans and comedians could furnifli, 
but in the vail variety and exquifite drelling pf the 
provifions. Thefe things excited the admiration of 
men of injenlarged minds. Pompey, therefore, was 
highly applauded for the anfwer he gave his phy^^ 
fician, in a fit of ficknefs. The phyfician had ordered 
him to eat a thrufti*, and his fervants told him, 
** That as it was fummer, there were no thrufhes tq 
*' be found except in the menageries of LucuUus." 
But he would not fuffer them to apply for them there; 
and faid to his phyfician, •* Muft; Pompey then have 
** died, if LucuUus had not been an epicure ?" At 
the fame time he bade them provide him fomething 
which was to be bad without difficulty, 

Cato, though he was a friend, as well as relation, 
to LucuUus, was fo much difpleafed with the luxury 
in which he lived, that when a young man made a ' 
long and unfeafonable ff)eech in the houfe about fru- 
gality and temperance, Cato rofe up and faid, '' Will 
** you never have done? Do you, who have the 
** wealth of Craflus, and live like LucuUus, pretend 
, " to fpeak like Cato ?" Hut fome, though they al- 
low that there was fuch a rebuke, fay it came from 
another perfon. 

That LucuUus was hot only delighted with this 
way of living, but even piqued himfelf upon it, ap- 
pears from feveral of his remarkable fayings. He 
entertained for a confiderable titne fome Greeks who 
had travelled to Rome; till, remembering the fimpli- 
city of diet in their own country, they were afiiamed 

* The GreCik (ixXi, alfo fignilies a fea-fifli, as appears from 
Ariftode and AtKensus ; and it is not ealy to fay which ia here ' 
tncant : for Lucullut wai no lefs curious in his filh-pondi than in : 
his aviaries i and, by admitting the falt-water into thetn, could be 
fupplied with every fpecies through every feal'on. 
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ta wait oi> lum any Jonger^ laod defireij to be exettfed 
pn acfouEt of the daily .expecce they brought tipan 
jiim* ^ ficuledf and fi^d, *' It is true, my Grecian 
** frieuds. fojne part of this provifion is for you, 
, ** but the greateft part is for LucuUus." Aflother 
tiiqe whea o£ happened to fup alone, and faw but 
one table and a very moderate provifion, he called 
the fervant who bad the care of thefe matters, and 
e;^reired his diSatisfadioD. The fervant faid • h« 
thpught, as nt^ody was invited, his mafter would 
not wapt an expeniive fupper. *' What !" laid he^ 
**, didfl thou not know that this evening Lucullus 
. t? fnps with Lucullus?" As this was the fubjeft of 
l^ucb. converf»tion in Rome, Cicero and .Fompiqr 
4ddre0ed him one day in the forum, when he a{w 
pear'ed to be perfeftly difengaged. Cioero was onis 
of Jus moft intimate friends, and though he bad 
had fome difference with Pompey about the com* 
Bfosd of the army, yet they ujed to fee each oUier 
aifd.coijverfe freely and femiliarly. Cicero, after 
^e cQpifnon fslutalions, afeed bira» " V^iether fac 
", w^s at leifure to fee company ?" He anfwered, 
'* Jiforfiing could be more agreeable," and preffed 
flwjn to come to his houfe. '* Then we will wait on 
•' you," faid Cicero, '* this evening, on condition you 
** ^ve ue nothing but what is provided for yourfeU".** 
^.UcjjUys made iome ditEcuhy of accepting the coa- 
dition, and deiired them to put off their favour tJU. 
pother day. But they infilled, it fliould be that 
very evening, and would not fuffer him to fpea^ to 
his fervants, left he Qiould ord?r fome ,additiop to 
the fupper. Ojily, at his requeft, they allowed him 
to teH one of them, in their prefence, *' He AioiUd 
'V fup that evening in the Apollo — " which wjw the. 
name of one of his raoft magnificent rooms. TTie 
perfons invited had J>o notion of his {tratagem ; but 
it feems, each of his dining-rooms had its particulsr 
aHowance for provifions, and fervice of plate, as well 
as other furniture! So that the fervaots hearing what 

room, 
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jowQ^h?' wetUdTup iif kifcw very well what expencc 
• they- were to go to, apd whtt fide^bcard and carpets 
t^df wer€ .IP afe, Tlie ftatcd charge of an enter- 
tainment in tb^ ApoUo was fifty thoufand drachmas, 
and the whole (um was laid out that evening. Pomi^ 
|>ey, of coutJe, when he faw fo vait and expeniive a 
IffoviTioni, wai furprifed at the expedition with whicfc 
it was prqwed. In this lefpe^t, Lucullus ufed his 
viches with aU the dlfreganL one might e^pe£l to be 
ihovfi to fo mwy captiTes and barbarians. 

Bui the great expence he incurred in colie^ng 
books, delenrea a lertouE approbation. The nuia> 
ber of volumea was great, and they were wiitten 
in el»ant hinds ; yet the ufe he made of them was 
more ttamiurable thut the acquifition. His libraries 
w^e (^len to. all: the Greeks repaired at j^eafurc 
to the galleries and porticos, as to the retreat of the 
Mufes, and there fpent whole days in converiation om' 
mattexfr of kainjng ; delighted lo retire to fuch a kenc 
jroot bttfinefe and from care. LucuUus himfelf often 
joined ttwfe learned men in their walks, and convened 
with them ; and, when he was applied to about the af- 
fairs (4 theu country, he gave tbem his affiflance 
and advice. So that Hs houie was in fad an afylum 
and fenate-houftj to all the Greeks that vifited R.om& 
He had a veneiattgot fbi phikiCophy in general, and 
there was no fe£t which he abfolutely teje&ed. BuA 
Iiis principal and original attachment was to the 
aicadcmy ; not that which is called the new, though 
that tlouriflied and was fupported> by Philo, who 
walked in the fleps of Carneades, but the old aca- 
demy, whole dodrioes were then taught by Afltiochus 
of Afcalon, a man of the molt perfuafive powers. 
Lucullus fought his friendfliip with great avidity ; 
and, having prevailed with 'him to give him his com- 
pany, fet him to oppofe the dlTciples of Philo. Ci- 
c«M> was of the number, and wrote an ingenious 
tKK^ agwnft the old academy, in which he makes 
Luculhis defend the principal do&ine in difpute, 
namely, 
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namely, that there is fuch a tfamg as certain know. 
]edge, and hitnfelf maintains the contrary. The 
book is entitled Lucullus. They were, indeed, as 
we have obrerved, Hncere Mends, and aSied upon the 
fame principle in the adminiftration. For Lucullus 
had not entirely abandoned the concerns' of govern- 
ment f he only gave up the point as to the firft in- 
fluence and dircftibn. The conteft for that, he few 
might be attended not only with danger but difgrace, 
and therefore he foon len it to Ci^us and Cato. 
When he had refiifed to take the lead, thofe who 
looked upon the power of. Pompey with a fufpidous 
eye, pitched upon CraiTus and Cato to fupport the 
Patrician interefis. Lucullus, notwithilanding, gave 
his attendance in the forum, v^en the bufinefs of hi& 
friends required it ; and he did the fame in thef«iate- 
houfe, wiien there was any ambitious defign of 
Pompey to combat. He got Ppmpey's drderS an- 
nulled, which he had made' after the conqueft of 
the two kings; and, with the afliftance of Cato, 
threw out his bill for a diftribution of lands among 
his veterans*. 

This threw Pompey into the arms of Craffus and 
Cxfar:, or rather he confpired with them againft the 
commonwealth ; and^ having filled the city with foU 
diers, drove Cato and Lucullus out of the forum, 
and got his a^s eftabliflied by force. - 

As thefe proceedings were highly refented by all 
who had the intereft of their country at heart, Pom- 
pey's party inftrufted one Vediust to aS a part, and 

* Plutarch faya finiply n/iwit ti», a certain diftribution. Amiot 
, and Dacier lay, it was of money. But we agree with the Latin 
and forma EngUfh tranllator, that it was of lands, Indeed, tiiu 
appears to hav« been the cafe, from the sndent hiAorisns, who 
iofumi us, that it was in ihe fame bill that Pompey moved to havs 
all hii a£b in the Eall confirmed, and a dlAribution of lands matte 
amoDg his veterans. 

f In the text it is Bfrmw tih*, one.Brettiu), or a certun Bm- 
tian. But it is clear from Cicero, Appian, and Dion, that it 
lliould be read Vei^ius. llie alteratio;! i« veiy eafy from Beimr to 
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gave It out that they had detefted Him in a ^dign 
againft Potnpey's lire. When Vedius vnis exa- 
nuned in the fenate, he faid it ^vas at the inftigation 
of others; but, in the aflembly of the people, he 
affirmed Lucullus was the man Who put hirii upon 
it. No one gave credit to the affertion; and a' 
few days after, it was very evident that the wretch 
was fubomed to accufe an innocent man, when his 
dead body was thrown out of the prifon. Pom- 
pey's party faid, he had laid violent hands upon 
himfelf; but the marks of the cord that had 
Urangled him, and of the blows he had received, 
ihowed plainly that he was lulled by the perfons who 
fuborned him. 

This event made Lucullus ftitl more unwilling to 
interfere in the concerns of government j and when 
Cicero was baniihed, and Cato fent to Cyprus, he 
quitted them entirely. It is faid, that his under- 
ftanding gradually raled, and that before his death 
it was abfolutely gone. Cornelius Nepos, indeed, af- 
ferts, that this failure of his intelleds was not owing 
to ficknefs or old age, but to a potion given him by 
an enfranchifed flave of his, named CalUflhenes. 
Nor did CalUfthenes give it him as a poiTon, but as a 
love-potion. However, inftead of conciliating his 
mafter*s regards to him, it deprived him of his 
fenfes ; fo that during the laft years of his life, his 
brother had the care of his eftate. 

Neverthelefs, when he died, he was as much 
regretted by the people, as if he had departed in 
that height of glory to which his merit in war and 
in the adminiftration had raifed him. 'Jliey crowded 
to the proceflion; and the body being carried into 
the forum by fome young men of the firft quality, 
they infilled it ftiould be buried in the Ciniipiis Mar- 
tins, as that of Sylta had been. As this was a mo« 
tion entirely unexpeded, and the preparations for 
the funeral there could not eafily be made, his bro- 
ther with much entreaty prevailed with them, to have 

the 

C,q,-Z.-dbvCOOg[C 



3«4 PLUTARCH'S UVES. 

ibe obfequies parfonned oa' the Tt^cubn eflate^ 
where every tlung vu |ffovided for that porpcrfe. 
Nor did he leog lurvive him. As he bad followed 
him dole in the courfe of years and honours, 
&> he was not far bdiind him in his journey to the 
gt2Me — to \riuch he bwe the charader of the beft 
and moil aSedionate oi biothera. 
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WE camuit but think the exit of LacuHas Itap- 
py, as he did not lire to fee thit change itt 
the conftitutioa -which late was preparing for hit 
country in the ' civil wars. Though the commoiv- 
wealth was in a fickly ftate, yet he left it free, la 
tins refped the cafe ^ Cimon was particularly finu« 
iar. For he died while Greeee was at the height cf 
ber profperity, and before (he was invcdvied in thol* 
troubles which proved fo fatal to her. It is true there 
U this difference ; Cimon died in his camp, in the 
office of g^eral j not like a man, who, ^tigiied wkli 
war, and avoiding its conflicts, fought the reward of 
hit military labours and of the laurels he had won, "Jft 
the delicacies of the table and the joys cf wine. In 
llus view Plato was right in his cenfure of the fol> 
iowKY of Orpheus*, who had placed the rewards of fii^ 
turity provided for tiiegood,iQ everlafting iaKixicatian. 
No doubt, ea£e, tranquillity, literary roearches, and 
the pleafures of contemplation, ^nifh the moA fuit* 

- * The faSkgi ben alloilNl to u ia tfac facond book «f t^Vto't 
Keputittc. Pluo cenfured not Orpheus, but Mufieus and bii Ibh, 
for teschitig this doftrrne. Mnf*us and his Ton Euniolpus war, ' 
hooenr, AifcipWa ofOtpheM] and nt «y wt Op^ ma}' vdmit of 
4iUt'tQtciprawi«]. ' ~ 

able 
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able retreat for a man in years, who has bid adieu ta 
military and political purluits. . But to [H'opofe plea- 
fure as the end of great achievements, and after long 
expeditions and commands, to lead up the dance of 
Venus and riot in her fmiles, was fo far from being 
worthy of the famed academy, and a follower gf the 
fage Xenocrates, that it rather became a difciple of 
Epicurus. This is the , more furprifing, becaufe Ci- 
mon feems to have fpent his youth in luxury and diili- 
pation, and Lucullus in letters and fobriety. It is 
certainly another thing, notwithftanding, to change for 
the better, and happier i& ^he nature in which vices 
gradually die, and virtue flouriihes. 

They were equally wealthy, but did not apply thdr 
riches to the fame purpofes. For we cannot com- 
pare the palace at Naples, and the Belviderea amidft 
the water which Lucullus ere&ed with the barbarian 
fpoils, to the fouth wall of the citadei which Cimon 
built with the treafure he brought 'from the wars. 
Nor can the fumptuous table of Lucullus, which fa- 
voured too much of eaftem magnificence, be put in 
competition . with the open and benevolent table of 
Cimon. The one, at a moderate charge, daily nou- 
rilhed great numbers of poor ; the other, at a vaft 
expence, pleafed the appetites of a few of the rich 
and the voluptuous. Perhaps, indeed, fome ailow-* 
ance muft: be made for the difference of the time. 
We know nqt, whether Cimon,' if he had lived to be 
old, .and retired from the concerns of war and of the 
Aate, might not have given in to a more pompous and 
4uxunous way of living ; for he naturally loved wine 
^d company, was a promoter- of public f^fts and 
gauies, and remarkable, as we have obferved, for 
his inclination for the fex. But glorious^nterprifes 
and great actions being attended with pleafures of 
another kind, leave no leifure for inferior gratifi- 
. cations ; nay, they banifh them from the thoughts 
pf perfons of great abilities fqr the held and the ca- 
binet 'And if Lucullus had floiHied his days .in high 
i' commands 
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commands and amidft the conflicts of war, I am per- 
fuaded, the mofl: envious caviller coutd have found 
nothing to reproach him vith. — So much with refped 
to their way of living. 

As to their military charafter, it 13 certain they 
were able commanders both at fea and land. But as 
the champions, who in one day gain the garland not 
only in wreftling but in the Pancration* ^ are not fim- 
ply called viftors, but by the cuftom of the gama, 
the floivers of the vi6tori^ ;.fo Cimon, having crown- 
ed Greece with two viflories gained in one day, the 
one at land, the other a naval one, deferves fome pre- 
ference in the lift of generals. 

Lucullus was indebted to his country for his pow- 
«y, and Cimon promoted the power of his country. 
Toe. one found Rome commanding the allies, and 
under her aufpices extended her conquefts ; the other 
found Athens obeying, inltead of commanding, and 
yet gained her the chief authority among her allies, 
as weU as conquered her enemies. The Ferfians he 
defeat^, and drove them out of the fea ; and he per- 
fuaded the Lacediemonianfi voluntarily to furrei\der 
the command. 

If itbe the greateft: work of a general, to bring his 
men to obey him from a principle of aftediou, we 



* The Pancration confifled of boning and wreftling together. 

Here the fecond pa is vifibly redundant, and therefore fome oilier 
part of the paflage may probably be cornipted. Henry Stephen* 
conjeftures, that, tnftead of aapaSc^u ma;, we Ihould read In one 
word safa^»wix<, and Salvini fay.s he fuund the term in an ancient 
infcription. Dacier, when h€ propofes to read vifnitwaaf, coai/ue' 
Ton m tht micJe circle t^' games, feems, by confounding it with the 
Penlathlon, to have forgot what the Pancration was, 'Hie Pentath- 
lon, or five games, were boxing, the race, leaping, playing at quoils, 
and wreftling. Dacier's words are thefe — " Cinq combaie com- 
" poLoient ee qu'on appetioit le Pancrace, dont les Athletes etoient 
" api>cllec£ Pentathles-" Biit, in faft, as we have obferved above, 
fb^ Pancration confifted only of two of (he five unitd. 
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ftall find LucuIIus greatly deficient in this refpefl. 
He was defpifed by his own troops, whereas Cimon 
commanded the veneration, not only of.hia own fed* 
diers, but of all the allies. The fomier was ddertetl 
by his own, and the latter was iourted by ftrangers. 
Ttie one fet out with a fin« army, and returtied alone, 
abandoned by that army ; the other went out with 
troops fubjeft to the orders they fliould recdve from 
Mother general, and at his return they Were at the 
head of the whole league. Thus he gained three of 
the moll difficult points imaginable— peace with the 
enemy, the lead anumg the allies, and a good under- 
ftanding with Sparta. 

They both attempted .to conquer great kingdoms, 
«id to fubdue all Afia, but their purpofes were un- 
"fticcefsfui. Cimon^s courfewas ftopt byfortune;' he 
died with his commiiOon in his hand, and in the 
height of his profperlty. LucuUus, on the other hattd, 
cannot poffibly be excufed, as to the lofs of his autho- 
Kty, fincc he muil either have been fenorant of the 
' grievances of his army, which ended m fo incurable 
- an averfion, or unwilling to redrefs thenl. 

This he has in common with Cimon, that he was 
impeached by his countryipen. The Athenians, it is 
true, went farther ; they banifhed Cimon by the oftra- 
"cil'm, that they might not, as Plato expreffes it, hear 
his voice for ten years. Indeed, the proceedings of 
the ariftocratical party arc feldom acceptable to the 
people; for, while they are obliged to ufe fome vi(^«iico 
for the correflion of what is amifs, their meafnres fe- 
ftmble the bandages of furgeons, which are uneafy at 
the fame time that they reduce the diflocation. But 
m this refped perhaps we may exculpate both the one 
and the other. ' 

LucuIIus carried his arms much the fartheft. He ' 
"was the firft who led a Roman army over mount 
Taurus, and pafled the Tigris. He took and burnt 
the royal cities of Afia, Tigrahocerta, Cabira, Si- 
nope, Nifibis, in the fight of their refpe£tive' kings. 

Oa 
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On the nor^ he pm^rated as far as the Pha^s, on the 
eail to Drledis, and on the fQuth to the Ke4 Sea, b]r the 
favour and afliftance of the princee of Arabia. IJe 
ovotbrcw the armies of the vwq great kings> and 
would ca-taiuJy have taken them l^d they not fledi 
like lavages, into diftant folitudes and in^^egible . 
vDods. A certain proof of the advantage LitcuUiits 
has in this relped is, that the PerGans, a$ if they 
had fuffered nothing from Cimon, foon made head 
againft the Gredcs, and cut in pieces a great army Qf 
theirs in Egypt; whereas Tigranes and Mithridates 
could eSeQ. nothing, after the blow they had re- 
ceived from Lucullus. Mtthridates, enfe^led by the 
conflifts he had undergone, did not once venture 
to face Fompey in the field : inltead of that, he 
fled to the Bofphorus, and there put a period to bi& 
life. As for Tigranes, he delivered himfelf naked 
and unarmed to Pompey, took his diadem irom his 
head and laid it at his feet: in which he complj- 
mented Pompey, not with what was his own, but 
witlr what belonged to the laurels of Lucullus. 
The poor prince, by the joy with which he received 
the enfigne of royalty again, confeffed that he had 
abfolutely loft them. However, he muft be deemed 
the greater general, as well as the greater champion, 
who delivers his adverfary, weak and breathle^, to 
the next combatant. 

Befides, Cimon found the king of Perfia extreme- 
ly weakened, and the pride of his people humbled, 
by the lofles and defeats they had experienced from 
Themillocles, Paufanias, and Leotychidas ; and their 
hands could not make much refiftance when their 
hearts were gone. But Lucullus met Tigranes frefii 
and unfoiled, elated and exulting in the battles 
he had fought and the viftories he had won *. Nor 

is 

M. Daciec thipks, that if, befide the other advantagw jufi men- ■ 
Tltii~.il. . Bb tioned, 
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■ IS the number of the enemy's troops which Gmcfti 
defeated, in the leaft to be compared to that of thofc 
who gave battle to LucuUus. 

In fhort, when we weigh all the advantages of 

• each of thefe great inen, it is hard to fay to which 
fide the balance inclines. Heaven appears to hare 
^voured both j dire^ing the one to what he &ould 
do, and warning the other what he fliould avoid. 
Sti that the gods bore witnefs to thdr virtue, and 
regarded them as perfons in whom there was fome- 
thuig divine. 

' tiancd, the advantage be alfo iltowed Lurollas in ttfyt& of the 

' niimbcT of barbarians be had defeated the .balance ninfi. dearly m- 

, dine to his tide. 

But while he fays Ibis, he feems to have forgot the preference his 
author had gtven Citnon, in reCpeSt te his continuing bis labours 

. for bii conntTy to the lafl hour of his life ; the more excellent ule 
and application of riojjcs ; bis knowing how to gain and keep the 
hearts of his foldien; and his gaining important victories on tno 

' diflerent elements in one day. 
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W£ have pitched upon Craflus as a proper 
perfon to be put in parallel with Nicias, and 
the misfortunes which befel the one in Farthia, with 
thofe which overtook the other in Sicily. But we 
have an apology to make to the reader on another 
account. As we are now undertaking a hiftory, 
where Thucydides in the pathetic has even outdone 
himfelf, and in energy and variety of compofition is 
perfeftly inimitable ; we hope no one will fuffwS we 
have the ambition of TimEcus, who flattered him- 
felf he could exceed the power of Thucydides, and 
make Phiiiftus • pafs for an inelegant and ordinary 
writer. Under the influence of that deception, 11- 
masus plunges into the midll of the battles both at 
fea and land, and fpeeches in which thofe hiftorians 
fliine the moil. However, he foOn appears. 
Not like ajootman by the Lydtan car, 
as Pindar exprefles it, but a Shallow puerile writer f, 
or, to ufe the words of the poet Diphilus, 

A heavy animal 

Caid in ^Sicilian laid. 

Sometimes 

• phiiiftus was fo able a writer, that- Cicero calls him Younger 
Thuqidides. ' 

+ "nmaus might hare his vanity, and it he hoped to excal 

Thucydides. he cerUinly had. Yet Cicero and Diodorus fpeat 

^ Bba of 
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Sometimes he falls into the dreams of Xenarchus'; 
as where he fays, " he could not but confider it as a 
" bad omen for the Athenians, that they had a ge- 
*.' neral with a name derived from yiftory fi who dif- 
" approved the expedition." As alfo, " That by the 
" mutilation of the Hermfe, the gods pre-figmfied 
■" that they fiiould fuiFer moft in the Syracufan war 
" from Hermocrates the fon of HermonJ." And 
again, " it is probable that Hercules affifted the Sy- 
" racufans, becaufe Proferpine delivered, up Cerbe- 
" rus to him ; and that he was offended at the Athe- 
" nians for fupporting the iEgefteans, who were de- 
'* fce^ded froin the '^'rojans hi* nxorj^l enemies, 
** Whofe fiiy i\c h^d lacked ii> reveng? ^or the inju- 
" ries h? had ifec^iy^d from I^aomfdo'^'" -^ made 
thefe fine obleryatiQ^s with the fame difeemnjeflt, 
which nut him uppn finding fault; wijh the l^ngvage 
of ^'hill/l^^s, and caifMiriafi the Writings of Plato and 
Ariftotle. ' 

For i^y pari, I can?yot bui, th^nt, all, emulation (Uid 
jea^aufy about espi^eljion betrays a littlfnefs oi mjad, 
and is the'chaj-a^i^ftie. of a foph^fl: : and when that 
fipirit of conteH attempts things immitable, it is per- 
fe^y aJjfurtL Since, therefore, it is impoffihle to 
pals ovet iqi filence thofe adions of Nicies which 
Thucydicles ai^d Philiflus have recoriied ^ efpedally 
Inch as indole his manners and difpofition, which 
often lay coocealed iH>4^ the we^ht of his iflisfor- 
tuhesj we fliall give an abttrad from them of what 

ef him as a very- abk hiftorian. Longinus reconciles the cenfure 
and the praife, , He fays, fomsiimes you find in him the grand ^n* 
fubiime. But, Hind to his ewn defefts, he is much inclined to 
cenfure others, and isfo fond of thinking out of the common- road> 
that be often finks into the ntmoft puerility. 

* Xenafchus, the Peripatetic, was mailer to Strabo ; and Xenar- 
chus, the comic poet, was author of feveral pieces of humour : bot 
ve know DO hiiioriaa of that itanK. 

f That isi Niiias, Nice Sgnidts viffonf. 

% LonginuR quotes this paflnge w an esfui^ of the ftjgid.ftflej 
afkd of bhofe puerilities he. bad condeowed in TTrnxxv, 

appears 



_iv,Coog[c 



NICIAS. 373 

appears moft neccffary, left tre Ihould be accufed of 
negligence or indolence. As for other matters nt)t 
generally known, \^hich are fonnd fcattered in hifto- 
■ lians, or inaildent Infcriptiona and decreesi we.lhall 
collet them with t^ate ; not to gratify an ulelefs cu- 
riofity, but, by drawing from them the triie lines o£ 
this general's charafter, to fkrve the purpofes of reft! 
inftrudion. 

The firft thing I ftrall mention relating ir> hitbt is 
the obferradon of Ariftotle ; that three of the moft 
worthy men in Athens, who had a paternal regard 
and friendfli^ for the people, wef-c Nicias tlie fon of 
Niceratos, Thucydides, the fon of Miiefias, atul 
Theraracnes the fon of Agnon. The lift, indeed, 
was not £o remarkable in this refpett as the other two. 
For he had been reproached with his birth, as a ftran- 
ger come from the Ifle of Ceo's ; and from his want 
of iirmnefB, or rather verfetflity in matters of govern- 
ment, he was called Me iJ»/j^-/n *. 

Thucydides was the oideft of the three } and wheft 
Pericles afted a flattering part to the people, he often 
oppofed him in behalf of" the nobSBty. Though Ni- 
cias was much the younger man, he gained fome 
reputation while Pericles lived, infomuch that he was 
feventl times his colleague in the war, and often com- 
manded alone. But when Pericles died, he was foon 
advanced . to the head of the adniiniilration, par- 
ticuhtrfy by the influence of the rich and great, who 
hoped he would prove a barrier againft the daring 
infelence of Ckcoi. He had, however^ the good 
wiflies of the people, and they craitributed their fliare 
to his advancement. 

It is true, Cleon had confideftble intereft, which he 

red by making his court to the old men, and by 
frequent donations to the poor citizens. Yet 
evBn many of thofe whmn he ftudied to obEge, fee- 

* The fijrm of (hi In^km was luch that it ibight be *i«ti indif- 

B b 3 ing 
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mg his avarice and effrontery, came over to Nt- 
cias. For the gravity of Nidas had nothing aullere 
or morofe in it, but was mixed with a reverence 
for the p;ople, in which fear feemed to be preva- 
lent, and confequently was very agreeable to them. 
Indeed, he was naturally timid and cold-hearted; but 
this defed was concealed by the long courfe of fuc- 
cefs with which fortune favoured his expeditions. 
And his timidity in the affemblies of the people, and 
dread of perfons who made a trade of impeafiments, 
was a popular thing. It contributed not a little to 
gain him the regards of the multitude, who are afraid 
of thofe that defpife them, and love to promote thofe 
that fear them ; becaufe in general the greateft ho- 
nour they can hope to obtain, is not to be defpifed 
by the great. 

As Pericles kept the reins of government in his 
hands, by means of real virtue, and by the force of 
his eloquence, he had no need to hold out falfe co- 
lours, or to ufe any artifice with the people. Nicias 
was deficient in thofe great endowments, but had fu- 
perior riches ; and he applied them to the purpofes 
of popularity. On another hand, he could not, like 
Cleon, divert and draw the people by an eafy manner 
and the fallies of buffoonery: and therefore he amtiied 
them with the choruffes of tragedy, with gymnaftic 
exercifes, and fuch-like exhibitions, which far ex- 
ceeded, in point of magnificence and elegance, all 
that went before him, and thofe of his own times too. 
Two of his offerings to the gods are to be feen at 
-this day ; the one a flatue of Pallas dedicated in the 
citadel, which has loft part of its gilding j the other 
a fmall chapel in the temple of Bacchus, under the 
tripods which are commonly offered up by thofe who 
gain the prize in tragedy. Indeed, Nicias was al- 
ready viaorious in thofe exhibitions. It is faid, that 
in a chorus of that kind, one of his Haves appeared 
in the charafter of Bacchus. The flave was of an 
uncommon fize and beauty, but had not yet arrived 

at 
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It maturity : and the people were fo charmed widi 
him, that they gave him long plaudits. At laft, 
Nicias rofe up and faid, *' He mould think it an a£t 
** of impiety to retain a perfon in fervitude, wh& 
** feemed by the public voice to be confecrated to a 
" god :" and he eniranchifed him upon the fpot. 

Hiff rwulations with refped to Delos, are ftiil 
fpoken or| as worthy of the deity who prefides" there. 
Before his time, the choirs which the cities fent to 
fmg the praifes of Apollo*, liUided in a diforderly man- 
ner, becaufe the inhabitants of the ifland ufed to run 
up to the Ihip, and prefs them to Ung before they 
were difembarked ; fo that they were forced to flrike 
up, as they were putting on their robes and garlands. 
.But when Nicias had the condufi of this cerethony, 
known by the name of Theoria, he landed firft in ■ 
the ille of Rhenia with the cboir^ the vidims, and 
ail the other neceflary preparations. He had taken 
care to have a bridge conllnided before be left 
Athens, which Ihould reach from that ifle to Delos, 
and which was magnificently gilded, and adorned 
with garlands, rich Jlufis, and tapeftry. In the 
night he.threw bis bridge over the channel, which 
was not large ; and at break of day he marched over 
it at the head of the proceffion, with his choir richly 
habited, and fmgjng hymns to the god. After the 
facrifices, the games, and banquets, were over, he con- 
fecrated a palm-tree of brafs to Apollo, and Ukev\ ife 
a field which he had purchafed for ten thoufand 
drachmas. The Pelians were to lay out the income 
in facrifices and feafting, and at the fame time to 
pray for Apollo's bfefling upon the founder. This 
is infcribed on a pillar, which he left in Delos as a 
monument of his benetadion. As for the palm-tree» 
it was broken by the winds, and the fragment falling 

* There was a feleft band of mufic annually lent by the prin- 
cipal dtiei of Greece. The procelBon was called Theork, and 
it was looked upon as an honourable commiflion to have the ma- 
nagement of it. 

B b 4 upon 
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upon a gtax ftatue * vhich the people of Na^oa had 
Jet up, demoliflied it. 

It is obvious that moft of thefe things were done 
§6t oftentation, and with a view to popularity. Ne- 
Terthelcfs, we may coHeft from the reft of his life and 
condud, that religion had the principal Ih&re in 
thefe dedications, and that popularity was but a fe- 
eondary motive. For he certainly was remarkable 
for his fear of the gods, and, as ThucydJdes obferves, 
he 'rtas pious to a degree of fuperftitionf^ It is re- 
lated in the dialogues of Pafiphon, that he (kcrificed 
JCvery day, and that he had a diviner in his houie, 
who in appearance enquired the fuceefs of the public 
aS^rSt but in reality was much ofiener confuked 
about his own ; particularly as to the fuceefs of his 
filver mines in the borough of Laurium ; which ift 
general aiforded a large revalue, but were not 
worked without danger. He maintaifted there a 
multitude of fiaves ; and the greateft part of his for- 
tune con{tfled in (itver. So that he had many re- 
tainers, who aiked favours,, and were not ieat away 
empty. For he gave iiot only to thofe who deferrerf 
his bounty, but to fuch as might be able to do him 
harm ; and bad men found refources ifi his fears, as 
well as good men ifi his liberality. TTie comic poets 
bear witnefs to what I have advancedi Teteetides 
introduces a trading informer fpeaking thus, " Chaii- 
•' ctes would not gi\'e one mma, to fffeveht my de- 
*' daring that he was the foft-fruits of his nwther's 
*= amours ; but Nieias, the fon of JBceraWS, ^ve 
" me four. Why he did it, I ftrall not fey, though 
'*• 1 know it perfe^Iy well. For Nieias is my friend^ 
** ft very wife niaft befides, in my opiBfoa." Eopo*- 
Bs, ift has Marka, brings another iaformer vpatt the 

% A flatue which the Naxiane had dedicated to Apollo. The 
pedeflal \aa bapn difcovercd by fome modern travellers. 
\ Tik\>e!f^ If. vii, 

ftage, 
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ftag«, wh<J meets «Hth fottte i>oor igfiotant ittMij and 
thus addtefles hhn — 

Infditner. " How lortg is it finCe you TaW Nicias ?" 

i*<w fMflw. " I lievef faw him befof t this morflenf^ 
*' *hen he ftood !B the mat-ket-place." 

Informer. " Take notice, rtiy itienda, the mafl 
"'* cofifeffea he has feetl Nicias. Arid fot whjA 
** pufp'ofe could he fee him, but td fell him his 
" Tofe ? Nicias, therefore, is plainly takisn in 
« the fea." 

Poet. ** Ah -fools ! do yott think you can ev^ pef- 
** fuade the world, that fo good a man as NiciaS 
*' was taken in mal-praSkes;" 

Ckon in Ariftophanesj fikys in a menacing Kme, . 
•* I will out-bawl the orators, and make Nicias ixtm- 
*' We"." Afid Rirynichus glances at his exceffive ti- 
midity, when fpeaking of another petfon, he fdyS, 
" I know him to be an honed man and a godd <:iti- 
** zen, one who does riot walk the ftrfeets -with 1 
** downcaft locA: like Nicias.'' 

With this fear of {nfortners uptrn him, he tpoald 
ll6€ fup or difcourfe with any <JF the citizens, of cofirt 
into any of thofe parties which make the titfte pafs fd 
agreeably. When he was archon he ufed to ftay in 
coiift till night, being always the fii^ that c^me, and 
the laft that went away. When he had no public 
bufinefs upon his hands, he fliut himfelf up at.home, 
and Was extremely difficult df accels. And if any pcr- 
foirs came to the gate, his friends went afrd fcegged 
them to exctife Nidaa, becaufe he had fome affairs un- 
det confideration which were of great impoiftince to 
theftate. 

The perfon who affifted hhn moft in z8Cm^ ttife 
force, and gaining him the teputation of a ntatt fot 
ever intent upon htriiners, was one fliero, who was 
btotight tip in his hoofe, had a liberal education^ 

• TEIsUinfEeEquitesof AriftophajjCT, V.3S7, ft isnotCIcoDt 
but AgoraprituB who (peaks. 

and 
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aiid a tafte of mufic given him there. He patTed him- 
felf for the fon of Dionyfius furnamed Chaclus, fpme 
oiF whofe poems are fHIl extant, and who, having 
conduced a colony into Italy, founded the' city of 
Thurii. This Hiero tranfafted all the private bufmefs 
of Nicias with -the diviners ; and whenever he came 
among the people, he ufed to tell them, " What a la- 
•' borious and miferable life Nicias led for their fakes. 
" He cannot go to the bath," faid he, " or to the 
** table, but fome affair of ftate folicits his attention ; 
" and he neglcfts his own concerns to take care of 
*' the public. He can fcarcely find time for repofe, 
** till the other citizens have had' their firfl fleep. 
" Amidft thefe cares and labours his health declines 
" daily, and his teniper is fo broken that his friends 
" no longer approach him with pleafure ; but he tofes 
'* them too, after having fpeni his fortune in your fer- 
" vice. Meanwhile other fliatefmfin gain friends, and 
" grow rich in their employments, and are fleek and 
" merry in the fteerage of government." 

In &d the life of Nicias was a life of fo much care, 
that he might have juftly applied to himfelf that ei- 
preflion of Agamemnon, 

In vain the glare of pomp proclaims vie mqfler; 
I'm fervant of the people 

Nicias perceived that the commons availed them* 
felves-of thefervices of thofe who were diftinguiflied 
for their eloquence, or capacity ; but that they were 
always jealous and on their guard againft their great 
abilities, and that they endeavoured to humble them 
and obftrua their progrefs in glory. This appeared 
in the condemnation of Periaes, the. banifliment of 
Damon, the fufpicions they entertained of Antipho 
the Rhamnufian, but 'above all, in the defpair of 
Paches who had taken Lelbos, and who being called 
to give an account of his conduft, drew his fword and 
killed himfelf in open court. 

Warned 
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"Warned by thefe examples, he endeavoured to 
avoid fuch expeditions as he thought long and diffii 
cult ; and when he did take the command, he made 
it his bufinefs to proceed upon a fure plan. For this 
reafon he was generally fuccefsful : yet he afcribed hii 
fuccefs to fortune, and took refuge under the wings 
of the divinity ; contenting himfelf with a fmallcE 
portion of honour, left: envy fiiould rob him of the 
whole. 

The event fliewed the prudence of his condufl:. 
For, though the Athenians received many great blows 

Sthofe tmies, none of them could be imputed to 
icias. When they were defeated by the Cbald- 
deans in Thrace, Calliades * and Zenophon had the 
command ; Demofthenes was general, when they 
mifcarried in Etolia ; and when they loft a thoufand 
men at Deliumf, they were under the conduct of 
Hippocrates. As for the plague, it was commonly 
thought to be occafioned by Pericles ; who, to draw 
the burghers out of the way of the war, ftut them up 
in the cityj where they contrafted the ficknefs by the 
change of fituation and diet. 

None of thefe misfortunes were imputed to Nicias. 
On the contrary, he took Cythera, an ifland.well 
fltuated for annoying Laconia, and at that time in- 
habited by Lacedasmonians. He recovered many 
places in Thrace, which had revolted from the Athe- 
nians. He flmt up the Megarenfians within their 
walls, and reduced the iOand of Minoa. From thence 
he made an excurfion foon after, and got polTeflion 
of the port of Nifsea. He likewife made a defcent 
upon the territories of Corinth, beat the troops of 
that ilate in a pitched battle, and killed great nam- 



* perhaps, we Jhould read Calliaa. See Menag. on Diog. Laert.' 
ii. 45- 

t Oeliuin in Bteotia- Delos, in common reading, is undoubt- 
edly wrong. The Athenians had no fuch lofs there. But tbeirde- 
fieat at Ddium is related at large by Thuc}-dides. L. Ir. 

bers 
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bftrs of them : Lycophron their general ifcas among 
the flain^ 

He happened to leave there the bodies of two of his 
men, who were miffed in cartying off the dead. Biit 
as ffiotl as he knewitj he flopped his cotirfe, and fent 
a herald to the enemy, to aft leave to take away thofe 
bodies. This he did, though there was a law and 
cuftom fubfifting, by which thofe who dfefire a treaty 
for carrying off the dead, give up the victory, ana 
are not at liberty to eraft a trophy. And indeed, 
thofe who are fo mr mafters of the field, that, the eoe- 
my cannot bury their dead without permiffion, appear 
to be conquerors, becaufe no man would sfk that as » 
feVour which he coOld command. Nicias, howCTeti 
chofe rather to lofe his laurels, than to leare two of 
his coHJJtryrfien unburied*. 

After he had ravaged thecoaft of Laconia, and d^ 
fe»ed the Lacedstnonians who attempted to oj^kA 
him, he took the fortrefs of Thyrseat, then hetd by 
the ^glnetjc, made the garrifon prifoners, and car- 
ried them to Athens. DemcrftheHes having fortified 
Pylosji the Peloponnefiafls befieged it both by fei 
and land. A battle enfued^ in which they T>ere 
wojfted, and abodt four hundred Spartan* threw 
<lK:infelve& into the ifle of Spha&eria. Tlhe takift^ 

* "iTio bwying of the dead was a duty of great tmp<Mtancc in the 
(ittlHen *t*ld, "the' faWe of thfe gholt df aii linburieil perloii not 
tit'mf MaweA to psrii tht StjK, ia well known. About iight yean 
after the deaDh of Hidas, the Athenians pot ft» of their genenlf In 
death, for not inUrrlng thde foktiers tbat were Ikin m the battle 
of A^inufe. 

f Thffxa \rtin i fort fitaated between LacoViia ayid the tftritoiy 
rf tile Arg^ves. It belonged of right to the LaccdtemoniMs, bttt 
they gave it to the JEgiaetse, who had beea expelled their countiy. 

J The Peloponneliaiia and their allies had entered Attica under the 
oondnd of Agis the fon of Arehidamaa, and ravaged theamfltrT. 
Demofthenes, the Athenian general, made a diverfion by leizingiM 
fortifying Fyloe. This Ivougbt Agis batk to tliedcfdiicedf bu««n 
country, 'lavciB, L. iv, 

of 
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9f them ieemed, and indeed was, an in^ftant o^e& 
to t}ie iUheoians. But the fiege \v^s difficult, ber 
^ufe tlKre was no water to be had vpon the ("pot, 
ffid it w^ troublefome and expenfive tQ get ^oi^voyi 
thith^ ; in fummer they were obliged to tal^e ^ 
Uufiig circuit, and jn winter it was ahfolutely imprao 
fic^bl^ 'f h^y were much perplexed about the afiiur, 
^d repentf4 their refufmg the terms of peac^ which 
th? I^cedsemonians had oiered by their ambalTa^ 
dors. 

.It was through Cfeon that the ennbaffy did not 
takeeffeS; he oppoCed the peace becaufe Nicias wa« 
faf it. .Cleon was bis mortal epemy, and feeing bim 
(OWMW^ce the Lacedaemonians, pe^fuaded th< 
p^ple to reject their propofitions by a formal decre?. 
BaH when they found (hat the fiege was drawn o^t 
to a great length, and that there was almoU a famMH^ 
in their camp, they expreffed their refcn^ment agajftft 
Cleon. Cleon, for his part, laid the blame upon Ni<;ia; ) 
^llegiag that if the eB«aiy efcap^d, it rnqft be tbr^ygh 
his 0p\ir aiid timid operations : " Had i be^9 th« 
" S^^fiX^K' f^d he, " they could not have held out 
" fo long." The Atfchenians readily anfwered, " Why • 
'* do you. B<^t go "ow againft tbofe Spartans' ?" And 
Nicias rofe up and declared, "■ be would freely give 
" up to hjm the'command in the affair of Pylosj 
" hade him cake what forces he pleafed ; and, inftead 
'5 of fliQwiog his courage in words, where there was 
*' no danger, go and perform fom£ *ftioas worthy 
" the attention of his country." 
■ Cleon, difconcerted with the unexjje^ted offer, de- 
clined it at firft. But when he found the Athenians 
if^fbed upon it, and that Nicies took his advan- 
tage to raife. a clamour againU him, his pride was 
hurt, and he was incenfed to fuch a degree, that he 
not only undertook the expedition, but declared, " he 
^' would' in twenty day^ either put: the enemy to riie 
" ftwwd, or bring them alive to Athens." 

The 
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The people laughed at his declaration *, in(te»l 
of giving it any credit. Indeed, they had long been 
accuftomed to divert themfelves with the fames of 
his vanity. One day, for inftance, when a general 
aflembly was to be held, they had fat waiting for him 
a long time. At laft he came, when their patience 
was almoft fpenc, with a garland on his head, and 
defired them to adjourn to the day following : " For 
*' to-day,** fays he, " I am not at leifure; I have 
** llrangers to entertain, and I have facrihced to the 
*^ gods." The Athenians only laughed, and imme- 
diately rofe up and difmi0ed the aflembly. 

Cleon, however, was fo much iavoured by for- 
tune in this commiilion, that he acquitted himfelf 
better than any one fmce Demofthenes. He re- 
turned within the time he had fixed, after he had 
. made all the Spartans who did not fall in battie, 
deliver up their arms, and brought them prifoners 
to Athens. 

'fhis refleded no fmall difgrace upon Nidas. It 
was confidered as fomething worfe than throwing 
away his Ihield, meanly to quit his command, and to 
give his enemy an opportunity of diftinguifhing him- 
self by his abdication. Hence Ariftophanes ridicules 
him in his comedy called 'I'ke Birds. " By heaven, 
*' this is no time for us to flumber, or to imitate the 
*' lazy operations of Nicias." And in his piece en- 
titled The Hvjbandmarti he introduces two Athenians 
difcourfing thus — 

ill Athenian. / had rather Jiay at home and till 
the ground. 

ad Athenian. And •mho hinders, thee ? 

jft Athenian. You. hinder me. And yet I am 
•willing to pay a thoufand drackittas to be w- 
cufed taking the commiffion. 

* The wifer fort hoped either to have the pleafnre of feeing the 
Lacedxmonians brought prifonera to Athene, or etfe of gettiiig rid 
nf the importunate pretenfioiM of Cleon. 

ad 
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ad Athenian. Let us fee. Your (houfand drachmas, 
zvith thofe of ^'icias, •u'iU make two thoufaiid. 
ff^e will ercttfe yov. 

Nicias, in this afiair, was not only unjufl to him- 
fetf, but to the ftate. He Tuffered Cleon by this 
means to gain fuch an afcendancy, as led him to a de^- 
gree of pride and effrontery that was infupportable^ 
Many evils were thus brought upon the common- 
weakh, of which Nicias himfelf had his fiiH fliare. 
We cannot but confider it as one great corruption, 
that Cleon now banif}ied all decorum from the ge- 
neral affembly. It was he who in his fpeeches firft 
broke out into violent exclamations, threw back his 
robes, fmote upon his thigh, and ran from one end 
of the rqjiruni to the other. This foon introduced 
fuch a licentioufnefs and difregard to decency among 
thofe who dire&ed the affairs of ftate, that it threw 
the whole government into confufion. 

At this time there fprung up another orator at 
Adiens. This was Alcitaades. He did not prove 
fo totally corrupt as Cleon. As it is faid of the land 
of Egypt, that, on account of its extreme fertility, 

■ There plenty foits the fields with herbs fatubrmiSf 
But fcatters many a baneful weed beizveen; 

-fo in Alcibiades there were very different qualities, 
but all in extremes j and thefe extremes opened a 
door- to many innovations. So that when Nicias got 
clear of Cleon, he had no time to eftablilh any Uft- 
ing tranquillity in Athens : but as foon as he had got- 
ten things into a fafe track, the ambition of Alci- 
biades came upon him like a torrent, and bore him 
back into the ftorms of war. 

It h^pened thus. ' The perfons who moft op. 
pofed the peace of Greece, were Cleon and Brafidas. . 
War helped to bide the vices of the former, and to 
fliew the good 'qualities of the latter. Cleon found 

' of^rtunity for a£ts of injuftice and oppreflion, and 
Brafidas for great and glorious afUons. But after 

they 
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they both Mi in the battle nesr Am^hipc^s, Nicias 
^plied to tn? ILacedEemonians on one haiyi, who had 
becji for fome time defirous of peace, and to the 
Atl^eoians on the other, now no Iptigep fo wwm'm 
th^ purfnitB of WW. *n i»&, both pwties were tired 
«jf hc^tilkiee, and ready to let th^ir weajK>ns drop Q\\t 
<jf tlieir hwids. Nicias, therefor?, yfed his endea- 
Tpurs to recfflicile them, and indeed to deliver 9II the 
Qreeke from the calainitie;^ they had fijfiered, to 
Iwring them to tafte the fweets of repqfe, wd to re- 
iJla^fii a Itmg and lafting reign of happinefs. He 
immediately ftund the rich, the aged* apd 9II that 
were employed in the culture of the ground) difptrfed 
to p^ace ; i^d by addr^0ii)g himfelf to the rell, yod 
«¥pollD]ating with them refpedively, he fowi abated 
thor ardour for var. 

Bjs nest ftep was to give the Spartans h&pes pf «p 
accommodation, and to exhort t"hem tp propofe fiidi 
jneBfnre? ^8 might tSe&. if. They readily <o(iiided 
in him, Ijecaufe they knew the goodnefs of his heitrt; 
of which there wais a late inftajjce in hia humaoe 
tr^tm^nt of their countrymen vfho were Eaken jtn- 
foners at Pylos, and who found their chains greatly 
lightened by his good offices. 

They had already agreed to a fnfpenfion of arms 
for one year; during which time they often niet,'aj)d 
enjoyed again the pkafuti^s of cafe and fecurity, the 
company of ftrangars ^ well as o^arer iirigiid^ ; i^ 
ftsprefled their mutual -viSj^s. for the eootinwi^e of 
9 Uie undifturbed wi^ the horrors of \var. U -W^s 
with great dedisl^*: they heftrd th« chorus ift 6ich 
^ftffins 94 ihis ; ^ . . 

Arachne freclif noio Has lease 
Her xvchs tmund mi/fpear to wecvce. 

They recoUeaed with pleafure the f^yJBg, " .that 
" vi. tUne of p«iee mw ar« awaJt^d not ^ ibe CHud 
'* of the trumpet, but th« crowing of th« w^" 
T^y execrated thofe who (aid, .» wa4 deMiCfld.br 

fete 
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£tte that the var fliould laft three times nine years* ; 
ind this free intercoiirfe leading them to cwivais every 
poiiit, they at kit figned the peace f. 

It was now the general opinion, that they were at 
the end of all their troubles. Nothing was talked of 
but Nicias. He, they faid, was a man beloved of 
the gods, who, in recompenfe of his piety, bad 
thought proper, that the greateft and mofl: defira- 
Sible of all bleflings Ihould bear his name. It is cer- 
tain, they afcribeid the peace to Nicias, as they did 
the war to Pericles. And, indeed, the one did plunge 
them upon flight pretences into numberlefs calami- 
ties, and the other perfuaded them tobury the great' 
eft of injuries in oblivion, and lo unite again as 
friends. It is, therefore, called the Ntcean J peace 
to this very day. 

It was agreed in the Articles, that both parties 
fliould reftore the towns and the prifoners they had 
taken; and it was to be determined by lot, which 
of them fliould do it firft : but, according to Theo- 
phraftus, Nicias fecured the lot by dint of money, 
fo that the Lacedamonians were forced to lead the 
way. As the Corinthiatis and Bceotians were dif- 
pleafed at thefe proceedings, and endeavoured, by 
lowing jealoufies between the ^ontrading powers, to 
renew the war, Nicias perfuaded the Athenians and 
Lacedaemonians to confirm the peace, and to fup- 
lort each other, by a league oSmfive and defenfive* 
Chisy he expe^ed would intimidate thofe who were 
inclined to fly oS, 

• " I remember," fajw Thucydides, " that Ihmughout the 
" whole war miay mdintained it was to laR three limes nine yean. 
" And if we reckon the firft ten years of the war, the trace very 
" flioR and ill obferved that folloued it, the treaties ill executed) 
" and the war that wu renewed thereupon, we fliall find the oracle 
*' fully juflified by the event." Thucyd. L. v, 

f Peace for My years Wat agreed upon and ligned the year fol- 
lowing j but it was (bon broken again. 

t liu word in the original is Nouhiii, whith is equivalent to 
TftroMr, Tropkg.- As much as to fay, it was the trophy, ort^e 
nafler-piece of Nicias, 

Voju lit C c During 

c,q,z.<ib,Coogle 



Tl 



385 . PLUTARCH^s LIVES. 

■ During thefe ttanfaftions, Alcibiades at firft ihatfer 
it his bufmefs privately to oppofe the peice. For 
he was naturally difiAclined to InaQion, and wa* 
moreover offended at the L'acedffiii^onians, on ac- 
count of their attachment to Nicias, and their 
neglefl and difregard of him. But when he found 
this private oppolition ineffeftual, he took another 
method. In a little time he faw the Athenians did 
hot look upon the Lacedasmonians with fo obliging 
an eye as before, becaufe they thought therafelves 
injured by the alliance which their, new friends had 
entered into with the Bceotians, and becaufe they 
had not delivered up Panaftus and Amphipolfs in 
the'condition they found them. He therefore dwelt 
lipon thefe points, and endeavoured to inflame the 
people's refentment. Befides, he perfuaded, and at 
laft prevailed upon the republic of Argos to fend aa 
embaffy, for the purpofes of negociating a treaty with 
the Athenians. 

When the Lacedasmonlans had intelligence of tWs, 
they fent ambaffadors to Athens with full powers to 
fettle all matters in difpute. ITicfe plenipotentiaries 
were introduced to the fenate, and their propofals 
feemed perfedily jufl and reafonable. Alcibiades, 
upon this, fearing they would gain the people-by the 
fame overtures, , circumveiiteti them by perfidious 
oaths and aifeverations ; " promising he would fecure 
" the fuccefs of their comniiffion,if they would not 
*' declare that thi;y came with full poppers ; and 
'* afruring them, that no qiher method would be fo 
" effeClual." They gave credit to his iuflnuations, 
and went over from Nicias to him. 

Upon introducing them to the people, the firft 
queftion he afked them was, " Whether they came 
^* with full powers?" ■ They denied it, as they were 
inftrufted. Then Alcibiades, beyond all their ex- 
peflation, chaHging fides, called the fenate to bear 
witnefs to their fotmer declarations, and d^fifed the 
people " not to give the leaft credit or attention to 

" fuch 
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■U fuch manifisft prevaricators, who upon the feme 
** point afierted one thing one daf , and another 
.*' thing the next." Their confufion was inexpref- 
fible, as may well be imagined, and Nicias was ftruck 
dumb with grief and aftonifliment. The people of 
courfe fent immediately for the deputies of Argos, to 
conclude the treaty with them. But at that very mo- 
tnent there happened a flight fhock of an earthqiuke, 
which, iavourably for Nicias, broke up the aHembly. 
Next day they aifembled again { and Nidas, by 
exerting all his poweis, with much difficulty pre- 
vailed upon them not to put the 1^ hand to the 
league with Atgos ; but, inftead of that, to fend him 
to Sparta *, where he aflured them all would be well. 
When he arrived there, he was treated with great 
relped, as a man of honour, and one who had fnewn 
thu republic great friendfhip : however, as the party 
that favoured the Boeotians was the ftrongeft, he 
could effed nothing t. He returned, thwefore, not 
only with difrepute and dilgrace, . but was apprehen- 
five of worfe confequences from the Athenians, who 
were greatly chagrined and provoked, that, at his 
perfuaiion, they had fet &ee fo many prifoners, and 
prifoners of fuch dilHnfiion. For thofe brought from 
Pylos were of the firfl families in Sparta, and had 
-connedions with the greateft perfonages there. Not- 
withftanding this, they did not exprefs their refent- 
meat in any a& of feverity ; they only ele&ed Alci- 
biades general, and took the Mantineans and Eleans, 
wrho had quitted the Lacedsemonian interefl:, into 
league with them, along with the Argives. They 
then lent a marauding party to Pylos, from thence 
to make excurfions into Laconia. Tbm the war 
brc^e out ^efh. 

• Tliere were others joined m commiffion with him. 

+ Nicias inrided' that the Spartan* lliouM renounce their alli- 
ance with the B(E0tian>, bccaufe tbey had not acceded ta tba 
peace, 
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As the quarrel between Nicias! and AlcibiadtfS 
rofe daily to a greater height, the oflxacifm was pro- 
pofed. To this the people have recourfe at certain 
periods, and by it they expel for ten years any one 
who is fufpefted for his authority, or enrigd for 
his wealth. Both parties were greatly alarmed at the 
danger, not doubting that it would iall to the lot c^ 
_ -one of them. The Athenians detefted'tfae life and 
manners of Alcibiades, and at the fame time they 
dreaded his enterprifmg fpirit ; as we have related 
more at large in his life. As for Nicias, his riches 
cxpofed him to envy, and the rather, becaufe there 
was nothing focial or popular in his manner of liv- 
ing J on the contrary, his reclufe turn feemed owing 
to an inclination for oligarchy, and perfe&Iy in a 
foreign tafte. Befides, he had combated thor op>- 
nionSj and by making them purfue their own intereft 
againft' their inclination, was of courfe become ob- 
noxious. In one word, the whole was a difpute betweeat 
-the young who wanted war, and the old who were 
lovers of peace. The former endeavoured to make the 
oltracifm fall upon Nicias, and the latter on Alcibiades. 

But' in feditioiis bad men rife to honour. 

The Athenians being divided into two faftions, the 
fubtleft and mod profligate of wretches gained ground. 
Such was Hyperbolus of the ward of Perimois ; a 
man whdfe boldnefs was not- owing to any well- 
grounded influence, but whofe influence was owing 
to his boldnefs ; and who difgraced the dty by the 
credit be had acquired. 

This wretch had no apprehenfions of baniOiment 
by the honourable fudrage of the oltracifm, becaufe 
he knew himfelf fitter for a gibbet.. Hoping, how-- 
ever, that if one of thefe great men were baniflied, 
be Ihould be able to make head againft the other, he 
diffembled not his joy at this Ipirit of party, but 
ftrove to exafperate the people againft both. Nkias 
and Alcibiades taking notice of his malice, came to a 

private 
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pmate nuei'view, in vhich they agreed to unite thai 
■ intereftt; and by that means avoided the oftracilm 
themfetves, and turned it upon Hyperbolus. ' 

At firft the people were pleafed, and laughed at 
the ftrahge turn things had taken ; but upon recol- 
. leftion, it gave them great uneafinefe lo think that 
the oftracifm was dilhonoured by its falling upon a 
perfbn unworthy of it. They were perfuaded^ there 
was a dignity in that punifliment \ or rather^ that to 
fuch men as Thucydides and ArilHdes it was a pu- 
zufiiment -, whereas to Hyperbolus it was an honour 
which he might be proud of, fince his profligacy 
had put him on the fame lift with the greateft pa- 
triots. Hence Plato, the comic poet, thus fpeaks of 
him, ** No doubt, his crimes deferved chaftifement, 
•' but a very different chaftifement firom that which 
•' he received. The fhell was not defign£d for fuch 
•* wretches as he." 

In fa£t, no one afterwards was baniibed by it. He 
was the laft, and Hipparchus the Cholargian, a rela^ 
tion of the Tyrant, was the firft. From this event 
it appears how intricate are the ways of fortune, 
how incomprehenfible to human reafon. Had 
Nicias run the rifque of the oftracifm, he would 
either have expelled Alcibiades, and lived afterwards 
in his native city in full fecurityj or if it had been 
carried againft him, and he had been forced to retire, 
he would have avoided the impending ftroke of mi- 
fery, and preferved the reputation of a wife and ex- 
perienced general. I am not ignorant, that Theo- 
phraftus fays, Hyperbolus was baniflied in the con-, 
teft between Ph^^ and Alcibiades, and not io that 
with Nicias. But molt hiftorians give it as above 
related. 

About thi^ time the iSgefteans and Leontines 
fent w embjiflry, to defire the Athepians to under- 
take the Sicilian expetttion. Nicias oppofed it, but 
was over-ruled by the addrefs and ambition of Alci- 
biades. . Jnd^, Alcibiades had previoully gained 
^ C c 3 , ^® 
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die afiembly by his dlfcoarfes, and corrupted the 
people to fuch a degree with vain hopes, that the 
yoimg men in their places of exercile, and the old 
men in the fliops and other places where they con- 
verfed, drew plans of Sicily, and exhibited the nature 
of its feas, with all its ports and bearings on the . 
fide next Africa. For they did not confider Sicily 
as the reward of their operations, but only as-a place 
of arms; from whence they were to go upon the 
conqueft of Carthage, nay, of all Africa, and to 
make therafelves mailers of the feas within the 
pillars of HerciUes. 

While they were fo intent upon this expedition, 
Nicias had not many on his fide, either among the 
commons or nobiUty, to oppofe it. For the rich, 
fearing it might be thought they were afraid to ferve 
in perfon, or to be at the expence of fitting out men 
of war, fat filent, contrary to their better judgment. 
Kicias, however, oppofed it inde£itigably, nor did he 
^ve up his point afrer the decree was pa&d for the 
war, and he was eleded general along with Alci- 
biades and LamadiuE, and his name firft in the 
fuffrages; In the firft affembly which was held alter 
that, he rofe to diffuade them, and to protefl ' 
Bgainll their proceedings. In concluiion he attacked 
AJcibiades, for plunging the ftate in a dangerous and 
foreign war, merely with a view to his own eniolu> 
ment and fame. But his arguments had no eSe&. 
They thought a man of his experience the fitter to 
condud this enterprife ; and that nothing could 
contribute more to its fuccefs, than to unite his cau- 
tion with the fiery fpirit of Alcibiades, and the 
boldnefs of Lamachus *. Therefore, they were ftill 

more 

* la the ori^nal il U tui Aaptxt) w^wnira, tie mildttefi of Ijt' 
markm. But tt b plain, that fome .quality of Lamachus fbouM 
be here mentioned, which wanted to be qualified with the cantkoi 
of Nicias : and mildnefa could' not be that quality. A paHagc is 
the life of Alcibiades will help U3 to rectify the error in the text. 
flutaich there fpealiing of lamachus, fayS/ Aofiax** "^^u* *r°*~ 
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more confirnjed in their ,choice. Pefides, Itemo- 
ftratus, who of H\ the orators took moil pains to. 
encourage the people to that war, rqfe and faid, 
he would foon cut off all the escufes of Nicias j and 
immediately he propofed and carried an order, that 
the geijerals (houM have a difcretionary power to lay 
plans and put them in execution, both at home and^ 
abroad. 

It is faid, indeed, that the priefts ftrongly oppofed. 
the expedition. But Alcibiade^ fiad other diviners 
to fet againfi: them; and he gave it cut, that cer- 
tain anaent oracles prornifed the Athsnians great 
glory in Sicily. The envoys, too, who were fent to 
confult the oracle of Jupiter Ammon, returned with 
an anfwer impcirting that the Athenians would takfi 
all the Syraculans. 

If any of the citizens knew of bad prefages, they 
took care to conceal them, left they mould feem' to. 
pronoi^iV:e any thing inaufpicious of an entei^rize 
which their countrymen had too much at heart. JNcff 
would any warnings have availed, when they were 
aot moved at the moft cjear and obvious figns. Sych 
was the mutilation of the Hcrmx", whofe hea4& 
were all ilruck off in one night, except that which 
was called the Mercury of Andocides, and which 
had beeij confecrated by the tribe of Egeis, before the 
door of the perfon jult named. Such alfo was the " 
pollution of the altar of the tweh'e gods. A man 
got aftride, upon it, and there eniafculated himfelf 
with a ftone. In the temple of Delphi there was a 
golden ftatue of Pullas, which the Athenians had 

im, ijitK : tioMt fui^f trtai Nuai Ttt A^lll?»^I iixmf^ xai pi'ioKiift>r®> 

' Though LamachuB was an older man than AIcttMadu, yet on 
' forae occalions he had as tjMich fire as .he, and a courage bor- 
' dcring on temerity.' The word tjiarcfore, inftead of vfiunfta, 
fllould probably be hi^avtvix. 

* Thefe Merm^, or Hituea of Mercury, were fquare figurei 
placed (ty the Athenians at the gates of Iheir tempksj and the dootk 
of ihcirtoufes. 

C c 4 ere^ed 
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erefted upon a palm-tree of brafs, in commemora* 
tion of their viftory over the Medes : the crows came 
and beaked it for feveral days, and pecked off the 
golden fruit of the tree. 

The Athenians, however, faid, thefe were only 
fiftions propagated at Delphi at the inftigation of the 
Sytacufans. A certain oracle ordered them to fetch 
2, prieffefs of Minerva from ClazomenEe ; and when 
fhe came, they found her name was Ne/i/chia, by 
which the ■ ddty feemed to exhort them to conti- 
nue in quiet. Meton the adrologer, whether he was 
ftruck with thefe figns, or whether by the eye of 
human reafon he djfcovered the impending danger 
(for he had a command in' the army) feigned himfelf 
mad, and fet fire to his houfe. Others fay, he ufed- 
no pretence of madnefs, but having burnt down his 
houfe in the night, addrelTed himfelf next morning 
to the aflembly m a forlorn condition, and dffired the 
citizens, in compafHon for his misfortune, to excufe 
his fon, who was to have gone out captain of a galley 
to Sicily. 

The genius of Socrates *, on this occafion, warned 
that wife man by the ufual tokens, that the expedi- 
tion would prove fetal to Athens, He mentioned 
this to feveral of his friends and acquaintance, an^ 
the warning was commonly talked of. Many were 
■ likewife greatly difcouraged on account of the time 
when the fleet happened to be fcnt out. The wo- 
men were then celebrating the feafts of Adonis, 
during which there were to be feen in every quarter 
of the city images of the dead and funeral procef- 
fions; the women accompanying them with difmal 
lamentations. So that thofe who took any account 
of omens, were full of concern for the fete of 
their countrymen. They trembled to think that an 
armament fitted out at fo vaft an expence, and which 
made fo glorioys ^n appearance, would foon lofe its 
confequence, 

♦ In Theag, 

As 
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As for Nicias, he ftiew«d himfelf a wife and worthj 
man, in oppofing the expedition while it was %mdet 
confideration j and in not fuffering himfelf, after it 
was refolved upon, to be dazzled by vain hopes or 
\>y the eminence of hie pod, fo as to depart £rom his 
opinion. Neverthelefs, when he cquld neither di- 
vert the people from their purpofe, nor by all his 
efforts get himfelf excufed from taking the com- 
mand, but was placed, as it were by violence, at the 
head of a great army, it was then no time for cau« 
tion and timid delay. He fhould not then hive 
looked back from his ft)ip like a child ; nor by a 
multitude of proteflations that his better counfels 
Were over-ruled, have diflieartened his colleagues, and 
abated the ardour of his troops, which alone could 
give him a chance of fuccefs. He {hould have i^me* 
diately attacked the enemy with the utmoft vigour, 
and made Fortui^e bluih at the calamities Ibe was 
preparing. 

But his conduct was very different. "When La- 
machus propofed to make a defceni ciofe by Syra- 
cufe *, and to give battle under the walls ; and Alci- 
blades was of opinion, they ftiould firft reduce the 
cities that owned the authority of Syracufe, and ' 
then march againll the principal enemy : Nicias op> . 
^fed both. He gave it for coalUng along Sicily 
■without any a£t of hoftility, fuid (hewing what an 
armament they had. Then he was for returning to 
Athens, after having left a fmall reinforcement with 
the ^gefteans, as a tafte of the Athenian ftrength. 
Thus ne intercepted all their fchenies, and broke 
down their fpirits. 

The Athenians, foon after this, called Alcibiades 
home to take his trial ; and Nicias remained, joined 
indeed with another in commiffion, but firll in au- 
thority'. There was now no end of his delays. H? 
either made an idle parade of failing along the coalt, 
or elfe fat iUll deliberating ; till th^ fpirit of confix 
*Tid.THucYD. L.Ti. 
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dence which buoyed up his own troops was evapo- 
rated and gone, as well as the conderuatioa with 
which the enemy wwe feized at the firft fight of hi* 
armatnent. 

It is true, before the departure of 'Alcibiades, they 
had failed towards Syracul'e with fixty gallies, fiity of 
which they drew up in line of battle before the har- 
bour: the other ten they fent in to reconnoitre the. 
place. Thefe advanced to the foot of the walls, and 
by proclwnation invited the Leontines to return 
to their old habitations *. At the fame time they- 
happened to take one of the enemy^s veiTels, with the' 
regUlers on board, in which all the Syracufans were; 
fet down according to their tribes. They ufed t» 
be kept at fome diftance from the city in the tern-* 
pk c^ Jupiter Olympius, but y/ere then fent for ta 
be examined, in order to the forming a lift of per« 
Cans able to bear arms. When thefe regiiters were 
brought to the Athenian generals, and fuch a prodip* 
gjous number of names was difplayed, the diviners." 
were greatly concerned at the accident; thinkiag the 
prophecy, that the Athenians ftiould take all the Sy- 
racufans, might poiUbly in this have its entire ac- 
compliihment. It is averted, however, that it had 
' its accomplilhmeut oh another occaAoo, when Cal- 
UppUB the Athenian, after he had killed Dion, made 
himfelf mafter of Syracufe. 

When Alcibiades quitted Sicily with a fmall re- 
tinue, the whole power devolved upon Nicias. La- 
macbus, indeed, was a man of great courage and 
honour, and he freely expcfed his perfffli in time of 
adioni but his circumftances were fo' mean, thrt 
n^euever he gave in his accounts of a campaign, he 

* They ordered prpdamation to be made by a hendd, that lb» 
Athenians Were come to rdtote thel^ontines to their country, 
in virtue of the relation and alliance l>etween them. In confe- 
quence of which, fuch of the Leimtines as were in Syracufe, had 
notbiiu; to do but repair to the Atbenions, who would take care lo 
conduit them, 

charged 
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charged a fmall fum for clothes and fandals. KU 
cias, on the contrary, befide bis other advantages, 
doived great authority from his eminence both as &> 
wealth and name. We are told, that on another oc- 
caiion, when the Athenian generals met in a cound! 
of war, Nicias defired Sophocles the poet to ^ve his 
op'inion firft, becaufe he was the oldeft man. ** It is 
** true,*' iaid S(q>hocles, *' I am older in refpe£i of 
** years ; but you are older in refpeft of fervice." 
In the fame manner he now bronght Lamachus to 
aft under his orders, though he was the abler general $ 
and his proceedings were for ever timid and dilatory^ 
At fixit he made the circuit of the illand with his . 
ihips at a great diftance from, the enemy ; which 
ferred cuily to raife their fpirits. His firfl: operation 
was to lay fiege to the little town of Hybia ; and not 
fucceeding in that afiair, he expofed himfelf to the 
utmoft contempt. Afterwards he retired to Cataui^ 
without any other expldt than that of ruining Hycara, 
a finall plibce fubjed to the barbarians. Lais the 
courtezwi, who was then a girl, is faid zo have been 
fold among the prifoners, and carried from thence to 
Felopc»mefu3. 

Towards the end of the fummer, he was informed, 
the Syracufans were come to that degree of con< 
fidence, that they defigned to attack him. Nay, fome 
of their cavalry rode up to his trenches, and aiked 
his troops in great derifion, " Whether they were 
** not rather come to fettle in Catana themfelveSj 
** than to fettle the Leontines in thdr old habi- 
** tafi'^ns ?" 

Nicias now, at laft, with much difficulty deter- 
nuned to fail for Syracufe. In order to land his 
forces, and encamp them without running any rifque, 
he fent a perfon of Catana before him, who, under 
pretence of being a deferter, fhoiild tell the Syra- 
cufans, that if they wapted to furprife the enemy'* . 
camp in a defencelefs ftate, and make themfelvef 
ntaiters of their arms and baggage, they had nothing 

to 
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to do but to march to Catana with all their forces off 
a day that he mentioned. For the Athenians, he 
faid, pafTed the greateft part of their time within the 
vails ; and fuch of the inhabitants as were friends 
to the Syracufans, had determined upon their ap- 
proach, to ftiut in the enemy, and to burn thai fleet. 
At the fame time he alTured them, their partizans 
•p-ere very numerous, and waited with impatience for 
their arrival^. 

This was the heft aft of generallhlp Nicias per- 
formed in Sicily. Having drawn by this means the 
enemy's forces out of Syracufe, fo that it was left 
almoll without defence, he failed thither from Catana, 
made himfelf matter of their ports, and encamped in 
a fitiiation, where the enemy could leaft annoy him 
by that in which their chief ftrength confifted, and 
where he could eafily e^ert ^he ftrength in which he 
vas fuperior. 

The Syracufans, at thdr return from Catana, drew 
up before the walls, and Nicias immediately attacked 
and beat them. They did not, however, lofe any 
great number of men, becaufe their cavalry ftopped 
the Athenians in their purfuit. As Nicias had broken 
down all the bridges that were upon the river, he 
gave Hermocrates opportunity to encourage the Sy- 
racufans by obferving, " That it was ridiculous in 
*' Nicias to contrive means to prevent fighting j as 
•* if fighting was not the bufinefs he came about." 
Their confternation, indeed, vras fo great, that, in- 
ftead of the fifteen generals they had, they choit 
three others, and the people promifed upon oath, 
to indulge them with a power of atting at- dif- 
cretion. 

The temple of Jupiter Olympius was near the 
camp, and the Athenians were defirous to take it, 
becaufe of the quantity of its rich offerings in gold 

* Nicias knew tie could not make a defcent from hia fliipt near 
Syracufe, becavife the inhabiUnte were prepared for him ( nor could 
he goby land for. want of cavalry. 

an4 
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"and lilver. But Ntcias induflrioufly pat oS the at- 
tack, and fufiered a SyracuTan gatrifon to enter it; 
perfuaded that the plunder bis troops might get tiiere, 
would be of no.fervice to the public, and that he 
ftould bear all the blame of the facrilege. . 

The news of the vidory foon fpread over the 
whole iJIand, but Nicias made not the leaft improve- 
ment of it. He foon retired to Naxos *, and wintered 
there ; keeping an ariliy on foot at a great expence, 
and eSeAing but little ; for only a few Sicilians came 
over to him. The Syracufans recovered their fptrit* 
again fo as to make another excurfion to Catana, in 
which they ravaged the country, and burnt the 
Athenian camp. Meanwhile all the world cenfured 
Nicias, and laid, that by his long deliberations, 
delays, and excrctne caution, he loll the time for 
adion. When he did act, ihere was nothing to be 
blamed in the manner of it : For he was as bold and 
rigorous in exeputing, ai he was timid and dilatory 
in forming a refolution. 

When he had once determined to return with hi« 
forces to Syracufe, he conduced all his movements 
with fo much prudence, expedition, and fafety, that 
he had gained the Peninfula of Thapfos, difembarked 
his men, and got polTefTion of Epipola:, before the 
enemy knew of his approach. He beat on this oc- 
cafion fome infentry that were fent to fuccour the fort, 
and made three hundred prifoners ; he likevidfe routed 
their cavalry, which was thought invincible. 

But what moft aftoniflied the Sicilians, and ap- 
peared incredible to the Greeks, was, that in a Aort 
ipace of time he enclofed Syracufe with a wall, a 
city not lefs than Athens, and much more difficult 
to be furrounded by fuch a work, by reafon of the ' 
unevennefs of the ground, the vicinity of the fea, and 
the adjoining marines. Add to this, that it was al- 
moit efie^d by a man whole health was by no 

* A city betweea Syracufe and Catana. 

means 

L:,.i,-z__iv,CoOg[c 



39» - PLUTARCH'a LIVES. 

meani equal to fuch an undertalpng, for he vat 
afilided with the (tone; and if it was not entirely 
fiiiiihed, vie mu(t impute it to that drcumftance. 

X cannot, indeed, but admire the attention of the 
general and the invincible courage of the foldiers, in 
effecting what they did, in this as well as other in- 
fiances. Euripides, after their defeat and death, 
wrote this epitaph for them ; 

Eight trophies thefe from Syraciife. obtaiti'd 
Ert yet the gods were partiaL 

And in faS we find that the Athenians gained not 
only eight, but feveral more viftories of the Syracu- 
fens, till the gods or fortune declared againft them, 
at a time when,they were arrived at the higheft pitch 
of power. Nicias forced himfelf, beyond what his 
health would allow, to wttend moft of the a^ons in 
peribn ; but when his diftemper was very violent, he 
was obliged to keep his bed in the camp, with a few 
fervants to wait upon him. 

Mean tune, Lamachus, who was now commander 
in chief, came to an engageirient with the Syracu- 
fans, who were drawing a crofs wall from the dty, 
to hinder' the Athenians from finifhing theirs. TTie 
• Athenians generally having the advantage, went in 
too diforderly a manner upon the purfuit ; and it 
happened one day that Lamachus wasileft almoft 
alone to receive the enemy's cavalry. Callicrates, an, 
officer remarkable for his ftrength and courage, ad- 
vanced before them, and gave Lamachus tiie chal- 
lenge ; which he did not decline. Lamachus re- 
ceived the firft wound, which proved mortal, but he 
returned it upon his adverfary, and they fell both to^ 
gether. The Syracufans remaining mafter; of the 
body and arms of Lamachus, carried them off; and 
without lofing a moment, marched to the Athenian 
camp, where Nicias lay without any guards to defend 
him. Soufed, however, by neceflity and the fight of 
his danger, he ordered thofe about \eaa. to fet fire 

to 
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to the marerials before the entrenchments ^vliidi 
were provided for the machines, and' to the ma- 
chines thcmfdves; This put a Aop to the Syra- 
cufans, and faved Nicias, together with the Athenia& 
camp and bag'gage ; for as foon as they beheld the 
flames rifing ih vaft columns between the camp and 
them, they retired. 

.Nicias now remained fole commander, bilt he ^^4 
reafon to form the moft fanguine hopes of fuccefs. 
The cities declared for him, and (hips laden with 
provifions came daily to his camp ; his J^iirs bang 
in fo good a train that the Sicilians ftrove which 
fliou[d firft exprefs their attachment. The Sytacu- 
fans themfelves, defpairing of holding out much 
longer, began to talk of propofals for an accdfu- 
modation. Gylippus, who was coming from Lae&> 
daemon to their fuccour, being informed of the WaB 
with which they were enclofed, and the ejiWemiatS 
they were reduced to, continued his voyage, not tvith 
a view to Sicily, which he gave up for loft, ibut, tf 
pofiible, to fave the Greek cities in Italy. For thfe 
Venown of the Athenians was now very extenfive j 
it was reported that they carried all before them, and 
that they had a general whofe prudence, as *ell is 
good fortune, rendered him invincible. Nidias hiih- 
lelf, contrary to his nature, was fuddenly elated by 
his prefent -ftrength and fuccefs j_ the more fo, be- 
caufe he was perfdaded, upon private -intelligence 
ftom Syracufe as well as more public applicatior*, 
thst the city was about to capitulate. Hence k 
Was, that he took no accoimt of the approach of 
XSylippus, nor placed any regular guard to prevent 
his coming alhote; fo that, fcreened by this Httet * 
negligence, Gylippus landed with fafety. It vris 
at a great diftance from Syracufe,- and he found 
means to colleft a confiderable army. But the Sy- 
racufans were fo fer from knowing or expefting his 
arrival, that thdy had affembled that very day to con- 
fider <tf articles of capitulation : nay, fome were foir 

coming 
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coffung to terms that moment, before the city waf 
.abfolutely ~ enclofed. For there was but a ftnall 
part of the wall unfiiiiflied, and all the neceffary 
materials were upon the fpot. 

At this critical and dangerous inflant, GongyliiS 
arrived from Corinth with one galley of three bankt 
of oars. The whole town was in motion, as might 
.naturally be expefted. He told them, Gylippus 
.would foon come, with feveral other ihips, to their 
fticcour. They could not give entire credit to Gon- 
gylus ; but while they, were weighing the matter, a 
meflenger arrived from Gylippus, with orders that 
they inould march out to join him. Immediately 
upion this, they recovered thdr fpirits, and armed. 
.GyUf^us foon arrived, and put his troops .in 
-order of battle. As Nicias was drawing up agauift 
him, Gylippus refted his arms, and fent a herald 
with an offer of fafe condudt to the Athenians, 
if they would quit Sicily. Nicias did not deign 
to give him any anfwer. But fome of the fojdiera 
aflted him by way of ridicule, " Whether the Sy- 
** racufans were become fo ftrong by the arrival of 
" one Lacediemonian cloak and llafi, as to defpife 
, •' the Athenians, who had lately knocked off the fet- 
," ters of three hundred Spartans and releafed them, 
** though all abler men, and better haired than 
** Gylippus?" 

Timseus fays, the Sicilians let no great value upoK 
Gylippus. For in a Uttle time they difcovered his 
fordid avarice <md meannefs ; and, at his firfl appear- 
ance, they laughed at his cloak and head of hair>- 
Tet the. fame hifforian relates, that a^ foon as Gy* 
lippus fhewed himfelf, the Sicilians gathered about 
him, as birds do about an owl, and were ready txr 
, follow him wherever he pleafed. And the latter aC' 
count has more truth in it than the former, hi th& 
It^ff and cloak they beheld the fymbols of the Spar< 
.pa dignity, and therefore reputed to them. Thtu 
0dide» alio tells us, that GyUppus was the only maik 
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wtw faved Sicily, and PhiliRus, a citizen of Sy- 

ractife, and an eye- witnefs of t hofe tranfa£lions, does 
the fame. 

In the lirfl engagement, the Athenians had the 
advantage, and killed fome of the Syracufans. Gon- 
gylus of Corinth fell at the fame time. But the 
next day, Gylippus fliewed them of what confe- 
quence is experience in a general: wiih the very 
fame, arms and horfes, and on the fame fpot, by 
only altering his order of batlle *, he beat the 
Athenians, and drove them to their camp. Thea 
taking the ftones and other materials which they 
had brought for their wall, he continued the crofs- 
wall of the Syracufans, and cut through theirs in 
fuch a Ynanner, that if they gained a vi£tory, they 
could make no advantage of it. 

Encouraged bychisfuccefSftheSyracufansmanned 
feveral veflels ; and beating about the country with 
tlieir cavalry and allies, they made many prifoners. 
Gylippus applied to the towns in pcrfon, and ihey 
readily lifiened to him, and lent him all the affi- 
ance in their power. So that Nicias, rel^pfing into hjs 
former fears and defpondence, at the light of fuch 4 
change of affairs, applied to the Athenians by letter, 
cither to fend another army, or to recal that which 
he had; and at the fame time be defired them by al) 
means to difmifs him from the command, on ac- 
count of his infirmities. 

The Athenians had defigned fome time before to 
fend another army into Sicily; but the envy which 
the firfl fuccefs of Nicias had excited, had made 
them put it oiF upon feveral pretences. Now, how- 
ever, they haftened the fuccours. They likewife 
came to a refolution, that DemoQhenes Ihould go in 

* He had the addrefs to. impute the late defeat to himCelfi and 
to affure his men that their behaviour was irrcproacbabie. H; 
laid, that by rangiag tbcm the day before between walls, where' 
their aralty and ardteri had not room to ^, l)c hail prtrsotfi 
their conquering. 
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the fpring with a refpeflable fleet ; and ihat Etiiy- 
mcdon •, without waiting till winter wa's over; 
fliould carry money to pay the troops, and acquaint 
^icias that the people had pitched upon Eutbyde- 
muG and Menander, officers who then ferved under 
faim, to afTift him in his charge. 

Meantime, Nicias was fuddenly attacked both by 
feairid land. At firft, part of his fleet was worfted ; 
but in the end he proved vifiorious, and funk many 
of the enemy's ihips. He could not, however, fuc- 
cour his troops by land, as the exigence of the cafe 
required. Gylippus made a fudden attack upon the 
fort of Plemmyrium, and took it ; by which means 
he became matter of the naval ftores of the Athe. 
nians,. and a great quantity of treafure; which had 
been lodged there. Moft of the garrifon were either 
killed or taken prifoners. ' But, what '^as flill a 
greater blow to Nicias, by thfc lofs of this place he loft 
the convenience of his convoys, For.wniJe he had 
Plemmyrium, the communication was f^fe and eafy j 
but when that was taken,his fupplies could not reach 
him without the utmoil difliculty, becaufe his tranf- 
porta tould not pafs without fighting the enemy's 
fcips, which lay at anchor under the fort. 

BeGdes, the Syracufans thought their flefet was 
beaten, not by any fuperior ftrcngth they had to 
combat, but h^ their going id a diforderly manner 
upon the purfuit. They therefore fitted out a more • 
Tfefpeftable fleet, in order for another aftion- Nicias, 
however, did not choofe at prefent to try the iffiie of 
another riayal fight, but declared it very dbfurd, 
>^hen a large reinforcement of Ihips and frefh troops 
was haftening to him under the conduft of t)e- 
mofthenes, to hazard a battle Vith a force fo much 
inferior and fo ill provided. 
._ On the other hand, Nfenander and Euthydemiii^ 
who were appointed to a temporary ih^re in the 
(bminandt ^ere )ed by their ainbitio& and jealtnfyttf 
* ^wymedoa wnt wjtb ten pSm. 
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.t>emofthenes and Nichis, to ftrike Same extraDrdi- 
nary ftroke, in order to be beforehand with the one, 
and to outdo the moll Otining actions of the other* 
Their pretence was the glory of Athens, which thejr 
faid would be utterly lou, if they (hewed any fear 
of the Syracufati fleet. Thus they over-ruled Niciw, 
and gave battle. Butthey were foon defeated by a 
ftratagem of Arifton the Corinthian, who was a moft 
excellent feaman *. Their left wing, asThucydJdes 
relates, 'was entirely routed, and they loft great 
numbers of their men. This lofs threw Nicias into 
the gteateft conftemation. He reflected upon the 
checKS he had met with while he had the fole com- 
mand,atid that he had now mifcarried again through 
the pbftinacy of his colleagues. 

While he was indulging thefe refle£tions, Demot 
theoes appeared before the port with a very gallant 
and formidable fleet. Hehad feventy-three gaTleysf> 
on board of which were 6ve thoufand heavy-armed 
foldiers, and archers, fpearmen, and flingers, to the 
number of three thouland. Their armour glittered, 
the ftreamers waved,and the prows of the fhips were 
adorned with a variety of rich paintings. He ad- 
vanced with loud cheers and martial mulic, and the 
whole was conduced 'in a theatrical manner, to 
ftrike terror into the enemy. 

The Syracufans were ready to fall into defpair 
again. They iaw no end or truce to their miferies ; 
their labours and conflidls were all to begin anew, 
and they had been prodigal of their blood to no pur- 
pofe. NiciaB,however,hadn9tlong to rejoice at the 

* AriOon tdvifed t}ie captains (tf the gallics to have refrcfluncnts 
ready for their men on toe Ihore, wbih the Athenians imagined 
they went into the town for them. The Athenians, thus deceivQJ, 
landed and wcnttodinner likewife. In the meantime theSyni- 
oaCuu, having made as expeditious meal, n-imbarkcd, and gt- 
OKked the Athenian Ibips.when tbere was Icarce any body to de- 
ftttdUiem. 

f piodorus Sicwlui ;nakes them three hundred and ten. 
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Iimval tif ftich an army; At the firft- interview, 
Demonheries vyapted him to attack tfie enemy, that 
they might take Syracufe by an immediate and deci- 
sive ftroke, and retyrn again with glory to Athens. 
!Nicias, aftonilhed at his heat and precipitation, de- 
fired him to adopt nd rafh or defperate meafurcs. 
He aiTured h!m, delay would make agsinfl the 
enemy, fince they were alre&dy in want of money, 
and ttieir allies wculd foon quit both tTiem and their 
caufe. Cotifequently, when they began to feel the 
hard hand of neceflity, they would apply to him 
again, and furrerider upon terms, as they were go- 
ing to do before. In fa£i, Nicias had a private un- 
derftanding with feveral perfon? in Syracufe, who 
advifed him to, wait with patience, becaufe the inha- 
bitants were tired out with the war, and weary of 
Gylippusi and when their neceflities Ihould become 
» little more prefling, they would give up the dif- 
pute. 

As Nicias mentioned thefe things in an enigma- 
tical manner, and did not choofe to fpeak out, it 
gave occ3fi<yn to the other generals to accufe him of 
timidity, *' He is coming upon us," fajd they, 
" with his old delays, dilatory, flow, over-cautious 
** counfels, by which the vigour and ardour of his 
" troops was Joft. When he fhould have led them 
'* on immediately,he waited till their fpirit wasgone, 
*' and the enemy ^gan to look upon them with 
" contempt." The other officers, therefore, liftened 
to Demoftnene/, and Nicias at laft was forced to give 
pp the point. /■ 

Upon this, Demoflhenes put himfelf at the head 
of the land forces, and attacked 'Epipoix in the 
night- As he came upon the guards by furprife, 
he killed many of them, and routed ihofe who ftood 
upon their defence, Not content with this advan- 
tage.he proceeded ti|Ihe came to the quarter where 
the ^asQtijiDS were polled. TTiefp clofed their ranks, 
^nfl firll' ch^r^e4 the AtheQiaqs, advancing with le- 
.. '. , veiled 
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velltid pikes and with &I1 the alarm of voices; by 
which means theyrepulfed thtmt and killed a con^ 
fiderable number. Terror and confufipo ipread 
> through the reft of the army. They who ftill kept 
their ground, and were viGorioiIs, were encountered 
by thofe that fled ; and they who were marching 
dawn from Epipoise to fupport the forecmift bands* 
were put in diforder by the fugitives j for they fell 
foul on one another, and took their friends for 
enemies. The confufion, indeed, waf itiexpreflible, 
occafioned by their fears, the uncertainty of tbeii' 
movementa, and the impoffibllicy of difcerning ob- 
jefts as they could have vyilhed,, in a night which 
was neither quite dark nor fuHjciently clear j thd 
moon being near her fetting, and the little Jight flic 
gave rendered ufelefs.by the (had^of fg many bodies 
and weapons moving to and fro. Hence t,he appre* 
hen6ons of meeting with an enemy, made the Athe- 
nians fufpe^t their friends, and threw them into the 
utmoft perplexity and dilirefs. They happened^ 
too, to hav,c the moon upon their baclj.s, which caft* 
iDg their fliadows before them, both hid the number 
of their men and the glittering of theirarmsi whercT 
as (he refle£tion from the Ihields of the enemy, made 
them appear more numerous, and better armed that* 
they really were. At.laft, they turned their backs, 
and vtere entirely routed. The. enemy prefled harcj 
upon them on all tides, and killed great numbers. 
Many others met their death in the weapons of their 
friends. Not a few fell head-long from the rocks 
or walls. The reft were difperfed about the fields, 
where they were picked up the next morning by the 
cavalry, and pyt to the fword. The Athenians loft 
<wb tlioufand men in this a£iion; and a very few 
relumed with their arms to the head- quarters. 

This was a fevere blow to Nicias, though it was 
what he expe£ted ; and he inveighed againft the 
rath proceedings of Demofthenes. That general 
defended himfelf as well as he could^but at the fame 
.^. D d 3 ■ time 
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time gave it as his opinion, that they Ifaonid embark 
and return home as faft as poffible. " We cannot - 
■* hope," faid he, *' either for another army, or to 
* conquer with the forces we have. Nay, fuppofing 
** we liarl the advantage, we ought to relinqcit(h a 
** fituation, which is well-known at all times to ba 
•' unhealthy for the troops, tmd which now we find 
** ftiH more fatal from the fcafon of the yeaf."^ k 
wp, indeed, the beginning of autumn ; imnbers 
were fick, and the whole army was dispirited. 

' Ncvcrthelefs, Nicias could not bear to hear erf" re- 
thitig home ; not that he was afraid of -any oppofi- 
tion from the Syracufans, but he dreaded the Athe- 
nian tribunals and unfair impeachments there. He 
thenffiore replied, *" That there was no great and vi- 
•* fible danj;erat prefcnt; and, if there were, he had 
'' rather dte by the hands of the enemy, than thofe 
" of his fellow-citizens." In this refpeft he greatly 
difieredfrom Leo of Byzantium, who afterwards faid 
to his countn'men* **I had rather die fqr you, than 
** with yoti. • Nicias added, *' That if it fiiould 
" appear neceffary to encamp in another place, th^ 
** might confidcr of it at their Icifure." 

Demofthenes urged the matter no ^rther, becaufe 
his former counfels had proved unfortunate. And 
he was more willing to fubmtt, becaufe he faw others 
perfuaded, that it was the dependance Nicuis had 
on his correfp(mdence in the town, which made him 
fo ftrongJy oppofe their return to Athens. But, as 
freih forces came to the alliftance of the Syracufans, 
and the Ccknefs prevailed more and more in the 
Athenian camp, Nicias himfelf altered his opinion, 
and ordered the troops to be ready to embark. 

£very thing accordingly was prepared for em- 
barkation, and the enemy paid no attention to theft 
movements, becaufe they did not expe£t them. £ut 
in the mght there happened an eciipfe of the moon, - 
at which Nicias and all the- reft -were ftnidc with a 
great panic, eitherlhrough igaorane« or fuperiUtion. 

As 
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As tot an ecllpfe of the fun, whicti happens at the 
con]uii£lion, even the common peopIehadTomeideji 
of its being caufed by the interpofition of the moon- ' 
But they could not eafily form a conception, by the 
interpofition of what body, the moon, when at the 
full-, Ihould fuddcniy Ipfe her %bt> and afltime fuch 
a variety of colours. They looked upon it therefore 
as a ftrange and preternatural phxnomeiion, afign 
by which the gods announced fome great calamity." 
Anaxagoras was the firft who with any clearneft 
and certamty {hewed in what manner the moon vras 
illuminated and overfhadowed. But he yras an au- 
thor of no antiquity^, nor was his treatife muc)l 
^nown i it was confined to a few bands, and conv< 
.municated with caution and under the feaj of fe* 
x:recy. For the people had an averfioo to natur;^ 
jjhilofophers, and thofe who were then called S^e- 
teorolejckx {inquiry's into the nature ofmtteorsj, fuf(- 
pofing that they injured the divine bower an^ provt- 
.dence by afcribing things to infeniate caufes, u^^fl- 
telligent powers, and inevitable neceflity. Prptagq- 
jtas was forced to fly on account of fuch a fyftem j 
and Anaxagoras was tlirown into prifon, from 
whence Pericles with great difficulty got him deli- 
vered. £ven Socrates t> who meddled not with 
pbylfcs, loft his life for philofophy. At laft the 
;glory of Plato enlightened the world* and h\a 
;doftrine was generally received, both on account qi 
Wis life, and his fubjeSing the neceflity of natifral 
.cayfes to a qiore powerful and divine principle. 
Thus he,Keraoyed all fufpicion of impiety from uich 
refearcbes, and brought .tli)e Itudy of mathematics 

* He wai contemporarr with Ferkles, and with Nici^ too i 
for he died the Erft year of the fcighty-eighth olympiad, and Ifl- 
cias was killed the fourth year of the nioety-firft.- 

f SocratesicllEUs inhisapolo£]r,ihat hcbadbeeaacculedof a 
crininal curioficy in prying into the be»ens, and into the abyirea 
of the earth. However he could not befaid to lofehliljAfitrtiii 
. philofiiphy, '£> tawh as.forhit tbeotogy. 

D d 4 iQto 
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into fafliion. Hence U was, that his friend Dion, 
though the moon was eclipfed at the time of bis 
going from Zacynthus againft Dionyfius, was not 
IB the leaft difconcerted, but purfued his voyage, 
and expelled the tyrant. 

it was a great unhappinefs to Nicias,that he had 
not then with him an able diviner. Stilbides, whom 
he employed on fuch occafions.andwhoufedtolcffen 
the influenccof his fupcrfiilion, died a little before. 
Suppofing the eclipfe a prodigy, it could not, as 
Philocorus obferves, be inaufpicious to thofe who 
wanted to fly, but on the contrary very favourable. 
■For whatever is tranfafted with fear,feeks the fhades 
of'darkhefs; light is the worft enemy. Befides, on 
other occafions, as Auticlides * remarks in his Com- 
mentaries, there were only three days that people 
refrained from bufinefs after an eclipfe of either fun 
or moon; whereas Nici'as wanted to (lay another 
entire revolution of the moon, as if he could not fee 
"her as bright as ever, the moment fhe paffed the 
fliadow caufed.by the interpofition of the earth. 
• He quitted, however, almoft every other care, and 
•fhfftiil obferving his facrifices, till the enemy canje 
tiporihim, and inverted his walls and entrenchments 
with their land'forces, as well as circled the harbour 
■wilht^eirfieet. Notonly the men from their fliips, 
■biifthe very boys from fiihing boats and fmall 
'banks, challenged the Athenians to rome out, and of- 
'fered them every kind of infult. One of thefe boys, 
named HeracUdes, who was of one of the heft fami- 
'Ites in Syracufe, advancing too far, was purfued by an 
t Athenian veffel, and very near being taken. His 
uncle Polhchus feeing his danger, made up with ten 
^Uies which were under his command; and others, 
in fear for PoHichus, advanced to fupport him. A 
^fltarp conflict eofued, in which the Syracufans were 

• This Ihould probably be reid Antklidet ; for he fenm to be 
the Tame perfon wlioin Pluurch faasmuilioBcd io llie life «l Akl- 
uder, aiM ia his Xfis and Ofiris. 

vi£lorious» 
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viStonous, and Eurymedon and numbers more were 
killed. 

The Atlienians not brooking any farther deTay, 
with great indignation called upon their generals to 
lead them off by land. For the Syracufans, imme- 
diately after the vi^ory, blocked up the harbour. 
Nicias, however, would not agree to it; thinking it a 
cruel thing to abandon fo many iliips of burthen and 
near two hundred galleys. He therefore embarkcH 
his belt infantry, and a fele£t number of archers and 
fpearmen, and manned with them a hundred and ten 
galleys; as far as his rowers would fupply him. The 
reft of his troops he drew up on the more; aban- 
doning his great camp and his walls which reached 
to the temple of Hercules. The Syracufans had 
not for a long time offered the ufual facrilices to 
that deity, but now both the priefts and generals 
went to obferve the folemnity. 

Their troops were embarkedj and the infpe£lors 
of the entrails promifed the Syracufans a glorious 
viiftory, provided they did not begin the attack, but 
only repelled force with force. For Hercules, they 
faid, was vi6iorious only in (landing upon the de- 
fenfive, and waiting to be attacked. Thus inftruft- 
cd, the Syracufans let out. 

Then the great fea-fight began; remarkable not 
only for the vigour that was exerted, but for its cauf- 
ing as great a variety of pafllon and agitation in the 
fpe£lators as in the combatants themfelves. For thofe 
who looked on from the Qiore, could difcern every 
different and unexpefted turn it took- The Atheni- 
ans fuffered not more harm from the enemy, than 
they did from their own order of battle and the na- 
ture of their armament. Their (liipswere all crowded 
together, and were heavy and unwieldy befides, 
while thofe of the enemy were fo light and nimble, 
that they could eafily change their fituation, and at- 
tack the Athenians on all Udes. Add to this, that 
the Syrac^ns were provided with a vaft quantity of 
■ ' ^ ftones. 
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ftoDe$» vtucb feldQDi failed of thfiir effe^, wherevef 
difcharged ; and the Athenians had nothing to op-. 
pofe tQ tboo) buldarts.ud arrojvs.tht! flight ^f which ' 
■ v?s fo diverted by the niotion of the fliip, that few 
uf them cpuld reach their mar^c,. The enemy wasi 
put ypon this expedition by Ariflpn the Corinthian, 
\;ho, after he had given great proofs of his courage 
^d ability, fell, the moment that TiQory .was de- 
(JlaWng fw .the Syracufans. 

^fter this dreadful defeat and lofs, there Was r0. 
pc^ibUity of efcapingbyfea. At the fame time the 
A^l^en^ans (kw it was extremely difficult to- fave 
thecafelves by land. In this defpair they neither op- 
IKtCed the enemy who were feizme their veffels clbfe 
to .the fhoje, nor demanded their dead. They 
thought it not fo deplorable a circumftance to leave 
the dead without biiria], as to abandon the fick and 
wounded. And though they had great miferies be- 
, fore their eyes, they looked upon their own .cafe as 
f^UI moje unhappy, fmce they had many calamities 
to undergo, and were to meet the fame fate at laft. 
. They did, hofveverj defign to begin thetr march in 
the night. Gylippus faw the Syracufans employed 
in facnfices to the gods, and in entertaining their 
ifiends on account of the rl£iory, and the feaft of 
Hercules; and he knew that neither intreaty por 
force would prevail with them to leave the joys of 
,fefiivity, and oppofe the enemy's flight. But Her- 
^ociates*foundoutamethod to impofe upon Nicias. 
Jble fent perfoos in whom he could confide, who were 
to pretend they came from the old correfpondents of 
,th^t general within the toyvn ; and that their buHnefs 
W9s.to defire him not to march in the night, becaufe 
;the Syiacufans had laid feveral ambuSies for hini, 
4nd feized all the paQes. The ftratagem had its 

* Hermocrates was fenfible of what iniporiance it wai to pre 
vent Nicias from retiring oy land, Witb an army of forty .tlibu-> 
;£ind mcD-wbkli bcbad %U left, |w might have fortified kia^f |a 
,l9ipe sinft_ of Sicily, and icncwcil tbe war. 

• effea 
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cfled. Nicias iat filll iib the iimplicity' of his heart, 
fearing he fhouW really fall into the enemy's fnares. 
In the raorain J the enemy got out before laqa. Then 
indeed they did feize all the difHcult palTes; they 
threw up works agamft the £brds, bro^ down the- 
bridges, and planted their catalr-y wherever the 
ground was open and even ; fo that the Athenians 
could not move one flep without fighting. 

Th^e poCKT men lay clofc all that day and the night 
following, and then began theirmarch wit^ tears and 
loud lamentations; as if they had be^ going to quit 
their native eountry, not that of the enemy. Thejr , 
were, indeed, in great wantofproyi((on,anditwasa 
fliiferable circumftance to leave their lick and 
wounded friends and comrades behind them ; yet 
they looked upon their prefent mtsfortuaes as fmalj, 
in comparifon of thofe they had to expert. 

But, among the various fpe^tacles of mifery, therf 
.was not one more pitiable than Nicias himfelf ; op- 
preffed as he was with ficknefs, and unworthily rcr 
.^uced to hard diet and a feanty provifton, when hi^ 
infirmities required a liberal fupply. Yet in fpitc 
■of his ill health, he aflcd and endured piany thingp 
•which the more robiiil underwent not without dif- 
'ficulty. All this while his troops could not but o^ 
ferve, it was not for his own fake, or any attachmeitf 
10 life that he fubmited to fuch labours, bgt that he 
feemed ftiil tocherilfahope on their account. Whep 
forrow and fear brought others to tears and com,- 
plaints, if Nicias ever dropped a'tear among the reft, 
it was plain he did it from a refle£tion on the mife- 
-rableanddifgracefuIilTueof the war,wbich he hoped 
•to have finiftied with great honour and fuccefs. Nor 
•was it only the fight or his prefent mifery that moved 
'them, but when they recollefiled the fpeeches and 
warnings by which he endeavoured to difluade the 
people from the expedition, they could not but think 
ihis lot much more unhappy than he defervcd. AU 
their hopes, too^ofaffiftance from Heaven abandoned 

them, 
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i'hem, when ttiey oblerved that fo refigious a man ^B 
Nicias, one who had thought no espence too great 
in the fervice of the gods, had np better fortune thart 
the meaneft and moft prdfligate perfon in the. army.- 

Notwirhflanding all thefe difficulties, he dill en- 
ileavDured by the tone of his voice, by his looks, 
and every exprcflion of kindnefs to the foldiers, to 
fliew himfelf fuperior to his misfortunes.- Nay, 
through a march of eight days, though attacked and 
haraffed all the way by the enemy, heprcferved his 
own divifioD of the army tolerably entire; till De- 
moflhenes was taken prifoner, and the troops he had 
The conduS of, were furrounded, after a brave rc- 
ififtance, at a frnall place called Polyzdium. De- 
mofthenes then drew his fword and (tabbed himfelf, 
but as the enemy came immediately upon him and 
feized him, he had not time to give himfelf the 
finifhing flroke. 

Some Syracufans rode up to Nicias with this news, 
and he fent a few of his- own cavalry to know the 
Certainty. Finding from their account, that De- 
"mofihenes and his party were really prifoners, he 
begged to treat with Gylippus, and offered hoftages 
for paying the Syracufans the whole charges of the 
war, on condition theywould fuffer the Athenians to 
quit Sicily. The Syracufans rejefted the propofal 
with every mark of infolence and outrage, and tell 
again upon a wretched man whowas in want of all 
manner of neceffaries *. 

He defended himfelf, however, all that night, and 
continued his march the nextdaytothe river Afinarus. 
The enemy galled his troops all the way, ^nd when 
they came to the banks of the river, pulbed them ini 
Nay fome, impatient to quench their burning thirft, 
voluntarily plunged into the Itream. Then followed 

* But wta« thcfe brave people to blame? Was it not natural for 
them w ufe every means in their puwer to harafs and weaken an 
enemy, who bad ambttiouIlycoafideiedtbcircouQtry as a property? 
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a molt cruel fcene of blood and idaughter ; the poor 
■wretches being maffacred as they were drinking. At 
laft,Nlc!as threw himfelfatthefeet of Gylippus.and" 
fold, *' Gyltppus, you fliould fliewfomecompaffioii 
■ " amidft your vittory. I aflc nothing for tny&lf. 
" What is life to a man, whofe misfortunes are even 
" proverbial? But, with refpeS to the other Athe* 
" nians, methinks, you (hould remember that the 
" chance of war is uncertain, and with what hu- 
" manity and moderation they treated you, when 
** they were vi£torious." 

Gylippus was fomewhat affefted both at the fight 
of Nicias, and at his fpeech. He knew the good 
offices he had done the Lacedxmonians at the laft 
treaty of peace; and he was fenfible it would contri- 
bute greatly to his honour, if he could take two of 
the enemy's generals prifoners. Therefore, railing 
Nicias from the ground, he bade him take courage % 
and gaveorders that the other Athenians Ihouid have 
quarter. But as the order was flowly communicat- 
ed, the number of thofe that were favcd was greatly 
inferior to that of the flain ; though the foldiers 
fpared feverai, unknown to their officers. 

When the Syracufans had colleded all the pri- 
foners they could find into one body, they drelTed , 
fome of the talleft and ftraighteft trees that grew by 
the river, as trophies, with the arms they had taken 
from the enemy. After which, they marched home- 
ward, with garlands on their heads, and with their 
horfcs adorned in the moftfplendid manner; having 
firft (horn thofe of the Athenians. Thus they en- 
tered the city, as it were in triumph, after the happy 
termination of the ibarpeil difpute that ever fubfiited 
between Grecians, and one of the moft complete 
vitlories the fun ever beheld, gained by a glorious 
atKl perfevering exertion of firmnefs and valour. 

A geperal affembly of the people of Syraciiffi 
and ofhs -allies then was held, in , which Eurycl^ * 
* Diodonis Siculos calls him Diocles. ''- 

^- the 
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the onfor profxifed a d*cree, " That, in the firft 
" place, the day they toc^ Nicias Aould be obferved 
" as a feftival, with the title of Afinaria, from the 
** river where that great event took place, and that 
" it fliould be entirely employed in facrifices to the 
*• goda." This was the twenty-feventh day of the 
HKMith Cameui, called by the Athenians Metagit' 
m«n*. " As to the .prifoners, he propofed, that the 
** Athenian fervants and all the allies fhould be fold 
•• for ilaves; that fuch of the Athenians as were free- 
" menj and the Sicilians their partizans, fhould be 
" cotifirted t6 the quarries; and that the gCDcrals 
•* fliould be put to death." As the Syracufabs ac- 
ceflted the bill, Bermocrates tofe up and faid, " It 
" Was a more glorious thing to make a good ufe of a 
** Tiflory, than to gain one." But his motion raifed a 
Teat ferment in the Aflembly. Gylippus expreffing 
lis defire to have the Athenian generals, that he 
might carry them prifoners to Lacedsemoc, the Sy- 
racufans, now grown infolent with their good for-* 
tuncjioaded him with reproaches. Indeed, tneycould 
not well bear his feverity and Lacedaemonian rigour 
in command, while the war lafted. Befides, as Ti- 
mseus obferves, they had difcovered in him an ava- 
rice and meannefs, which was adileafe he inherited 
from his father CleandrideSi who was banifhed for 
taking of bribes. The fon, out oi the thoufand ta- 
lents which Lyfander fent by him to Sparta, iMir- 
ioined thirty, and hid them under the tiles of his 
faoufe. Being detected in it, he Sed his country wilh 
the utmdl difgrace ; as we have related more at 
iBTge in the life of Lyfander. 

Timsus does not agree with Phlliftus and Thu- 
cydidesj that Demofihenes and Nlcias were ftooed 

• Though it is not ofy,' as we hvit obfcrved io a iormtt Mtc^ 
to biing the Grecian months to tally with ours,, yet we agvee in 
this place with Dacier, that September is probably meaat, or part 
of it; becanfe Plutarcb had laid abovt, that the lickndsliad fetm 
withAutumg. 

to 

L,:-z__lv,G00g[c 



NiCfAfi^ 4>j 

to deatTi hy the Syracufain. Iiiftead of that, ht 
telh us, that Hermocrates fent one of his peo^fc, to 
acquaint thofe two generals with what Wraspaffingiii 
the a[rembly, and the meflengcr being admitted bi^ 
the guards before thu court was difmifled, tbe nti' 
happy meti difpatched tbemfelTCS. Their bodiei 
were thrown without the gates,andlay thereexpofeid 
to the view of all thofe who Wanted to enjoj' the 
rpeaacle. I am informed that a fliield, faid to be 
ihat of Nicias, is (hewn to this day in one of thfe 
temples at Syracufe; the exterior texture t>f ^hich 
is gold and purple, and executed with furprifing art. 

As to the other Athenians, the greateft part pe- 
rifhed in the auarries to which they were cotifined, 
by difeafes ana bad diet, for thev were allowed onlj- 
a pint of barley a-day, and half a pint of water, 
Many of thofe who were concealed by the foldiers, 
or efcaped by paffing as fervants, were fold for 
Ifevesj and ftigmatifed with the figure of a hbrfi 
upon thSir foreheads. Several of thefe, however, 
fubmitted to their fate with patience; and the rao^ 
defty and decency with which they behaved, were 
fuch, that they Were either foon releafed, or treated 
in their fervitude with great refpeft by their mafters. 

Some there were whd ofred their prefervation to 
Euripides. Of all the Grecians, his was the Mufe 
whom tbe Sicilians tt-erte moft in love with. Fhjtn 
every ftranger th^t landed in their illartd, they gJeaiV- 
ed fome fmall fpecinlen or portion of his \vorks, and 
communicated it with' pleafure to each other. It i$ 
faid that on this occafion a number of Athenians, 
upon their return home, went to. Euripides, and 
thanked him in the moft refpedfui manner for their 
bbligationfi tb his penj fottie having been enfran»* 
chifed for teaching their raafterS whaT they refliertr- 
bered of his poems, and others having gotten refrefti- 
ments when they were wandering about after the 
tattle for finging a few of bis verfes. Nor is this to 

be 
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be wondered at, fince they tell us, that when a-fhip 
from Caunus, which happened to be purfued by pi- 
rates, was goins to take flielter in one of their ports, 
the Sicilians at 6rft refufed to admit her ; but upon 
aflcing the crew whether they knew any of the verfes 
of Euripides, and being anfwered in the affirmative, 
they received both them and their veffel. 

The Athenians, we are told, did not give credit to 
the firft news of this misfortune ; the perfon who 
brought it not appearing to deferve their notice. It 
feems, a ftranger who landed in the Pirxus, as he 
fat to be ftiaved in a barber's Ihop, fpoke of it as an 
event already known to the Athenians. The barber 
no fooner heard it, but, before the ftranger could 
communicate it to any other perfon, he ran into the 
city ; and applying to the magiftrates, informed them 
of the news in open court. Trouble and difmay 
feized all that heard it. The magiftrates immediate- 
ly fummoned an aflembly, and introduced the in- 
formant. There he was interrogated of Whom he 
had the intelligence ; and as he could give no clear 
and pertinent anfwer, he was confidered as a forger 
of falfe news and a publjc incendiary *. In this light 
he was fattened to the wheel, where he bore the tor- 
ture for fome time, till at length fome credible per- 
fons arrived ; who gave a diftinfl account of the 
whole difafter. With fo much difficulty did the 
misfortunes of Nicias find credit among the Athe- 
nians, though he had often forewarned them that 
they would certainly happen, 

* Cafauban would infer from hence, that the Atheniani had a 
law for punifiiing the forgers of talfe news. But this perfon was . 
{nioifliea, not fo much at a forger of filfe news, as a public iocen* 
diary, who, by eliciting groundjefs terrors ill the people, aidc<| 
utd abetted their enemicf. 
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MARCUS CRASSUS, whofe iathrt had bohia 
- the office of cenfor, and been honoured with 
a triumph, was brought up in a fmall houfe with his 
two brothers. Theie married while their parents 
were living, uid they all eat at the fame table. 
This, we may fuppofe, contributed not a little to 
render him fober and moderate in his diet. Vpgti th$ 
death of one of his brothers, he took the *id(Sw and 
childrrai into his houfe. With refpeft to Svomen, 
there was not a man in Rome more regular i& his con- 
du£l ; though, when fomewhat advanced iQ y«itrs, he 
was fufpefted of a criminal commerce with one of th^ 
veftal virgins named Licinia. Licinia Was Impeach* 
ed by one Plotinus, but acquitted upon trial. It 
Teems, the veflal had a beautiful country-houfe, which 
Gra0us wanting to have at an under-price, paid his 
court to the lady with great aJTiduity, and thence 
fell under that fufpicion. His judges, knowing that 
avarice was at the bottom of all, acquitted him of the 
charge of corrupting the vellat : and he never let 
iter reft till ihe had fold him her houfe. 

The Romans fay, Craflus had only that one vice of 
avarice, which caft a fliade upon ms many virtues. 
He appeared, indeed> to have but one t^id quality. 

Vol. m. . f < becaufc 
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becaufe it was fo much ftronger and more powerful 
than the reft, that it quite obfcured them. His 
love of money i& very evident from the fize of his 
eftate, and his manner of raifing it. At firft it did 
not exceed threfe hundred talents But during his 
public employments, after he had confecrated the 
tenth of his fubftance to Hercules, given an enter- 
tainment to the people, and a fupply of bread-corn 
to each citizen for three months, he found, upon an 
exaft computation, that he was mailer of feven' 
thoufand one hundred talents. The grcateft part of 
this fortune, if we may declare the truth to his ex- 
treme difgrace, was gleaned from war and from fires; 
for he made a trafHck of the public calamities. 
"When Sylla had taken Rom£, and fold 'the eftates 
of thofe whom he had put to death, which he both 
reputed and called the fpoils of his enemies, he was 
defirous to involve all perfons of confequence in his ' 
crime, and he found in Craflus a man who refiifed no- 
kind of gift or purchafe. 

Craflus obferved alfo, how liable the city was to 
fires, and how frequently houfes fell, down; which 
misfortunes were owing to the weight of- the build- 
ings, and their (landing fo clofe together *. In con- 
fequence of this he provided himfelf with flaves who 
were caipenters and mafons, and went on collefling 
them till he had upwards of five hundred. ITien 
he made it his bufmefs to buy houfes that were 
on fire, and others that joined upon them ; and he 
commonly had them at a low price, by reafon of 
the fear and diftrefit the owners were in about the 
event. Hence, in time, he became mailer of great 
part of Rome. But though he had fo many work- 
men, he built no more for hinifelf than one houfe in 
which he lived. For he ufed to fay, '* That thofe 
" who love building will foon ruin themfclves, and 
" need no other enemies." , 

* The flreets were narrciw and cnxtftedj and'thc houfes cfaicfl/ 
of wood alter the Gauli had burnt th« cil/. 

Thougb 
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Though he had feveral filrer mines, and lands of 
gteat Tame, as well as labourers who turned them 
to the beft advantage, yet it may be truly a&rted, 
that the revenue he drew from thde, was nothing 
in comparifon of that produced by his flares. Such 
a number had he of them, and all ufcful in life, rea- 
ders, amanuenfes, book-keepers, llewards and cooks. 
He ufed to attend to their education, and often 
give them teffons himfelf j el^eeming it a principal 
part of the bufinefs of a mafter to inTpeft and take 
care of his fervants, whom he confidered as the living 
inftruments of oeconomy. In this he was certainly 
right, if he thought, as he often faid, that other mat- 
ters ftould be managed by fervants, but the fervants 
by the mafter. Indeed, ceconomics, fo hi as they 
regard only inanhnate things, ferve only the low pur- 
pofes of g^ ; but where they Regard human be- 
ings, they rife higher, and .form a confiderable branch 
of politics. He was wrong, however, in laying, 
■that no man ought to be efteemed rich, who could 
not with his own retinue maintain an- army. For, 
as Archidamus obferves, it never can be calcylated 
what fuch a monfter as war will devour ; nor, confe- 
quently, can it be determined what fortune is ftrffid- 
ent for its demands. Very different in this r^fpeft 
were the fentiments of CralTns from thofe of Ma- 
rius. When the latter had made a diftribudon of 
lands among his foldiers at the rate of fourteen 
acres a man, and found that they wanted more, 
he fmd, '* I hope no Roman will ever think that 
** portion of land too little, which is fufSdent to 
** maintain him." 

It muft be acknowledged, that Craffus behaved 
in a generous manner to ftrangers ; his houTe wa« 
aburays open to them. To which we may add, diat 
he ufed to lend money to . his friends without 
interefl:. Neverthelefs, his rigour in demanding hit 
indney the very day it was due, often made his 
fining fiyour a greater inconvenience than the 
E e » ■ paying 
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paying of iaterell would liave hem. As to his in- 
vitations, tliey were moft of them to the common*, 
ahy ; and though there was a fimplicity in the pro- 
yiflon, yet at the fame time there was a neatnefs and . 
unceremonjous welcome, which made it more agree- 
able than more expenlive tables. 

As' to his ftudies, he cultivated oratory, moft. 
particularly that of the. bar, whiuh had its fuperior 
utility. And though he might be reckoned equal, 
upon the whole, to the" firft-rate fpeakers, yet by 
his care and application he exceeded thofe whom na- 
ture had more. favoured. For there was not a caufe, 
however unimportant, to which he did not come pre- 
pared. Befides, when Pompey and Caefar and Cicero 
Tefiifed to {peak, he often rpie and finilhed the argu- 
ment in favour of the defendant. This attention of his 
to aflilt any unfortunate citizen, was a very popular 
thing. And his obliging manner in his common, 
nddrefs, had an equal charm. There was not a 
Roman, however mean and in^gnilicant, whom he 
did not falute, or whofe blutation he did not return, 
. by name. 

His knowledge ofhiftory is alfo faid to havefiecn 
«xtenfive, and he was not Tcithout a tafte of Arifto- 
tie's philofophy. In the latter branch he was aflift- 
ed by a philofopher named Alexander * ; a man who. 
gave the mofl: glorious proofs of his difinterefted 
and mild difpofition, durmg his acquaintance with 
C^afTus. For it is not eafy to fay, whether his po- 
verty was greater, when he entered, or when Tie left 
his houfe. He was ' the otdy friend that Crafliis 
w;ould take with him into the country ; on which oc- 
cafions he would lend him a cloak for the journey, 
but demand it again when he returned to Rome. 
Jhe patience of that man is truly admirablei 

■ * Xyian^T cot^&ana this might he Alexander the . MUcfian. 
who is alfo called RilyhiHor and CoiTKlius ; and who is faid tohara 
^udlbed in the timei ot SjUa. 

. particularly, 
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paltioilarly, if we confider that the pfaildbphy he 
profeffed did not look upon poverty as a thing indif- 
ferent*. But this was a bter drcutnftance in the life 
of Crallus. 

When the fadion of Giuia and Marius prevailed, 
it" foon appeared that they wwe not returning for 
any benefit to their country, but for the ruin and 
deftruSion of the nobility. Part of them they had 
already caught and put to death ; among whom were 
the &ther and brother of Craflus. Cralfus himfelf, 
who was then a very young man, efcaped the prefem: 
duiger. But, as he faw the tyrants had then* hunt' 
ers beating .about for him on all fides, he took 
three friends and ten Jervants with him, and fied 
with furpriiing expedition into Sp^n 5 where he had - 
attended bis iather during his prsctorflii^ and 
gained himfelf iriends> There, too, he found the 
niinds of men full of terror, and all trembling at the 
cruelty of Martus, as if he had been actually preTent ; 
therefore he did not venture to apply to any of his 
friends in public. Inftead of that, he went into a 
&fm which Vibius Pacianus had conliguous to - 
the Tea, and hid himfelf in a fpacious cave there. 
From thence he fent one .of his fervants to Ibund 
Vibius J fiv his prpviAons already began to. iail. 
Vibius, delighted to hear that he had efcaped, en- 
quired the number of people he had with him, and 
die place of his retreat. He did not wait on him 
in perlbn, but fent immediately for the fteward of 
that knOf apd ordered him to drefs a {upper every 
day, carry it to the foot of the rock, and then retire 
in ftlence. He charged him not to be curious in 
examining into the affair, under pain of death ; and 
promifed him his ireedom, if he proved &ithfgi in . 
his commiffion. 

* Arifbtle's, as vet) as Plato's |)bi>ofophy, TceltoDed riches 
among real bldSngs, wd ls<oked upon tneiq at condusivc to 
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The cxvti is at a fmaO diftancc frbm the fea. Hie* 
funounding rodks which fbnn it, admit only a ilight 
and agreeable breath of air. A little beyond d\e 
eiitrance, it is aflonilhingly lofty, and the compafs of 
it' is fo great that it has lieveral large caverns, Uke 
a fuite of rooms, one within another. It is not de- 
fiittite either of water or light. A ^ring of excel- 
lent water flows from the rock ; and there are fmall 
natural apertures, where the rocks approach each 
other at top, through which day-Hght is admitted. 
By reafon of the thicknefs of the rock, the, Interior ■ 
sax too is pure and clear j the foggy and moift part 
of h being carried away with the uream. " 

Crafiiis in this afjlum had his provifions brought 
every day by the fteward, who neither faw nor 
knew him or bis people, though he was feen by 
them, becau& they knew his time, and watched for 
his conuK. And he brought not only what was 
fu£d^ for ufe, but delicacies too for pleafbre. 
Far Vibius had determined to treat his friend with 
^1 ima^nable kindnefs. He reflated that fome re- 
gard &ould be had to bis time cf life, and as he was 
very "young, that he Jhould have fome particular in- 
du%aices on that account. To fupply his neceffi- 
ties only, he thought, looked more like conftraint 
th^i friendlhip. Therefore, one day he took with 
him two handfome maid-fervants, and walked to> ' 
wards' the fea. When they came to the cave, he 
Slewed them the entrance, and bade them go bold- 
- ly in, for they had nothing to fear. Graflus feeing 
ihem, was afraid his retreat was difcovered, ana 
began to examine who they were, and what they 
. wanted. They anfwered, as they were inftmfiedj 
** That they were come to feek their mailer irfio 
*' lay concealed there." Upon which, he percoved, 
it wa? only a piece of gallantry in Vibius, who 
ftudied to divert him. He received the damfcls, 
therefore, and kept them all the time he flayed 
there j and they ferved to carry his meflages to Vibius, 

and 
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aod to bring anfwers back. Feneilella* fays, he &w , 
one of them when the was very old, and often heard 
her tell the ftory with pieafure. 

Crufius fpent eight months in this privacy, at the 
end of which he received intelligence that Cinna was 
dead. Then he immediately made his appearance, 
and numbers repaired to him ; out of which he fele£l- 
ed a corps of two tboufand hve hundred men. With 
thefe he vifited the cities ; and mod hiftorians agree, 
that he pillaged one called Malaca. But others tell 
us, he abfolutely denied it, and difclaimed the thing 
in the fece of thofe who fpread the report. ^\fter thjsj 
he cohered veflets, and paffed over into Africa, to 
JCHZL Metellus Pius, an officer of great reputation, who 
had railed conHderable forces. He did not, however, 
flay long there. Upon fome difference with Metellas, 
he applied bimfelf to Sylla, who received him with 
pieafure, and ranked him among his principal 
friends. 

When Sylla was returned to Italy, he chofe to 
keep the young men he had about him in exercife, 
and fent them upon various commifTions. Craffos he 
dtfpatched to levy troops among the MarH ; and, as 
fais pa0age lay through the enemy's country, he de- 
manded guards of Sytla. " I give thee for guards,'* 
faid he, in an angry tone, " I give thee for guards, 
** thy fether, thy brother, thy friends, thy relations, 
** who have been unjuftly and abominably lacrificed, 
•* and whofe caufe 1 am going to revenge upon, their 
" murderers." 

CralTus, roufed and inflamed with thefe words, 
paffed boldly through the midft of the enemy ; 
r^ifed a refpe^able army, and fliewed his attach- 
ment, as well as exerted his courage, in all Sylla's 

• Feneftella wrote feveral buoks of annals. He might very well . 
hve feen one of thele (laves when ftie wm oW ; fur he did not die 
tHl the finth year of the reign of Tiberiiu, uor till he vtt fcrentjf 
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conflids. Hence, ve are told, came his firft com- 
petition and difpute urith Pompey hi the palm of ho- 
nour. Pompey was the younger man, and had tbU 
Seat difadvantage befides, that his father was more 
ted than any man in Rome. Tet his genius broke 
forth with fuch luflre on thefe occalions, that Sylla. 
treated him with more refped than he generally Ihewed 
much older men, or even thofe of his own rank. For 
be ufed to rife up at his approach, and uncover his 
head, and falute him a? Imperdtor. 

Crafliiswas not a little piqued at thefe things, though 
there was no reafon for his pretenfions. He had not 
the capacity of Foihpey ; befides, his innate blemifties, 
his avarice and meannefs, robbed his addons of all 
their grace and dignity. -For inftance, when he took 
the city of Tuder in Umbria, he was fuppofed to 
have appropriated the greateft part of the plunder to 
his own ufe, and was reprefented in that light to 
Sylla. It is true,, in the battle fought near Rome, 
which was the greatefl and moll deafive of all, Sylla 
was woriled, bis troops repulfed, and a number 
of them killed. Mean time, Crafius, who com- 
inanded the right wing, was vi6;onous, and having 
purfued the enemy till night, fent to inform SylU 
of his fuccels, and to demand refrefhments for his 
men, 

Sut in the time of the profcriptions and confifca. 
dons, he loft alt the credit he had gained ; buying 
great eftates at an under-price, and often begging fut^ 
as be had call: his eye upon. Nay, in the country of 
the 3rutians, he is faid to have profcribed one man 
without Sylla's orders, merely to feize his fortune. 
Upon this Sylla gave him up, and never after employ- 
td him in any public afhir. 

Though CralTus was an ezcellent flatterer him- 
felf, yet no man was more eafily caught by flattery 
than he. And what was very particular, though be 
was one of the moll covetous xaea In the wwld^ 
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no mail was more averfe to, or mtore ferere againft 
fuch as refembled him *. But it gave him Hill more 
pain to fee Pompey fo fucce&ful in all his employ- 
ments, to fee him honoured with a triumph, and ui> 
luted by the citizens with the title of the Great. On* 
day he happened to be told, ** Pompey the Great 
" was coming ;" upon which he anl'wered livith a 
fcornful fmile, " How big is be?" 

As he defpaired of rifmg to an equality with him tn. 
war, he betook himfelf to the adminiftration ; and by 
paying his court, by defending the impeached, hj 
lending money, and by aififting and canvafQng for 
perfons who flood for offices, he gained an authority 
and influence equal to that which Pompey acquired 
by his military achievements. There was fomething 
remarkaWy peculiar in their cafe. The name and in- 
tereft of Pompey were much greater in Rome, when- 
he was abfent and didinguilhing himfelf in the field f. 
When prefent, Craflus often carried his point againft 
him. - This mull be imputed to the ftate and grandeur 
that he affefted : he feldom fliewed himfelf in pub- 
lic, or appeared in the afiemblies of the people ; and 
Jie very rarely ferved thofe who made application 
to him ; imagining by that means he fliould have 
his intereH entire when he wanted it himfelf. Cralfus, 
on the contrary, had his fervices ever ready for thofie 
who wanted them ; he conftantly made his appear- 
■ ance ; he was eafy of accefs ; his life was fpent in 
bufinefs and good offices } fo that his open and obt* 
liging manner got the better of Pompey's diftance and 
fUte. - 

As to dignity of perfon, powers of perfuafion, and 
engaging turji of countenance^ we are told they were 

• It was obrerved by the late ingenious Mr. Shenftone, that a 
toxcomb will be the tiiA la 6nd out and fxiHtll; a coxcomb. Men 
of tlje famp virtues iove each other for llie fake of thofe virtues ; but 
^jrmpalby in vice or folly has generally a contrary effe£t. 

J This was Dot pecuKar to Pompey ; it was tbe cafe of Mariui 
in»ny others, 

the 
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the fame. But the emulation with which Craffus wa ' 
aftuated, never carried him on to hatred and malig- 
mty. It is true, he was concerned to fee Pompejr 
and Csefar held in greater honour, but he did oot add 
rancour and malevolence to his ambition: though 
Csefar, when he was taken by pirates ili Afia, and 
ftriSty confined, cried out, '* O Craffus, what plea- 
** fure will it give thee to hear that I am taken !" 
However, they were afterwards upon a footing of 
ftiendftip ; and when Csefar was going to fet out for 
Ks command in Spain, and his creditors were ready 
to feize his equipage, becaufe he could not fatisfy 
them, Craffus was kind enough to deliver him from 
the cmbarraffment, by giving fecurity for e^ht fa»n- 
. dred and thirty talents. 

Rome was at this time divided into three parties^ 
at the head of which were Pompey, Casfar, and Craf- 
fus. For, as to Cato, his reputation was greater 
Aaa his power, and his virtue more admired than fol- 
lowed. The prudent and ftcady part of the city were 
far Pompey;' the violent and the enterprifing gave 
ID to the profpe£lsof Cfefar; Craffus fteered a middle 
courfei and availed himfelf of both. Craffus, indeed, 
often changed fides, and neither was a firm friend, 
nor an implacable enemy. On the contrary, he fre- 
quently gave up either his attachments, or refent- 
ments, indifferently, when his intereft reijuired it; ' 
infomuch that in a ihort fpace of time he would ap* 
pear either in fupport of, or oppofition to, the feme 
perfons and laws. He had fome influence founded 
in love, and fome in fear ; but fear was the more fer- 
viceable principle of the two. An inftance of the lat- 
ter we have in Licinius, who was very troublefome 
to the magiftrates and leading orators of his time. 
When he was aiked, why did he not attack Craffus, 
among the reft, he anfwered, " He wears wifps 
** upon his horns*." So the Romans ufed to lerve 

• 'X'hls pafled into a proreib. 

a vi- 
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a vidous bull^ for a warning to alt perfons that {a&l' 
bim. 

When the gladiators took up arms and ravaged 
Italy, their hifurre^on was cOipmouly called the war 
of Spartacus. Its origin was this : one Lentulus 
Batiatus kept at Capua a number of gladiators, the ' 
g^-eatelt part of which were Gauls and Thracians; 
men not reduced to that employment for any crimen 
they had committed, but forced upon it by the in- 
juftice of their mafter. Two hundred of them, 
thu'efore, agreed to make their efcape. Though the 
plot was difcovered, threefcore and eighteen of them^ 
by their extreme vigilance, were beforehand with 
their mafter, and fallied out of town, having hrfl: f^ized 
all the long knives and fpits in a cook's fliop. On the 
road they met fome waggons carrying a quantity f^ 
gladiators, arms to another place. Thefe they fdz- 
ed, and armed themfelves with them. Then they 
retired to a place -of ilrength, and made chcnce of 
three leaders **. The firft was Spartacus, whofe ex- 
trattion was from one of thofe Thracian hords called 
Noinades. This man had not only a dignity of mind 
and ftrength of body, but a difcemment and dvility 
fuperior to his fortune. In fhort, he was more of a 
Greek, than a barbarian, in his manner. 

It is faid, that when he was firft brought to Rome 
to be fold, a ferpent was feen twifted about his &ce 
9S he flept. His wife, who was of the fame tribe, ' 
having the gift of divination, and bdng a retainer be- 
fides to the orgies of Bacchus, faid, it was a fign that 
he would rife to fomeihing very great and formidable, 
the refult of which would be happy f. This woman 
ftitl lived with him,, and was the companion of his 



* Spartacus, Chryfiw, and CEnomaut. This war began in the 
year of Rome (S8o ; before Chrift 71. 

" f His-end was happy for a gladiator. He died fighting gaU 
lantly at the head of im troops, 

■ The 
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The fii^dves firft djftinguiihed themfelvcs by de- 
feating a party fent againit them from Capua ; whofe 
arms they feized and wore with great fatis&6ion ; 
throwing away thofe of gladiators, as diflionourable 
and barbarous. Clodiu's the preetor ', was then 
fcnt againft them from Rome," with a body of three 
^oufand men ; and he befieged them on the hil! where 
they were polled. There was but ofie afcent, which 
was very narrow and rugged, and there he placed a 
fafficient guard. The reft was all a craggy preci- 
jricc, but covered with wild vines. The fugitives cut 
off fuch of the branches as might be of moft fervipe, 
and formed them into a ladder of fufficient ftrength, 
and fo long as to reach the plain beneath. By the 
help of this ladder, they all got down fafe, except 
one. This man remained above only to let down 
their arms ; and when he had done that, he defcended 
after them. 

The Romans knowing nothing of this manceuvre, 
the gladiators came upon their rear, ■ and attacked 
them fo fuddenly, that ihey fled in great conftema- 
tion, and left their camp to the enemy. Spartacus 
Was there joined by the herdfmen and Ihepherds of 
the country, men of great vigour and remarkably 
fwift of foot. Some of thefe he clad in heavy ar- 
mour, and the reft ferved as reconnoitring parties 
and for other purpofes of the light-armed. 

The next general fent againft thefe gladiators was 
PubKus Varinua f. They firft routed his "lieutenant 
Furius, who engaged them with a detachment of 
two thoufand men. After this, Spartacus watched 
the motions of Coflinius, vi^ho was appointed aiSftant 
and chief counfellor to Varinus, and was now march- 
ing againft him with a confiderable force. Hi& vigi* 
lance was fuch, that he was very' near taking Com- 
nius in the bath at Salenae ; and though he did efcapc 

» Clodius Gisbw., 

t In the difiereat editions ^ Livjr Ephtoiij it is read Vutnta, 
VariniuSj IfC. 
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vith much tiidiculty, Spartacus feized his baggage. 
Then he purAied his iteps, and took his cainp> hav- 
ing firfl killed great numbers of the Romans. Cof- 
finius himfelf was among the flain. His fubfequent 
operations were equally decifive. He beat Varinus 
in feveral engagements, and took his ilftors, and the 
very hoyfe he rode. 

By this time he was become great and fa|inidable. 
Neverthelefs his views were moderate : he had too. 
much underilanding to hope the conqueft of the Ro- 
mans ; and therefore led his array to the Alps, with 
an intention to crofs them, and then difmifs his 
troops, that they might retire to their refpettive 
countries, fome to Thrace, and fome to Gaut. But 
they, relying upon their numbers, and elated with fuc- 
cefs, -would not liften to his propofal. Inftead of 
that, they laid Italy wafte, as they traveried it. 

It was no longer the indignity and difgrace.of thU 
revolt that afEtded the fenatej it was fear and 
danger } and they now employed both the confuls in 
thb war, as one of the mofl: difficult and important 
they ever had upon their hands. Gellius, one of 
the confuls, having furprifed a body of Germans, 
who were fo rafh and felf-opinionated as to feparate 
from the troops of Spartacus, defeated them entirely 
and put them to the fword- Lentulus, the other" 
conful, endeavoured to furround Spartacus with his 
forces, which were very confiderable. Spartacus 
met hjm fairly in the field, beat his lieutenants, ani 
ftripped them of their baggage. He then continued 
his route towards the Alps, but was oppofed by Caf- 
Iius, who commanded in that part of Gaul which lay 
about the" Po, and came againft him at the head of 
ten thoufand men. A battle enfued. in which Caf- 
fius was defeated, with great lofs, and faved himfelf 
iiot without difEcuIty. 

No fooner were the fenate informed of thefe mlfe- 
rable proceedings, than they expreifed the greateft in- 
dignaUon againft the confuls, and gave orders that 

they 
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fliey Ihould be fuperfeded in the command. Crafliig 
was the perfon they pitched upon as th= fucceObr, 
and many of the nobiUty ferved under him, as vo- 
lunteers, as well on account of his political influ- 
ence as from perfona! regard. He went and ported 
himfelf in the Picene, in order to intercet)t Sparta- 
cus, who was to march that- way. At the fame time 
he ient Bis lieutenant Mummius round with two le- 
mons; giving him ftrict orders only to follow, the 
enemy, and by no means to hazard either battle or 
ftirmilh. Mummius, however, upon the' firft pro- 
mifiqg occafion, engaged Spartacus, and was entirely' 
routed. Numbers fell upon the h^d of battle, and 
many others threw away their arras, and fled for 
thdr Hves. 

Crafliis gave Mummius a feverc reprimand, and 
new armed his men, but infifted withal that they 
Aould find fecurity for their keeping thofe arms they 
were now entrufted with. The firft five hundred, who 
bad fliewn the greateft marks of cowardice, he di- 
vided into fifty parts, and put one in each decade to 
death, to whofe lot it might happen to fell ; thus re- 
living an ancient cuftom of military punilhment 
which had been long difufed. Indeed, this kind of 
puhiihment is the greatefl: mark of infemy, and being 
pat in execution in fight of the whole ajmy, is 
attended with many awful and afieding droAn- 
fhtnces. 

After thus chaftifing his men, he led them againft 
the enemy. But Spartacus turned back and retired 
through Lucania to the fea. The rebel happening 
to find a number of veflels in harbout belonging 
to the Cilician pirates, refojved to make an attempt 
upon Sicily; where, at the head of two thoufand 
men, he thought he could eafily rekindle the Servile 
- war, which had but lately been fmothered*, and 

• It was but nineteen years before, that a period was put to the 
Senile «v in Sicily. 

which 
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whidi wanted Bttte fuel to make it fiame out again. 
Accordingly the pirates entered into an agreementvich 
him, but they had no fooner taken his money, than 
they broke their engagemmt and tailed another way. 
SjKirtacus, thus deceived, leit the fea, and entrenched* 
himfelf in the peninfula of Rhegium. 
. When Craifus came up, he ^ferved that the la* 
ture of the place fuggefted what meafures he ihould 
take ; in confequence of which he determined to biuld 
a wall acrofs the iflihmus. This, he knew would 9t 
once keep his foldiers from idlenefe, and cut off the 
enemy's fupplies. The work was great and difficult : 
neverthelefs he finiihed it, beyond all expediation, in 
a Ihort time ; drawing a trench from fea to fea three 
hundred furlongs in length, fifteen feet in breadth, and 
as many in depth ; he built a irall alfo above it of 
confiderable height and flrength. 

Spartacus at Brft made a jeft of the undertakiog; 
But, when hie plunder began to fiiil,, and he wanted 
to go iaxther, he faw the wall before him, and at the 
£une time was confcious that the peninfula was. ex- 
haufted. He watched his opportunity, however, ia 
a fnowy and tempeftuous night, to fill up the trench 
with earth, wood, and other mat,enals ; and fo pa&d 
it with the third part of his army. CrafTus now be- 
gan to jfear, that Spartacus, in the fpirit of enterprife, 
would march immediately to Rome. But when he 
obferved that a namber of the enemy, upon feme 
difference or other, feparated and encamped upon the 
Lucaniaii lake, he recovered his fpirlts.' The water of 
this lake is faid to change in fuch a manner, as fome- 
times to be fweet and frelh, and at other times {9 latt 
th»t it is impoHible to drink it, CralTus fell upon 
this party, and drove them from the lakcj but could 
not do any great execution, or continue the purfuit 
iar, becaufe Spartacus made his appearance, and tal- 
lied the fugitives. 

Craffus now repented of his having written to the 
, that it v;as necej'ar^ to reoat LuquUus Jrom 
Thrace^ 
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7%racey and Pompejf Jrorn Spain ; and haftened to 
finifli the war himfelf. For he was fenfible that the 
general who fliould come to his affiftance, would 
Tob him of all the honour. He refolved, therefore, 
in the firft place, to attack the troops which had re- 
Tolled, and formed a feparate body under the com- 
mand of two officers named Cannicius and Caftus. 
With this view, he fent a corps of fix thoufand men 
before, to felze an eminence which he thought would 
be of fervice to him, but ordered them to condud 
their enterprife with all im^inable fecrecy. They 
obferved his diredions, and, to conceal their march 
the better, covered their helmets and the reft of 
thdr arms. Two women, however, who were fa- 
crificing before the enemy's camp, difcovered them ; 
and they would probably have met their iate, had 
not CraiTus advanced immediately, and given the 
enemy battle. This was the mofl ' obftinate a^on 
in the whole war. Twelve thoufand three hundred of 
the enemy were killed, of which number there were 
only two found wounded in the back ; the reft dial 
in their ranks, after the braveft exertions of valour. 

Spartacus, after this defeat, retired towards the 
mountains of Petelia ; and Quintus, one of CralTus'a 
officers, and Scropha the quseftor ' marched after, 
to harafs his rear. But Spartacus facing about, 
the Romans fled in the mofl daftardly manner, and 
with great difficulty carried off the quicftor who w^ , 
wounded. This fuccefs was the ruin of Spartacus, 
It gave the fugitive fuch fpirits, that they would no ■ 
longer decline a decifive a3ion, or.be obedient to 
' their officers ; but as they were upon the road, ad- 
drefled them with their fvords in their hands, and 
infifted on marching back through Lucauia with the 
utmoft expedition, to meet the Romans and iwb 
Craffus in the field. 

This was the very thing that Crafllis defired. He 
was informed that Fcmipey was approaching ; and of 
tb« many fpeechet to the people on occafion of the 
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Oifiiing eleftion, in which it was aflerted, that this 
laurel belonged to him, and that as foon as he made 
, .his appearance, he- would by fome dedlive ftroke 
. put an end to the war. 

CiaCTus, therefore, haftened to give that ftroke 
himfelf, and with the fame view, encamped very near 
the enemy One day when he had ordered tiis fol' 
diers to dig a trench, the -gladiators attacked them 
as they were at work. Numbers came up continu- 
ally on both fides- to fupport the combatants j and at 
laft ^partacus, feeing what the cafe necelTarily re-* 
quired, drew out his whole army. When they 
brought him Iiis horfe, he drew his fword and 
. killed him, faying at tlie fame Bme, " If I prove • 
" vidorious, I fhall have horfes at command : if I 
** am defeated, I fhall have no need of this." His aim 
was to find Craifus, and he made his way through . 
ftiowers of darts and heafts of the flain. He did not, 
. indeed, reach him, but he killed with his own hand 
two centurions who ventured to engage him. At laft, 
thofe who feconded him Sed. He, however, ftill 
ftood.his ground, and, though furrounded by num- 
bers, fought with great gallantry, till he wa£ cut in 
pieces. 

Craffus, on this occafion, availed himfelf of every 
circumftance with which fortune favoured him ; he 
performed every ad of generallhip ; he ^pofed 
his perfon in the boldeft manner : yet he was only 
wreathing a .laurel for the brows of Pompey. Pom- 
pey metp^it feems, thofe who efcaped out of the field, ' 
and put them to the fword. In confequence of 
, which, he wrote to the fenate, " that Craffus had 
" indeed beaten the fugitive gladiators in a pitched 
^' battle ; but that it was he who had cut up .the war 
*• by the roots*." 

Pompey, on his return to. Rome, triumphed in a 
inagnificent manner for his conquelt of Sertorius 

* Lahore alieno magtio partem glorUm verbis in fe tnuifmoTet . 
aui habet faUm. TTE&itH. 

Vol. ni. F f and 
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and SpAin. As forCrafftis, he did not preterfi* 
-alk for the greater triumph; and, -even Ae -Wn, 
^hich is led up on foot, -nnder the name- of an oTa- 
tion, feemed to have no propriety or decorum' in the 
conqueft of fugitive flaves. In what refpe&s this 
differs from the other, and whence the term uvat'mi 
is derived, we have confidered in the life of ^ar- 
cellns. 

Pompey was immediately caHed toiheconfulflilp; 
and though Craffus had inttreft enough of his own 
to encourage him to hope for the fame htmour.-yet 
he fcrupled not to follcit his good offices. Pompey 
received the application with pleafure ; for be was 
defirous by all means to have Cyaffus under an oWi- 
gation to him. He .therefore readily efpoufed his 
caufe, and, at laft, when he made' his- speech' to the 
people, faid, ** he was as much indebted to them 
" for the colleague they had given him,- as for 'their 
** favour to himfelf." However, the feme good on- 
deritanding did not long continue ; they dilFerdd 
about almofl every article that came before them; 
"and thofe difputes and altercations prevented thdr 
'doing any thing cotifiderable during their whole con- 
fulfhip. The molt remark<dile thing was, that Graf- 
fus offered a great facriiice to Hercules, -entertained 
■^ the people at ten thoufand tables, and gave them -a 
* fupply of bread-corn for three months. 

When they held one of the laft affonblies before 
they quitted their charge, a Roman knight, namtid 
' Onatius Aurelius, who had fpent moft of his time in 
a retired maimer in- the country, and was- a man of no 
' great note,.mounted the roHrum, and gave the people 
' an account of a vifion that had appeared to him. 
** Jupiter," faid he, ** appeared to me in a dream, 
*' and commanded me to inform you in this public 
' ** manner, that you are not to fuffer the confuls to 
*' lay down theil- office, before they are recondled."' 
He had no fooner ended his fpeech, than the people 
inHfted that they Ihould be reconciled* Pooipii/ 

ftoott 
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.ftood without making any motion towaids it, but 

■ Craffus went and offered him his hand. *' I am not 

. *' aJhamed, my fellow-citizens," faid he, " nor do' I 
" think it beneath me, to make the firfl advances to 
<* Pompey, whom you diiUnguiflied with the name 
** of Great while he was but a beardlefs youth, and 

. •* whom you honoured with a triumph before he w^ 
" a fenator." 

Thefe were the only memorable things in the con- 
fulate of Craffus. As for his cenforinip*, it paff?d 
without any thing worth mentioning. He made no 
inquifition into the lives and manners of the fena- 

, tors J he did not review the equellrian orders or 
number the people. Lutatius Catulus, one of the 
beft natured men in the world, was his colleague ; 

~ and it is faid, that when Craffus wanted to adopt a vio- 
lent and unjufl: meafure, I mean the making Egypt 

, tributary to Rome, Catulus ftrongly oppofed it ; 

_and hence arofe that difference, in confetjuence hi 

. which they refigned their charge. 

When the great confpiracy of Catiline, which 
brought the commonwealth to the verge of deftrufc* 

^tion, broke out, Craffus was fufpefted of having 
fome concern in it. Nay, there was one who named 
bim among the confpirators ; but no ofte gave crb- 

' dit to his information \. It is true, Cicero, in one of 

' his orations, openly accufes both Craffus and Caeiai" 
of 'that crime. But that oration did not appear in 

' He wiis cenfor lix years after his confulfhip, £xty*three years 

, before the birth of Chrift. 

^f Saliull faysotherwife. He telU u* it did appear incredible _tw 
Come, but others believed it. Yet not thinking it advifeable to esaf- 
peratc am^n of to mui:h power, thej' joined hia retainers and thole 

- who owed bim money, in crying it. was a calumny, and in faying 
the fcnate ought to exculpate him ; which accordingly they did. 
Some were of opinion, and Cralfiu himfelf among the reft, that 
the iitlormer was fuborned by Cicero. But what ei«l could Cicero' 
have in accufmg a man of his confequence, unlefs it were to alarm 
the fenate and people the mor^ with a fenfe of their danger ? And 
what could Cralliis prppofe to himfelf in entering into a plot to bum 

^ a city, ia which his property was fo large ? 

* • " F f a publicj 
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public, till both thofe great men were. dead. On tfie 
other hand, the fame Cicero, in the oration he deli- 
vered relating to his confulfhip, exprefsly fays, that 
CralTus came to him one night, and put a letter in 
his hands, which ihewed the reality of the plot into 
which they were then enquiring. Be that as it may, 
it is certain that Craffus after this conceived a mortal 
hatred for Cicero, and would have (hewn it in feme 
ad of violence, had not his fon Fublius prevented it. 
Publius was a man of letters, and eloquence had a 
particular charm for him ; hence his attachment to 
Cicero was fo great, that when the bill for his ba- 
niOiment was propofed, he went into mourning, and 
. perfuaded the refl of the Roman youth to do the 
fame. At lafl:, he even prevailed with his &tber to 
be reconciled to him. 

About this time Caefar returned from his gOTem- 
ment to folicit the confulfhip. Finding Craffus and 
Pompey again at variance, he would not apply to 
either in particular, left he Should make the other his 
enemy ; nor could he hope to fucceed without the 
afliftance of one of them. In this dilemma he de- 
termined, if poJTible, to effed a good underftanding 
once more between them. For which purpofe he 
reprefented, " That by levelling their artillery againft 
" each other they raifed the Ciceros, the Catuli, 
*' and the Catos ; who would be nothing if they 
*' were once real friends, and took care to aa 
'* in concert. If that were the cafe," faid he, '* with 
" your united interefts and counfels you might cany 
" all before you." 

Thefe reprefenfations had their effefl:, and, by 
joining himfelf to the league, he formed that invin- 
cible triumvirate which ruined the fenale and people 
of Rome. Not that either Craffus or Pompey gained 
any advantage from their union ; but Caefar, by the 
help of both, climbed to the higheft pinaacle of 
power. An earneft of this he had, in his being una- 
nimoufly ele&ed conful. And, as he acquitted him- 

fclf 
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ielf in his office with great honour, they procured 
him tjie command of armies, and deirreed him the 
province of Gaul, where he was eftabliflied, as in an 
impregnable caftle. For, they imagined, if they did 
but fecure to him. the province that was fallen to his 
lot, they might fliare the reft between them at their 
leifure. 

It was the immoderate love of power which led 
Pompey into this error. And Craffus to his old 
difeafe of avarice, now added a new one. The 
achievements, the viSories,. and triumphs of Caefar, 
raifed in Graflus a paffion for the fame ; and he 
could not be content to be beneath him in this 
refpedt, though he was fo much fuperior in others. 
He therefore never let himfelf reft, till he met an in- 
glorious fate, and involved his country in the moft 
dreadful calamities. 

On Csefar's coming from Gaul to -the city of Luc- 
ca, numbers went to wait upon him, and among the 
reft Craffus and Pompey. Thefe, in thdr private 
conferences, agreed with him to carry matters with i 
higher hand, and to make themfelves abfolute in 
Rome. For this purpofe, Csfar was to remain at 
the head of his army, and the t^er two chiel^ to 
divide the reft of the provinces and armies between 
them. There was no way, however, to carry their 
fcheme into execution, without fuing for another 
confulihip ; in which Ca:far was to alTift by writing 
. to his friends, and by fending a number of his fol- 
Jiers to vote in the eie^on. 

When Craffus and Pompey returned to Rome, 
^heir defigns were very much fufpefted; and the ge- 
neral difcourfe was, that the hte interview boded no, 
good to the common-wealth. Hereupon, Marcelli- 
nus and Domitius ' a&ed Pompey in full fenate, 
•' Whether he intended to folicit the confulihip ?'* 
To which he anfwered, *' Perhaps I may, perhaps 
** not." And, upon their interrogating him a fecond 

* Domitius Abenobarbiu. 

F f 3 ■ time, 

L:,.i,-z__iv,CoOg[c 



438 PLUTARCH'S LIVES. 

time, he faid, " If I folicit it, I (hall folidt it for 
*' men of honour, and not for men of a meaner pria- 
*' pie." As this anfwer appeared to have too much 
of haughtinefs and contempt, Craffus expreffcd 
himfelf with more moderation, *' If it be for the 
*' public good, I fliall folicit -it: if not, I ftiail for- 
»• bear." 

By this feme other candidates, and among the reft 
Pomitius, were emboldened to appear ; but as foon 
8S Craffus and Pompey declared themfelves, the reft 
dropped their pretenfions. Only Domiiius was ex- 
horted and encouraged by. his friend and kinfman, 
Cato, " not to abandon his profpefts, but to (land 
*' boldly up for the liberties of his country. As for 
•* Pompey and Craffus," he faid, " they wanted not 
*• the confulfliip, but abfolute power j nor was it fo 
** much their aim to be chief magiflrates at home, as 
*' to feize the provinces, and tQ divide the armies 
*' between them." 

. Cato having thus expreffed his real fentiments, 
drew Domitiys almoft forcibly into the Furuniy and 
numbers joined them there. For they were greatly 
tiirprifed at this ftep of Craffus and Pompey. ** Why 
*' do they demand," faid they, '* a fecond conful- 
'.' fliip? Why >■ together F Why not wtth others? 
** Have we not many perfons of merit, fuiEcient to 
.^* entitle them to be colleagues with either Craffus 
** or Pompey V 

Pompey's party, alarmed at thefe fpeeches, threw 
off the mafk, and adopted the moft violent mea. 
fures. Among other outrages, they way-laid Tio^ 
' ^utius as he was going to the place of ele&ion be- 
fore day, accompanied by his friends ; killed th? 
^orch-bearer, and wounded many of his train, Cato 
among the reft. 'Ihen they fliut them ail up to- 
gether, till Craffus and Pompey were elefted, 

A tittle after this, they contined Pomitius to hia 

jioufe, by planting armed men about it, drove Cato 

out of the Forum^ a»d killed feveral who made re. 

fiftwcei 
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fiftance. Binag thus cleared the way^ they conti- 
nued CaeTar in his government for five years more, 
and got Syria- and both the Spains for their own pro* 
Tinces. Upon cafting lots, Syria, fell to CrafTus, and 
the Spains to Pompey. 

The allotment was not difagreeable to the multi* 
tudc They chofe to have Pompey not far' from 
Rome ; and Fompey, who paflionately loved his 
vife, was. vexy glad of the opportunity to fpend moft 
pf bis time there. As for Cralfus, as foon as it ap« 
peared that Syria was his lot, he difcovered the 
greateft joy, and confidered it as the principal happi- . 
nets of his life i infomuch that even before llrangera 
and the populace he could hardly reltrain his trani^ 
ports. To his intimate friends he opened himfelf 
more freely, expreffing the moll fanguine hopes, and 
indulging in vain elevations of heart, unfuitable to, 
his age and difpoHtion : for in general he waa iax 
from being pompous or inclined to vanity. But 
now extravagantly elated and corrupted by his flat- ' 
tering profpeSs, he confidered not Syria and the 
Parthians as the termination of his good fortune; 
but intended to make the expedition of Lucidlus 
•gainfl Tigranes, and of Pompey againft Mithridates, 
*ppearonly the fports of children. His defign was 
to penetrate to the BaSrians, the Indians, the eaftem. 
Qce^n, and in his hopes he had already fwallowed up 
the eafl. 

in the law relating to the government of Craflus, 
no mention was made of a war in its neighbour-^ 
bood ; but ail the world knew CialTus had an eye tO) 
it. And Cstfar in the letter he wrote to him hora 
Gaul, commended his defign, and encouraged hinb 
to attack the Parthians. But when he was going to fet 
put, Ateius, one of the tribunes, threatened to flop 
him, and numb^ joined the tribune's party. They 
could not wichput ind^nation think of his going to 
begm hofUhties againft a people who had done ihein 
no injury, and were in hGt their allies. Cra0us, 
F f 4 alarmed 
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^rmed at this, defired Pompey to conduft him out 
of Rome. He knew the dignity of Pompey and the 
veneration the populace had for him : and on this 
occafion, though many were prepared to withfland 
Crafius and to raife a clamour againft him, yet when 
they faw Pompey marching before him with an open 
and gay countenance, they dropped thdr refentment, 
and m<ide way in filence. 

Ateius, however, advanced to meet him. In the 
firft place by the authority of his office he com- 
manded him to ftop, and protefted againft his enter- 
prize. Then he ordered one of his officers to feize 
him. But, the other tribunes interpofing, the offi- 
■ cer let Craffus go. Ateius now rail before to the 
gate, and placed there a cenfer with fire in it. At the 
approach of Craffus, he fprinkled incenfe upon it, 
offered Kbations, and uttering the moft horrid im- 
precations, invoking at the fame time certain dread* 
, ful and ftrange gods. The Romans fay, thefe 
myfterious and ' ancient imprecations • have fiich 
power, that the objefl: of them never efcapes their 
effeft ; nay, they add, that the peribn who ufes them 
is fure to be unhappy ; fo that th,ey are feldom ufed, 
and never but upon a great occahon. Ateius was 
much blamed for his ra& zeal. It was for his 
country's fake that he was an adverfary to Craffus, 
and yet it was his country he liad laid under that 
dreadful curie. 

Craffus purfuing his journey, came to Brundu- 
fium ; and though the winter-ftorms made the voyage 
dangerous, he put to fea, and loft a number of 
Teffels in his paffage. As foon as he had colleded 
the reft of bis troops, he continued his rout by land 
through Galatia. There he paid his refpefts to 
Deiotarus, who, though an^ old man, was build- 
ing a new city. Craffus laughed, and faid, ** You 
** begin to build at the twelfth hour of the day.'* 
The king laughed in his turn, and anfwered, " you 

* Dira deteftatio 

NuUa eipiatiu li^Unii. Hok. 

« (to 
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*• do not fet out very early in the morning againft 
*• the Parthian?." Craflus, indeed, then was above 
£xty years of age^^j and he Iooli:ed much older than he 
was. 

Upon his arrival in Syria, his aSairs profpered 
at firft according to his expeftation. He threw a 
bridge over the Euphrates with eafe, and his army, 
paffeii k without oppofition. Many cicies in Mefo- 
potamia voluntarily received him ; and one only 
flood upon its defence. The prince who governed 
it was named Apollonius. The Romans having loSt- 
about a hundred men before it, CrafTus marched 
againft it with all his forces, took, it by affault, plun- 
dered it of every thing valuable, and fold the inha^ 
bitants fbr Haves. The Greeks call that dty 
Zenodotia t. Craifus, upon taking it, fuSered hit 
army to falute him Imperator : a thing which re- 
fiefl^d no fmall difgrace upon him. It ihewed the 
meannefs of his fpirit, and his defpair of eft'efting any 
thing confiderable* when he valued himfelf upon 
fiicl^ a trifling acquifition. 

After he had garrifoned the towns that had fub* 
mitted, with feven thoufand foot and a thoufand 
horfe, he returned into Syria, to winter. There he 
was joined by his fon, whom Caefar had fent to him 
irom Gaul, adorned with miUtary honours, and at 
the head of a thoufand feted horfe. 

Among the many errors which Craffus commit- 
ted in this war, the firft, and none of the ieaft, 
was his returning fp foon into Syria. He ought to 
have gone forward, and ftrengthened himfelf with 
the acceflion of Babylon and Seleucia, cities always 
at enmity with the Parthians : inftead of which, he 
eave the enemy abundant time to prepare themfelves. 
Beiides, his occupations in Syria were greatly cen- 
fured, having more of the trader in them than of the 
general. Inftead of examining into the arms of 

• Crallus fet out upon thU eip<Jition in the year of Rome 699. 
f ZenwJotia in tbe provioce of Ofrhoene. 

, bis 
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Im Mdien, keeping- theni in exercife^ and i inp ruv l ng 
Iheir ftrerleth and a6ivity by proper rewards, . he 
Iras enquitmg into the revenues of the cities, and 
veighing the treafures in the temple <^ the goddeiii 
^ Hierapolis *. 'And. though he fixed the quotas 
flf troops which the ilstes and principalities were to 
ftimiih, he let them off again for a lum of money ; 
which expired hitn to the contempt ofthofe whojB- 
he excufed. 

The firft fign of his future fortune came irmn tltis 
very goddefs, whom Ibme called Venus, fome Juno, 
ethers Nature, or that great principle which produces ■ 
ail thills out of moiflure, and inftruds mankind in> 
the knowledge of every thing that is good. As they 
^ere going out of the tenipte, young CraiTus ftum- 
feted and fell at the gate, and his nther fell upoii 
bim. 

He was now drawing his troops out of winter- 
quarters, when ambaffadors came from Arfaces, and 
addreffed him in this Ihort fpeecb : " If this army 
*' was fent agaialt the Parthians'by the Roman pet^ 
•• pie, that people has nothing to expefl but perpe- 
*• tual war, and enmity irreconcileable. But if Craf- 
** fus, againft the inclinations of his country (which 
" they were informed was the cafe), to gratify his 
^ own avarice, has undertaken this war, and invaded 
*' one of the Parthian provinces, Arfaces will aEt 
** with more moderation. He will take compaiEon 
** on Cftflus's age, and let the Romans go, thou^ 
** in faift he cenfiders them rarfier as in prifon thanr 
•' iii garrifbn.*' To this, Crafliis made no retura 
but ft ,rhodomontade : he fdd, " he would give 
** them his anfwer at Seleucia." Upan which, Va- 
l^ies, the oldeft of the unbafladors, laughed ; and, 

* About ftvCTty miles from the EuphratM there viia a dty 
kaowp by tbe feveml names ai Bambyce, Edeifa, and Hierapolis, 
By the Syrians it was called Magog. The goddefs Atargatis wu 
Morfb^ifNfd there with great devodoa. Luciui loentioiu her t«ii- 
ple as the richeft in the wodd. 

tumii^ 
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tlirhing up the palm of his hand, replidd. *• Craffus, 
•* here will hair grow, before thou wilt fee Seleu-' 
« cia." 

The ambaffadors fiiert returned to their kioj^ 
Orcxfcs*, and told him he muff prepare for nftir. 
Mean time fome Romans efcap«i with diffitulty 
from the dties they garrifoned in Mefopotamia,- and' 
brou^t a Very alarming account of the enemy.- 
•' They fard they feid been eye-witnefies to their im- 
*' mfenfe numbers and to their dreadful mannirt' of 
•• fighting, When they attacked the towns." Atid^ 
as it is ufftal for ftar to magnify its objeft, they added, 
•• It is impoffibT-e either to efcape them when they 
*' puirftie, or to take them when they fly. They havri 
** k new and ftrange fort of arrows, which are iwifto* ' 
*' thai) Hghtiiirig, and reach their mark before yott 
•* can fee they are difcharged ; nor Sre they lefe fetd 
.** in their effe£t, than fwif't' in their courffe. The of- 
** fenfive arms df their cavalry pierce fhrough every 
** thing, and the defeniive arms afe fo well temperea 
** that nothing can pierce them." 

The Roiiian foldiers were ftruck \vith this account, 
and thfcir cotirage began to droop. They had irt^ 
gined^ that the Parthiahs were not dilferent from 
the Antiehiaiis and Cappadocians, whom LucuUus 
had lieateii and driven before him till he was weary ; 
and confequently that the hardeft part of the expedia 
tibh Would be the length of the way, and th^ trou- 
ble of purfuing men who i^uid never ftand an en* 
gagenient; But now they found they had war and 
danger to look in the face, which they had not 
thought of : inlpmuch that feveral of the principal 

* Here ttife king cf ParlMa is called Orodes, wlio before was 
catitd Arftces. Arfacea was probably a name comnicpn to th« kingS 
of that country, and Orodes the proper name of this prince. He 
Was theibn of Phraates tht Second, add madt hbWay to thecrdwn 
rtfoiigh the Hood of his elder brother MithriikleSt Fwr tbis he da* 
Icnedly died the fame kind of death. 

officot 
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officers were of opinion that CraiTus ought to ftop^ 
and call a council to confider whether new meafures 
ought not to be taken. Of this number was CaiTius 
the quEcftor. Befides, the foothfayers whifpered, 
that the facrifices were not accepted by the gods, 
and the figns appeared always inaufpicious to the ge- 
neral. However, he paid no attention to theiOj- nor to 
any but thofe who were for haftening his march. 

He was the more confirmed in his intentions by 
the arrival of Artavafdes *, king of Armenia. That 
prince came with fix thoufand horfe, which he faid 
were only his body-guard. He promifed Craffus 
ten thoufand more, armed at all points, and thirty 
thoufand foot, all to be maintained at his own ex- 
pence. At the fame time, he advifed him to enter 
Parthia by way of Armenia. " By that means," 
iaid he, ** you will not only have plenty of provi- 
" fions, which I fliall take care to fupply you with } 
*' but your march will be fafe, as it will lie along 
*^ a chain of mountains and a country almoll im- 
*' practicable for cavalry, in which the Parthian 
" itrength confifts." Craffus received his tender of 
fefvice and his noble offers of fuccours but coldly } 
and faid, " He Ihould march through Mefopotaniia, 
*' where had left a number of brave Romans." Up- 
on this the Arjnenian bade him adieu, and returned to 
his own country. - , 

As Craffus was paffmg the Euphrates at Zeugma, 
he met with dreadful burfts of thunder, and light- 
nings flamed in the face of his troops. At the fame 
time the black clouds emitted a hurricane mingled 
with fire, which broke do\^n and deftroyed great 
part of his bridge. The place which he had marked 
out for a camp, was alfo twice ftruck with lightning. 
One of the general s war-horfes, richly caparifoned, 

* Id the text he k here called Artabafes ; but as Plutarch calls 
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tum.iftg avay with his rider, leaped into the river, 
and was feen no more. And it is faid, when the 
foremofl eagle was moved, in order for a march, it 
turned back of it's own accord. Befides thefe ill 
tokens, it happened that when the foldlers had their 
provifions diftributed, after they had crofled the river, 
they were firft ferved with lentiles and fait, which are 
reckoned ominous and commonly placed upon the - 
monuments of the dead. In a fpeech of Craffus to 
the army, an expreflion efcaped him, which ftruck 
them all with horror. He faid, ** he had broken . 
** down the bridge, that not one of them might re- 
'• turn." And when he ought, upon perceiving 
the impropriety of the expreflion, to have recalled . 
or explained it to the intimidated troops, his oblti- 
nacy would not permit him. To which we may add, 
that in the facrifice offered for the luftration of the 
army,the«rM/^erhavingput the entrails in his hands, 
he let them fall. All that attended the ceremony were 
ftruck with alloniftiment ; but he only faid, with a 
fmile, " See what it is to be old ! My fword how- 
** ever fliall not flip out of my hands in this man- 
' " ner.*' 

Immediately after this, he began his march along 
the fide of the Euphrates, with feven legions, near 
four thoufand horfe. and ahnoft as many of the light- 
armed. He had not gone far before fome of his 
fcouts returned, and told him, they had not found fo 
much as one man in their excurfions ; but that there 
were many veftiges of cavalry, who appeared to have 
fled as if they had been purfued. 

CralTus now began to be mpre fangu'ne in his hopes, 
and the foldiers to hold the enemy in contempt, upon 
a fuppofition that they durft not ftand an encounter. 
Neverthelefs, Caflius addrefled himfelf to the gene- 
ral agaiii, and advifed him " to fecurc his troops in' 
*' fome fortified town, till he fliould have fome ac- 
*' count of the enemy that might be depended upon. 
*' If he did not choofe that, he defired him to keep 
" along 
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** along the river, till he reached Seleucia. For I7 
- •* this means he would be conftantly fupplied wira 
-'',|»-avifions from the veffels that would follow his 
I "camp; and the river preveoting his being fur- 
"** rounded, he would always havejt ijijiis power to 
** fight' upon equal terms." 

While Craffus was weighing thefe counfels with 
-much deliberation, there arrived an Arabian chief, 
(Banned Ariamnes *. This artiiil and perfidious man - 
•was the principal inftrument of all the calamities 
• which fortune was preparing for the ruin of CrafTuSt 
. Some of his officers whd had ferved under Fompey, 
:kDew how much Ariamnes was indebted to that ge* 
.neral's favour, and that in confequence he pafTed for 
> well-wifher to the Romans. But now gained by the 
, Parthian officers, he concerted with them a fcheme to 
^draw Cradiis from the. river and the higher grounds, 
, into, an immenfe plain, where he might eafily be fur- 
grounded. For the enemy thought of nothing lefs, 
i than fighting a pitched battle with the Romans. ♦ 

This barbarian, then, addreffing himfelf to Craffus, 
;Bt tirft launched out into the praifes of Pompey as hi> 
benefador, for he was a voluble and artful fpeaker. 
Thqi> he expreffed his admiration of fo fine an army* 
: but withal took occafion to blame C^^fTus for his 4e- 
. lays and the time he fpent in preparing ; as if wea- 
pons, and not rather adiive hands and feet were re- 
quired againO: a people, who had long, been deter- 
mined to retire with their. moH valuable effeds, and 
. with their families and friends, to the Scythians and 
Hyrcanians. " Or fuppofe you have to fight," faid 
■ he, '• you ought to haften to the encounter, before 
' " the king recovers his fpirits, and coU^£ts all bis 
" forces. At prefent he has only fent out Surena and 
" Sitlaces to amufe you, and to prevent your purfuit 
- " of himfeif. For bis part,, he will take care not to 
•' appear in the field." 

Appian and Dion Caflius call him Acbam or A^nutu. 

-Thji 
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This 'ftoTf w»s felfe in erery dKumfttnce. (For 
Orodes had divided his ajmy into tjroipprts; willt 
-ooe of whidi he -was ravaging Armaiia* to -wreak 
.bis v^geaace upon Artavafdes ; Surena was: left with 
.'the other, to make .bead a^aioil the Romiuts. .-N^t 
that the king (as {onK will have it) had any contempt 
-for the Romans : for Graflus, <Hie of the moll pov- 
.erhil men RtHne had produced, w^ not.au.antago* 
:nift whom-hefliould defpife, and think it.a ^er 
'fidd «f honour to go and light with Artayafdes, . add 
.laywafte Armenia. On the contfary, it is Ugbly^ 
'.prob^e, it was bis apprehenfions of danger which 
• xt4de:bim keep at a diftance and watch the rifmg 
event, in order to which he fent Surena. before biio, 
-.to make trial of the enony's ftrength, and to amufe 

- them with his ftratagems. For Sureoa -was DO ordt* 
^tUTyperfon; but in fortune, family, and hoBOor, 
< the £r(b after thekin^ ; and in point of owrage suqd 
'Capacity, as well as m fize and beauty, iuperior-to 
f4he Parthians of his time. If he went only,.i^>Qn an 

: ezcurfion into the country, he had a thoufiuid. camda ■ 
-■ to carry his baggage, and two hundred carriages for 
: his concubines. He was attended by a thouJand 
\ heavy-armed horle, and many more of the Ijjght- 
rarmed rode before him- Indeed, his vnflals and ilaves 
.made up a body of cavaby little lefs than ten thou- 
. fand. He had the hereditary privilege in his family 

- to put the diadem upon the king's head, when he 
' was- crowned. When Orodes was driven frcnn the 
.throne, he reftored him} and it. was be vbo^^con* 

quered for him the great city of Seleucia, being the 

- firft to fcale the wall, and beating oS the enemy with 
his own hand. Thoygb be was- then not thirty 

' years old, his difcemment was ftrong and bis coon&l 

•. efteemed the beiL Thefe were the talents by which 
he overthrew CrafTus, who laid him&lf open to his 

.arts, firft by a too fangyine cMifidence,.aiid after- 
wards by his fears and.d^eflion under misfor- 

■ tunfii. 

When 
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Wh^ Crafliis had liftened to the lore of Amm* 
nes, aod left the river to march into the plain, the 
tr^tor led him away that was fmooth and eafy at 
firft; but after a while it became extremely difficult, 
by reafon of the deep fands in which he had to wade, 
and the fight of a v:^ defert without wood or water, 
which afforded no prtrfpeft of repofe or hope of re- 
fi-eihment. So that his troops were ready to give out, 
not only through thirft and the difficulty of the 
march, hut through the comfortlefs and melancholy 
view before them of a country where there was nei- 
ther tree nor fbeam to be feen, no hill to fhelt^ 
them, no green herb growing, but the billows of an 
immenfe fea of fand furrounding the whole army. 

Thefe things gave them fufficient reafon to fufped 

■ they were betrayed ; but when the envoys of Arta- 
vafdes arrived, there was no room to doubt it. That 
princeinibrmed CralTus, <* That Orodes had invaded 
" his kingdom with a great array, fo that now he 
** could fend the Romans no fuccours. Therefore 
** he advifed them to march towards Armenia, where 
•' with their united forces they might give Orodes 
** battle. If Craffus did not relilh this advice, he 
•* conjured him at leaft never to encamp upon any 

- ** ground favourable to the cavalry, but to keep 

■ •* clofe to thf mountains." CraiTus in his refent- 
ment and infatuation would fend no anfwer in 
writing ; he only faid he was not at leifure now 
to think of the Armenians, but by and by he 
would come and chaftife thdr king for his per- 
fidioufnefs. Caffius was again extremely chagrin- 
ed, but would not make any more remonftrancet 
to the general, who was already offended at the li- 
berty he had taken. He appUed, however, to the 
barbarian in private, in fuch terms as thefe, '* O 
** thou vileA of impoHors, what malevolent daemon 
** has brought . thee amongH: us ? By what potions, , 
** by what enchantments, ball tfaou prev^led upon 
** Craffus to pour his army into this vaA, this amaz- 
ing 
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** ing ddert ; a march more' fit for a Nunudian rob*' 
** ber than for a Roman gener^ i" The barbarian, 
who had art enough to adapt himfelf to all occa- 
fitms, humbled himfelf to Caflius, and encouTaged 
him to hold out and have ' patience tmly -a little 
longer. As for the foldiers, he rode about the ranks 
nnder a pretence of fortifying them againft their fa.- 
tigues, and made ufe of (everal taunting exprei&ons 
to them, *• What!" faidhe, *' do you imagine that 
•* you are marching through Campairia i Do you 
** exped the fountains, the Itreams, the fhades, the 
*' baths, and houfes of refreihment you met mth 
** there? and wilt you never remember that you 
** are traverfing the barren confines of the Arabians 
*• and Aflyrians ?*' Thus the traitor admonijhed, or 
rather infulted the Romans, and got off at laA be- 
fore bis impollure 'was difcovered. Nor was this 
without the general's knowledge ; he even perAiaded 
him thai, that he was going upon fome fcheme to 
put the enemy in diforder. 

It is faid, that Crafliis on that day did not ^pear 
in a purple robe, fucb as the Roman generals ufed 
to wear, but in a black one ; and when he perceived 
. his miftake, he went and changed it. Some of the 
ftandards too were fo rooted in the ground, that they - 
could not be moved without the greateit efforts. 
. . Craffus only laughed at the omen, and haftened his 
march the more, making the foot keep up with the 
cavalry. Mean time the remains of a reconnoitring 
party returned, with an account that their comrades 
«rere killed by the Parthians, and that they had 
efcaped with great difficulty. At the lame time they 
affured him, mat the enemy was advandng with very 
numerous forces aad in the faigheft fprits. 

This intelligence fpread great difinay among the 
trctops, and Craffus- was the moH totiiied of all In 
hie confofiott he had' fcaice tmderftanding enourii 
about him to draw up his army properly. At fint* 
s^eeably to the opinitai of Caffius, he exWUbfi 
Vol. in. Gg lU 
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the front of his infadtfy fe as te occupy a great 
Ipace of groufid, to prav«nt thdf bung fwrounded, 
sind diftributed the <aTalry ia the wkigf. But fopa 
altering his mind, he dr^w up the legions in a clofe 
fqnare and made -a iront «yay «*y, each front coo* 
filling of twelve cohorti.. Every cohort h^d its 
troop of horfe allotted it, that no part might rem^iq 
unfupported by the cavalry, but that the wholQ 
mi^t advuice with equal fecutity ta the charge* 
One of the viogs v/is given to Cai^us, the other t» 
young Crafltis, a;id the general pljtced himfelf ia the 
centre. 

In this order they movad fi^v^d, till they came 
to a livet called BaliSue, vhkh la itfelf wa» net cqi^ 
fiderable, but the fight of it gave great pleafure to 
the fbldiers, as well on account of their heat and 
thirll, as the &tigues of a march through a dry and 
landy defert. Moll of the officers were of opinion 
that they ought to pafs the night there, and after 
having got the belt intelligence they could of the 
number of the enemy aBd their order, advance 
againft them at break of day. £ut Craflus, (Carried 
away by the eagemefB of hia fon, and of the cavalry 
about him, ^ho called upon him to lead them to the 
charge, commanded thofe who wanted refreftimaW, 
to tjikeit as they flood in their ranks. Before they 
had all done, he began his march* not letfutely aad 
\irith proper paufes, as is secef^y in going ta bBt{le» 
but with a quick and continued pace till they c^^ne ' 
in fight of xha enemy, who appeared Neither h nu- 
merous nor fo formidable aG tbity had expected. For 
Surena had concealed his main force behind the ad- 
vanced gui^d, and to prevent their bang difcovered 
by the glittering of their arnwur, he had ordered 
them to cover it wiili their coiots or with (kin$. 

When bath armies were near enough to eDgl^e»- 
and the generals bad givenr tjke fignttt, t^ field re*' 
fpUttded with, a horrid. din ini dreadibl bclfa>v«^- 
Bai':the£aahi3es.dci.iiot.e»KtS:.^K^'inQi to ftigbMi- 
-•■' 0-- " ' L! .«it5 
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mth cornets and trumpets, bat with certain boiknr 
inftnimmts covered with leither, and furrdunded 
with brafs bells, .which they beat continually. - The 
found is deep and difmal, fomething between the 
hovding of wild beads and the crafliing of thimder ; 
and it was Irom fage' reflc^on th^ had adopted it, 
having obferred, that of all the fenlet, that of hear- 
ujLg focneft difturbs the mind, agitates the paJions, 
and unhinges the underflacdlng. 

While the Romans were trembling at the horrid 
noife, the Parthians fuddenly ancovered their arms, 
and af^^ed like battalions of fire, wkh the gleam 
of their breaft-plates and their helmets of Marxian 
ftedl poliflied to the greateft perfe£ticai. Their ca- 
valry too, completely armed in brafs and fteel, flied a 
luftre no leS» ftrikmg. At the head of them ap- 
peared Surena, tall and well made ; but his femidite 
beauty did not promife fuch courage as he was pof^ 
fefiied of. For he was drefled in the ^(hion of the 
Medee, with hjs face painted, and his hair curled 
and aqu^ly parted ; while the reft of the Parthian* 
vore that hair in great diforder,' like the Scythians, 
to make themfelves look more terrible. 
. At firft, the barbarians intended to have charged 
with their pikes, and opened a way through the fore- 
moft ranks ; but when ^hey faw the depth of ths 
Roman battalions, the clofenefs of their order, and 
the firnmefs of their ftanding, they drew back, and, 
under die appearance of breaking their ranks, and 
difperfmg, wheeled about and furrounded the Ro- 
mans. At that inftant CralTus ordered his archers 
and light infantry to begin the charge. Biit they 
had not gone far, before they were ialuted with a 
fliower of arrows, which came with fuch force and 
did fo much execution, as dro^e them back upon tha 
battalions. This wag the beginning of diforda and 
confl:emation among the heavy-armed, whftn they be* 
heid the force and ftrength of the arrows, agahift 
whichna armow was proof, ^id whofs keeBftefs -tKn 
' G g a _ thing 
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thing could refift. The Parthians now Ceparated, and 
began to exercife thdr artillery upon the Romans On 
all fides at a confiderable diuance i not needing to 
take any cxaft aim, by reafon of the clofenefs and 
depth of the fquaie in which their advcrfaries were 
drawn up. Their bows were large and ftrong, yet 
capable of bending till the arrows were drawn to the 
head; the force they went with was confequently very 
great, and the wounds they gave mortal. 

The Romans were now in a dreadful fituation. 
If they ftood ftill, they were pierced through ; . if 
l^ey advanced, they could make no reprifals, and yet 
were fure to meet their fate. For the Parthians fhoot 
as they &y ; and this they do with dexterity inferior 
only to the Scythians. It is indeed an excellent 
expedient, becaufe they fave themfelves by retiring, 
and, by fighting all the while, efcape the difgrace of 
flight. 

While the Romans had any hopes that the Parthi- 
ans would fpend ail their arrows and quit the combat, 
er elfe advance hand to hand, they bore their dif- 
trcfles with patience; But as foon as-it was perceived, 
that behind the enemy there was a number of camels 
loaded with arrows, from whence the firft ranks, 
after they emptied their quivers, were fupplicd, 
Craffus feeing no end to his fufferlngs, was greatly 
diftreffed. The Hep he took, was, to fend orders to 
his fon to get up with the enemy, and charge them, 
if polTible, before he was quite furrounded: for it 
was principally againft him that one wing of the Par- 
thian cavahy direfted their efforts, in hopes of taking 
bim in the rear. Upon this, the young man took 
thirteen hundred hone, of which thofe he had from 
Csefar made a thoufand, five -hundred archers, and 
eight cohorts of infantry which were next at hand, 
and wheeled about to come to the charge. However, 
the Parthians, whether it was that they were afraid 
to meet a detachment tha.t came againft them in fuch 
good order, which fwae lay was the cafe j or whe- 
., ■ ther 
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ther they vnnted to draw young CralTus as far ^& 
diey poifiblv could from . tus father, turned their, 
badcs and fled*. The young man cried out, V'Afy 
dare notjiand us^ and followed at full fpeed. So did. 
Cenforinus and Megabacchus f ; the latter a man 
noted for his ftrengtb and courage, and the former- 
a perfon of fenatorial dignity, and an excellent ora-; 
tor. Both were intimate iriends of young CrafluSy 
and nearly of his age. 

The cavalry kept on, and fuch was the alacrity an^ 
fpirit of hope with which the infantry were infpired, 
that they were not left behind ; for they imstgined, 
they were only purfuing a conquered enemy. But 
they had not gone far before they found how' much 
they were deceived. The pretended fugitives feced 
about, and many others joining them, advanced to 
the encounter. The Romans, upon this, made a 
Hand, fuppofing the enemy would come to clofe 
quarters with them, becaufe their numbet was but 
fmall. Hie Parthians, however, only formed a line 
of their heavy-armed cavalry oppofite their adver- 
fanes, and then ordered their irregulars to gallop 
round, and beat up the fand and duft in fuch a 
manner, that the Romans could fcarcely either fee or 
fpeak for the clouds of it. Befides, the latter were - 
drawn up in fo fmall a compafs, and prefled fo clofe 
upon each other, that they were a very &ir mark for 
the enemy. Their death was too lingering. They 
rolled about in ponies of pain with the arrows IUck- 
ing in them, and before they died, endeavoured to 

* It was their oommon method not to fland a pitched battts 
with troop* that were in any de^e their nutcb. Id retreating 
and adraadpg, as ixc^{^oa retjuiml, they knew the advanuge 
they bad in the (wiftiieft of the^* horics, and in the excellency of 
their arcben. 

t It i< not cafy to fav what Bonun name Megabacchiu could b» 
the comiption of. Xyknder telb la he found in an old tranflatioit 
Pw Plmcw, Viqiatij, that tranilatoi might l)ave t)]e suthotit;^ 
pf loBM manu&rtpt. ■ 

Gg3 pull 
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pull out the barbed points vhidi wane emangled 
tnthJn their veins and finews; an effort that fenred 
only to efAdXge thdr wounds, and add <o that tor< 
twe. • ' 

Many died in this miferable manner, aai thofe 
who furvived were not fit for adion. Vfhen Pulv 
fins* deSred them to attack the heairy-ajmed caralry, 
they fhewed h^n thdr hands nailed to their fiields, 
and their feet faftened to the ground, fo that they 
^uld neither 5ght nor fly. He therefcrs encouraged 
his cavaby, uid advanced widi great Tigour to the 
abarge. But the difpute «as by no means i^n an 
flquElity, eitbet m r£fpe£t of attack or defence. For 
his men had only v/ezk. and fhort javelins to attempt 
^ Parthian cuirafies which were made either of 
raw* hides or fteel ; while the oiemy'i (Irong pikes 
couid eaiily make an impreflion upon the naked or 
Kght-armed Gauls. Thefe were the troops in which 
he pkiced his chief confidence, and indeed he worked 
Wonders With them. Tbcy iaid bold cm the pikes of 
the barbarians, and grappling with them, polled them 
from their horfes, and threw them on the ground, 
where they could hardly fiir by reafon of tiie weight 
of their armour. Many ol* them even qnitted t&i 
owrt horfes, and getting under thofe of the PartM- 
ans, wounded tb^ in the belly ; upon which the 
horfes, mad with pain, plunged and threw their 
riders, and treading them under foot along with the 
enemy, at laft fell down dead upon both. What went 
hirdeft againft the Gauls was heat and thirft, for they 
had not been accuftomed to either. And they had 
jAft tiroft of their horfes by advancing forioufly againft 
rile enemy's pikes. 

They had now no refource, but to retire to their 
infantry, and to carry off young Craflus, who was 
much wounded. But baj^eoing to iee a hill of 
fimd by the way, they retired to it ; and hayiitg 
fhcei their Jiorfcs in the middle, they locked their 

(hield* 
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flxelds together ail rouAd, inutginiag that would 
f roTe the belt defence igainll the barbarians. It hap- 
pened^ however, quite otherwife. While they were 
upon plain ground, the fisremolt ranks afforded fotne 
Aelter to thofe bdimd ; but upon an eminwice, the 
imevenHefa of the gronnd Shewed crnle above anoffier, 
and thofe bdnnd tucrher tiura thofe before, fo that 
ihffra waa no chance for any of them to efcape; thqr 
fell ptomifcooufly, hnnendiig their inglonads fate, and 
the impofnixllty of exerting theaifalvcE to the laft. 

Young Cranus had wkh him two Greeks, named 
Hieronymus and ^icomachus, who had fettled in 
that country in the town of Ca^■a^ Thde advifed 
him to retire with them, and to make his efcape to 
fichnEe,^ a city which had adopted the Rcnnan inte- 
refts, and was at no great diftance. But he anfwered, 
^ There was no deuh, however dreai&l, the (ear 
** of which could make him leave fo many brave men 
** dying for his fake.*' At tiie fame time, he dofired 
them to fave themielvei, and than erabracM tad <tiA 
■lifled them. As his own hand vfxa t-ransfiKed with aa 
arrow, and he could not ufe it, he o0ered his fide Co 
bis armour bearer, and ordered him to ftrike the 
blow. Cenforinus is (aid to have died in the'iatne 
manner. As for Megabacehus, he difpatched htm- 
(elf with his own hand, and the other principal olH< 
cers foliowad his example. The reft fell by the Par- 
thian pikes, after they had defended themfelves gaU 
bmtly to the laft. Ine enemy did not make alrave 
five hundred prifoners^ 

"When they had cut off die head of young Cniffus, 
they marched with it to his &ther, whofe affairs were 
in this poffure. After he had ordered his fon to 
charge the Parthtans, news was brought him diat 
they fled with great precipitation, ana that the Ro- 
mans pur&ed them with *quai vivacity. He per- 
ceived alfo that on hit fide the enemy's operations 
were comparatively feebl? ; for the greatest part of 
G g 4 then* 
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diem were then gone after his fon. Hereupon he re- 
covered his fpirite in fome degree, and dr^ his forces, 
back to feme higher groond, expe^ng every moment 
his fon's return from the purfuit. 

Fublius had fent feveral mefiengers to inform him 
of his danger ; but the firft had iillen in with the 
barbarians, and vere cut in pieces ; and the lad hav- 
ing efcaped with great difficulty, tc^d iiim, his fon was 
loft, if he had not large and immediate fuccour. Craf- 
fus was fo diflraded by different patHons, that he could 
not form any rational fcheme. On the one hand, he 
was aiiraid of facrificing the whole army, and on the' 
other, anxious for the prefervation of tus fon ; but at 
laft he refolved to march to his adiftance. 

Mean time, the enemy advanced with loud fliouts 
and fongs of fi&ory, which made them appear m^e 
terrible ; and all the drums bellowing again in the 
ears of the Romans, gave the notice of another en- 
gagement. The Parthians coming forward with the 
h^ of Publius upon a fpear, demanded in the moft 
contemptuous manner, whether they knew the femily 
and parents of the young man. " For," iaid theyi 
** it is not poflible that fo brave and gallant a youth 
** jhoilld be the fon of Craffus, the greateft daftard and 
** the meaneft wretch in the world.'* 

This fpeftacle broke the fpirits of the Romans, 
more than all the calamities they had met with. 
Inflead of exciting them to revenge, as might have 
been expelled, it produced a horror and tremor 
which ran through the whole army. Neverthelds, 
Craflus, on this melancholy occafion, behaved with 
greater magnanimity than he had ever (hewn before. 
He marched up and down the ranks, and cried, 
*' Romans, this lofs is mine. The fortunes and 
" glory of Rome ftand fafe' and undiminiOied in 
^' you. If you have any jaty for me, who am be- 
" reaved of the beft of fons, fliew it in your re- 
i* fentment againft the enemy. Put an end to their. 
*' triumph} 
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** triumph i avenge thdr cruelty. Benotaftomlhed 
*< at t}m lofs ; tney mull always have fomething ta 
** fufier, who afpire to great things. LucoUus did 
** not pull down Tigranes, nor Scipto, Anriachus, 
** without fome expence of blood. Our anceflors 
** loll a tboufand fhips before they reduced Sidly ; and 
*' many great officers and generals in Italy, but no 
** previous lofs prevented their fubduing the con* 
** querors. For it was not by her good fortune, bal .. 
" by the. perfeverance and fortitude with which (he 
** combated adveriity, that Rome has riien to hxx 
*' prrfent hdght of power." 

Craflus, though he thus endeavoured to animate 
his troops, did not find many liilen to him widi plea- 
fure. He was fenfible their depreflion ftill continued, 
when he ordered them to fliout for the battle ; for 
their fhout was feeble, languid, and unequal, white 
that of the barbarians was bold and fb-ong. What 
the attack began, the light-armed cavalry taking the 
Romans in flank, galled them with their arrows; 
while the heavy-armed charging them in front with 
thor pike;, drove them into a narrow fpace. Some 
indeed, to avoid a more painful death from the arrows, 
advanced with the refolUtidn of defpair, but did not do 
much execution. All, the advantage they had, was, 
that they were fpeedily difpatched by the large wounih 
they received from the broad heads of the enemy's 
ftrong pikes, which they puihed with fuch violence, 
that mey often |»erced through two men at once*. 

Hie fight continued in this manner all day ; and 
when the barbarians came to retire, they faid, " They 
*' would give CralTus one night to bewail his fon \ 
** if he did not in the mean time confider better, 
'* and rather choofi: to go and furrender himfelf to 
*' Arfaces, thui be carried." Then they fat down 



■* There is nothing incredible in this, for it is frequently done 
by die Tartars in the lame mode of lighting at this day. 
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iKAt the RoDua army, md pdflcd the nigfit in gteat 
filtkfadtoa, hoping to filitih the tSair the next day. 

It was a melancholy and dreadful night to the Ro- 
;iuAs> They took no care to bury the dead, nor any 
notice of tbs wounded, many of which were expiring 
{n gredX^iytata. Every man had his own hte to de- 
plore. Inat iate s|^eared inevitable, whether they 
remain^ where they were, or threw themfelves in 
the night into that boundlefs plain. ITiey found a 
great objedion too, againH: retiring, in the wounded ; 
who would retard their flight, if they attempted to 
carry them oW, and alarm the enemy with their cries, 
if they were left behind. 

As for CraJTus, though they beliered him the caufe 
of all their mileries, they wanted him to make hie 
sppearanc^ and fpeak to them. But he had covered 
his head, chofen darknefs for «his companion, and 
flretched Mmfelf upon the ground. A fad example 
to the Tulgai of the inAability of fortune ; and to 
men of deeper thought, of the efie£^s of nihnaTs and 
ill-placed ambition. Not contented with bdng die 
firil and greatefl amon^ many millions of men, he had 
eonfidered himfelf in a mean hght, becaufe there were 
two above him. 

. 0£baviu8, one of his lieutenants, and Caffius, en- 
deavoured to raife him from the ground and con- 
fole him, but found that he ga«e himfelf entirely 
up to defpair. They then, by their own authority, 
fummoued the c^iturions and other officers to a couA- 
cil of war, in which it was refblved that they fiiould re- 
tire. Accordingly they began to do fo without found 
of trumpet, and filemly enough at firft. But viiea 
the fick and wounded perceived that they were going 
to be dcferted, their dolefil cries and lamentations 
fiUed the ^ole army with conhifion and ^forder. 
Still greater terrors feized them as they proceeded, 
the foremoft troops imagining that thofe behind were 
enemies. They often miffed their way, often flopped 
to put themfelves in feme order, or t6 take fome of 

the 
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the wounded oS the beafts of liurthen, and put others 
on. By thefe things they loft a great deal of time f 
-infomuch that Ignatius only, who made the heft of hii 
Way with three hundred horfc, airived at Carra: about 
midnight. He faluted the guards in Latin, and whea 
he perceived they heard him, he bade them go and 
tell Coponius who commanded there, that Crailus liad 
fought a great battle wth the ParrhianB. Then, with» 
' out explaining himfelf farther, or acquainting them 
who he was, he made off as faft a» pofHble to Zeugma; 
by which means he faved himfelf and his troop, hat 
at the fame time was much Uamed for deferting fais 
general. 

However, Craffus found his advantage in the hint 
given to Copwrius. That officer confidering that the 
hurry and confufion with which the meffage wii deli- 
vered, betokened no good, ordered his tnen to arm; 
and as foon as he was apprifed that CralTus was march* 
ing that way, he went out to meet him, and conduc- 
ed his army into the town. 

Though the ^rthians in the night percdved the 
flight of the Rcmiang, they did not parfue them ; bitt 
at break of day they fell upon thofe that were left in 
the camp and difpatched them, to the number of four 
ihoufand. The cavalry alfo jMcked up many othera 
who were ftraggling upon the plain. One of the Ro- 
man officers, named Varguntinus, had wandered in 
the night from die main body with four cohorts, and 
was found next morning polled upon a hill. The 
barbarians furrounded their little corps, and killed 
them all, except twenty rtien. Thefe made their way 
through the enemy, fword in hand, who let them pafs, 
and they arrived fafe at Carree. 

A rumour was now brought to Surena, that 
CraiTus with the beft of his officers and troops had 
efcapedj and that thofe who had retired into Carra:, 
were only a mixed' multitude not worth his notice. 
He was E^aid, therefore, that he had ioft the fruit* 
(kF his vi^ory j but not being abfolutely certain, he 

wanted 
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vanted better information, in order to determine 
whether he fliould befiege Carra:, or purfue Craffus,- 
wherever he might have fled. For this purpofe he 
difpatched an interpreter to the walls, who was to 
call Crafliis or Caflius in Latin, and tell them that 
Surena demanded a conference. As foon as the bu- 
finefs of the interpreter was made known to CraiTus, 
he accepted the propofal. And not long alter, cer- 
tain Arabians arrived from the fame quarter, who 
knew CraiTus and Caffius well, having been in the 
Roman camp -before the battle. Thefe feeing Caf- 
fins upon the walls, told him, " Surena was ready 
*< to conclude a peace with them, on condition they 
" would be upon terms of friendffaip with the king 
*' his mailer, and give up Mefopotamia; for he 
*' thcSught this more advantageous to both, than com* 
** ing to extremities." Caffius embraced the overture, 
and demanded that the time and place might be fixed 
for an interview between Surena and Cr^us i which 
the Arabians undertook for, and then rode off. 

Surena, delighted to find that the Romans were in 
a place where they might be befieged, led his Parthi- 
ans againlt them the next day. Thefe barbarians 
treated them with great infolence, and told them, if 
they wanted either peace or truce, they mufl deliver 
up CraJfus and CaiTius bound. The Romans, greatly 
affli^ed at iinding themfelves fo impofed upon, told 
CraCus, he mult give up his diflant and vain hopes of 
fuccour from the Armenians, and refolve upon 
flight. This refolution ought to have been concealed 
from all the inhabitants - of Carrse till the moment it 
was put in execution. But Craflus revoded it to 
Andromachus, one of the moll perfidious among^ 
them, whom he atfo chofe for his guide. From 
this traitor the Farthians learnt every Hep that was 
taken. 

As it was not their cuftom, nor confequently very 
pra^cable for them to fight in the night, and it was 
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in ihe night that Craflus marched out, Andromachtis 
contrived that they might not be far behind. With 
this view he artfully led the Romans fometimes one 
■»ay, fometimea another, and at laft entangled them 
among deep marlhes and ditches, where it was diffi- 
cult to get either forward or backward. There were 
feveral who conjectured from this ftiifting and turn- 
ing, that Andromachus had fome ill defign, and therfc- 
fore refufed to follow him any fiirther. As for Caf- 
lias, he returned to Came; and when his gitidea, 
who were Arabians, advifcd him to wait till the 
moon had palTed the Scorpion, he anfwered, " I am 
** more afraid of the Sagittary •." Then making 
the beft of his way, he. got into Aflyria with fire 
hundred horfe. Others finding faithful guides reached 
the mountains of Sinnaca, and were pmedly fecure, 
before it was light. Thefe, about five thoufand in 
number, were under the conduA of 0£tavius, a man 
of gre^ merit and honour. 

Mean time day overtook Craflus, while, through 
the treachery of Andromachus, he was wandering in 
bogs and other impradicable ground. He had with 
him only four cohorts of infantry, a very fmall 
number of horfe, and five liftors. At length he 
regained the road with much labour and difficulty ;' 
but by thii time the enemy was comitig up. He 
was not above twelve furlongs behind the corps un- . 
der O&avius. However, as he could not join him, 
all he could do was, to retire to a hill, not fo fecure 
agwnft cavalry as Sinnaca, but fituated under thofe 
mountains, and connected with them by a long ridge 
which ran through the plain. Odavius, therefore, 
could fee the danger Craflus was in, and he immedi- 
ately ran down with a finall band to his alHllancev 
Upon this, the refl:, reproaching themfelves for flay- 
ing belund, defceuded from the heights, and falling 
upon th&Parthians, drove them from the hill. Then 
th^ tock CraJ&s in the midft of them, and fencing 
* AUuding to the Puthiwi uchen. 

him 
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btm wkh tbdr fliields> Mdl^ declared, diac no Patr 
diian arrow (hould touch their general, while any of 
them were left alive. 

Surena now perceiving that the Farthiam were 
lefs vigorous in their attacks, and that if night 
came on, and the Romains gained the mountains, they 
would be entirely out of his reach, formed a ftrata- 
gem to get Craifus into his hands. He diOniflbii 
fome of Bis priibners, after they had heard the t^tm- 
TCrfation of the Parthian foldiers, who had beea 
initru^ed to fay, that the king did not want perpe^ 
Mial war with the Romans, but had rather renew the 
friendfiup and alhance by his generous treatment cf 
Craffus. After this manceuvre, the barbarians with- 
drew from the combat, and Surena, with a few of his 
{ffiucipal officers, advancing gently to the hill, where 
he unftrung his bow, and offering his band, invited 
CraiTus to an agreement* He faid, " the king had 
** hitherto, contrary to his incHnatioas, given proofs 
'* of his power, but now he would with jHeafare 
*' ihew his moderation and clemency, in coming to 
** terms with the Romans, and fuffcring i^t^m to 
** depart in peace." 

The troops received this propofai of Soreqa with 
joy. But CraiTus, whofe errors had all been owing 
to the Parthian treachery and deceit, and thcwght 
this fudden change in their behanour a very AiTpi- 
ciottS circumftance, did not accept the- owrtorf, hat 
flood deliberating. Hereupon, the foldien ra^^d 3 
great outcry, and bade him go down. Then they 
proceeded to jnfults and rqiroachcl, telUng him* 
*' he was very willing to expofe thbn to the wespong 
*' of the ParthiaoB, but did not dare to me9t them 
*' bimfelf, when they had laid dbwn thetr ann, ond 
*' wanted only a friendly, confarence." 

At firft he bad recourfe to indreasiflS^ .and ropre? 
fented, that if they would but hold oiit.tke Hmainr. 
dsT.of the day, ihoy might im tbe aighl gain iba ■ 
luountaios and rotiktf, which wo^ be. iuccellible to 
. . " cavalry. 
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cavalry. At' the feme time he pointed to .the way, 
and begged of them not to forego the hopes of 
Ikfety when ihey had it fo near. But when he found 
they received his addrefs with anger, and clafhing 
tbtar arms in a menacing maimer, he was terrified, 
and began to go ; only turning round a moment to 
fpeakthefe few words, " You, Oftavius, and you, 
** Petronius, and all you Roman officers that are 
** prefent, are'witneffes of the neceffity I am under 
'* to take this ftep, and confcious of the diftionour 
** and TiOlence I fuffer. But when you are fafe, pray 
'* teU the world that I was deceived by the enemy, 
*' and' not that I was abandoned by my country- 
** men." 

However, 0£hiviu3 and' Petronius would not flay 
behind; they defcended the hill with him. lbs' 
liftors too would have followed, but he fent them 
back. The firft perfons that met him, on the part 
of the barbarians, were two Greeks of the half breed. 
They difmounted and made Craffus a low reverence, 
and addreffing him in Greek, defired he would fend ■ 
fome of his people to fee that Surena and his com- 
pany came unarmed and without any .weapons con- 
cealed about them. Crafllis anfwered, " that if 
*' his life had been of any account with him, he 
" fliould not have trufted himfelf in their hands." 
Neverthelefs, he fent two brothers of the name of 
Rofcius before him, to enquire upon what footingj 
aid how many of each fide were to meet. Surena de- 
tained thofe meflengMS, and advanced in perfon with 
his principal officers on horfeback. " What is this,'*' 
fiiid he, •* I behold ? A Roman general on foot, 
** when we are on horfeback?" Then he ordered a 
horfe to be brought fw* him. But Craffus anfwered, 
** There was no error on cither fide, fince each came 
*' to treat after the manner of his country." "TTren," 
faid Surena, " from this moment there fliall bepeace- 
** and all aUuoce between. Orodct w:d the RonAns ; 
" but the treaty muft be figned upon the banks cS 

« the 
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*' the Euphrates :- for you Ronuns fem^ber your 
** agreements yefy ill." Then he offered him his 
hand^ and when Craffus would haye-fent for a horfe, 
he told him, there was no need j the king would 
** fupply turn with one." At the fame time a horfe 
was brought with furniture of gold, and the equer- 
ries having mounted Craffus, began to drive him for- 
ward. 0£tavius then laid hold on the bridle; in 
which he was followed by Petronius, a legionary tri- 
bune. Afterwards the reff of the Romans who at- 
tended, endeavoured to ffop the horfe, and to draw 
off thofe who preffed upon Craffus on each fide. A 
fizuffle and tumult enfued, which ended in blows. 
Thereupon ()aavius drew his fword, and killed one 
of the Parthian grooms ; and another coming behind 
O^vius, difpatched him. Petronius, who had no 
arms to defend him, received a llroke on his breaft- 
plate, but leaped horn his horfe unwound,ed. Craffus 
was killed by a Parthian named Pomaxtethres * : 
though fome fay, another difpatched him, and 
Pomaxasthres cut off bis head and right hand. In- 
deed, all thefe circumffances muff be rather from 
conjeflure than knowledge. For part of thofe who 
attended were Hain in attempting to defend Craffus, 
and the refl: had nm up the hill on the firff alarm. 

After this, the Parthians went and addreffed them- 
felves to the troops at the top. Themtold them, 
Craffus had met with the reward his iiHuffice de- 
ferved ; but, as for them, Surena defired they would 
come down boldly, for they had nothing' to fear. 
Upon this promife foihe went down and furrendered 
themfelves. Others attempted to get off in the 
night ; but very few of thofe efcaped. The reft 
were hunted by the Arabians, and either taken or 
put to the fword. It is laid, that in all there were 
twenty thoufand killed, and ten thoufand made pri- 
Jbners. 

* Appian caDi Um Maxutires, and in fimie COptet of IlntanA 
be is called AjulthKa. 

Surena 
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r ' ^i«na fent the head and band to Orodes in An 
tAenift i nqtwi^ftanding which he ordered his BQftf- 
ferigerslo giVti it out at Seleucia that he vras bring- 
ing Cr^us alive. - Piirfuant to this report, he pre- 
'pared ^ kind ofmock proceflion, which, by way of , 
ridicule, he called triumph. Caius Pacianus, who, of 
-4Jl'the'prifonefs,rnoft refembledCra0Us,,WaS dreffed 
Ma Hfch IfObe in the Parthian fafliion, and inftrufted 
•tb abfwer to the name of Craflus artd title of gene- 
tkt Thusaccoutred,.he iharched on horfeback at 
3the' hiad of the Romans. Befbrehim marched the 
■trumpets and li£h>rs, mounted upon camels. Upon 
the lids were fufpended «mpty purfes, and on the 
axes heaids of the Romans newly cut off. Behiud 
■'came the Se!eucian courtezans with mufic, Cngtng 
■fcurril<»js and farcical foBgs upon the effeminacy 
and cowardice of "Craffus. 

■ :Thefe'thingB were to aniufe (he populace/- But 
after the farce was over, Surerta affembled the fenate 
'of Seleucia, and-'produccd the obfcene booksof 

, Al-iftides, called Milefiacsv Nor wa§ this a ground- 
' -lefs invention to blacken the Romans. /Fof the 

■ bookfibeiAg really found in the baggage of Ruflius*, 
igaveSurena an'' excellent opportunity to fay many 

■ Waij) and fatirical things of the Rortians, who even 
-in time of ^ar could not refrain from fuch libidi- 

■ nous actions and aboininlble books. 

' -^This fcene put the SeleUcians in mind of the wife 
tOmarkofjElop. They faW Surena had put the Ml- 
lefian obfcenitieS in the fore part of the wallet, and 

-behind they beheld a Parthian fybaris f, with a long 
train of carriages full of harlots ; infomuch that his 
army refenibled the ferpents C2\\zd fcytala. Fierce 
and formidable in its head, it prefented nothing but 
pikes, artillery, and war-horfes ; while the tail ridicu- 
loufly enough exhibited proftitutes, muiical inflru' 

* Otieof tbe Bodldan manulctiptg has it Rofciui. 
f Sfbaris vas a owa in Lucatiu tvaaat fat iti luzni; and 
tShmaa.cy. ■ 

Vot. in. H h toents, 
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in«pfe vf4_fig^is fopiit iq feing f#4 rift* wiA 
tippi? -ffoffiao, I^MftiHp undoabtp4}y w^s to bt 
tUmfid, fe«t it Was aa impudent thing ii* tkePare 
t^i^s fo cenfprg thp MilpJ^acs^ w^ep njMy fifthe 

\ P^KQff i^iefr tijaDfaaiQriB, Oro^^^ Yf^ r«E^»oil*4 
to Artav^fdes t^ iVj^pniaB, afid had a<w9d to s 
B^ftrriagp tiet^epp that prippe'e (iHer gnd hisfop !*■? 
eprjjs. . Ofl this pcfajiofl thf y freely went tp eaeli 
Qtt)£^E fgntertainueotej jn which m^ay pf th^ <j*r6fd; 
tf^fif dies were prefcpted. For Orodes was npt UO- 
vprit^ in (he Greeiap litaratpre ; and AifaYP^* 
^^(1 written tfpgedies hinjfelf, gs well as oratimii 
and hiftGripg, fopie of which ^re ftiU e^tnat, In 
^B^ Otf tji^e eptertainmeots, while they, were yet at 
table, the head of CrafTus ^^s bratjight to the docv* 
Jafon, i^ tragedian of thP ^'ty .Pf TraJles.' was re- 
hearing t^e BacchjB of Eppipi4e8j apd in the tr»- 
j^'cai aQveqtures pf Ppntb^iis and Agave. AH the 
jfpmppjiy vwere ejtpre^ng their ^dnpiratios of the 
fU^c^f wJ^en Sill?ucefi, entering <hf 9MrtBB«rt, pfof- 
tra.t^d himfelf before the kLag, fud Taid tb« hfia4«f 
pr^lj'u> ft hib &£t- The Parthians wplcpfloeii it wi^ 
^ppl^matipDs of joy ; pcd the ^ttendanits> by ttte 
jfLuiig's order, placed Sillaces, at Ui* table. Jiera- 
upun, jafon gave pa<f pf ^e 9^pr£ the hahit tf 
iPentbei^. ia whiph he had^ppeaKdi ^nd pvttipg 
op that of Ae^ve, with the fraQtip air and all. ^ 
epthufiafni of a bacchanal, fiKtg that part ^heie 
Agave prefents the head of Pentbcus vpoo hci 
. thyfft^s, fajucyiog it to be that pf a yvupg Won-^ 

. Jf^ell are our toils repay'd: Qn yonder vmmtahti 
We pierc'd the lordly favage. 

Finding t^e ppippany e^ttrciwly delighted, he 
went on— ■ r 

■ The chpnjs ttSti, IVko gave the glvms hiow f 
Agave anfwers, Mne^ mm is theprizfi, 

Pemax- 
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' PomftXtttbres, v^o was fitting at the table, upon 
liearing this, ftarted up, and would have taken the 
head from Jafon, infiftibg Aat that part belongbd 
to him, and not tO'the after. The ting, highly di- 
■yerted, made Portiaxithres the prefents ulual on 
■f«ch occafions, and rewarded Jafon with a taJertt, 
The expedition of Craffus was ft real tragedy, and 
(fuch was the eKodiute *, or fiiErce after it, 

However, the divine juftice puhifljed Orbdts for 
Jiis cnjelty, and Surena for his perjury. Orodes, 
envying the glory Surena ^ad acquired, put him to 
death foon after. And that prince, having loft his 
fon Pacorus in a battle with the Romans, f^U into a 
languifhing diforder which turned to a dropfy. His 
fecond fon Phraates took the opportunity to give 
him aconite. But finding the poifon worked only 
upon the watery humour, and was carrying off the 
difeafe with it, betook a fliorter mpthod, and ftraur^ 
gled him wijh his own hands f . 

* Eiodiam, in its qri^nat fenfe, figDified the unravelling of 
^e plot, the cataftropbe of a tragedy ; and it retained that fenTe 
among the Greeks. But when the Romani began to 3& their 
Jieht fatiricat pieces (of which (bey had alwajrs been reiy fond) 
f&a iheir tragedies, they applied the term to titofe pjecea. 

f There have been more execrable charafters, but there is not 
perhaps in tl^ hiAmy of mankind qnc more contenipiihle thaa 
^t of CrafTua. His piling palSon was the mofl fordid luft of 
wealth ; and the w|iolc of his conduct, politicri, popular, and mi- 
litary, was f^bfervient to this. If at any time he gave tola public 
munificence, it was with'hiip no more than a fppcies of commerce. 
^y thus treating the people, be wss jaying out bis money in the 
purcbafe of provinces. When Syria fell to his lot, the tranfparts 
lie difcovered iprung not from ihe^reat ambition of carrying the 
Itomaa eagles over tlie EnQ; they were nothing more than the 
joy of a mifer, when he Itunibles upoi^ a hidden treafure. Daz- 
zled with the prpfpetS pf barbariai] gold, he grafpcd, with eager- 
pels, a command for which he had no adequate capacity. We 
find hiib embarrpfled by the flighted difficulties in bii mllitarv 
pperations, and, where h)s obflinacy yrould permit bim, taking^ 
tneafures from the advice of his lieutcnanta. We look with io- 
'^gnatfofron the llgman fquadruns flanding, by hisdifpofilions, at 

}Jh:^' a mark 
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a mark for the Parthian arcbera, and incapable of adia$«kher ta 

the ofifenfive or the Jefeiiiive. The Romans could not be igoo* 
rant of the Parthian method of attacking and retreating, when 
. they bad before fpent fo much time in Ai'mcnia. The faro* of 
their cavalry could Dot be unkao^a in a country- There it was (a 
much dreaded. It was therefore the firft bafioefsnf the Rmnaa 
general to avoid thofe countries which riiight give them any ad- 
vantage in the equdlrian a^lbn. But the hoi fcent of Eadem 
treafure made him a dupe even to (he policy of (he barbarfaai, 
and, to arrive at this- the neaieft way, he lacrificed the livea»f 
tbir^- thoufaud Konian^. , 



NICUS 
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NICIAS AHD CRASSUS 



COMPAEED. 



ONE of the firft things that occurs in this com- 
parifon is that Nicias gained his weahh in a 
lefs exceptionable manner than Craffus. The 
working of mines, indeed, does not feem very fuit- 
able to a man of Nicias's charaSer, where the per- 
fons employed are commonly malefaftors or bar- 
barians, fome of which work in fetters, till the 
damps and unwholefome air put an end to their 
being. But it is comparatively an honourable pur- 
fuit, when put in parallel with getting an eftate bj 
the confifcarions of Sylla, or by buying houfes in 
the midft of fires. Yet Craffus dealt as openly in 
thefe things as he did in agriculture and uwry, 

.As to the other matters which he was cenfured for, 
and which he denied, namely, his making money 
of -his vote in the fenate, his extorting it from the 
allies, his over-reaching filly women by flattery, and 
his undertaking the defence of ill men ; nothing 
Kke Ihefc things was ever imputed by Slander her- 
felf to Nicias. As to his wafting his money upon 
thofewho made a trade of impeachments, to pre- 
vent their doing him any harm, it was a circum- 
ftance which ■ expofed him to ridicule } and un- 

. worthy, perhaps, of the chara£lers of Pericles and 

Ariftides, but neceffary for him whohad a timidity 

ill his nature.' It was a-thing which Lycurgus the 

orator afterwards made a merit of to the people, 

H h 3 when 
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r having bought off one of theC€ 
; " I rejoice, faid he, " that aiter 



ttrheti cenfured for t 

trading informers : " I rejoice," 

" having been fo long employed in the admini' 

" ftration, I am difcovexed to have given money, 

" and not taken ifc"" 

As to their expenfeSf Nicias appears to have beeq 
more public fpirited in bis. His offerings to the 
gods, and the gamea and' traisedies with which he 
entertained the people, were fo many proofaof noble 
and generous fentiments. It h true, all that Nicias 
laid out in this manner.and indeed his whole efiate, 
qmounte4 only to a,finall part of what Craffiis es» 
pei^^ at once^ in entertaining fo many n^riadi of 
men; and Supplying theap with bread afterwards. 
But it would be very Ifaange to mc, if there flioul<i 
be any one who does not perceive that this vice i& 
nothing but an inequality and incoBfifteney of cha- 
mber y puticnlarly when he fees men laying outi 
th&t mcmey in an bonourable manirer wluch they 
Ijarve gpt dishonourably. So much wit^ regard t* 
liieir riches. 

If we confider their iKharlour in tlie adimBiftia<^ 
tion» w£ fliaU notfiod in Nicias any inftance of cun« 
ning^injuftice^ violence,,or effrontery. On the coa-> 
traryrhe fufl^red Alcibiades to imp^e upon,him^ 
and he wa^modeft or ratbeT timid in hifrappltca^ 
tionf^to the people- "Whereafi CralTus, in ttnninir 
^m Ins fneiidsitQ his,-Gxemk:s» and back, again it. 
' his intereft.r«^red it, i&juitly sccufed of an illibcr 
ral duplicity, Noc couM he deny, that he i^d vio^ 
lence to attain the confulfhip, when hehtredruffiqnft 
to lay ihek hands upon Cato and Domitit^. Jin 
theaflembly tliat was.held for tha aUotmfint of th» 
provinces, many vreis woundedy and four citizen» 
killed. Nay> Ci:a^u« himielf Hruck atfenator oamed^ 
Xjjcius Amialius, who opposed his, meafures, upos- 
^ face with his fiA (a.circun^dUnqe whickefcapedi 
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«s la Ms life), and drove him out of the forum go* 
Tcred with blood. 

Bat if CraiTu^ was too violent and tyrannical in 
Us piQceedii^s, Nicias wa& as much too timid. His 
poltroonenr aid mean fubmiflion to the moft aban- 
doned perfons ta the ftate deferves the greatelt re- 
ppoach. Befides, Craflue Ihowed fome magnanimitr 
and dignity r£ fentiment, in contending not with 
fiich wretches as Cleon and Hyperbolus, but with 
tiie glory of Caefar, and the three triumphs of Pom- 
pay. In fka, he maintained the difpute well with 
them for power, and in the high honour of the cen- 
fcrflzip he was even beyond Pompey. For he wha 
wants to. Hand at the hehn fliould not confider 
what may exppfe him to envy, but what is great 
and glorious, and ma^ by it9 luftre force envy to 
fyedk behind. Bat, if fecurityand repofe are to be - 
confultled above aJl things j if^you are afraid of Al- 
eibiades upon the rqfirum, of the Lacedaemonians at 
Pylos, and of Perdiccas in Thrace, thep. furely, Ni- 
' ciaSi Athens is wide enough to afford you a comer 
to retire to, whese y«ii may weave yourfelf the fofi! 
ciowao£ tranquility, as fome of t^he phitofophers 
txprefa it. Tha low Niciashad for peace was in- , 
d)Utda divine attqchment; and his endeavours, dur* 
ing his whole adtniniftration, to put an end to the' 
war, were worthy- of the Grecian humanity. Thi* 
alone places him<in.fo honourable a light, that Craf' . 
fiiscould net have been compared with him, thougb 
lie bad made' the Cafoian Sea. or the Indian Ocean 
llie boundary 06 the Jtomaa empire. 

Neverthelefs, in Si commonwealth which retains 
any ientimentsof virtue^ he who has the lead Ihould 
■otgive place for a moment toperfons of no priT>- 
c^ile ; be Ibouldi iatrufi no charge with thofe who 
Urant caipacity, dop pfcwe any confidence in thof© 
'tebot wftnt honour,' ^d' NiciAs^oatakily did this in 
^aiiing Cleon to the command of the army .- a maa 
'frhct.Ewl.nQthiA^tOfVecAmraeiidbiak but hi« impu-- 

den£e 
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doDce and his bawling in the roftnitn. - On thor 
otherhand, I do not commend Craflbs for advancing ' 
to a^ion, in the war with Spiirtacus, with more ■ 
expedition than prudence: though his ambition 
had this excufe, that he was afraid Pompey would 
come and fnatch his laurels from him> as Mummius 
had done from Metellus at Corinth. Biit the-coo^ 
duSt of Nicias was very abfurd and mean fpirited *. 
He would not give up to his enemy the honottrand' 
truft of commander-in-chief while he could execute 
that charge with eafe, and had good hopes of fuc- 
cefs ; but as foon as he faw it attended with great 
danger, he was willing to fecure himfelf, though 
he espofed the* public by it. It was not thus The- 
miftocles behaved in the Perfian war. To prevent 
the advancement of a man to the command .who 
had neither capacity nor principle, which he knew 
muft have been the ruin of his country, he pre» 
vailed with him by a fum of money to give up hia 
pretenfions. And Cato flood for the , tribunefliip, 
when he faw it would involve ; him in the greateii 
trouble and danger. On the contrary, Nicias was 
>viUing enough to be general, when he had only to 
go againft Minoa, Cythera,:Or the poor Melians ; but 
U there was occafion to fight with the Lacedaenn> 
nians,he put off his armour, and entrufted the 
fliips, the men, the warlike ftores, in (hort the, ea* 
tire direttion of it war which required the moft caiu 
fummiate prudence and experience, to the ignorBiice 
and ralhnefs of CleoD ; . in which he was not dnly 
unjuft to hinifejf and his own. honour, b\it to thfl 
welfare and fafety of his country. This made the 
Athenians fend .him afterwards, contrary to bis io- 
clination, againft Syjacufe. They thought it waa 
not a convidtioQ of the imprpbability of fucoefs, but 
a regard tohis own eafe, and awBlttpf fpirit.Mjhich 
made him willing to deprive them of.the conquaft of 
Sicily. - . ,, % , ; , . ,■■...■ 

There 
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. . There is, however, this great proof of his inte- 
grity, that though he was perpetually againft waf, 
end always declined the command, yet they failed 
hot to appoint him to it, as the ableft and beft 
general they had. But Craffus, though he was for 
ever aiming at fuch a charge, never gained ohe, 
except in the war with tlie glffdiators ; and that 
only becaufe Pompey, Metellus, and both the' 
LucuUus'm, were abfent. This is the more remark- 
■ able, becaufe Craffus was arrived at a high degree 
of authority and power. But, it feems, his beft- 
friends thought him (as the comic poet exprefles it) 

Jn all trades Jkilfd, except the trade of war. ■ 

However, this knowledge of his talents availed the 
Romans but little; his ambition . never, let therrt . 
reft till they afligned him a province. The Athe- 
nians employed Nicias againft his inclination j and 
it was againft the incliifation of the Romans that 
.Craffus led them out. Craffus involved his country 
in misfortunes ; but the misfortunes of Nicias were 
owing to his country. 

.'. Neverthelefs,in this refpefl it iseafier to commend 
H^icias. than to blame Craffus. The capacity and : 
"Ikill of the former as a general kept him trom being 
drawn'away with the vain hopes of his countrymen, 
and he declared from the firft that Sicily could not 
be conquered : The latter called out the Romans to 
theParthlan war, as an eafy undertaking; In this he 
found himfclf fadly deceived ; yet hisaim was great.. 
^VTiiJe Csfar was fubduing the weft, the Gauls, the 
Germans, and Britain, he attempted to penetrate tii 
the Indian Ocean on the eaft, and to conquer all 
Alia; — things which Pompey and Lucullus would 
have effe£led if they had been able. But though 
they were both engaged in the fame defigns, and 
made the fame attempts with Craffus, their charac- 
ters iiood unimpeached both as to moderation and 
probity. 
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-probiiy. If Crafiiis was oj^fed Jay one of the 
tribunes in his Parthian expedition, Pomp^ Tras 
-Oppofed by the fenate when he got Aila for ht» 
province. And when Csefar had routed three hun-; 
■dred thoufand Germans, Cato voted that he fhould 
,be given up to that injured people to atone for the 
violation or the peace. But the Roman people, 
\paying no regard to Cato, ordered a Ihankfgiving 
io the ^ods for fifteen days, and thought themfelves 
•happy in the advantage gained. In what raptures 
then would diey have been, and for how many dmrs 
"would they have offered facrifices, if Craffus could 
have fent them an account frora Babylon that he 
was yiQorious; and if he had proceeded froni 
thence through Media, Perfia, Hyrcania, Sufa, and 
Baaria, and reduced them to the form of Romaj^ 
provinces. For, according to Euripides, if jufticc 
mvi& be violated, and men cannotfit down tjuiet and ' 
contented with their prefcnt poffeffions, it ftionld 
not be for taking the fmftU town of Scandia, or 
razing fuch a caftle as Mendej nor yet for going iu 
cbace of the fugitive Eginet^,who,Hke birds, have 
retired to another country : the price of injufticC 
^uld be high ; fo facred a thing as right fliould 
not be invaded for a trifling confidetation, for that 
would be treating it with contempt indeed. In (aGt, 
they who commend Alexander's expedition, and de- 
cry that of Craflus, judge o( aStloas only by the event. 
As to their military performances, feveral of Nir 
cias's are very confiderable. He gained many bat- 
tles, and was very near taking Sjrracufe. Nor were 
all. his mifcarriages fo many errors ; but they were 
to be imputed partly to his ill health, and partly to 
the envy of his countrymen at hoifie. On tne other- 
hand, Craffus committed fo many errors, that fortiuie 
had no opportunity to ftiow him any favour ; where- 
fore we need not lo much wonder, that the Parthian 
power got the better ofhis incapacity, as that his in- 
capacity prevailed over the good fortune of Rome. 

As. 
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As one of them paid the ^eateft attention to 
divination, and the other entirely difregarded it, 
and yet both perifhed alike, it is hard to fay whether . 
the obfervation of omens is a falutary thing or not. 
ijeverthelefs, to err on the fide of religion, out of . 
regard to ancient and received opinions, is a more 
pardonable thing than to err through obftinacy and 
prefumption. 

Crafli»s, however, was not fo reproachable in his 
exit. He did not furrender himlelf, or fubmit to 
be bound, nor was.he deluded with vain hopes j 
but in yielding to the inftances of his friends, he 
met his fate, and fell a vi3im to the perfidy and in- 
juiUce of the barbarians. Whereas Nicias, from a 
mean and unmanly fondnefs for life, put himfelf in 
the enemy's hands, by which means he came to a 
bafer and more dishonourable end. 
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